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[The testimony began at 1117, 13 October 2009.]

LtGen Natonski: Sergeant First Clas¥Pt®®) @O 1rn 145eutenant
General Richard F. Natonski, United States Marine
Corps. I have been appointed by the commander of U.S.
Central Command to conduct an investigation into the
facts and circumstances surrounding the combat action
at Wanat, Afghanistan during July 2008. Major General
David Perkins, United States Army, has been assigned
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at the deputy investigating officer. Lieutenant

Colonel | Beta(b)3) (b)6) fnd Lieutenant Colonel| sigma (b)3). (b)6)

are judge advocates assigned to the investigation

team.

The testimony you provide today will be recorded,
transcribed, and included in our report of the
investigation. Based on your testimony, we may also
prepare a separate written statement for your review

and signature.

Prior to coming on the record today, you signed a

Privacy Act Statement. Is that correct?

Yes, sir, that’s correct.

Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Your testimony will be made under

ocath. You will now be sworn.

[The witness was sworn.]

LtColpeta (0)3). 0)6) Would you please state your full name, spelling

your last?

SF@"% (b)(3), (3(6) Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtColEaanQJm@jWhat is your current unit and the unit’s
location?

SEIlet (0)(3), (b)(6) The 173rd Airborne Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy.

LtColpBeta (b)3), (b)) In July 2008, what was your unit and the unit’s

location?

SFC We were located in RCE East in Konar, Airistan,

Jullet (b)(3), (p}@aghman and Nuristan province.

1
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Beta (b)(3), (b)(8)
LtCol Of Afghanistan?

SFC [uliet (b)(3), (b)6) veg.

LtColgaa@xaim@]In July 2008, what was your rank and duty
gnment?

SFC|Juliet (b)3), (b)6)| Sergeant First Class and I was the S2X NCOIC.

LtCol{geta (b)(3), (b)6)[What does S2X mean?

SFC|juiiet (0)3), 0)6)) I’m the NCOIC of all Counterintelligence and
Human Intelligence Operations.

LtColPela (®)3). ®)% And I'm assuming your occupation field is
intelligence?

SFC{Uiet®)3). ®®  counter Intelligence.

LtCol Bligh: Counter Intelligence, okay. And in July of 2008,
how long had you been with the Brigade?

SFC| Juliet (b)(3), (b0)(6)| Seventeen months at the time.

LtCol Bligh: So you deployed with them when they left.

SFC| Juliet (0)(3), (b)6) | Roger. I had pushed out the initial push, yes,
sir.

LtColfeta ). bXY Earlier today, you approached the Brigade Staff
Judge Advocate and requested the opportunity to speak
to the investigating team because you had some
specific information regarding the operation at Wanat,
Afghanistan.

Could you please relay that information?

SFC s Roger. I approached our Brigade Staff Judge

( dvocate and relayed some information and let him know
that I wasn’t approached and wasn’t on the list to
come. CW&eton (b)3), (b)) Who works in my shop, was our
Human Interrogator Tech was on the list is TDY. I
explained to them our issue that we had and asked and
let him know that I would be available if need be. I
don’t want to leave anything out.

Juliet (b)(3), (b
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Befa (b)(3), (b)(6)
LtCol . And what information do you think might have been
left out had we not spoken with you?

SFC . Not necessarily left out, but, I guess, we

Jullet (b)(3), (b)@jeren’ t approached about the topic because it was
operational. It was on the secret side and I guess we
weren’t listed at the time. Around that--prior to the .
Wanat incident, Captait)®. ®ol§) the Rock S2 requested [ Magenta ]
that I come out and get with the team which I have
done with the two prior teams--the HUMINT teams on
Blessing. Our HUMINT teams on Blessing pushed out
individual collectors to individual FOB’s, i.e. Bella,
Wanat, Able Main and for quite some time down at the
Korengal outpost.

c

LtCo¥la b)), b)) These were your Brigade Counter-Intel teams?

SFC $ They are HUMINT, HCT, human collection teams

Juliet (b)(3), )@omprised of CI agents and interrogators doing the
collection mission. We had a very large team in
Rock’s AO which was HCT06 and, again, we had such a
‘large team and a lot of combat outposts, we had to
push individuals out.

