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(June 1st to November 30th) 
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Hurricane Season Predictions 

• 2015 Season Predictions (Atlantic Basin) 
• Named storms:  12 
• Hurricanes:  5 
• Major Hurricanes:  2 (Cat 3, 4, 5) 

 

 

• Past Seasonal Predictions vs. Actual Events 
− Named storms:    12 11 
− Hurricanes:     6  4 
− Major Hurricanes:     2  2 
− Named storms:    8 8 
− Hurricanes:    3 4 
− Major Hurricanes:    1 2 
− Named storms:   18 11 
− Hurricanes:    9 1 
− Major Hurricanes:    4 0 
− Named storms:   10 19 
− Hurricanes:    4 10 
− Major Hurricanes:    2 1 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM, 6 AMW/CEX 

2013 

2012 

2014 

2015 
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Does Florida have a Hurricane Problem? 
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Bayshore Blvd – Tropical Storm ISAAC 2012 
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• Hurricanes bring many weather threats together in 
one, very large storm 
 
 
 

 

• Problems don’t end when the storm passes. 

Hurricane Basics 

– Thunderstorms 
– High winds 
– Heavy rains 

 

– Lightning  
– Tornadoes/Waterspouts 
– Flooding 

–Extended utility outages 
–Support and services unavailable 
–Emergency services are strained 

…Remember CHARLEY 2004? 
KATRINA 2005? 
  SANDY 2012? 
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Tropical Weather Classifications 

• Tropical Cyclone  -  Low Pressure With Closed Circulation 

• Tropical Depression  - Cyclonic storm with winds <34 kts (<39 mph) 

• Tropical Storm  - Cyclone with winds of 35 – 63 kts (40 – 73 mph) 

• Hurricane - Cyclone defined by Strength Categories: 
 

SAFFIR-SIMPSON HURRICANE WIND SCALE 
     Category      Sustained Winds                   Estimated Damage  

  I   74-95 mph (64 – 82 kts)  Minimal   

  II   96 – 110 mph (83 – 95 kts)    Moderate   

  III  111 – 129 mph (96 – 112 kts)  Extensive   

  IV  130 – 156 mph (113 – 136kts) Extreme   

  V  >157 mph (>136 kts)  Catastrophic  
 

Most base housing areas are expect to see flooding with a >6 foot surge.   
This can come with a Tropical Storm or Cat 1 Hurricane. 

NOTE: Storm surge and flooding effects are not directly associated with categories. 
Slide OPR: CCHC-EM & NOAA 

Major 
Hurricane 
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 Storm Categories and Impacts 

• CAT 1 or 2 Storm:  MacDill AFB may evacuate 
– Some impacts to critical functions and  services. 
─ Flooding will occur, but not catastrophic. 
─ Temporary power and communications interruptions. 
  

• CAT 3 Storm:  MacDill AFB likely to evacuate 
─ Serious damage to MacDill AFB 
  

• CAT 4/5 Storm:  6th AMW will evacuate MacDill AFB 
─ Catastrophic damage to MacDill AFB 

 
 

• Impacts to Tampa and MacDill? 
─ Reentry may be days, weeks, or longer. 
─ Transportation routes will be severely damaged. 
─ Food, water, utilities, and services will be limited. 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM 

Major  
Hurricanes 
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Do we REALLY have a Hurricane Problem? 
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2005 Season 
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Tornadoes Spawned by Topical Cyclones 

221 Total 2005 Season 



 12 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Civilian vs. Military Hurricane Warnings 

Military Hurricane and Tropical 
Cyclone Conditions of Readiness 
(Surface winds > 58 mph (50-knot)) 

HURCONs & Meanings: 

5 – Hurricane Season (1-Jun to 30-Nov). 

4 – Winds Possible in 96 hrs. 

3 – Winds Possible in 72 hrs. 

2 – Winds Possible in 48 hrs. 

1 – Winds Possible in 24 hrs. 

Do Not return until authorized.  
MacDill/Communities may not be able to 
support, respond, assist. 

Cyclone Forms: 3- and 5-day Tracks 
From the Nat’l Hurricane Ctr (NOAA) 

Forecasted in Tampa Bay area:  ~48 hours 

How much warning will we get from the NEWS? 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM, NWS, 6 CEX 

Civilian 
• Tropical Storm / Hurricane Watch 

– Tropical Storm / Hurricane Conditions 
are possible within 48 Hours* 

– Prepare To Take Action In Case Of 
Hurricane Warning 
 
 

• Tropical Storm / Hurricane Warning 
– Tropical Storm / Hurricane Conditions 

are expected within 36 Hours* 
– Complete Storm Preparations. 

