
Aircraft Maintenance History Summary 
 
 
The EXTORTION 17 helicopter was a CH-47D model, tail number 84-24175.  It was originally 
manufactured as a CH-47C model, tail number 69-17113, and converted from a “C” model to a 
“D” model on 17 June 1985.12   
 
While still configured as a CH-47C model, 69-17113 was involved in one Class B accident in 
19743 and one Class C accident in 1981.4  Following conversion to a CH-47D model in 1985, 
84-24175 was involved in one Class D accident in 19865, one Class D in 19906, and one Class D 
in 2000.7  On 13 January 2003, the aircraft was involved in a Class C accident while assigned to 
the 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Brigade in Afghanistan when its aft main landing gear was 
damaged.  During ground taxi on a road, the pavement gave-way resulting in damage to the 
undercarriage.8  More recently, aircraft 84-24174 was involved in a another Class D accident on 
12 December 2009 while assigned to B Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade in 
Afghanistan.  During ground taxiing the right rear strut assembly failed.  The aircraft was 
returned to service.9      
 
All Aviation Safety Action Messages (ASAMs) and Modification Work Orders (MWOs) were 
up to date through 2011.10   
 
A 400-hour phase inspection of the aircraft was conducted in January 2011, and a 200-hour 
phase inspection was completed on 5 June 2011 by the L-3 Global Security & Engineering 
Solutions (GS&ES) Depot Maintenance and Repair Facility at Forward Operating Base (FOB) 
      The aircraft was Fully Mission Capable (FMC) on the night of 5/6 August 2011.11   

 
The photograph below shows the aircraft tail number as it was painted on the fuselage.  The first 
digit is not shown.  The second number clearly shows the number “0” instead of a “4” as 
indicated in the aircraft maintenance records and historical files.  This is believed to be a 
stenciling error as the aircraft panel was improperly painted.  The accident investigation team 
was not able to determine why this occurred, but information provided by the unit indicates they 
have found a few other aircraft that are Stay Behind Equipment (SBE) with the same 
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discrepancy.  The aircraft historical records all indicated the correct year prefix of “84” 
throughout its history.121314 
 
 
 

 

   
                                                                    

                                                             
                

                  
                                  

Figure 1.  Tail number panel of aircraft 84-24175 recovered from crash site. 
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