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SME-JSOAC : It is currently 1405Z 19 August 2011, we are back 

again with the    crew. Right now we have (the) aircraft

commander (and) the navigator.  Just for context, we now have in 

for the investigation team more of the ground side: SME-GFA,

SME-GFN1, SME-GFN2, IO, SME-MH47, ASDAT2, and SME-INTEL. These

folks have not had an opportunity to listen to all the testimony 

from yesterday; so they have not heard that [testimony], all 

they heard is me giving a five minute spiel on what we talked

about, you saw.  Specifically, what we want to dig into a little 

bit today is after the incident, what you saw from the point of 

origin (POO), the activity there, and kind of some of those 

events. These guys may also ask you about the squirter tracking

from the ground, perspective, things like that as well.  I don’t 

intend for you to rehash the whole event so just start there,

from the shot, and if you would please, since you were one of 

the three who actually saw the RPG shots, could you start with 

(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ) ( )( )
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that and talk about what you saw, what your geometry was on the 

target, where you were sitting in the aircraft. 

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: (I was) the aircraft commander on   

 that night.  We were on (the) southern part of the orbit, and

we were essentially [performing a] 1.5 nautical mile radius 

wheel, counter clock wise around the helicopter landing zone 

(HLZ) at the point when I saw the rocket propelled grenade 

(RPG0. Now the helo was calling one minute out and we set up a 

contract to put down our burn, which is actually just a football 

(field) size flash light,infrared flashlight that you can see

on NVGs. We put that out and then approximately a few seconds 

had passed when we put that down (our burn), which was roughly 

here [pointing at map]. The helos were coming from the 

northwest, so it was quite a ways away, the distance was over a 

click [1KM].  I say we were about right (here)[pointing at map], 

(in) the portion over the southwest to the south, when I saw 

three fairly rapid succession RPG shots, they went south to 

north from what I saw. What we talked about yesterday, I didn’t 

see any obstruction in the line of the flight path of that RPG.

It was very readily identifiable to me as a RPG shot: I saw a 

bright flash, followed by a comet like stream of sparks leaving 

the RPG shot. It was one, two, and then a slight pause, and then 

a third shot; and from my perspective, I could definitely tell 

(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ) ( )( )
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that the second one hit the helicopter. And then I saw a fairly

large explosion, and then that explosion just staying fairly

stationary, I couldn’t tell if it really dropped straight down, 

it just seemed fairly stationary to me at that point.  The illum

on that night was zero percent, the moon had already, set so I 

was on night vision goggles (NVG) and I could just see lights.

There wasn’t a lot of cultural lighting in the area, so this

stood out as very significant.  When I saw the RPG shots I 

immediately maneuvered the aircraft to get our sensor, his

(operator’s) eyes on the area, and at that point he identified

the third RPG shot as well as the downed helo ,and then he

immediately started scanning around and found activity in this 

compound right here [pointing at map].  At that point ---- I’ve

done as much as I can in terms of what I can see on the ground 

due to the illumination. The navigator was sitting right next 

the screens, he can see what they were looking at and you can 

probably describe what----

SME-GFA: When you say you identified the third shot, that was 

after the bird had been, after Extortion [17] had been hit?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Been hit. Yes Sir.

SME-GFA: Space and time between the first shot to third 

approximately?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Seconds, I say maybe 5 to 6 seconds.
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SME-GFA: So two shots go near simultaneous, one hits--

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: One, two, and then--

SME-GFA: Bird drops, third shot goes.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: I could not tell if it dropped like I said 

[inaudible]

SME-GFA: The bird was hit then you see the third shot.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yes, I saw an explosion third shot going 

pass ---

SME-GFA: Did you see any air burst, RPG airburst, or anything 

similar to that?

NAVIGATOR: Then once we got the infrared sensor operator in the 

vicinity, , we got the ISR sensor in the area immediately after 

    [AWT – AH-64] came through and did the containment 

fires in this area over here. We had our eyes in the area on the 

Northeast corner of this building [pointing at map], there is a 

castle-like turret and there was at least two people on top of 

that turret when we initially saw the activity in that court 

yard.  They quickly moved down, it was about a three to four 

story building is what it looked like in this area, on the north

side where that turret was.  After they climbed down from the 

turret area, there was a lot of activity going on; they were 

passing objects back and forth between each other.  We were not 

able to VID [visual identification]or PID [positive

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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identification] anything in particular as to what they were 

passing, but there was definitely transfer of equipment going 

on.  That lasted probably for about 2 or 3 minutes, and then 

everybody was down on the bottom level and we paid particular 

attention to this compound due to the increased activity:

anywhere from 8 to about 10 personnel that we saw moving around,

in and amongst the buildings within the walls of that compound.

We were postured pretty much that if anybody exited, we would 

start with warning shots in between the downed helo and the 

personnel, and then if they continued, obviously with the rules

of engagement (ROE) we looked at we would engage to maintain 

the integrity of the crash site and any survivors that were on 

the ground.

NAVIGATOR: We talked a little bit yesterday about that having

been on the ground, and not having any way to actually gauge it.