Evacuate Immediately If Directed 
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MacDill AFB Warnings & Meanings 
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• In coordination (ICW) MacDill AFB, USCENTCOM 
– Conducts Emergency Mgmt updates, response rehearsals 
– Activates specialized preparedness and recovery teams 
– Conducts readiness assessments and mitigation actions 

• MacDill AFB declares HURCONs, ICW USCENTCOM 
– Orders base/area evacuations (~at HURCON 3 for housing/billeting) 
– Releases non-essential personnel for personal preparedness 

• Alerts, Advisories, and Warnings – sent via 
 
 
 

• Official sources regarding the base, USCENTCOM 
 

Host Base and USCENTCOM Actions 

◊ Public Address Sys 
◊ E-mail 
◊ Public Service Announcements 
◊ TV and Radio News stations 

◊ Base Marquees (e.g., at the BX) 
◊ Nat’l Weather Service 
◊ City and County electronic alerts 

◊ Chain of Command / Supervisor 
◊ EM Representatives (EMR) 
◊ Family Readiness Contacts 

◊ USCENTCOM EM InfoLine 
◊ MacDill AFB InfoLine 
◊ MacDill Public-access webpage 
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• What do we need to know about a hurricane?  
• What should we do before, during, and after one?   
• How will we know when to leave?  Who tells us? 
• Who takes what? 
• Who goes where? 
• What if we stay?..  

– How many people are needed to hold the roof on the house? 

– Who guarantees our safety?  Security?  Food delivery?  

• When should we return? 

 
 

 

Preparedness Starts with Questions 
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Water-Rise Model – Normal Tides 
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Water-Rise Model – 4-Foot Rise 
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Water-Rise Model – 6-Foot Rise 
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Water-Rise Model – 8-Foot Rise 
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Water-Rise Model – 10-Foot Rise 
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Water-Rise Model – 12-Foot Rise 
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Consider back-ups – don’t rely on only one source of information, piece of 
equipment, person, etc.  
 
Seek information – ask others for their experience (and lessons learned). 

Hurricane,  Tornado,  Evacuation (house, community, city, state), 
 Fire,  Flood,  Drought,  wide-area power outages, etc. 

…Then consider what’s right for your family, and what you want to do 
 

What can I get done…With help from whom…With how much time… From/To 
where…How…? 
 

The shortest possible Prep List is  
 

1. Make a Plan 
2. Build a Kit 
3. Stay Informed 

What Do I Do? 
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BEFORE the Storm 

Step 1 – Have a Plan  
• Free Online Resources to get Started (www.READY.gov)  

• Ask Questions to Design Your Plan 
– Through Your Sponsor 
– Base and Local Emergency Mgmt Offices 
– Online Research 

• Main components are 
– Communications Plan 
– Evacuation Plan 

 
 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM Refer to informational handouts 
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Preparedness Resources from Home 

Time to prepare is hard to schedule, but precious.  
• Start with a few minutes – look online.  Find your preferred 

source. 
– Public-accessible command site 
– County Emergency Mgmt. 
– Florida State (other coastal states, also) 
– Federal sites (FEMA, CDC, etc.) 

 
 

WWW.CENTCOM.MIL 
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Which of these is your evacuation plan? 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picture+airport+tsa+long+line&id=9538436FBF8EFDE16FD41F4A6DE5536F95891568&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picture+airport+tsa+long+line&id=9538436FBF8EFDE16FD41F4A6DE5536F95891568&FORM=IQFRBA
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What are your plans for special needs? 
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Have you considered EVERYONE in the plan? 
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UNCLASSIFIED 



 29 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Bridges may close when winds are >40 mph 

• What will this do to your commute or evacuation? 
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These could be your 
Evacuation Route, or the 

way to get home 

Are your evacuation or commute plans 
subject to this? 

 
Do you have alternates planned? 
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Ask the questions!... 
• How are you getting out of your community? 

• your City? 
• the County? 
• Florida 

• How are you getting back? 
 

• What are the alternate options?! 

Evacuation/Return Routes in the Plan? 

Interstate 10, Looking West, Houston, Texas 

I-10, Looking West, Houston, Texas 
Tropical Storm ALLISON (2001) 
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What route are you taking to get back?   

…How long can you wait? 
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Who or What is waiting for you when you come home?  
 
