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Operational Terms

combat effectiveness — The ability of a unit to perform its mission. Factors such as

ammunition, personnel, status of fuel, and weapon systems are assessed and rated. (FM 101-
5)

combat formation — An ordered arrangement of forces for a specific purpose and the general
configuration of a unit on the ground. (FM 3-90)

combat information — (DOD) Unevaluated data, gathered by or provided directly to the
tactical commander which, due to its highly perishable nature or the criticality of the
situation, cannot be processed into tactical intelligence in time to satisfy the user’s tactical
intelligence requirements. See also information. See FM 6-0.

combat intelligence — (DOD) That knowledge of the enemy, weather, and geographical
features required by a commander in the planning and conduct of combat operations. See FM
34-1.

combat load — The minimum mission-essential equipment, as determined by the commander
responsible for carrying out the mission, required for soldiers to fight and survive immediate
combat operations. (FM 10-1)

combat loading — (DOD, NATO) The arrangement of personnel and the stowage of equipment
and supplies in a manner designed to conform to the anticipated tactical operation of the
organization embarked. Each individual item is stowed so that it can be unloaded at the
required time. See also loading plan. See FM 55-1.

combat observation and lasing team — A fire support team controlled at the brigade level
that is capable of target acquisition under reduced visibility conditions and has both laser-
rangefinding and laser-designating capabilities. Also called COLT. See also call for fire.
(FM 6-20-40)

combat outpost — (Army) A reinforced observation post capable of conducting limited combat
operations. See also counterreconnaissance. (FM 3-90) (Marine Corps) A security force
established at the regimental level during defensive or stationary operations. (See page 7-26
for symbol.)

combat patrol — (NATO) For ground forces, a tactical unit sent out from the main body to
engage in independent fighting; detachment assigned to protect the front, flank, or rear of
the main body by fighting if necessary. Also called fighting patrol. See also ambush; raid;
security operations. See FM 7-10.

combat power — (DOD, NATO) The total means of destructive and/or disruptive force which a
military unit/formation can apply against the opponent at a given time. See FM 3-0.

combat ready — (NATO) 1. As applied to organizations or equipment: available for combat
operations. 2. As applied to personnel: qualified to carry out combat operations in the unit to
which they are assigned.

combat repair team — Provides the first line of maintenance support to armor and infantry
companies. The combat repair team (CRT) is a modular organization that provides dedicated
and habitual support to the same unit both in a garrison and a tactical environment. As the
task organization changes, a CRT moves with its supported unit. Also called CRT. (FM 4-
30.3)
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patient decontamination team — A team composed of nonmedical personnel designated by the
supported unit commander to perform patient decontamination under medical supervision.
See also patient decontamination. (FM 4-02.7)

patrol — (DOD, NATO) A detachment of ground, sea, or air forces sent out for the purpose of

gathering information or carrying out a destructive, harassing, mopping-up, or security
mission. See FM 7-7.

patrol base — The point of origin of a patrol where all equipment not required for the patrol is
left. All supplies necessary for resupplying the patrol and additional medical supplies and
assistance are staged at this location. (FM 7-7)

pattern laying — (DOD, NATO) In land mine warfare, the laying of mines in a fixed
relationship to each other. See FM 20-32.

payload — (DOD, NATO) 1. The sum of the weight of passengers and cargo that an aircraft can
carry. See FM 55-17. 2. The warhead, its container, and activating devices in a military
missile. See FM 44-100. 3. The satellite or research vehicle of a space probe or research
missile. 4. The load (expressed in tons of cargo or equipment, gallons of liquid, or number of
passengers) which the vehicle is designed to transport under specified conditions of
operation, in addition to its unladen weight. See FM 55-17.

peace building — (DOD) Post-conflict actions, predominantly diplomatic and economic, that
strengthen and rebuild governmental infrastructure and institutions in order to avoid a
relapse into conflict. See also peace enforcement; peacekeeping; peacemaking; peace
operations. See FM 3-07.