We had two individuals that were out at Able Main and
they were the primary source handlers for a source--
pretty much our best source in all of RC East for our
brigade, our highest rated and it was a recruited

source. And the source lived in | (b)1)1.4a,c |

and prior to the incident in Wanat, he attempted to

contact our team because he was leaving (b)(1)1.4a,c to

give--pretty much give us a heads up on (b)(1)1.4a,c
(b)(1)1.4a,c

The problem was that the interpreter company, AEGIS,
threatened to fire our interpreter if he didn't go
back to Bagram which was the night before. Myself-- I
was--went from Blessing to A-bad and----

LtCoXta (b)), b)) So the night before, you mean on the 12th of
July?

SFC
Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6)

Yes.
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LtColea (b))

.(b}6)  Okay.

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6)

It was either the 12th or the day before.

LtCol|geta (b)(3), (b)6)| And on the 12th of July, you were at Camp

Blessing or --

SFC
J

=

et (b)(3), (b

: No. I went from the Korengal outpost to Blessing
@&o Abad and back to J-bad. So on the night of the
Wanat incident, I had been at J-bad -- been up for a

while and was going to go sleep until I got a phone
call. And the phone call came from our team telling
us that one of our sources had tried to contact us at
Able Main, our primary source handlers for that source
in Wanat.

We didn’t have our interpreter available and per
regulation, we couldn’t use and we didn’t know the
extent of the information he was trying to give. We
couldn’t use a Category I interpreter for a recruited
source.

LtColpeta (b)3), (b)6] And what is a Category I interpreter?

SFC
Juligt (b)(3), (b

1 Category I interpreter is a local national
\@nterpreter. Category II is a U.S. citizen with a

secret security clearance.

LtCollgeta (b)3), (b)6)) And that person had been recalled to their

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b

company headgquarters?

It was against our will which was a regular
@§ccurrence in that AO. And the other reason we
allowed him to go back was because he was said if he
didn’t come back and square away his time sheets, he
was going to get fired.

So we waived the necessary evil, and allowed him to go
back so we didn’t--we’d lose him for a couple days
versus losing him for four months. And there were
times where we were up to three months where we’d have
a vacancy because interpreters didn’t want to go out
to Konar province so we didn’t want to risk losing our
terp for a duration so we sent him back and we had a
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terp on standby at Camp Blessing. But Coms were not
able to get through.

LtColbBeta 0)3). (0)6) Able Main is where in relation to Blessing?

SFC

Julipt (b)(3), (b

: Blessing is at the mouth of the Waygal so Able

xMain is east on the Pech Valley. If you’re traveling

east on the Pech, you would hit FOB Michigan at the
mouth of the Korengal and then further on down the
road, you will hit Able Main where Able Company was.
But that was just the relay. We didn’t want--we
typically we wouldn’t have our source come to an area
| (b)) 1.4 a,c SO0 our main source
handlers were further east and individuals that
maintained contact with him.

LtCol Beta (0)3), (b)6) So when you learned that the source was

attempting to contact you, what took place?

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b

He called twice. The team called me. I was down

(gt J-bad at this point. I had an interpreter on
standby. I tried to contact him. The team tried to

contact him and call back but we were unable to

establish Coms at that point. And I wasn’t able to
establish Coms with him until roughly 0700, around
that timeframe.

LtCol|Beta (b)3), (b)6)|On the 13th?

SFC
Juligt (b)(3), (b

Roger. Later on after everything had already
y§pun up. At that point, I asked him what was it he

was trying to push down and he pretty much laid out

what he was trying to tell us and --

LtCol [Beta (b)(3). (b)(6

SFC |juliet (b)(3), (b)(6) (b)1)1.4a,¢c
Ltcolsmamanmw
SFC : No. He was calling me -- I didn't get a
Juliet b)3), pp@ocation. I wasn’t able to get that. I didn’t have

my normal terp. I was just frying to get the quick
down and dirty, you know, the 5-W’s. So at that
point, I was just able to establish what it was he was

5
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trying to communicate to us. He didn’t have any
specifics. Normally, he would have specifics on named
individuals. At this point, he only had the what,
when, where, why and the fact that they pushing
individuals out of the village itself and the fact

that he lived there. (b)Y1) 1.4 a,c
| (b)(1) 1.4 2, ¢ |
LtCol Peta(®)®). )€} po you recall what he told you about the who,
what, when, where, why?
SFC - He was just citing certain individuals. He--it
Julet(b)(3),(b((w),.S.a\sn't named. Normally he would have names for us,

but he didn’t have any names which seemed kind of odd
and out of place for that area because typically, he’d

be able to name individuals. So he was just able to
tell us that large group of guys were pushing
individuals out of their houses at Wanat and using
their houses for--to fire out of.