I believe that the difference in terrain elevation from the 

bottom of the wadi to the actual buildings here is about 15ft or 

so, and I want to say the tower there, being that it was on 

about the third or fourth story and elevated itself, was 

probably about 50ft. That’s just a guess, don’t know for sure, 

but the difference between the height of this tower and the 

bottom of the wadi was pretty elevated.  So that could have 

aided in the potential for their shot there. The other thing we 
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talked about yesterday too was possibly presence of a night

vision device from the guys that were actually shooting the 

RPG’s, being that it was extremely low illum[ination], we 

believe there was a good possibility that those folks had NVGs.

SME-GFN1: So yesterday, when we talked to the -64 pilots, they 

were talking about a village that could have possibly back lit 

them-----from the angles, did you guys see any significant light 

coming from this?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Not that I can recall.  I don’t remember 

any significant cultural lighting in the area.

SME-GFA: Just your normal Afghan village lighting?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Correct, yeah. Even when we track the 

squirters [term used to describe personnel running off target 

area] to a ---out here to this other village [pointing at map],

which was still about a click to the southeast, to where the 

helo actually went down, there was not any lighting in that 

little village either.  There really wasn’t whole lot of 

cultural lighting going in that entire valley.

ASDAT2:  Can you put your idea of cultural lighting into 

perspective because talking to the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade 

(CAB) guys, they considered that to be a really bright valley.

And you guys are saying there is not much cultural lighting at 

all. Could you put that in perspective, could you do some kind 
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of comparison so we can get an idea what not much is to you 

guys?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yea, a few lights here and there, yea there 

were probably a few lights here and there, but there wasn’t 

enough lighting in the area provided for me to actually see what 

was on the ground. So from my perspective, when I say not much 

cultural lighting, it’s not much light that it’s usable for me 

to detec on NVG’s any discernable on the ground.

SME-JSOAC: Again what were you’re AGL [above ground level]?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: It’s about 7000 AGL. That might put it in 

perspective a little bit and it’s totally different probably for 

a helo that’s right down there, a few lights might be 

significant for them to pick up, but that amount of light is not 

going to get me enough to see anything on the ground. 

SME-GFA: What about lighting at the point of origin compound?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: There were a few buildings there, so yea 

there were probably a few lights in that village, but it wasn’t 

like every----

SME-GFA: But it was lit?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yea, there were probably a few lights in 

that village but not enough so I can see anything; I couldn’t

make out the buildings or the tower that they were seeing. So 

from our perspective it wasn’t much.
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SME-JSOAC: Could you ID the tower from the low-light TV? Is 

that how you ID’ed the tower?

NAVIGATOR: The IR (tv) with the illum[ination] being so poor on 

the night that this, for Lefty Grove, for the TV to see anything 

in the narrow field of view pretty much it was essential to use 

the burn.  So, we really were not using the TV a whole lot for 

anything other than specifically burning the HLZ; when we were

told to , at the one minute out call, any sort of flash burn to 

just get oriented. So the TV was really kind of hindered by the 

low illum on this night. So, that being the case, searching the 

area and hopefully he will be here in a few minutes, searching 

the area there was not a lot of lights to actually give us a

“hey this is a certain compound, or this is a certain series 

that is on Lefty Grove.” We couldn’t readily identify anything 

in particular. The other night when we flew and the 

illum[ination] was great. Obviously, we could track the helos 

with the light TV, we can count the compounds, track large 

lights, and vehicles, all that kind of stuff without using the 

burn, but just because it was zero illum that night, it was

pretty ineffective for seeing anything in particular.

SME-GFA: Could you guys see--- did you have eyes on Extortion

prior to the impact?
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AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: No Sir, they were blacked out so I could 

see the AWT moving into their position, and I knew the general 

direction they were coming from, and usually we’ll have our TV 

operator on the HLZ, on the infrared, and scanning around trying 

to find the Helos. So, I can see the symbology in my HUD [heads 

up display] and get a rough perspective on their flight path and 

on good illum [inaudible] nights I can see their shadows on the 

ground and that will help me get eyes on their position, so I 

can help scan, but on that particular night we couldn’t see 

anything. Our IR was actually on the 280-Bravo squirters, and

our TV was on the HLZ because we were trying to lock down ------

SME-GFA: One sensor down here and one on the HLZ?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yes and the AWT were providing the escort 

for Extortion.

SME-GFA: Did you guys scan these buildings at all prior to----

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We did prior to the infil, and we didn’t 

see any activity at that point. It was probably the whole span 

was maybe 15 minutes from when we had eyes on the HLZ, when we 

heard the quick reaction force (QRF) was going to be launched,

and this was the coordinates for the HLZ.  We weren’t tasked to

do it, but we took it upon ourselves to go over there and find 

the HLZ and do a scan of the area prior to the infil.  So from 

our perspective, we were going outside our bubble, but that is 
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normally what we do, so we are happy to do it, But the helos

were on helo common and we had good communication with    

  on fires, but Extortion never came up on Fires, all

talking on their helo interplane---. So we pulled up their plan

to figure out what the plan was, and that’s the only way that we 

knew where the HLZ was at and that this QRF was going in that 

direction on that time line.

