SWORN STATEMENT

GREEN My name is (b)(6) I reside in Valdosta,
Georgia. I am the father of Corporal Pruitt Raney. My son was
in the 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne, Second Battalion. He was
assigned to Afghanistan.

I had several conversations with my son leading up to July 2008.
When he came home for leave, he spent a couple of weeks at my
home, and we talked almost daily before he terminated his leave
and went back to Afghanistan. Some days, he was unable to talk
because of the affect upon him from issues that happened in
Afghanistan during his tour. We literally talked over the
telephone or emailed each other every day once he got back to
Afghanistan.

My son mentioned to me that his Platoon had been assigned a
mission toward the end of their tour in Afghanistan. He was
excited and anxious about coming home because his unit’s date
for departing Afghanistan had been postponed a couple of times.
He was very upset over the last postponement and did not
understand why it was happening since his unit had already
served 14 months in Afghanistan. He also did not understand why
his unit had to move their Base on BELLA down to Wanat. My son
thought that this was a dangerous mission and did not have a
good feeling about the next two weeks that his unit would be
conducting this new mission so close to their departure. My son
talked with me about having to move Camp BELLA to Wanat in two
weeks, and the issues relating to doing such physical labor in
the heat of Afghanistan. He told me that it was safer for his
unit to do the job rather than have the new guys do it. My son
maintained a positive attitude about the move, but told me that
he was worried about it; not just from the heat and physical
labor aspect, but because of anticipated enemy attack. My son
spent a lot of time talking with Holverter and Lt Brostrom, and
lifting weights with them. The three of them were very
concerned about the enemy in their move to Wanat. Specifically,
my son was concerned about moving to Wanat because he knew it
was a bad area because of threats from the enemy. His unit had
tried to move to Wanat in the past but was not allowed to do so.
In my son’s opinion, the move to Wanat should have been made

three to six months earlier move was made.
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My son told me that he knew his unit was going to be attacked at
Wanat but he thought they would be able to handle it. But the
next time I talked with him, he told me he was scared about
being at Wanat. I knew my son loved playing poker so I asked
him if he was playing that night and he told me that poker was
the last thing on his mind. He told me that he was ready to get
out of Wanat; he already had orders to North Carolina to do
recruiting there to finish out his tour of duty. 1In the 15
months my son was in Afghanistan, the last two weeks were the
only times that he expressed concern to me. My son is not one
to back down from a fight. He is a big guy. As a father, I was
concerned when he told me that he knew his unit was going to be
attacked, and that they were in a bowl and vulnerable to the
enemy. My son talked to me about not having proper support for
the Wanat mission in the event the enemy attacked. I knew my
son was serious about his concerns, and it hit home when he told
me he was scared. Some of the last words my son tcld me were
that he was not sure if he was going to make it home.

When I got back home from my son’s funeral in July 2008, I
called Major General Chambers and I emailed him and told him
that I had a bad feeling about what happened to my son in
Afghanistan. I told him that my son knew he was going to be
attacked and had expressed to me his concerns that his unit
would not have proper support during an attack at Wanat. I
emailed Major General Chambers some guestions about the mission
in Wanat and asked him to answer them. He responded that he
could not answer the questions but that he would find somebody
who could. I followed-up with Major General Chambers and he
eventually forwarded my email to my son’s commander who
contacted me within 24 hours. The Battalion Commander, (v)®) (b)3)
(b)6), b)3) + for my son’s unit called me in November 2008, and we
talked for two hours. The Commander told me very detailed and
nice things about my son and how he depended on him to
accomplish the mission with quiet and effective leadership,
while carrying a big stick. The Commander also told me
everything that happened at the battle at Wanat. I asked the
Commander if there was anything that he would have done
differently concerning Wanat, but he would not specifically say
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that he would have done anything differently. He said that
everything was done that could possibly be done for the unit at
Wanat. I queried him further and asked if the unit had
everything they needed to protect them and support them to
include material and surveillance capability. He assured me
that they did.

In September 2009, I received a call from my son’s Commander who
was back in Afghanistan. He was on the defensive at that time
and was annoyed after having been interviewed by a reporter for
eight hours. The Commander told me that he would sit down with
all of the parents whose sons were killed at Wanat and answer
their questions but that he would not sit through another
interview by a reporter. I asked the Commander again if
anything else could have been done to protect the unit at Wanat
and he said probably so. I then asked if there were any
mistakes made and he said yes there were some mistakes made. I
told the commander that I knew a lot more today than I knew in
July and November 2008. I asked him about the UAVs and whether
they were in the air that night, he replied that they were not
just sitting on the ground. I then asked, if the UAV’s were in
the air would they have made a difference and he said absoclutely
it would have made a difference. The Commander said it wasn’t
exactly a planned outpost, but it was going to be a vehicle
patrol station. He admitted to me that Wanat was not a planned
outpost. In my opinion, the whole goal at this point is for the
Army to learn from their mistakes and not repeat it again.

It is tough to swallow what happened to my son and looking into
what happened and remembering his fears that he expressed to me.
My son told me that it was a bad and dangerous road from Bella
to Wanat and that he did not understand why the unit was moving,
when they were moving, or the unit’s mission once they arrived
in Wanat. It was not until this past June 2009, that I read the
Army’'s report about Wanat. After reading the investigation,
nothing I read has changed my mind concerning Wanat. I still
believe that the Army needs to learn from their mistakes and do
it right the next time. I do not have any resentment or ill
feelings towards the Army. I have total respect and honor for
what everybody here does, including what my son did. That’s
what I want the public and everyone to now, that none of these
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kids died in vain. I do not know if the Commander listened to
the soldier’s concerns and fears, and took them seriously or
not. The only thing I care about is that the truth is known and
that the Army move forward and learn from what happened at Wanat
and not repeat the same mistakes.

My question is whether or not decisions were made accurately and
planned out accordingly. I am not convinced that the plan for
Wanat was a good plan. From what my son told me it was not. In
hindsight, obviously it was not. Nobody expected this level of
attack on Wanat but two or three weeks agc we had the same
attack in the same area. The unit in the recent attack was very
fortified so I know that this can happen at any time.

I still question some of my son’s Commander’s decisions at

Wanat. One question specifically to (b)(6), (b)(3) is: DIAMOND

Why in November 2008 did he say that there were no mistakes
made, and the unit had everything they needed, but in September
2009 he admitted that there were mistakes made and that the UAVs
could have made a difference? He also told me that they knew an
attack was coming but that they did not know the magnitude of
it. Apparently the unit did not have everything they needed at
Wanat. I feel like the Commander lied to me.

[ asked (b)(6), (b)(3) why it took so long to get to Wanat.
He said that the Waygal Valley was mountainous. That it was so
far logistically that he could not get to the Soldiers at Wanat
in time. I asked him if he meant that it was too dangerous or
too far away. He said timing is everything in war, and that it
took longer to get to the unit than it was supposed to take. I
asked him if it would have made any difference if he could have
gotten there earlier and he said that it probably would not have
made a difference. I took his word that it would not have made
a difference. It actually made me feel better. But a year

later I learned that they were an hour away, which was a punch
in the stomach to me.
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GREEN |, (b)(6) .. HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS

beta

ON PAGE 4. | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS
TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE
STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF
PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE. OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

GREEN b6
(b)(6) srson Making Statement)
Subscribed and swom to before me, a person authorized by
law to a aths, this J/ day of
at : : ,
(b)(6). (b)(3) (b)(6), (b)(3)
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