LtCol [Beta (0)(3), (b)6)|Did he tell you when that large group had started

to push people out of their houses?

SFC
Julipt

It was prior to midnight. I didn’t get the
b)3). (®pecifics before that and I wasn’t able to get too
much afterwards because he was kind of rattled

afterwards.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6) | And when you spoke to him, did you know that a

battle was underway?

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), )&

When I spoke to him? Yes, sir, because that was
ell after because I want to say a little after
midnight was when everything kicked off I believe or
when we started getting tipped off that we had troops

=

LtCol

in contact and I want to say that when we were moving
in either Battle company or Able company into the
area--so around 0700 timeframe, a lot of it had
already occurred.

Beta (b)3), (b)6)| And what would have the procedure had been--let’s
say you received this word at midnight and you’re able
to get through to them, what procedure would you have
followed to relay the information?

6
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SFC d If I was physically with the team if--and this
was a new team and S3 is why Captai rought me
Jmmumwxm(@p. Tt was National Guard team. They were new. We
had to make some personnel changes that were kind of—=-
it was kind of a--what shit is a lot for a lot of
teams. A lot of guys, it’s a culture shock that area.
To take as much contact as we did every time we went
outside the wire. 1In that case, if I were running the
team and I were there and received a call, I would
probably throw caution to the wind, use a CAT-I terp.
A lot of these guys, again, they’re new so they don’t
want to break protocol or do something but when it
comes to force pro, I’'d probably throw caution to the
wind and use a CAT-I terp and get what I can get just
the quick 5 W's, not giving up his name, and push a
spot report out over TACSAT is typically how we'’d do
1.

LtColBeta (b)@3), (b)6) To who? Who would you push that to?

SFC We’d probably push it to Rock 2 and if Able Main

Juliet (b)(3), p)EPRere, the commander, wanted to push it up to Chosen
he probably would. But it would go out immediately
over the TACSAT as a spot report.

LtCol Beta (b)3). b)6)|after you actually received the information from
your source, what did you do with that information?

SFC : The team--I contacted the team, had them get with
meumwymxaim again, and they put out reports, intel reports, I
want to say they put out IR’s. Again, a lot of it was
after the fact so it was information that was relevant

at the time but not that far up and plus he had
already left the village so a lot of this was kind of
before the incident.

LtCol|Beta (b)?3). (b)B)|[You said this is one of your--was cne of your
more reliable sources?

gFl s He was our best source in all of our entire AO.
ueH)(LW(ﬂe was a recruited source. He had a Bravo 3 rating.
LtCol H What’s that mean?
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)
7
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SFC

—

The ratings, Alpha to Foxtrot, they’re different
rating that the CHARK at division 82d to our 101 would

Julfet (b)(3), (b}(6)

give--they evaluate our sources reporting based on
their reporting accuracy and the validity and the
vetting that we put the source through and we put this
guy through a lot of vetting as well. Based upon
that, you can say certain rating with reliability and
it will be put in the source paragraph wherever our
reporting and show the reliability of the reports. A
lot of con ops and other kinetic strikes on our part
were based upon a lot of reporting coming from this
individual. He was pretty, pretty reliable.

LtColpBeta (b)3), (b)6] And on the Alpha to Foxtrot scale, Alpha is

better?

SFC |Juliet (b)(3), (b)6)] Roger. Yes, sir,

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

More reliable?

SFC
Jm%um@ym

Rarely if ever see that, but, yes, that’s

X?%()Ilrﬁa(:t -

LtColBeta (b)3), b)6) Are you familiar with any other human reporting

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b é%

—~

regarding Wanat other than one source?