SME-GFN1: So you guys were detached from 1/B at this point and 

up working both the squirter problem at the HLZ is that 

accurate?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yes that is accurate.  We were working 

both. Our primary tasking was to maintain eyes on the 280 Bravo 

series squirters and that’s what we were doing, but we also knew 

that an infil was coming in so we were trying to posture for 

that as well.

NAVIGATOR--And we talked about this, we talked about this 

yesterday, also the fact that the two squirters that initially 

left the AWT engagement that we tracked almost 2 kilometers to

the northwest, since they had gone from two to five to eight 

total. We perceived that as the greater threat, and there was a 

large number of folks down there to the southeast and we wanted 

to keep eyes on them just in case they started to flee or move 

(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ) ( )( )
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once the helos touched down. So that was one of the main reasons

why we were locked on in the area where the 280 Bravo was.

SME-GFN1: Was that a conversation you guys had with the AH-64

pilots?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We did, we told them we were tracking 

these individuals in this compound and we put down our laser 

spot so they could use their LST to get eyes on that area. We 

had successfully accomplished that handover prior to them

getting on station. They were coming back from forward arming 

and refueling point (FARP) when the QRF was launched ----

IO: [inaudible] [inaudible]. Was that a coded laser or anything 

almost looks he used his ALT to slew to---?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: It was a 1688.

IO: He was looking around and all of sudden you would see him 

kind of lock up to you.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yes Sir, we passed our laser code and were

able to find him.

IO: Here is kind of the question here, if this is kind of,

pictorially, the ten series buildings which was Lefty Grove to

begin with, how would you articulate your orbit in order to keep 

the initial objective under it? Were you basically over flying 

the POO sight and stuff like that, prior to that [the crash];

cause my issue here is you guys were in the area for three hours 
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AIRCRAFT COMMANDER –You bet sir

IO--right over the top of this, even though they may --- did you 

ever notice the Apaches or anybody drift that way prior to 

coming back from the mission?

right over the top of this,

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER : I’m not sure which way they egressed to

the FARP, but they were mainly in the objective area of Lefty

Grove for the entire night, and they were on station. It was 15 

minutes from when the QRF was getting spun up to when they

actually infilled, and the helos coming back from the FARP were

in the area as well

IO: I’m sorry, say that again.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Sir, the AWT was in the area of the HLZ,

scanning around as well prior to 15 minutes----

IO: Right, but not prior to that right?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: No sir.

IO: They worked the objective, went to the FARP, and then they 

actually took off about ten minutes prior, went almost direct.

And then, by me watching his forward looking infra-red (FLIR)

tape it looks like he was having difficulty identifying it and 

that’s when he asked you several times, can you sparkle it, and

then he would pick it back up. 
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AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We initially tried a talk on, but then we 

said “hey we can put the sparkle down” and watch then move to 

the LST.

IO: Did you physically hear Extortion 17 call ‘one minute’?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: On helo common I think we did.  Because we 

would have known, which we heard a ‘three minute out’ call from 

him, and then there was a significant pause, then we heard the 

‘one minute out’ it was on helo common( communications) though,

it was not on fires.  And that’s how we knew to put the burn on.

SME-JSOAC: Also, now we have the left scanner, the one that I 

was talking about last night that had one unaided eye and one

monocle and the Television Sensor Operator. So these are the 

other two crew members who actually saw the launch if you have 

any questions for them.

SME-GFN2: I’ve got a couple of questions. I just want to back 

it up to the planning, sorry I was not here yesterday; so, the

planning, was it purely via PowerPoint, or was it a telephone 

call from the JTAC, or anything?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: No, it was what we call an ‘alert launch,’

so it was in a notification within an hour of takeoff.  So we 

were handed the products and told to launch.

SME-GFN2: So you got the products..

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER We got the COF (concept of fires) essentially 
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SME-GFN2: You had the products so you had the initial 

allocation, right? Who is going, the responsibilities on the 

target, and the standard via the brief? Is there an SOP

(standing operating procedure) that if you move off that area 

that you assume a certain responsibility, gunship has as PLO’s?

Or are you working it out in the air?

NAVIGATOR: We initially got a copy of the concept of fires,

which gave the assets that were going to be on station and their 

altitude blocks, the micro and macro GRG for Lefty Grove, and

then a sensor de-confliction plan.  All of those are really 

entering arguments until actions on (the objective) and then the 

JTAC, basically-- we take direction from the JTAC on what he 

wants us to look at.  After the AWT PID’d the 8 pax north of 

building 110, moving westbound, and       cleared them on 

the 8 pax, we requested immediately to go overhead and that was 

so that if anybody actually left the engagement site, we would 

be able to track them.  Which is exactly what we did; we passed 

down immediately to       that we had two of the pax from

the engagement site squirting to the northwest. He told us to 

maintain track, and then I believe he talked to the ground force 

commander and we were pushing to try to engage, since these guys 

had already been PID’d hostile and engaged them with AWT. We

were trying to get 40mm to engage these two squirters and the

( )( ) ( )( )(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ), ( )( )
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JTAC came back and said that ground force commander had elected 

to use that as a follow on (action), rather than engage those 

guys.  So, maintain track on the two squirters that we found and 

that’s when we were able to….280 (280 refers to the specific 

group of squirters they were tracking).

