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[The testimony began at 0809, 15 October 20089.]

LtGen Natonski: I'm Lieutenant General Richard F. Natonski,

United States Marine Corps. I have been appointed by
the commander of U.S. Central Command to conduct an
investigation into the facts and circumstances
surrounding the combat action at Wanat, Afghanistan
during July 2008. Major General David Perkins, United
States Army, has been assigned as the Deputy
Investigating Officer. Lieutenant Colonel Beta®)@) ()6
and Lieutenant Colonel pigma(®)3). (b)©) are the judge
advocates assigned to this investigation team.

The testimony you provide today will be recorded,
transcribed, and included in our report of the
investigation. Based on your testimony, we may also
prepare a separate written statement for your review
and signature.

Prior to coming on the record today, you signed a
Privacy Act Statement; is that correct?

SGT [ndia (0)3). (0)6) |Negative, sir.

LtGen Natonski: You haven’t signed it.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3),

We can get it done afterwards, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. So we’ll get that as soon as we’re

finished today. Your testimony will be made under
oath. You will now be sworn.

[The witness was sworn.]

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Please state your name, spelling your last?

gandia (b)(3), (P)(6) India (b)(3), (b)(6)

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol What is your current unit and that unit’s
location?
india (b)(3), (b)(6 :
SGTr]m(X)()() HHC, 173rxd out of Vicenza, Italy.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Are you currently a Sergeant in the U.S. Army?

SGT [india (b)(3),
b)(6)

: Yes, sir.

Enclosure (62.) PAGE ( OF <8
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LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

And in July 2008, what was your unit and that

unit’s location?

Ind
SGT

ia (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol

Afghanistan,

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

that

SGT

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

LtCol

I was with HHC, 173rd.
sir,

We were in Jalalabad,

And what was your rank and duty assignment during
time? .

I was E-5, Sergeant. My position was Collection

Management NCOIC.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT

India (b)(3)
b)(6)

those requests with priorities that division
forth for operations.

And what does a Collection Manager do?

Sir, we take requests from battalions. We manage
gets

We de-conflict actual ISR

assets and a lot of brigade assets to those actual
requirements and help manage division assets that are
in support of our brigade, sir, along with RFIs,
Requests for Information.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT

they

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

LtCol

SGT

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

So if one of your battalions needed an asgset,
would submit that request to you?
They would, sir.

And you mentioned brigade assets. What assets

did you have at brigade?

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

4

Sir, we had HUMINT collection teams, we had

INT collection teams--may I ask the classification?

Beta (b)(3),
b)(6)

We’'re secret.

b)(1)1.44a,c |mmamxa4m@) |

Beta (b)(3),
b)(6)
India (b)(3)
35 sar (PO® : What this ig, gentlemen, this is--this is a
36 breakdown of our GCS, our ground control station, for

2
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1 our Shadow which was at m. This is a line of
2 sight analysis of the actual antenna controlling the
3 bird from Jafe to the actual bird. And the actual
4 graphics are where the actual bird could fly and the
5 camera could look offset of that. I do not know the
6 actual offset angle of the camera from where the bird
7 can actually fly, but anything else out of this, the
8 bird loses sight with the antenna and crashes. We
9 also moved another GCS up to Blessing which gave a
10 very, very minimal--it’s not depicted on this graphic.
i1 I possible have that other graphic that will actual
12 show this but due to mountainous terrain, it could not
13 push any further than Blessing other than maybe a
14 kilometer north of Blessing.
15 MG Perkins: So basically no coverage in the Waygal vValley?
india (b)(3)
16  S8SGT(b)®) : No, sir. We were not able to support --
17 MG Perkins: Not very much around Blessing actually.
India (b)(3),
18 S8SGT mwf)() : No. No, sir. We were not able to support Wanat
19 or Bella with our brigade organic shadows for full
20 motion video.
21 LtGen Natonski: Where were they based, the Shadow?

—
wnm4aqg%WWWﬂ

26 LtGen Natonski: This is just a representation of the
27 coverage if the aircraft was up here. It would be the
28 same circles, but transposed over with them. The
29 —aircraft was flying?
oSy,
b)(T) 1.4, ¢ [T08
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b)(1)1.4 a,c

India (b)(3),
(b)(6)

India (b)(3)
b)(6)

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

26 LtGen Natonski:

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6
27 LtCol eta (b)(3), (b)(6)

28 MG Perkins:

29
30
31 ser [0 |}

Okay.

I gotcha.

on----

Okay .

Let me again clarify.
of all your brigade systems so anything beyond this
you would have to go to division?

Yes,

sir.

Thanks.

This was the most capable
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MG Perkins: I mean anything beyond this area?

SGT

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

¢ For full motion video, correct, yes, sir.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

We’ll go ahead and write Shadow on the top.

Okay. Why don’t you take us through the process of
when a battalion requests ISR, what took place in your
office?

sgt [P©

India (b)(3),

: Sir, we’d usually get a heads up when they’'re

planning an operation through the two channels and the
three channels. As they’re developing it, they give
us an idea of what they want to do and where they want
to go. And we’ll work with them to best suit their
needs for ISR with the actual operations, like, the
battalion does not request an actual asset. They
request a capability of the asset. So they would say,
we'’'re going to go into this valley and conduct this
operation, we need FMV for this. If we’re able to
support that with our brigade Shadow, we support it
internally first. And then we ask for more if we’re
not able to support it or if we need additional. They
would send up that request then we would take that
request and we would slide it against all the other
request that came up. We had multiple different
battalions requesting assets all at the same time.
Then we bounce that off the three of what the priority
was for operations and then we would allot those
assets actually to it, sir. And we would de-conflict
with time and location and priority, sir.