Roger. We had other reporting coming out that
tarted back in the April timeframe but it was the
usual reporting that stated that, if and when--because
we announced the moves just like the other FOB’s that
we were looking at in Periums and Bargemetahl. We
announce them to do--push our IO base so obviously
they knew that we were looking to move in the area so
there was a lot of reporting that came out. There was
none specific, no name, HVT’s or commanders--insurgent
commanders named that were discussing attacking us if
we moved there but it was mentioned that we would be
attacked if had we moved to that area. But, again,
that was any area we would move in Konar would be the
same.

LtCol |Beta (0)@3), (b)) And you rotated back with the battalion when they

came out? Did that interpreter that had to go back
for some paperwork come back to you?

8
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Roger. Yes, sir.

LtColpeta (b)3), (b)6| Before you left? And did you use that

SFC
Julipt (b)(3),

—

b

interpreter to follow up with this source or another
interpreter?

No. We used that same interpreter to follow up.

@Hhat was our--pretty much we only had two. Even

though we had the team split to five to six different
areas, we only had two CAT-II terps. We’d have to
rotate them throughout. So a lot of times it was kind
of hard to move around but we had that one fixed to
run that specific source and another one situated at
Blessing for our other recruited sources.

LtCollBeta (b)(3), (0)6)|So on the evening on the 12th, was there a CAT-II

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b

terp at Blessing?

Yes, sir, there was at Blessing but we weren’t --

@®he team at Able Main was unable to establish Coms

with our source in order to relay the information.

LtCol Beta (b)3) (0)6)|And what would the--how would you communicate

SE@WNW@%QFQ Normally, TACSAT, sir.

with Blessing from Able Main?

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Okay. Lieutenant Coloné&@ms (b)3) (p)6)

LTC

After the face, you said--and I apologize if I miss

signla (b)3), )@ t——you said you talked to the source at 0700, kind of

SFC

J

c

llet (b)(3), (b

—
Nt

plus or minus that morning and then did you talk to
him again after the fact?

I didn’t. What I did was talk to the team leader
gt team six and allowed him to run and be the primary
source handler for that individual. I try to mentor
the guys, but I don’t want to step on their toes too
too much because it’s their face that the sources are
seeing on a regular basis. Sc once I established Coms
and got those two talking again and got them talking
with our CAT-II terp and our source handlers at
Blessing, then they went on from there to continue to
get follow up information on the incident.
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w@o you know if the source was able to provide some

better validity on what actually happened?

Juliet (b)(3), (b

H I honestly don’t recall, but I don’t believe so,

sir. I think something would probably stick in my

@ind. I know a lot of the information he gave up was

really prior to the incident. After the fact, there
was some, some information he gave us but he was
unsure. And typically if he was unsure about
something, he would come up on a net and tell us that
he was--this is the information I have, but I don’t
think it is credible.

b Gight.  So he didn’t have any insight into how they

were able to mass and actually conduct an attack an
attack with the kind of precision that they did or--

: No, no. The only information, again, that he had
@as the insurgents that actually came in the village
and forced the villagers out of their houses and used

their houses for firing positions.

J®kay. That’s all I have.

LtGen Natonski: Did you have any other indications and

warnings in those couple days before the attack on
Wanat about indications and warning of groups of five
in the hillsides that were spotted through any thermal
sights or the fact that there were certain villagers

passing words to Captain|p)a), p)eer Lieutenant Brostrom

about an impending attack? Also guess there were
indications by the troops they were being surveilled
by military aged males or seemed to be an influx or
the absence not just from your source but there was a
detectable absence of women and children in the
village. Did you see any of that coming up through
company reporting Lieutenant Brostrom?

SFQliet (b)(3), (by(6) I didn’t see that, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Would you have seen that in your job?

I would sometimes and the reason for that would
e that I'm the only CI agent in the Brigade so that

10
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would be something that they would call me to go out
to typically either Bella or Wanat in that situation.
It will be the case in our upcoming deployment;
however, sir, in our last deployment, we didn’t have -
- we weren’t able to use our internal assets, i.e.
myself and a team. We had to use the 82d and/or a 5-
13 team, so we had to request a team to come out if an
incident like that happened. Turn-around timeframe
would be up towards two weeks. So when an incident
like that happened, a CI or another team to go out and
conduct, possibly kind of surveillance and/or
interviews and things of that nature would be a long
wait time. And because I was not on status, I was
unable to do that type of things, so I would go out
with the teams; the HUMINT teams get on the ground and
just do pretty much HUMINT collection.