SME-GFN2: Gotcha.

NAVIGATOR: So, we maintained track all the way out up to 2 

kilometers and like we talked about yesterday, what is the 

ground force commander thinking? We are thinking about that in 

the aircraft, at that point they were too far away to logically

go and interdict those two squirters on foot, so that’s when we

believe the idea of the IRF and QRF was brought up.

SME-GFN2: Ok, so just adding on to that question. So, all of 

sudden, was there a definite FRAGO on the IRF being infilled or

was this kind of something that you are kind of figuring out as

you were going along.

NAVIGATOR: Figuring, we were figuring it out as we went along.

SME_GFN2: So, there was no distinct ‘this is what’s going to 

happen, this is the HLZ they’re going to.’ ---

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: From      ? No.  Yea he said they 

were going to launch QRF for a follow-on, but all the 

coordination was on helo common to figure out where that HLZ 

 was going to occur. If the EWO (Electronic Warfare 

??(b)(3), (b)(6)
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Officer) was here, there was some MIRC traffic going back as 

well from like    ,[another voice said yep] it was also 

verifying that the grids for the HLZ   for the QRF.

SME-GFN2: So you were, you mention that you were tasked to 

light up HLZ , who tasked you to do that?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: The helo Extortion flight.

SME-GFN2: Extortion, ok, so did you have positive sat comms on

a sat check with    , as it was waiting to launch on the

IRF?

NAVIGATOR: We had comms with hem on Fires. We had them on FD-2,

they were on their way in, I don’t know how far out it was.  He

was trying to reach      on FD-3, but was not getting 

them.  So, he talked to me and he was asking us to relay to 

     that they were going to shift to FD-2 primary,

because FD-3 wasn’t working. So I relayed to     : ‘hey

we are going to stay on FD-2,    and       3 are both 

going to be on the same fires net once they get on the ground.’

So, that message was passed, but we definitely did have good 

comms with      prior to them to ingress into the area.

SME-GFN1: But he never passed any specific instructions for you 

guys?

NAVIGATOR: No Sir.

SME-JSOAC: Do you normally monitor helo common?

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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NAVIGATOR: Yes sir, if the radio is available.

SME-GFA: So you guys are tracking the 280 squirters with one

sensor on them that was tasked by JTAC, or is that part of the 

COF [concept of fires]?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: It was initially part of COF for us to 

track----

SME-GFA: Because   was the primary squirter right? Or you 

guys?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: They were the warden, so they were 

maintaining eyes on the objective area and we were tasked to do 

the first squirters, which was the 280. So we maintained track 

on them and then if they had anything additional outside of 

that.  So, that was our task via the COF, but then it was also 

tasked via    to maintain eyes those individuals.

SME-GFA: So the 280 becomes a group of up to 13 pax and in tree 

line areas?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well yea, you can see the whole path, the

whole time line, on how many pax they pick up, and where they 

pick them up, starts from that first page right there. So you 

can see the initial AWT engagement. [referencing the AC-130

graphics during the discussion]

( )( ) ( )( )(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ), ( )( )

(b)(3), (b)(6)



SECRET 
 
 

SECRET 
 
 

SME-GFA: So they engaged five--- like eight pax at this point 

kill six, two keep going and a couple more come out of the 280

series.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well no there is not even a 280 series; we 

just label these the 280. 

NAVIGATOR- Yea, the JTAC actually labeled them 280 just because 

they were going northwest. 

SME-GFA: Ok got it, so that’s a follow on label?

NAVIGATOR: Yes sir.

SME-GFA: Ok.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: And there is the time line, they proceed

down this road---

NAVIGATOR actually they were moving tactically through the trees

here the whole time.

SME_GFA: And the crowd continues to build as they go along?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: You’ve got it; here they pick up two more, 

they move to three, move to five and you can see the time stamps 

on their route

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: [inaudible] [paper rattling]

compound they were waiting on the outside and people would come 

out and meet up with them and run, and tactically move again and 

they were hiding under a bridge at one point and then more pax

met up with them , I think that were ----
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SME-GFA: Did you guys see weapons, did you get PID on the 

weapons?

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: No we didn’t see any PID weapons.

SME-GFA: So --somehow you find out that the IRF is spinning up, 

but you never knew what the actual mission of the IRF was?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: to interdict the squirters is what we 

assessed.

SME-GFA: So you got that?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER:  Yes sir.

SME-JSOAC: But that was not given to you, you assessed that 

through your internal cockpit comms.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: It was all moving in that direction because 

the JTAC,     , when these guys were farther and farther 

west into the north, we say ‘ok, they’re going to use these as a 

follow on objective.’ So, that’s the only positive 

communication and we knew, ‘ok they are going to launch and what 

we have seen in the past they will launch someone else to go and 

interdict these squirters.’ I don’t know if it was ”Okay

attention on the net, this QRF is launching to interdict these 

squirters, here is the TOT ---

SME-GFA: You say you don’t know that ?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: That was not broadcast but what was 

broadcast over the net was that we are going to use this as a 

(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ) ( )( )
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follow-on objective and then on helo common we start picking up.