•Or… 
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What are you expecting when you get back? 
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Step 2 – Get / Stay Informed 

• Education, Counseling, etc. is as close as  
– Local/County Emergency Mgmt Offices (best resources) – Open forums and 

events (expos), community presentations, and assistance 
– MacDill AFB EM Office (828-4321) 
– USCENTCOM EM Office (529-0450) 
– USCENTCOM public-access website: www.centcom.mil  

• Updates and advisories will come by various means  
− USCENTCOM E-mail, TV, Radio, Emergency Mgmt Reps (EMR) 

− Updates posted on the MacDill AFB website*: www.macdill.af.mil  
− Electronic E-mail and text message systems (‘AlertTampa’, official county and city 

EM offices 

− CPAS (CENTCOM Personnel Accountability System) 
− AtHoc EM Notification/Alert System 

 USCENTCOM EM Information Line: (855) 236-4636 
*Will provide current HURCON level and updates if hurricane approaches 

MacDill AFB Emergency Information Line: (800) 288-2034 
Slide OPR: CCHC-EM 
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Step 2 – Get / Stay Informed 

Forecast Models 
1. Spaghetti Model 
2. NOAA ‘Cone of Uncertainty’ 
3. Wind Swath/Prediction 

2 
3 

1 
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Step 2 – Get / Stay Informed 
Bayshore Blvd, Tampa, FL 

Following Tropical Storm DEBBIE, 2012 

Where do you get your news from?   
Do you / Can you trust your sources? 
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Step 2 – Get / Stay Informed 

 
• Avoid ‘the rumor mill’ and unreliable sources.  Get facts 

– not emotional testimony – from reliable sources 
• NOAA National Hurricane Center:  WWW.NHC.NOAA.GOV 
• Tampa Bay area Weather: http://www.srh.NOAA.gov/tbw/ 

− www.TBO.com 
− www.myfoxtampabay.com 

• Find your own trustworthy news stations 
• To keep you informed, USCENTCOM uses 

 

 

USCENTCOM EM Information Line: (855) 236-4636 
MacDill AFB Emergency Information Line: (800) 288-2034 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/tbw/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/tbw/
http://www.tbo.com/
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BEFORE the Storm 

Step 3 – Build a Kit(s) 
• Build to Suit the Family’s Specific Needs 
• ‘Build before you Buy’ - Free assistance is available  
• Most supplies are already on-hand 
• Ask the Questions of Yourself to Validate 

– What are we taking?  What will be waiting when we return? 
– How many days will we be self-sufficient? 

• *24 Hours – a ‘Go Bag’ 
• *72 Hours – an ‘Emergency Kit’ 
• *14 Days – a ‘Disaster Kit’ 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM 

Refer to informational handouts 
*Times, terms, and definitions vary (Red Cross, FEMA, CDC, etc.) 
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Kits  

• ‘Go Bag’ = 1 Day 
• Emergency Kit = ~3 Days  
• Disaster Kit = 2 Weeks 

• Who will the kit(s) serve? 
• For how long? 
• Where? 

 

• What/Where is the back-up? 
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Kits  
A Go Bag, is enough to leave the house when minutes count. 

Small, light, easy to find & carry 
▪ Duffle bag or Backpack (per person, or the family), 
▪ Pocket knife/tools, ▪ Bath towel, ▪ 1st Aid kit, ▪ Stable  
foods/snacks, ▪ Communications Plan, ▪ Rally Points  
directions 



 42 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Kits  
 

‘Go Bag’ = hours  ~1 day 
Emergency Kit = ~3 days 
Disaster Kit = 14+ Days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

vs. or… 

Water = 1 gal x Person x Day 
 

Ex: Family of 3 for 3 days = 9 gallons 
 14 days = 42 gallons 
 

Learn how to sterilize water, just in case. 

Lessons Learned – Forgotten items: 
• Extra clothes. Cool weather stuff. 
• OTC and Prescription medicines 
• Comm Plan (phone #s, E-addresses) 
• Maps or GPS navigator 
• Batteries, chargers for all electronics 

• Enough cash, and coins 
• Car Kit (tools, extra fuel, jumper cables) 
• Pets and their supplies 
• Special diet needs (babies, allergies…) 
• TOYS, GAMES…! 
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Get & Stay Prepared 

 

Questions 
 

 

USCENTCOM EM Information Line: (855) 236-4636 
MacDill AFB Emergency Information Line: (800) 288-2034 

Slide OPR: CCHC-EM 



Be Red Cross Ready: 
HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 



Flood 

HAZARDS 
Hurricane 

Tornados 

Power Outage 



HURRICANE WATCH VS. WARNING 

Hurricane Watch 
Hurricane conditions are a threat within 48 
hours. Review your hurricane plans. Get ready to 
act if a warning is issued, and stay informed.  
 