LtCol |p)s)

Beta (b)(3),

And you said the three would set the priority?

ggT[ndia 0)3). 0)X6) | yeg, sir. The three and the two would sit down

and they would go over--I got my guidance from the
two, sir, so----

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Would they meet daily?

SGTllndia (b)(3), (b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

To discuss priorities? Now is there a product

that reflects their daily priority?

SGT

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

c. There is the op synch matrix which I saw on the

table earlier which is where everybody in the brigade,
on the staff, actually sits down and goes over
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priorities per day. Yes, sir, that’s it. This would
be a daily sit down between the three----

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

So this starts on the 10th of July for this

particular matrix?

SGT

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

e Yes, sir.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Oon the 10th they would sit down?

India (b)(3),
SGT|5i)

2 Yes, sir. We’'re always looking 96 hours out.

The three

Day one and day two, day of and 24 hours out, were our
main, main focus. Once we actually sat down for this,
everything should already be allotted and this should
already be pretty much set in stone the way it is
because we’ve been loocking at it for three days so it
should be wired pretty tight at this point.

would sit down with their respective LNO’s for each
task force, JBB enablers, the rotary wing, ISR,
effect, and sustainment. We just all just de-conflict
at the same. Our main focus for ISR was to make sure
if that if there were any changes to operations for
that day that the three was tracking from the LNO’s
and we could shift or move assets based off the
priority of the three. If something came up overnight
and we had not gotten to move it yet or the guidance
to move it yet, we would de-conflict in that meeting.
The three would say, shift the asset, yes, this is
going to brigade’s priority move it. Then we would go
back and we would work with division to shift an asset
to that actual mission.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

And so the three actual would be present?

SGTWME®X$JM®)| The 3 or the CHOPs would. It would bounce back

and forth or a respective representative. But it was
usually chops, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol Okay. You brought some other products over for
us--the product that lists the next 96-hours, what is
that?

India (b)(3),
SGT (b)(6) : This is the guidance from Bayonet 2----
LtColfﬁgfx”’ Bayonet 2 is----

003673



[« IV, I TUR N o

0o ~J

10

11

12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31

32

33
34
35

36

37

SGT

India (b)(3),
(b)(6)

: At the time, it was Lieutenant Colonel&ﬁyuwwh

It was his priorities. He would sit down with the
three and the six and they would come up with their
ISR priorities. And this shows--it’s the next 96,
always looking 96 hours out. Day of would--the actual

map that’s depicted actually reflects the day of.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol Okay. So if it’s 1 July in the left-hand bottom
column, then that’s for--that’s your ISR picture for 1
July?

india (b)(3)
sarT (P)6) : No, sir. That’s our ISR priorities.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCeol Priorities, okay.

SGT'%@%MQ% Yes, sir. And then 2, 3, and 4 are not depicted
orr there. Now if there is something that does
correlate with 2 to the actual map, it’s because it’'s
priority for the next several days out.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol Okay. And if we can move forward to the ISR--
next 96 hour ISR priorities, that’s starting with 8
July. For Task Force Rock, how do you read this as
far as full motion video?

india (b)(3),

sar(”® + For Task Force Rock, sir, the way we would read
it would be brigades number one HVI targeting, number
one focus is HVI targeting so that’'s what brigade
wanted to do for ISR. Next, second, priority would be
Task Force Rock, imminent threat to Bella. And then
you would--I'm sorry. And that’s number two and then
you’'d come over to the graphic and you’d find the two
and that’s actually what it is in a general vicinity
of where it is.

LtGen Natonski: When you say “general vicinity,” by the 8th
of July, they were just about out of Bella and moving
into Wanat.

SGTlgﬁfm“L Right.

LtGen Natonski: Is that the fact that it still says Bella
across here, that’s still assumed to be that Waygal
valley? *

seTiia ™l Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay.
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MG Perkins: And when you have Rock that is Rock’s input,
that’s not brigade’s guidance to Rock?

india (b)(3), (b)(6) y
SGT No. This is brigade’s priority of what they’re
going to support.

MG Perkins: No. But when you have Rock and then you have
what Rock wants to do, who decided that that’s what
Rock wanted to do? Wae that Rock or was that the
brigade?

sGT ["a (®)3). 0)6)  |That’s Task Force Rock, sir. Task Force Rock
says their number one priority --

MG Perkins: Okay. So Rock would tell the brigade what they
wanted and the brigade would prioritize leaving their

quirement the same?
India (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT L Yes, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6 . ;
LtCol ota (b)), (©0)O) And this small zero where it says "“Rock imminent

threat to Bella” then zero inside the parens, what is

that zero?
India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT That’'s the level of the CONOPs, sir. It was a
level zero con op.

LtGen Natonski: What's that mean?

India (b)(3), (b)(6) ; ; ;

SGT The CONOP level, sir, is it’s broken down by a
lot of different factors and they--sir, it’s hard to
explain. I'm sorry, sir.