Ok, this is what’s going on,     traffic for the Team

on that objective---

SME-GFA:   is who?

SME-GFN1:    is the (TF)   officer.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: And that traffic was spinning up, saying

‘ok, these guys are going to this HLZ,’ but I think we’ve got

the MIRC logs.

IO: At the time of the aircraft downing, you had the pax count

at 8, is that right?

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Sir, yea there was 8 in the tree 

line ,

NAVIGATOR: They stopped underneath; the terrain here is actually

pretty significant, probably about a 20ft drop off from the road 

down to the tree line where they stopped. When we came back to 

these guys, we initially passed them off to   , they

maintained eyes on in the area, we came back this was after the 

    element moved to interdict the 1/A/1 and 1/A/2

squirters.  Those were the additional squirters that were in the 

area, we basically swapped sensors with  . So, we went 

looking for the 1/A/1 and 1/A/2 and had the 280 squirters. 

After     pushed through] 

IO: Incidentally, did they ever find and/or engage them?

(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ) ( )( )
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TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Negative, sir.

IO: Negative?  I didn’t think so.  Okay.  So,  , at this 

point now, is watching the eight MAMs [military age males] in

the elbow of the road --

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

IO: -- in the tree line.

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

IO: Okay.

NAVIGATOR: When we brought our sensor back, IR got on the 

position and we watched three of the 280 squirters move off to 

the west and then up to the north to this next compound; this 

next little village up there.  That’s when we labeled them 280B, 

so the 280A was still a group of five --

IO: --five?

NAVIGATOR: Right; and then the 280B went up to these buildings;

this big one right here and then there was another small 

building off to the west.

IO: Okay, and where was this pole like object that was 

referenced?

NAVIGATOR: [Looking through documents.]  The 280B squirters

were down here about 500 meters to the southeast of HLZ   

and the turret that we saw --

IO: I’m with you –OK, I understand

,(b)(3), (b)(6)( )( ), ( )( )
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NAVIGATOR: -- where the people were was much closer to where 

the crash site was --

IO: I’m absolutely clear.

SME-GFA:      was looking at something in the wood 

line.  Do you guys have any idea what they were looking at?

SME-GFN1: He said there looked like there was something --

SME_GFA: There’s a tower.  It’s sitting in the middle of the 

trees.

SME-GFN1: -- like a tower in the wood line.

NAVIGATOR: Which line were you looking at?

SME-GFA: I don’t know.  You look at the feed, it was all in

lat/long. But, it looked like a group of trees with a tower and 

--

NAVIGATOR: We never saw that.

SME-GFA: It looked like a big turret kind of tower.  So, did 

somebody tell you to go look at HLZ  ?  I think you said 

they did; right?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well, no.  Not specifically.

IO: Did you take it as an implied task to be prepared to burn 

HLZ   ?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: That’s normally what we do, and that’s why 

we establish COMs with the helos prior to their infil, when we 

hear they are spinning-up and we asked them, “would you like us 

??(b ? ?)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4??b ??
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to put the burn down,” and they said “affirmative, one minute 

out,” we said “we got it.”

SME-GFA: Did you guys get a launch time, a TOT (time on target)

time?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We got a TOT, and the original TOT –

NAVIGATOR-in the initial traffic we were passed the grid for HLZ 

 as it’s depicted on the product, sir: VC8067064160. We 

were passed: “There’s 30 PAX.  280 land heading on HLZ  , 

GU2 is going to be the primary JTAC on that bird.” The initial 

infil time we were passed was 2150Z and they were going to be 

operating on FD3.  So, like we talked about, there were 

significant delays getting Extortion into the HLZ.  I talked 

with   about the issue with   .  We pushed everybody to  , 

so that was no longer an issue.

SME-GFA: You talked to   when?

IO: I’m sorry, say --

NAVIGATOR: That was while they were in bound.

SME-GFA: In bound?

IO: Say the original TOT again.

NAVIGATOR: The original TOT that we were passed was 2150.

IO: Okay and 2209 --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: This is an important fact too, in my mind, 

was the initial run-in – let’s see

(b)(3), (b)(6)b)(3), (b)(6 b)(3), (b)(6 ..(bb)(3), (b)(66..b (b)(3), (b)(6),,)(3), (b)()(3), (b)(
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IO: -- Right, it’s about a 120, but you said he was going to 

land 280?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Right, they were originally going to come 

in something like this and it ended up -- We saw their feed, 

their BFT tracker and they’re initially coming here, and then 

they’re like, “well, I don’t know what’s going through,” you 

know their comms but they end up coming through and switching 

it.

IO: Did you know that? Or, did you assume that based on a land 

heading of 280 because the route did take them out to northwest,

and Chalk 2,   did fall off at the six-minute point, 

approximately, entered left hand holding oriented toward that 

objective, but lead continued around with the intent to land 

280? My understanding was that he was going to approach from 

the northwest, make a pedal turn and --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We did not get that from the flight.  We 

assumed with their landing heading that they would be coming in 

from that direction, so --

SME-JSOAC: But you were tracking their BFTs as they [inaudible] 

--

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: No, we weren’t.