Hurricane Warning 
Hurricane conditions are expected within 36 
hours. Complete your storm preparations and 
leave the area if directed to do so by authorities. 



PREPARING FOR A HURRICANE 
• Create a hurricane evacuation plan with members of your household. 

Planning and practicing your evacuation plan minimizes confusion and 
fear during the event.  

• Listen to a NOAA Weather Radio for critical info from the National 
Weather Service (KHB32, Frequency:  162.550 MHz) 

• Check your disaster supplies. Replace or restock as needed.  

• Bring in anything that can be picked up by wind (bicycles, lawn 
furniture).  

• Close your windows, doors and hurricane shutters. If you do not have 
hurricane shutters, close and board up all windows and doors with 
plywood.  

• Turn your refrigerator and freezer to the coldest setting. Keep them 
closed as much as possible so that food will last longer if the power goes 
out.  

• Turn off propane tank.  



HURRICANE RESOURCES 
RED CROSS FREE MOBILE APPS 

 •  Emergency is the one-download resource that puts 
vital information at your fingertips. This all-inclusive app 
combines more than 35 different severe weather and 
emergency alerts* from natural to man-made, giving you 
real-time information to help keep you and your loved 
ones safe.  
 

•  Download For Free, Today!!! 
•  Text GETEMERGENCY to 90999 or search “Red Cross 
Emergency” in the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.  

– Aplicación Emergencia—ahora disponible en español también! 

•  Available right now for download on Apple Store 
•  Get it on Google Play 
•  Receive Family Safe notifications and Alerts through 
Apple Watch!  

  



Features  

Add places and 
people you care 

about  
 

Choose the 
emergency alerts you 

want to receive  

Easily view your 
alerts  

Receive alerts with 
next steps 



Preparedness and 
critical non disaster 

content  
 

Easily find open Red 
Cross Shelters  

Test your 
knowledge  

Simplified Make a Plan 

Features  





Be Red Cross Ready: 
HOME FIRE PREPAREDNESS 



HOME FIRES 
•  Home fire is the most 
common disaster in the 
United States.   
 

•  Fires cause the most 
disaster related deaths.  
 

•  Fire causes a significant 
amount of property damage 
and can happen anywhere in 
our community. 
 

•  There were 16845 structural 
fires in Florida in 2013. 



SMOKE ALARMS 
• Install on every level of the home. 

 

• 10 year alarm vs. 9Volt alarm. 
 

• Outside sleeping areas 
 

• Inside sleeping areas if people 
sleep with their doors closed 
 

• Smoke Alarm Maintenance 
 

• Test monthly 
 

• Change the batteries twice a year 
or when the alarm ‘chirps’ 
 

• Replace all alarms every ten 
years 
 

• Red Cross Home Fire 
Preparedness Campaign. 
 

• Hearing impaired smoke alarm 
available 

 



FIRE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN 
Red Cross Prepares Families on how to prevent 
fires 

• Cooking safety  

• Designing emergency and Fire prevention plan 

• Installing Smoke Alarm in at risk neighborhoods 

• Free training and Installation of Smoke  Alarm 

• Free Smoke Alarm with 10 year battery life 

• If you  would like to know How to get Involved? 

• Contact one of our Fire Prevention Campaign 

Coordinators at 813-348-4820 

• Coordinate date, time and location for the event 

• Secure information and installation material 

• Get trained 

• Provide a Family with Fire Prevention Resources! 

• Got to the “predetermined meeting place” 

 



Disaster Kit 
Prepare for at least 3 days 

(7-14 days is better) 

 Non-perishable food 

 Non-electric can opener 

Water (1 gallon per person per day) 

 Battery-powered radio 

 Flashlights and extra batteries 

 Prescription medication 

 Climate appropriate clothing 

Hygiene supplies 

 

 Check supplies every six months 

 If possible, have kits at home, in 

the car, or at work 

 Entire family knows where the 

Disaster Kit is kept 



Be Red Cross Ready: 
PILLOW CASE PROJECT 



Origin  
• The Pillow Case Project was created 

by the American Red Cross in 
Louisiana in New Orleans schools 
following Hurricane Katrina. 
 