MG Perkins: It’s on the CONOP thing. It has zero, one, two,
three, then tells you the definition.
India (b)(3), (b)(6)
8GT A lot of different factors actually affect what
the level----
LtGen Natonski: Is zero a high----
=
SGT(%@%MQL e No, sir, it’s the low end.
MG Perkins: We were discussing with another soldier on the

staff, he said one of the things that played into it
after recall was also the degree to which the brigade
could resource it internally verses if it were to
require external assets.
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SGT J6) e Yes, gir.

MG Perkins: In other words, was a zero apparently it could be
done with inside of the brigade; one required external
assets--do you recall that being part of the calculus?

India (b)(3),
SaT (b)6) L Yes, sir. If a brigade has to go higher, then it
should automatically up the priority. One of two
things; I don’t think it should be a zero, being that

brigade could not support it internally with FMV it
could be a typo of the slide that went out----

MG Perkins: Yeah because right here is says level 1.
India (b)(3),
SGT(b)6) t Then that’s going to be a typo on this slide. So

1t should actually be a one instead of a zero on that
slide, sir.

MG Perkins: The only thing is, again, like the general said,
this was imminent threat to Bella-- well I guess it’s
the same thing, this was move from Bella, so it does
seem to be a disconnect.

india (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT A lot of times when they actually went on our ISR

slides, it would go down as what the original RFC was.
So when the original RFC went up, it could have been
the IPB process before the move of the imminent threat
to Bella. And that’s what were tracking the deck as
g0 when we would send these priorities up to division-
-if it was the same deck and the same reguirement,
when we would send those decks up, division would have
them slotted. They would send those decks to the
actual assets for collection. And every time--if we
didn’t change location or if we didn’t change
priority--sorry, not priority but if we didn’t change
the deck and it’s still the same deck, if we change
the name, then it goes down as a separate deck and
then it has to get sent up again. So to keep it
simpler, we just left the naming the same.

MG Perkins: Of course, the level of CONOP you put it in your
RFC when you sent it to division I would think would
have an effect on how it got prioritized as far as
that requirement being met by division, correct? 1In
other words, if it was a one or two, wouldn’t it stand
a better chance of being fulfilled by division than if
it was zero?

003676



[=)]

W oo~

10

12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24

25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35
36

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT : Yes, sir.

MG Perkins: How can you double check to see, for instance, on
this particular one if the RFC went up as a one or
not?

India (b)(3),

SGT|(b)6) : That would be on the 3 side of the house, sir,

or the actual mission itself,.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)
LtCol Moving forward, same next 96 hour ISR priorities

with 11 July being the date on the lower left, the
name is changed to Rock Move buildup. It remains the
number two priority for full motion video and Predator
because only Predator can ranger up there. And I see
it continues at least through the 14th as being the
brigades ISR priority?

India (b)(3),

saT(P)6) : Yes, sir. It could be a new deck that changed
the name. Task Force Rock could have called it
something different to change the name. Still the
same overall general, the Wanat move and the IPB
portion afterwards. Once they move is why we--why we
left the--Task Force Rock’s priority to division and
division’s wanting to support that had not changed
throughout the 14th when this came out.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol And for the record, the first time that shows up

ig in the 9 July slide, the Rock Move, the Bella move

buildup is on the 9 July priority slide.

LtGen Natonski: But it’'s not--they started on the 8th. It's
not on the 8th.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6
LtCol ota (0)(3), (b)(6) Correct, sir.

LTC Ryan: Was it the----

LtGen Natonski: ----have the imminent threat----

LTC%%% t ----late--do we determine--was it like 12: 00,
b)(6) midnight, on the 8th when they started to move so it
wasg technically the 9th?

LtGen Natonski: By Zulu time?

MG Perkins: Well I'm just looking at the brigade SIGINT trips
and under Predator they have Bella imminent threat
even tracking starting as early as the 7th.

10
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LtGen Natonski: Yeah. On the 8th they have imminent threat
to----

Ltcol RO CO_ ___+5 Bella.

LtGen Natonski: ----Bella.

Ltco1f" ) ©)XO) Bella, yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: So even though it‘s a zero reflected here
which equates to a level zero unit operations that are
less than a battalion size with an overall mitigated
risk of moderate. 1It’s still the brigade’'s number two
priority because the priority--even though it’s a zero
in terms of the level, it’'s after--and this HVI
targeting was probably always the number one priority.

india (b)(3),

saT (?®) :

Yes, sir.

this
Was it the main

LtGen Natonski: So really aside from the additive,
Bella piece was the highest priority.
effort in the brigade at the time?

india (b)(3),

set(®©® : Yes, sir. It was main brigade effort.

the priority at the time for division was HVI
targeting and if brigade pushes down their priority,
then our priority would be HVI targeting if division
is--but brigade’s number one priority was that Bella
move.

I believe

LtGen Natonski: Through that list of priorities which took
it through the 15th?

India (b)(3),
b)(6 ; .
SGT X ¢ Yes, sir. Through the 15th--might even have a
i3th on there which would have taken us through the
16th. Yes, sir, through the 16th. My filesgs do not go

past the 13th as far as being backed up.

LtGen Natonski:
India (b)(3),

Is that where the RIP was taking place?