SME-JSOAC: You were not?
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AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: This is after the fact, because we were 

like, “Why was there that large delay,” because we heard them 

call 3 minutes out, and then we’re like, okay, we’ve got like 2 

minutes before the call for the burn and there was a significant 

amount of time.  Several minutes had passed from when we 

anticipated hearing that ‘one minute out’ call.  We had a 

discussion whether or not to call the helos and see what the 

delay was.  We’re like, “Well, they could be in a critical phase 

of flight here.  We don’t want to bug them.  We’ll see what 

boils down.  We’ll give them a little more time.”  Then, we 

heard the ‘one minute out’ call and then we but the burn down 

[inaudible].

SME-GFN1: Now, there was some discussion -- people questioning,

whether there was a request for a burn or a sparkle much earlier 

than one minute out.  Do you guys -- can you guys speak about 

that?

IO: I think the request for sparkle was actually the   

 elements that where asking to sparkle it and that was so 

they could slew their TADs --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: to the 280 Bravos.  Yes, sir.

SME-GFN1: Okay.

IO: Actually, it was to slew their TADs to  .  As they 

came back out they asked for sparkle and you can see it in their 

(b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4..(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.
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TADs they’re searching for it.  They asked to sparkle and he 

locks up on what I presume to be your --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: -- our laser.

SME-GFA: Any COMs traffic with GU2?  Any taskers in there or is 

it just COMs check type stuff --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: This is a COM check -- he was having 

difficulty talking to   just in general and I think 

that was probably due to terrain and -- at the altitude we were 

at we had good COMs (communication) with him.  The only thing 

that he had asked us to do was to make sure that  

knew that we were going to be operating on FD2. So both JTACs

were on the same freq when they got on the ground.

SME-GFA: But your understanding was you’re getting tasked from 

GU2 once it hit the ground?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We’ve -- Yeah -- I don’t remember exactly 

who was going to be tasked to which JTAC.  I know the discussion 

was had, but I can’t remember exactly who     --

how they had worked out the allocation of assets.

SME-GFA: I guess going back to the post-RPG launch.  Did you 

guys put out a net call, “Hey POO, did you slew a sparkle to 

that area?”

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: [inaudible] -- we told them.  Yes, sir --

that there was -- we had RPGs.

  (b)(3), (b)(6)
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NAVIGATOR: Yeah, AWT immediately called it on the helo common

and then we got our sensors in the area. And initially, when the 

IR moved to the location of the crash, personally it was -- the

strength of an idea.  I didn’t believe that was a helicopter 

because there was nothing.  It was just a fire ball.  So, we 

kept searching in the area, and then finally went back to it, 

and realized that yes, that was actually the helicopter and then

on the AWT tape you can hear about 20 seconds after the helo

actually went down is when I told     that Extortion had 

been hit by an RPG.

SME-GFA: Yeah, I guess the reason I’m asking is because AH’s

(attack helicopter) is saying POO in this area up here.  You 

guys are saying down here --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We saw them engage right away.

SME-GFA: Yeah, I mean, he shot his gun [inaudible] up here 

pretty quickly, but I think they were tracking all along for 

both the POO from this area right here and I’m just --

IO: You’re absolutely right.  That’s what he kept articulating 

yesterday.  You guys were clear on the tape, it was on a turret 

type building, and as a matter of fact, after he had made his 

shots and he continues to work the area, you can see him begin 

to pick up on that and he starts looking at the turret area very 

specifically.
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NAVIGATOR: And, part of that too is Striker asked us were we,

We told   that we could laze again to get his eyes on 

the activity that we were seeing, that I talked about earlier,

down there in the bottom level of that three-to-four story 

building.  When we looked in this area that was the only 

activity we actually saw.  We didn’t see anything up and around 

here, but there is definitely eight to ten people in the bottom 

level of that building, you know, moving back and forth between 

buildings, coming together to talk, moving around. Which goes

into, also, as we were sitting there we were watching the MIRC

traffic-- we got the      , was getting chatter 

that the folks on the ground were looking to attack the downed 

Helo.  That’s in the MIRC logs as well.

SME-GFA: This is what we are -- I think the JTAC,     ,

eventually labeled 1A group of folks; right?

NAVIGATOR: I believe so. 

SME-GFA: We were talking about a group of folks 500 meters to 

the west of the crash site.

NAVIGATOR: That was our initial call and I believe that at that 

time our INS point, which is just basically where the aircraft 

was orbiting around, was actually on the HLZ and was actually 

reading the distance from the HLZ to the –POO site
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SME-GFA: I think someone came on and clarified that it was 

actually south of the crash site.

NAVIGATOR: Right; and I believe that     (ref. A-10

Thunderbolt Aircraft ---nickname  ) was the one that 

actually clarified.  We were tracking the crash site.  We were 

tracking the POO and with everything that was going on. All the

activity that we were watching on the ground with the folks,

that was a misspeak on my part, but we were definitely in 

contact with both-- the supposed POO-site and the crash site.

MSE-GFA: When did   come on station?

NAVIGATOR: 45 minutes to an hour after the helo went down.