LtGen Natonski: Do you know if your source went back to
Wanat?

SFC [uliet (b)(3), b)6) I’m not a hundred percent sure on that one, sir.
I know he had talked about not going back but I want
to say-—-—--

LtGen Natonski: This source getting passed to the next unit
to the next--—-

SFC | Juliet (b)(3), (b)6) | Y€S, Sir.

LtGen Natonski: So you returned--when did you come home?

Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6) In late June--or I'm sorry--late July around the

LtGen Natonski: So you were a part of that RIP?

SFC uliet (b)(3), (b)(6 Roger. I was on the rear-vine with the Rock.

LtGen Natonski: Did you think it was unusual that they would

be setting up a combat outpost so close to the time
they RIP’d out?

SFC| Juliet(b)3). (0)6) | 1t was something that was on the schedule. I
know--I believe it got pushed to the right, sir. As
far as--I want to say the reason why and this is--I

11
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Digmond (b)(3), (b)(6)
obviously can’t speak for Colonel or anybody

else but just from seeing the reporting, the intel
reporting and what my team had, it seemed that the
incident with ASG and the incidents up at Bella that
were really pointing towards an impending attack on
Bella forced the move, the early move.

LtGen Natonski: To Wanat?

SFC

Juli

et (b)(3). (b)(6)

To Wanat, roger. And Bella was--I want to say
fter we suffered the six casualties up there and
Sergeant Kahler getting shot by the ASG that was

really, I don’t know, kind of an eerie feeling for

that so I normally have two collectors that were up
there. At that time, my collector was not at Wanat,
he was at Blessing. It was a minimal force that they
had setting up.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Thanks.

MG Perkins: How often would you say throughout your

SFC

experience working HUMINT you got intel of impending
attacks? 1Is this daily, weekly, monthly?

Juliet 0)3), b)) In that area, sir?

’HG Perkins: In the whole area that you operated in, the

brigade operated in.

SFC|Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6) It would vary in Konar----

MG Perkins: Because you’re in the brigade in 2X, right?

SFC

Juliet (b0)3), (b)(6)] Roger. I was with Brigade 2X but our teams are

very green so I spent 13 of the 15 months --

MG Perkins: I understand, I understand.

Juliet (b)(3), (b)(6) Roger. We would take it more seriously in

MG Perkins:

SFC
Juli

et (0)(3), (8

certain areas from certain sources.

of intel of possible attacks?

Roger. Roger, sir.
)(6)

12
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MG Perkins: It was not out of the ordinary to get intel
saying there’s going to be an attack somewhere?

SFC ; No, sir. We’d get a lot of spot reports about we
Juliet (0)(3), b)@ave 7 to 12, you know, in the range of 25 to 80
depending on Afghan math to reduce that----

MG Perkins: You mean--when you size developments----

SFC Attacking an outpost and we routinely got
meama(b@FtaCkEd out there so it was kind of a hit or miss a
"llot of times depending--again, depending on the source

and the validity of that source.

MG Perkins: I understand. 1’1l phrase this way, was there
ever an area you operated in, FOB, outpost or anything
or that that never had intel that we’re going to be
attacked?

SFC 3 Did I operate it or we operated it as a brigade?
Jullet ®)3). & ~an’t recall an area that didn’t --

MG Perkins: So theoretically almost every single COP, FOB, or
anything like that had some level of intel saying it’s
aoing to be attacked?

SFC(Juliet (b)(3), (b)6)] Roger, to an extent.

MG Perkins: Okay. Based on your discussions with the source
even though after the fact as he described it, did it
sound like the enemy coming into Wanat it was an
infiltration more than sort of a mass movement?