8aT(b)6) : Yes, sir. That was
at I sat down in front

backed up files before I

when it happened, and my

when--that was the last time
of my computer and actually
left, sir. I was on shift
counterpart that was

replacing me was on shift too so we----

LtGen Natonski:

sir.

SGT |(India (b)(3), Yes,
b)(6)

11

During the battle of Wanat?
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Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

1 LtCol So this is now the two and the three have set
2 their priorities for the next 96 hours. What is the
3 next step?
b)(1) 1.4a,c |ndia (b)(3), (b)(6)
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)
India (b)(3),
b)(6)
india (b)(3),
(b)(6)
india (b)(3), (b)(6)
20 Ltcol[PP OO et me pull of the--this reflects what you
21 request up to division correct?
india (b)(3), (b)(6)
22 SGT No, sir. This right here is actually what we get
23 up that day. The slides that we get from division are
24 what these----
25 Ltcol PP X0 rerrg go to the--so you submit up your request to
26 division?
India (b)(3),
27 8GT(P)6) : Yes, sir.
Beta (b)(3), (0)(6)
28 LtCol And then--this product the one that comes back to
29 you?
India (b)(3), . )
30 8GT |(b)6) t No, sir. The product that comes back from
31 division, I do not have copies here. I might possible
32 have copies of that in my PST file from my emails. It
33 got emailed out every night.
34 Ltcol Pea()®). (b)6) g5 this product right here is what?

12
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1 seT|ye®™® |: This right here is brigade to division of
2 brigade’s priorities.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6 . :
3 LtCol o2 (O3 0)6) I'm pulling out the 9 July brigade request to
4 division. Could you take these gentlemen through what
5 this means?
(b)(1) 1.4 a,c |india (b)(3),
(b)(6)
Sigma (b)(3),
(b)(6)
India (b)(3),
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b)) 1.4 a, c

5 MG Perkins: Was that a division asset?

india (b)(3), (b)(6)
6 SGT t Yes, it is, sir. 1Its division level asset. So
7 what we did is we got with Task Force Rock. Task
8 Force Rock sent up their requirements of the two four-
9 hour blocks that they wanted the most and the two
10 blocks that they gave us were from 0500 to 0800 and
i1 then from 1100 to 1500.
12 LtGen Natonski: That’s Zulu time?

india (b)(3), , :
13  SGT b)) : Zulu time, yes, sir.
14 LtGen Natonski: So what does that equate to?

india (b)(3), ' .
15  SGT [b)6) : Plus four and a half so that is that--I'm sorry,
16 9:30 local and on station time 9:30--I'm sorry--9:30
17 station on station--local to 13:30 local. Everything
18 with ISR runs off of Zulu because the Air Force runs
19 off of Zulu and a majority of our assets that we
20 request--comes out in Zulu.
21 LtGen Natonski: So it was four and a half hours?

india (b)(3),
22 ser(®® Yes. To the right, sir, of what is projected on
23 these slides.
24 MG Perkins: And you’re tracking the D day as the 10th?

India (b)(3), , .
25  8GT p)e) t I'm sorry, where are you seeing that at, sir?
26 MG Perkins: Up here you have D day.

india (b)(3), (b)(6)
27 SGT t Okay. This right here is day of. This is--these
28 slides go out 96 also so----
29 MG Perkins: So that’s just a rolling----

india (b)(3), )
30 8aT(b)X6) : Yes, sir.
31 MG Perkins: ----thing so whatever day you get the packet, D
32 day is today?

14
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SaGT

India (b)(3),
(b)(6) :

Right. Correct, sir. And that’s the 9th on this

particular slide, and it goes out plus four.

MG Perkins:

So D day is not associated with a contact?

india (b)(3),
Clehd S : No, sir. No, sir, it’s not.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCel This is going up to division and it reflects the

brigade’s priority?
india (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT e Yes, sir. These were a daily slide that went up.
This one, again, went up on the Sth. For full motion
video it had a number one priority, the Bella/Wanat
move. And we sent that request--we sent the priority
to division from 9 July to 15 July for full motion

video.

MG Perkins:

SGT

MG Perkins:

SaT

MG Perkins:

8GT

India (b)(3),
b)(6) :

india (b)(3),
b)(6)

pri

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

Te
Bel

MG Perkins:
would all be done or where did--how was it determined

So that was brigade’s number one priority?
Yes, sir.

Other than HVI?

Well, yes, sir.

Yes, sir.

You’re just basically mimicking the division’s
ority.

Yes, sir, for the HVI. And also these exact same
uest and time line for SIGINT priorities also for
la and Wanat move from 9 July to 15 July.