IO: And who is that?

IE: [several speakers].        . (A-10 aircraft)

SME-GFN2- Did you ask them to come over?

NAVIAGTOR: I believe that was all worked through G87 and 

through the Task Force. To get assets on-station. Basically,

we didn’t request anybody.  We were passing all the information 

that we were seeing and then the C2 elements were working on 

getting more folks 

SME-GFA: Okay, so from your guys’ crew who all saw the three 

RPGs?

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: I saw one of them, sir.

IO: I’m sorry?
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TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: I saw one of them.

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Yes, sir, because I was burning the 

LZ at the time and the pilot said that he saw the two RPGs. I

slewed over to his HUD, which I just went dead nuts, pretty 

much, that’s zero in my azimuth at -20 in elevation and my

sensor, which puts him directly where his HUD is looking and I 

saw the helo was already on the deck. a big fire ball already 

and the third RPG came in from the POO site and it went straight 

over the helo and it looked like they were just putting off 

another round just to ensure that they got the helo, or

whatever.  But, as soon as I did that the IR slaved to me and he

saw individuals on the roof handing objects down to the second 

level, and they started heading down to the second level, and

they were all running around the compound, moving in between 

buildings erratically.  I mean they were running in between the 

compounds and all that, and that’s when AWT put suppressive fire 

out there.

SME-INTEL: Sir, that’s consistent with the   was that

one individual said that he could not shoot as quickly, but yet 

again two shots were fired, then he shot again when he was 

supposed to be -- he was on the radio but he was called to fire—

to engage

SME-GFA: Who picked up that ?

(b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4c( )( ) ( )( )
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SME-INTEL: I don’t know who picked it up specifically, but it’s 

from the message traffic from the MIRC [inaudible].

IO: You got it documented?

SME-INTEL: Yes, sir.  It is.  I have it.

IO: Can you guys talk us through a little bit of the confusion 

here then for the launch of the Pathfinder element?

NAVIGATOR: We had heard on, I believe it was SAT, that the 

Pathfinder element was ready to infil on    t, but were being 

held.  I don’t believe we actually ever got a launch call, 

however, we did see the IR strobe of the     flight coming 

up from the southeast towards HLZ  .  This was already after

the --

IO: --   element.  Right.  The 1B.

NAVIGATOR: Yeah, the Rangers moved up.  They basically came up 

here almost due east of the crash site and then cut across this 

field.  They were already -- The majority of the Rangers on the 

ground were in the vicinity of the crash site by the time 

    came into the area.  Basically, we watched    come

in and land.

IO: And you think he landed where?

NAVIGATOR: I believe it was in this general area of HLZ  , 

but even after we watched the Pathfinder get out of the 

helicopter and we could see them, but we had absolutely no 
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contact with them and were unsure if the assault force on the 

ground actually had contact with the Pathfinders either.

IO: Did you quickly understand though that they were relaying 

through the AWT?  They had commo with them.

NAVIGATOR: No. No, sir.  I did not.

IO: In fact, they would have been talking to them on Fires. 

NAVIGATOR: We never heard  or the Pathfinders on Fires, 

sir, on FD2

IO: Okay.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We had CSAR-A (combat search and rescue-

afghanistan) up as well.  I heard nothing -- no traffic on that.

We were trying to pull up any frequency that we think they might 

have been on and we didn’t have any joy

SME-GFA: As the on-scene commander, they are required to check 

in with you guys; check-in and check-out; right?

IO: I don’t think they could have known that yet.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yeah, they probably didn’t know that we had 

established that, but I don’t know [inaudible] --

SME-GFN1: Only the people that were COMs with you at the time 

would have known that unless it got passed positively --

[inaudible] [several people talking]

SME-GFA: But this is –

SME-JSOAC: Was there a ROZ established at this point?
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AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Not for that particular site.  There was 

still a ROZ Lefty Grove.

SME-INTEL: Quick question, was   on target?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yeah, I’m trying to remember what time they

checked off

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: They were on for the majority of Lefty 

Grove and at one point they checked out.  I can’t --

SME-INTEL: They checked out and then      ) came

in after?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: I remember   came in after the crash.

SME-MH47: As all these forces started flowing in sir, what 

happened to the building, the cylinder building and the 

personnel there?  Did you see them move out?

NAVIGATOR: They stayed in the main building, and as time 

progressed there was less activity going on inside thjose 

buildings. So initially after the RPG shots they were moving 

around very quickly having small meetings and then moving around 

mor,e and then even as we continued to watch through the night, 

you know it started to slow down two hours after the crash and 

when we actually departed station.

IO: What could we do better?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: I think the coordination for the infil 

could have definitely gone better.  I think knowing what the 
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plan was and who was going to be looking at what.  We had a lot 

of assets on Lefty Grove, still; they were conducting a call-out

on the 60 series, so I think the de-confliction between what 

assets were going to go over here and what assets were going to 

stay on Lefty Grove to facilitate that call-out.  That 

coordination probably could have gone better -- could have been 

better and I think -- I’m not sure, it just appeared to us the 

whole plan for getting into this area was rushed, I guess.  I 

don’t know if that’s the case, but that’s kind of one thing that 

I thought might have been done a little bit better.