peace enforcement — (DOD) Application of military force, or the threat of its use, normally
pursuant to international authorization, to compel compliance with resolutions or sanctions
designed to maintain or restore peace and order. Also called PE. See also peace building;
peacekeeping; peacemaking; peace operations. See FM 3-07.

peacekeeping — (DOD) Military operations undertaken with the consent of all major parties to
a dispute, designed to monitor and facilitate implementation of an agreement (ceasefire,
truce, or other such agreement) and support diplomatic efforts to reach a long-term political
settlement. See also peace building; peace enforcement; peacemaking; peace
operations. See FM 3-07.

peacemaking — (DOD) The process of diplomacy, mediation, negotiation, or other forms of
peaceful settlements that arranges an end to a dispute and resolves issues that led to it. See
also peace building; peace enforcement; peacekeeping; peace operations. See FM 3-
07.

peace operations — (DOD) A broad term that encompasses peacekeeping operations and peace
enforcement operations conducted in support of diplomatic efforts to establish and maintain
peace. Also called PO. See also peace building; peace enforcement; peacekeeping;
peacemaking. See FM 3-07.

peace support psychological activities — Planned psychological activities conducted as an
integral part of peace support operations, designed to create a supportive atmosphere and a
willingness to cooperate among the parties in conflict and civilian population in the area of
operations, to protect the force and assist in the achievement of mission objectives. Also
called PSPA. (FM 3-05.30)
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mortar fire.] (Army) Indirect fire, a term used to move the point of aim higher than the
previous point of aim, usually expressed in mils. (FM 6-30)

urban area — A topographical complex where manmade construction or high population density
is the dominant feature. (FM 3-06)

urban environment — Includes the physical urban area and the complex and dynamic
interaction among its key components—the terrain (natural and manmade), the population,
and the supporting infrastructure—as an overlapping and interdependent system of systems.
Effects of this interaction may extend well into surrounding rural areas, as well as
significantly influence smaller neighboring urban areas. Critical elements of the
infrastructure may well lie outside the area’s physical confines. (FM 3-06)

urban operations — Offense, defense, stability, and support operations conducted in a
topographical complex and adjacent natural terrain where manmade construction and high
population density are the dominant features. (FM 3-0)

= v B
V-agents — Persistent, highly toxic nerve agents absorbed primarily through the skin. (FM 3-9)

variances — Differences between the actual situation during an operation and what the plan
forecasted the situation would be at that time or event. (FM 6-0)

vee formation — A unit formation with subordinate elements arranged in a V formation with
the point facing away from the templated enemy. This formation is hard to reorient and
difficult to control in heavily wooded areas but provides good firepower to the front and
flanks. See also formation; movement formation; wedge formation. (FM 3-90)

vehicle distance — (DOD, NATO) The clearance between vehicles in a column which is
measured from the rear of one vehicle to the front of the following vehicle. See also march
column; march serial; march unit. See FM 55-30.

vehicle washdown — Technique used for flushing contamination off equipment surfaces to limit
the spreading and transferring of contamination. Along with mission-oriented protective
posture gear exchange, it is part of decontamination operations. (FM 3-5)

verify — A procedure word meaning, “Verify entire message (or portion indicated) with the
originator and send correct version.” (To be used only at the discretion of the addressee to
which question message was directed.) See also procedure word. (FM 24-19)

versatility — The ability of Army forces to meet the global, diverse mission requirements of full
spectrum operations. (FM 3-0)

vertical envelopment — (DOD) A tactical maneuver in which troops, either air-dropped or air-
landed, attack the rear and flanks of a force, in effect cutting off or encircling the force. See
also air assault; envelopment. See FM 90-4.

vesicant agent — See blister agent.

viral agents — A group of viruses that have been selected as biological warfare agents because of
their ability to produce disease, illness, and death in susceptible individuals. (FM 8-284)
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