Now did you have the 15th because you thought it

that the 15th would sort of be the end date?
India (b)(3),
SGT (P)6) ¢+ That was request from Task Force Rock of how far
they wanted to take it out.
MG Perkins: Okay. So that came from the battalion?
india (b)(3),
SGT (b)(6) : Yes, sir. And I‘m assuming for BDA just----
MG Perkins: But that date was a battalion date is----
India (b)(3), (b)(6)
8GT : Yesg, sir.
Beta (b)(3 ' .
LtCol DR L Moving forward to the--you can take a quick

review of the slides for the 10th,

11th, 12th, and

15
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13th of July and does each slide reflect the request
from brigade to division for full motion video
coverage at Wanat?
india (b)(3),
sar/”® : Yes, sir, they do. The 10th, 11th, and 12th all
are number one priority for medium altitude SIGINT and
full motion video is for the Bella/Wanat move. The
actual number depicts the actual brigade priority.
The color coating in the box, its shaded green and
yellow signifying full motion video and SIGINT and it
actually states the task force, the operation that we
want it to cover, and the actual dates that we want

12
13

14
15

16
17
18

19
20

21
22
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26
27

28
29
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31
32
33
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37

And it’'s the same for all three

that coverage for.

days.
Ltcol PP ®XO)IaAng on the slide for the 12th on the priorities
listed, are the priorities still the same?
india (b)(3),
Ten Jtid ¢ Yes, sir. 1It’s still Bella/Wanat from 9 July to

15 July for medium altitude SIGINT and full motion

video.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol Okay. Thank you. Okay. So this is your request
that goes up. Then what’s the next product?
india (b)(3),
ser[”® ¢ The next product that we get is actually, it
comes down from division. That’s the product that I

do not believe--I'm sorry.

That’s the product that I

do not have here in front of me that I believe might

be in my email. It looks a lot like --

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol Once you get that back, does the brigade put
something out?
India (b)(3),
-Te AR : Yesg, gir. Yes, sir, we do. We get that and that
says what division has allotted to brigade to support.
We take what division is going to give us for that
day, sir and we take what brigade can support itself.
We combine those together and put out an actual
product. And that goes out to the actual battalion,
sir.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)
LtCol Could you pull out the--and what do you call
this? You call this the ISR collection plan?
India (b)(3), -
Yes, sir.

SGT (b)6) :
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LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Okay. Could you pull the ISR collection plan out

for 9 July and 12 July please?

[The witness did as directed.]

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6 . ;
Ltcol Peta ®)8) CXO) 1y this ISR collection plan, that is what's going
to be flown that day?
india (b)(3)
saT (©)6) ¢+ Yes, sir. This is actually----
eta (b)(3), (b)(6)
LtCo Would you mind flipping it around so we can
explain to these----
@%%wxa,
SGT ¢ On the Sth, and actually we’d have to go back to
the actual 8th----
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)
LtCol Why don’t you pull out the 8th?
[The witness did as directed.]
india (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT ¢ We go back to the 8th, and this is in Zulu, at

2200 on the 8th, in support of Task Force Rock, the
SIJAN 92 Predator came on station. It flew from 2200
on the 8th--I'm sorry it was projected as of that day
to fly from 2200 on the 8th to 1330 on the Sth. I do
not have the actual hours on station and collect. As
of 0200 Zulu, this gets put out to the battalions.
This is what we are projecting. This is what’s going
to happen if everything goes right in a perfect world.
We have no outside variable or factors. This is
what’s going to happen. Weather on station can affect
if this actually happens. If we have cloud cover over
the actual objective, then the asset can’'t get
utilized so division will move that asset to another
priority to actually maximize the use of the asset.

If there’s weather between where the actual bird has
to land PX”1A&C to our task force, then we can get
it pulled for that due to safety of the aircraft. It
cannot transit safely. If they have mechanical issues
with the birds, we can lose coverage for that. If for
some reason we don‘t actually conduct the operation,
then division is supporting this operation with that
asset. So it doesn’t mean Task Force Rock or the unit
that’s slated for is going to get that asset. Once
their mission changes, then priority changes too.

MG Perkins: Is there any way by looking--these are brigade

products?
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SGT

India (b)(3),
b)(6) e Yes, sir.

MG Perkins: By looking at your brigade products, you can

discern possibly why you did not get Predator other
than you just don’t have it? You know, cloud cover,
mechanical issues. Is there anything on here which
would lead you to that conclusion other than the fact
that it’s white and you don’t have it?

8T 2P0 | No, sir.

MG Perkins: You have to go back to a division product or
something?

India (b)(3),

sar[~© : Yes, sir. Division did write ups of each asset
that came on station, a time on station and a time off
station with every asset. I do not know what they did
with those. I’m sure they sent them higher to make to
CAOC but we did not keep those at brigade level.

LTC )37 k Did those products list what they had collected? In

b)(6) other words, five guys on the side of a ridge or ICOM
traffic or--if you know? I’'m just curious.

sere®® ¢ No, sir.

LTCp9m@ | It just said it had time on station?

b)(6)

SGT [ndia (b)(3), : Yes, sir. We did have a requirement through the
battalions when they received an asset--and this
requirement was pushed down from division to us and I
believe from the CAOC to them and it was a write up of
the full motion video of the Predators that were on
gtation to see how that asset was actually being
utilized for the operation. We got those 80, 85
percent of the time. The units would get busy. A lot
of times we would get them late. Usually we did them
in support of the operations. I should have those
still in my email for when an asset was on station to
the actual write up of what the asset actually
collected.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6) y

LtCol Okay. Just ask you to take a quick from the 9th,
10th, 11th, and 12th was Predator ISR scheduled for
Wanat?

India (b)(3),
SGT (b)6) : The 9th, yes, it was. Do you want me to go into

etail what----
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Beta (b)(3), (0)(6)
LtCol No, no. Just look at the 10th, was there
Predator coverage for the 10th?

india (b)(3)
SGT ()6) : The 10th, yes, it was. The 11lth, up to 1200
Zulu, yes, it was.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6) )
LtCol So that’d be 0430 in Afghanistan on the 11th?