• Kay Wilkins, a Red Crosser learned 
that Loyola University Students 
carried their valuables in pillowcases 
when they were evacuated for 
Katrina. 
 

• Kay and her team developed the 
project as a disaster preparedness 
education program. 



Walt Disney Company 
• Disney funded the design and 

development phase of a multi-
year effort to build on the 
success of the Red Cross Pillow 
Case Program in New Orleans 
 

• Helping us create a 
standardized, state-of-the-art 
preparedness education 
program 
 

• The Pillow Case Project can be 
customized for use by Red 
Cross Chapters across the US 
 
 



Vision 
To create a generation of 
children who understand the 
science of hazards, are 
empowered to take action 
by practicing how to prepare 
for emergencies, and 
understand that by sharing 
what they have learned with 
family and friends, they can 
help prepare their 
community 
 

 



Goals 
• Increase youth awareness of 

hazards and the importance of 
personal preparedness 
 

• Build skills in hazard-specific 
protective actions to reduce the 
impact of emergencies on 
youth and their families 
 

• Increase coping skills to 
manage emergencies and build 
resiliency in youth 
 

• Increase household 
preparedness level 
 

• Incorporate preparedness 
education into the elementary 
school curriculum 

 
 



How you can help 
• Become an instructor to teach the 

Pillow Case Project at your 
community schools 
 

• Ask your children home room 
teacher or school principal to offer 
the Pillow Case Project at their 
school  
 

• Help us schedule visits and Pillow 
Case Presentations with local 
organizations, such as after school 
programs, Boys and Girls Scouts 
Troops, Faith based programs and 
churches, etc. 
 

• Want to learn more?  Please 
contact your Local Red Cross 
Pillow Case Project Coordinator 



Be Red Cross Ready: 
SERVICE TO THE ARMED FORCES 



Who We Serve 
Our Services are available 24/7 & 
365 days a year to: 

Active Duty, Guards and 
Reserve Personnel and their 
immediate family 
 

Military Retirees and their 
immediate family 
 

Honorably Discharged Veterans 
and their immediate family 

We proudly serve those that wear or wore a military uniform 



What We Provide 

 Emergency 
Communication Services 

 Emergency Financial 
Assistance Information 
and Referral 

 Education and Outreach 
 Building Family Resiliency 

 
 

We are with you, wherever you are, 24 hours a day, everyday 

The American Red Cross is the ONLY organization chartered by Congress to 
provide military authorities with  

Trusted & Verified  
information where commanders can make  

Emergency Leave decisions based upon information issued   



Emergency Communication Services 

 To Request Emergency Communication 
Messages or Emergency Financial 
Assistance 

 

 Please Dial: 877-272-7337, free 
call from any where in the world.  Call 
Center Available 24/7, 365 days 

 

 On-line login to:   
redcross.org/HeroCareNetwork 

 

 Use your cell phone, tablet, laptop or 
home computer to reach us  24/7, 365 
days a year. 

We proudly serve those that wear or wore a military uniform 
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CENTCOM  
Family Readiness Program Manager 

 
Ricardo Carrasquillo 

CENTCOM Reception Center 
7115 South Boundary Blvd 

Building 571, Room 114  
MacDill AFB, FL 33621 
Phone: (813) 529-0539 

 
E-mail: 

 centcom.macdill.centcom-hq.mbx.family-readiness@mail.mil 
 

mailto:centcom.macdill.centcom-hq.mbx.family-readiness@mail.mil
mailto:centcom.macdill.centcom-hq.mbx.family-readiness@mail.mil
mailto:centcom.macdill.centcom-hq.mbx.family-readiness@mail.mil
mailto:centcom.macdill.centcom-hq.mbx.family-readiness@mail.mil
mailto:centcom.macdill.centcom-hq.mbx.family-readiness@mail.mil


Web link:  https://www6.centcom.mil/welcomeguide 

https://www6.centcom.mil/welcomeguide
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Sample weekly E-mail information 
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Facebook Page 

Web Link: “US Central Command Family Readiness” 

 Another great tool to learn what is going on within MacDill and the Tampa Bay Area. 
  
 Also where last minute FREE activities to do and Volunteer opportunities are post it. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Central-Command-Family-Readiness/176869997886
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Central-Command-Family-Readiness/176869997886
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Central-Command-Family-Readiness/176869997886
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Central-Command-Family-Readiness/176869997886
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Family Readiness on going briefings 

Are you ready! 

EMPLOYMENT 
BRIEFING 

Family Orientation Briefing 
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Questions? 