SFC puliet (b)), (0)6) It seemed to be an infiltration by a group that
he was unfamiliar with and that’s--for him, that’s
saying a lot, especially in the Pech because of the
networking that we saw between the different insurgent
groups that--he grew up with a lot of the indiwviduals.
Some of our sub sources were actually Taliban
commanders that were trying to move up --

MG Perkins: Based on his description of the way they had
moved in their activity in the wvillage, what is your
assessment—--I know there’s some conjecture on this

13

003721



W0 0o~ O

10

11

12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32

33
34
35

SEfist (0)(3), ()6

MG Perkin

part that you had had a Pred feed at that time that it
could have picked that up?

T don’t think I’m in a position to answer that
one, sir, as far as the----

s: Say again--you don’t----

SFC
Jullet (b)(3), (b

=

I don’t think I’'d be able to answer that one
@ntelligently as far as moving into the village and
moving--I don’t know, sir. I wouldn’t be able to

MG Perkin

answer that intelligently.

s: Okay. Good. Thanks.

LtColgeta (b)(3), (b)) Majomw (b)3), (b)(

Maj | owl (b)3), (b)e)| Yes, sir. Would you all have done--the S2X--

would you all have done anything or did you all do
anything different as far as use the sources or just
use of any assets before you moved or as you were
moving to Wanat besides that one source that you had?

SFC

Well you got the area didn’t lend itself to us

Jubet (b)3), p)@}@Ving many sources out there without being able to

have them either burned or killed, so this was very,
this was our goldmine to have this one individual and

have him be so reliable. Different with other
sources, we probably--we may have used kid gloves in
order to not burn a specific source or an individual.
That individual, we used other means other technical
means as far as running him as well which aided in our
vetting process of him but----

Ma W (b)3), P)(ER) And really just more specifically, it might have

Hust been a general question, I don’t know if you had
the ability to do anything different during the move
from as you went from Ranch House to Bella to Wanat,
maybe there wasn’t anything you could do, I just
didn’t know----

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b

. As far as collection wise, utilizing our source
§or collection? Not typically, not necessarily being
able to affect exact general area of there. If the
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Maj

attacks were originating from outside the area, then,
yves, then we would have a decent early warning. But,
again, it was really difficult to run sources in that
area. That’s why he was so key to our operations on
the Pech and in and around the Waygal.

Owl (0)3), ®)6) | Thank you. hing further.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6) When Capt¥3¥fe ®)®) @¥¥ed you to come up to work

with the new teams, was there a specific concern he
had, what they weren’t doing, or could have been doing
better?

SFC

Julfet (b)(3), (b

F This was our third team to come in since--in the
@leployment the augment teams, the Utah National Guard
~--the new team leader, he was kind of new to it. It

was kind of a little bit overwhelming for him. I want

LtCol

SFC

Juli

to say the work load of having individuals spread out
so many different FOB’s. 1It’s one thing to have a
team at one FOB and be able to push out and manage
that team, but when you push individuals out to
different valleys and different places, it’s pretty
difficult and pretty hard. However, I did the same
exact thing with the other teams that RIP’ed out as
well. He called me in or I was already there. I
allowed the team leaders to do a right-seat ride and
then I would step in and oversee for a little while,
allow them to ruh, take the teams out to certain
FOB’s, certain villages, give them a lay of the land
and then pretty much shoot to whichever FOB I happen
toc be at.

Beta (0)(3). (0)6)) And the Counter-Intel HUMINT, if you’re aware of

an operation coming up 45 days out, do you then
initiate a collection plan?

et (b)(3), (

B)(8)

Magpnta (b)(3), (b)(6)
d Roger. The Rock-2, Captain would typically

ut out a collection focus for the team, sit and talk
to the team leader. He would probably call us up as
well. Coming from brigade, we would have a lot of

HCR’s, human collection requirements, or HCEM’s, human
collection emphasis messages, and the analysts would
come up their SDR’s, their source directed
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Jul

LtCol

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b

LtCol

SFC
Jul

requirements and all these would pretty much take
information that we want to know about a specific area
that a con op is going to occur and we pretty much
take our resources together as far as our sources go
and try to collect as far as the who, what, when,
where, why’s of the objectives we’re going to and/or
other things we want to know about the areas.