8GT|ndia (0)3). b)6) | No, sir. I would go the other way. It would go
to the right.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6
LtCol ete (). 6)6) Okay.

S@T [ndia ®)3). ©)6) | It would be till 1630 Afghanistan. So up till
1630 local time Afghanistan and then from 1630 local
Afghanistan through the 12th, we had no division
level, theater level for motion video slated for Task
Force Rock or for Task Force Bayonet for that matter.

MG Perkins: Well actually through the 13th, correct? You've
got the 13th.
india (b)(3),
st (V©) : Picking up at 0300 Zulu on the 13th to 1230 Zulu
on the 13th, we did have a Predator slotted in support
of Wanat on the 13th, sir.
MG Perkins: 0300 local or Zulu?
India (b)(3),
SGT(M@) : Zulu, sir. So it’s not shown on the brigade’s
end.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)
LtCol Would that be 0730 on the 13th in Afghanistan?
SGT'gg;m@% s Yes, sir, it would.
LtGen Natonski: 0730 in the morning?
India (b)(3), .
8GT |(b)©6) : Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: Afghanistan time, a Predator came back on?
india (b)(3)
SGT [b)(®6) e Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: Do you recall when the battle took place
viewing Wanat, full motion video of Wanat?
India (b)(3),
SGT (0)6) : I do not remember if we had an asset on station

at the time. I do not think we had an asset on
station at that time, sir. I do remember once it
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happened, they threw everything at us. Everything we
requested for--priority shifted to Bayonet and we got
anything we asked for.

MG Perkina: Is baged on you sgaying that, that date on the
13th, it shows it coming back on at 7:30. Was that
planned to come on at 7:30 or was that after they
adjusted because of the contact? In other words, on
the 12th, was it planned to be at 7:30 or was that the
result of them shifting after the contact occurred?

India (b)(3),

sar (0)6) ¢ Sir, looking back at the 12th, the actual day of
the 12th----

MG Perkins: What’s projected for the 13th?

India (b)(3),

Teqd AR : Looking back at the 13th, nothing is projected
from division.

MG Perkins: Yeah. So see that come on at 7:30 after the
contact started.

india (b)(3)
SGT (0)(6) : Yes, sir.
MG Perkins: That’s my assumption of what you’re telling me?
India (b)(3),
SGT|(b)6) t Yes, sir. That’s how it’s depicted on here, sir.
MG Perkins: So it wasn’'t planned?
india (b)(3), .

SGT (b)(6) s No, sir.

MG Perking: So this is correct as far as the planning tools
just not an accurate depiction of what is going to
happen. That is a historical document of what
happened after the fact.

india (b)(3)
SGT (b)6) : Yes, sir.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6
LtCol ea(X)()()So around 1630 on the 11th, was the last
scheduled Predator, full motion video coverage?
India (b)(3),
8sGT [0)©) : Yes, sir.
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6) A

LtCol Okay. And that’'s because division approved that

asset only that long?
india (b)(3)
saT (°)6) : Up to that time and then anything after 1630

Iocal on the 1lth, nothing was--division did not
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1 approve a full motion video in support of Task Force
2 Bayonet.
3 LtColBaawmeMW)It appeared to have remained brigade’s number one
4 priority. Do you have any understanding why division
5 didn’t approve beyond that point?

India (b)(3)
6 SGT(0)6) t No, I don’t sir.

Beta (b)(3), (0)(6)

7 LtCol Do you recall after the 11th, when that
8 particular Predator went off station, do you recall
9 ever getting word from the battalion that they wanted
10 full motion video coverage between the 1lth and up to
13 when the battle took place?

India (b)(3),
12 8@T®®) : I do not remember a specific conversation, sir.
13 I know it was discussed across the brigade that this
14 is the priority. My OIC, Captain|&amewX$WMW) L he
15 was talking to the two and he was talking to Task
16 Force Rock, captain, at the time Lieutenant Matthew
17 Colley was the assistant S2 for Task Force Rock and
18 would actually send the request up. So they had
19 multiple conversations from--in support of requesting
20 assets for Bella. I’'m sure that I had those same
21 conversations. I just cannot remember verbatim our
22 convergation and I don’t want to say I did and cannot
23 be able to remember it, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

24 LtCol Do you recall anyone being surprised that they
25 lost the Predator coverage on the 11th from the
26 battalion coming up?

India (b)(3)
27 8@GT b)) : No, sir. I know when Task Force Rock lost an
28 asset or didn’t get an asset, they were pretty angry
29 and that’ understandable. You’ve got guys on the
30 ground but we, as a brigade, that was our number one
31 priority and it was known across the two shop that
32 there was imminent threat in that location. Task
33 Force Rock knew it and brigade knew it. We didn’t
34 know why we didn’t get the assets, sir.
35 LtGen Natonski: Is there anything in writing that
36 reemphasized a request for full motion video on the
37 12th of July when it ran out a formal request or would
38 it have been Colonechalling up to the G2 atfoxtot |
39 division saying, hey, we got to have it and would
40 there have been anything in writing denying that
41 request?