NAVIGATOR: One of the other things that we did talk about --

kind of what you’re hitting on, sir, is about the fact that, you

know, for three hours we had been burning holes in the sky.

You’ve got AWT flying around, so there’s a lot of noise going on 

and basically, this entire valley knows that there’s something 

happening in this area.  So, to do an infil on the X or Y, you

know, having that element of surprise in the beginning of an 

operation is good, but by the time we’ve been there for three 

hours, and the party’s up, bringing in another air craft like 

that, you know, may not be the most tactically sound decision.

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: At this point,   already 

sent a team to interdict those two squirters down by his 
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position and they never found them.  I mean, that’s an issue 

right there.

IO: I’m sorry, say that one more time.

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR:     sent the team down by 

the Lefty Grove objective --

SME-GFA: That was the 1A1, 1A2 squirters.

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: -- yeah  is tracking two 

individuals.  One was wounded, the other one was taking care of 

him and then once they sent a team out to interdict those 

individuals, they took contact from them, but they never found 

them.  The team went and searched for them.  They found their 

hold-up site in a tree line with motos (ref. motorcycles), cell 

phones, bed rolls, everything like that.  But they never found 

those individuals.  So, there were still two individuals at that 

point out there that they knew were hostile, still had weapons 

and still had the intent of engaging the friendlies at that 

point, from what we saw in the back because they had already 

took contact from them.  Not only that, but they engaged the 

individuals in the beginning, you know, and they are all PID’d

with weapons.  It’s just didn’t feel comfortable to us to bring

another helo in, especially not having a ground team down there 

securing an LZ for them.

(b)(3), (b)(6)(b)(3), (b)(6)
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AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: To the ‘X’ -- you know, when the original 

Op was to an off-set essentially, to hike in on foot to the 

objective for the element of surprise and you’re bringing in a 

Helo, essentially an X to these squirters that we we’re tracking 

after we’d been there for three hours.  I think that’s what 

we’re getting at. 

NAVIGATOR: I think also, too, going back, the original 

engagement with the AWT, they had PID all eight of those 

individuals hostile. We tracked two off, and the fact that we 

were tracking them the entire way -- two clicks.  There were 

several opportunities where we could have engaged with 40MM 

ensuring 0 CDE (Collateral Damage Estimate) on any buildings.

The opportunity was definitely there for us to engage those two 

guys or even provide containment fires to try to slow their 

movement.  I think that that was also probably [inaudible] --

IO: Did you ask to engage them?

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

IO: And it was denied by 2-3; right?

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: I think he spoke with    , the Ground

Force Commander and he said, “No. No-go. Just maintain eyes-

on.”

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: At one point, too, we also tried to 

get   eyes back on them to re-PID them and   

    didn’t want to do that because he didn’t want to burn those 

individuals because he knew he was going to bring the QRF to 

engage those individuals.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER:     

    

     

           

 

SME-JSOAC: They are linguists that fly on just to listen in.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: And that was one thing that may have 

facilitated figuring out all the activity that was in the area, 

because these guys had moved off target quite a ways --

IO: But   was on the target.  Is there a different asset 

that you have that allows him to do that?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well, let’s see.  We’ve got  , 

that’s up there that can monitor that stuff and I don’t know 

what traffic they were pushing.

SME-INTEL: Sir, the issue would be is the   allows them 

real-time intel versus having to process it back [in the rear].

IO: Okay, my bad.
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TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Okay, most of the time, too,   

  what they’re usually tasked to do is just to put buzzer on

so individuals can’t do push-to-talk or GSM or anything like 

that.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: But it seems like there’s a lot of 

coordination going on in the area.  So, with these individuals 

who were monitoring and then another group that --

IO: What was the LIMFAC on you guys having that guy up with you 

that night?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Just availability and then resource 

allocation.  A lot of them are going to just -- assets for re-

supply missions on our M28s that are going into different areas 

and that’s one of the primary defenses [inaudible] --

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Because right now we’re sharing two 

DSOs for our asset, the Talons, and then the Whiskeys down in 

Kandahar.

SME-JSOAC: The M28s are a new small air lift platform, unarmed,

that goes around and resupplies the VSO sites.  So having the 

DSOs on board there is really about Aircraft Survivability 

Equipment listening in so that’s why they probably allocated it

on the M28.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: That would be a nice asset to have onboard.

(b)(3), (b)(6))
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IE: -- [inaudible] so, it couldn’t have got on the air craft 

anyway.  There’s only three DSOs here.

SME-MH47: The TOT you had was 2150 initially?  Was that ever 

updated or did it just go event-driven?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: It was updated.  They actually passed -- I

think it ended up being 2210.

IO: Okay, it’s going to be pretty close to 2210.

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

SME-INTEL: When you said three DSOs available, is that for all 

Afghanistan?

IE: No, three DSOs available to CJSOAC (Combined Joint Special 

Operations Aviation Command) here, and there are about three or 

four down at Kandahar and then you have your TSO and possible 

some manual capability on the U-28s but I’m not sure about that.

[The interview was concluded] 