Beta (b)3). (b)6) Did you participate in that process for Wanat or

do you recall that process being utilized for Wanat?

et (b)(3), (b

: I want to say we were collecting as much as we
gould on Wanat as far as any STR’s and HDR’s--I got to
(ﬂe honest, prior to the event, it wasn’t something

that stuck in my mind. However, I wasn’t at brigade

at that time leading up to that event. I was down in
Korengal outpost so I wasn’t able to--I wasn’t at the
S2X to see whether or not that was going on.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

And that--the source that attempted to contact

you twice on the 12th, did he primarily want to talk
to you each time he contacted the U.S. forces?

: No, not necessarily. That’s one thing I made
(gure that the sources knew that they were talking to
the teams and not myself. He knew me because I had

been there going on 15 months at that point. He knew

me. He knew my face. But one thing I made sure I did
was the handover is complete between the teams and not
myself. I would be there as kind of the--they kind of
knew me as like the boss figure. Every time I came, I
probably would have funds with me so he knew at that
point because he was a recruited source that he would
get paid and things of that nature. Again, I made

sure that the teams were at the forefront of running
the scurce.

Beta (b)(3), (0)(6)And did your teams know where the level terps

were at any given time? Like your team at Able Main,
would they know that there’s a class 2 or category II
terp at Blessing?

et (b)(3), (b

At Blessing, yes.
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LtCol

Okay.

LtGen Natonski: One last question. On the INW, you

mentioned you’d gotten reports before potential
attacks. When you did, you fed it up to the division
and were you able to get ISR and Predator diverted for
some of those?

SFC
Julipt (b)(3),

—

b

. It would depend, sir. A lot of times if it were
J@vailable or already in our AO, they would just tell

us to divert our own assets. But depending on the
area--just a lot of times getting the source, the
source that'’s providing the information and the
validity of the information itself because if it’s
pretty farfetched, a lot of times, probably not.

There were times that we put out spot reports and that
we would be allotted assets from division.

LtGen Natonski: Okay.

MG Perkins: I got just two real quick ones: The attack

SFC

Juliet (b)(3), (b

itself knowing what you must know about TTP’s and
enemy capabilities in that area, does the level of
sophistication indicate to you, and I know it’s pure
speculation, but that there were four’s and five’s was
all or do you think that the local guys in that area
would have had the sophistication to do this type of
attack. You know they hit the TOW first; they hit the
mortars initially so----

Typically what I seen coming out of the area in
@he reporting and a lot of things that we had done
didn’t seem like--it seemed like Neurastanis than it
did local fighters or insurgents from the Wanat or the
Pech area only in the fact that when the fighting
broke out, it wasn’t--they didn’t break contact. They
kept pushing forward and fighting. We started seeing
a lot of that up in the Nueray and Mayerdesch and
upper and lower Mayerdesch area where fighters were
just coming directly at them and weren’t stopping. A
lot of times out in the Konar after a certain while
the 155’s would come in and we’d get a batch of those
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stationed that they’d break contact. It seems these
guys weren’t really interested in breaking contact.

MG Perxkins: Okay. And was the level of intensity of this,
was that a surprise at the Brigade level; were you
guys the next day going, holy cow, this is a big one,
or was it something that you were not all together
surprised it occurred?

SFC H I want to say a little of both, sir. I mean, I'm
Juliet 0)3), (h@urprised at the fact that a OP was overran and we

took that many casualties. Surprised that the attack

itself occurred in that manner, not necessarily.

MG Perkins: That’s all I have.

Juliet (b)(3), (§)(6)
LtGen Natonski: Okay. Sergeant First Class , I'm going

to give you an order here. You are ordered not to
discuss the testimony you provided today with anyone
other than members of the investigation team. You
will not allow any witness in this investigation to
talk to you about the testimony he has given or which
he intends to give. If anyone should try to influence
your testimony or attempt to discuss your testimony,

you are instructed to notify Lieutenant Colonel | Beta(b)@3), (b)®)

or Lieutenant Colonel Sigma (b)(3), (b)(6)

Do you understand?

sFilet (b)3), (b)6) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: I want to thank you for your service to our
country and to the Army and wish you all the best as
you get ready to go back. Good luck.

SFUlkt (0)3), (B)(6) Thank you, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Thanks.

[The testimony concluded at 1149, 13 October 2009.]
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