21

003688



00~ O N B W

10
11

12
13
14

15
16

17

18

19
20

21
22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29
30
31

32

india (b)(3),

SGT b)8) : There would be multiple phone callsg, sir. I'm
sure there's email traffic. They went up--usually
when we send up a request to division when we’d send
up the actual request for collection, a lot of times
we would throw in a guick email, an explanation of the
situation or why we needed it on top of what’s
actually in the request, the actual justification on
our actual RFC.

LtGen Natonski: You don’t have copies of that traffic?

india (b)(3),

SGT|(b)6) t It might be in my email, sir. I do not have it
here in front of me at this time.

MG Perkins: Where would be the best place for us to look or
best document to find out where the Predator was being
used?

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT : Division’s write ups, sir, Division’s write ups
of ISR for that day.

MG Perkins: This was a daily product that division put out?

india (b)(3), .

SGT (b)(6) : No, sir. If they did push it out, they pushed
that out higher. They did not push it lower. The
only reason I know----

MG Perkins: When you say “write ups,” what is that? Is that

india (b)(3), : '

SGT|b)6) : A summary, sir. It was a summary of----

MG Perkins: Of all their ISR assets?

SGTlggfmw% : Specific asset. Each asset got a write up.

MG Perkins: And they put that out every day?

ser |9 ®X® ' No, sir. Let me back up.

MG Perkins: Go head, go head.

india (b)(3),

seT(?® : They would do that write up and it would--for
every asset that came on station. It was a daily
thing as the assets continued to come on station.

MG Perkins: Right.
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India (b)(3),
b)(6)

The only reason I know about it is left

seat/right seat with division up in Bagram when--when
101 came--when 82 left and 101 replaced, I went to
division and sat left seat/right seat with those guys

just

to get to know them to say, hey, I'm Sergeant

fndia (0)3), ®)6) | I’m Task Force Bayonet’s collection

manager. I'm going to be working with you guys just
to get a face to face. They had Navy and Marines that

were

there on a different rotation schedule so they

had some continuity in the section for the handover.
Sitting down with those guys, I actually saw the write
ups that they did. That’s how I know about--I‘m sure

they

did those for the CAOC and pushed them higher,

but it was not a product that got pushed out to us,

|31r.

MG Perkins:

SaT v

India (b)(3),
)(6)

MG Perkins:

This was in a G2 section of the 101lst?
Yes, sir.

Any particular person that would be useful that

you remember working with sort of daily on this?

India (b)(3),
SGT(P)6) :

MG Perkins:

No, no, sir.

Okay.

Okay. So is it--just want to summarize what

these documents reflect, the ISR collecticon plan is
the tail-end product but initially when you requested
up to division, you requested from 9 through 15 July--

LtCOIBmanMJM@)
India (b)(3),
8aT (P)6) :

LtCol

Yesg, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Full motion video coverage for Wanat?

india ()(3)
8@T [1)6)

Yes, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

And it remained your number one collection

priority below the HVT?

Yes, sir.

LtCol
India (b)(3),
SGT|(b)®6) s
Beta (b)(3), (b)(6
LtCol eta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Division approved a portion, disapproved a

porti

1on, and that is reflected in your daily ISR

collection plan?
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SGT()

india (b)(3),

(6)

LtCol

The closest thing you can get to division saying

no that I have in front of me here is if you put our
request side by side with what we actually got.

That'

8 the closest thing to a no from division and

reasons being are beyond me, sir. I'm sure it was
availability of assets and priorities. If division
had different priorities, then we would not be able
to--they would not be able to support us if we were
not their number one priority. They had additional
aggets and could shift those assets then we would get
second.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Aand how far before the actual asset would be used

woul
be a

Ind

8aT|b)(6) 3

ia (b)(3)

LtCol

SGT

LtCol

that
next
have
than

you know you had it or didn’t have it? Would it
day ahead of time, couple hours?

If everything works out right, sir, the slides
division would send out daily would project the
96 hours. So we would know 96 hours that we did
it or didn’t have it projected. Anything more
24 hours is very, very, vague. It‘s just a

general idea as long as nothing happens; any variable
of factors can change that at any time. Usually 24
hours out before, not much changed, not very much at

all.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

You'd asked for full motion video coverage up to

the 15th?

india (b)(3)
b)(6) :

Yes, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

What day would you learn at the brigade that you

didn’

t get that or would you start seeing that you’'re

not going to get that?

SGT (b

india (b)(3)
)(6)

LtCol Peta (b)(3). (0)(6)

SGT|

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

Ninety-six hours out, sir.
So somewhere around the 11th?

Yes, sir.

LtCol

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Esgentially the day that it stopped would be the

first time you would learn?

India (b)(3), | )
SGT (b)(6) s No, no, no, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Ninety-six hours before the 11th?

india (b)(3), :
SGT e : Yes, sir.
24

003691



N

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

40
41
42
43

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Okay. And what actions within the brigade 2 do

you take?

SGT

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

I would make phone calls to division CM&D and ask

LtCol

why we're not getting asset, I would also attend a
sync meeting. We would be at the sync meeting-- I'm
sorry, Task Force Bayonet would send a representative
sync meeting and these were the computer Adobe
connect, division would send an element, P2K would
send a representative, Just West--and I am sorry I
have drawn a blank of what provinces are just West of
Lockman, they would send a representative, anyone
competing for RC-East ISR assets would come to that
meeting and send a representative. And what we do is
we would sit down and we would sync up with what
operations are going on and what request and
collection we need. We would actually briefed the
slides to division----

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

And that is your--okay.

ggT/ndia 0)3). 0)6)} yeg, sir. We had that meeting three days a week--

I"m sorry, we had a four days a week, three days a
week we did not have it, I do not remember off the top
of my head at this time what days we did not have this
meeting, the slides one up every single day regardless
if we had a meeting or not and then four out of three
days--I'm sorry-- four out of the seven days would
actually briefed these slides to the public form for
other competitors of the assets for RC East. So if we
were not getting asset, we would get the slides before
the meeting, we would see they were not getting--
actually getting that asset and we could, not argue,
but convey the importance of that asset and why.
Through multiple telephone calls we could call up and
ask why we're not getting it, the three channels would
talk to--amongst themselves to try to find out why
we're not getting the assets. Everybody was well-
informed 96 hours out if we were not getting the asset
that we were not in there talking to the counterpart
to division, respectively of why we're not getting
that coverage.

LtCol Peta 0)3). 0)6)| yow about talking to folks down at the battalion

that was expecting a read requested? How do they learn
if you say 96 hours out from the eleventh, somewhere
around perhaps the 8th, you started the process that
you just described.
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India (b)(3),

s Yes, sir.

Now how was that communicated down to the

battalion? That basically you requested through the
fifteenth, it is showing right now that is turning off
on the eleventh. How do you communicate that?

SGT (b)(®6)
Ltc°1Baamxmwm®)
SGTmmawxmxmw%

Our next 96 hour Outlook, which is our ISR

Collection, would get distro'd out to the battalion's
daily and they would get that information there. So
they would get that e-mail in the morning, they would
look four days down the road, realized that they have
no predators support and then we would get phone
calls, sir.

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol Did they have to affirmatively keep track 96
hours out?

India (b)(3), ; .

SGT (b)(6) : Yes, sir. Would anyone from the brigade staff
highlight that the battalion, saying that you
requested until the 15th but it is turning off on the
11th.

india (b)(3),

SGT b)(6) : Yes, sir, through phone calls, I would call up
and talk to the assistant S2, I would talk toc their
NCOIC, I would talk to anybody that could get, it was
not very ranked discriminatively when you need a
representative of the 2 shop for the ISR then you
relay the information and through multiple telephone
calls, through all hours of the day and night, sir.

LtColBaawanmw)Do you recall this particular issue, and talking

with anyone at Task Force Rock regarding the coverage
from Wanat turning off on the 11th?

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT : I know, I know, I would have talked to Captain

lack (0)(3), (b)(6) | multiple times.

Ltcol P 0. )0 i1 g you have had an e-mail exchange?

India (b)(3), (b)(6 - .

SGTnla(X)(X) There should be e-mail exchange, =sir. If not from
me to him, from him to our section or from my OIC to
him and I would've been CC on it.

LtColEﬁ@x : Thank you, Lieutenant Colonel%%§ ?

(b)(6) (b)(6)

26

003693



10

11
12
13
14

15

16

17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32

33

F
LTC [b)3), [f
b)

Just one question, I know we’re jumping around a lot
here. The brigade requested ISR 9-15 July; that is
correct?

seT%%%@X@, : Yes, sir.

LTc(Sb'%rg)a (b)(3),

But division only approved it through the 12%%?

seT["da ®R). B0 | Yes, sir.

Sigma
LTC(b)(3),
b)(6)

Let me----

ggr Inda G)E),

®)®) | gleventh.

Sigma
LTC(b)3),
b)(6)

Through the 11th?

India (b)(3)
SGTbXQ

: Okay.

Sigma
LTC [o3)
(b)(6)

So it is not a true statement that ISR was approved
through the 15th but later taken away? It was known in
advance at least by division by you guys that ISR
ended on the 11th.

India (b)(3),
saT (0)6)

t Give me one second, sir.

=
LTC [b)3).
bi(6)

Is that, have I got you completely confused?

saT|ndia (0)3). 0)6) |1 just want to double check the boock and see

higtorically--=--

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

There has been--to be straight up with you, there

India (b)(3),
SGTKN@

hags been some conjecture or some assertion that
predator was pulled away, that it was approved but it
was pulled away and given to a different priority. If
I understand you correctly, that is not correct. What
it is is that it was approved up until a certain point
and then after that it was clear to everybody
involved, at least to a couple of levels, but that was
when the predator coverage; it was no secret, it was
not taken away at the last minute to go to somewhere
else.

: No, sir, I don't have anything in front of me

that says, that it was slated against and then pulled
away.

Beta
LtCol b)(3).

b)(6)

] Okay.

27

003694



NV A WwN

[v]

10
11

12

13
14
15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

26

27

28

29

31

LtGen Natonski: Going to that question, you get your
schedule 96 hours out. So, the request goes in 9
through 15 but you would've known before the 9th that
you weren't going to get coverage on--after the 11lth;
ig that not correct even though you had requested it
through the 15th because your schedule was published
96 hours out?

India (b)(3), (b)(6)
8GT t Sir, can I retract that last statement?
LtCol o2 0)3) ()0 yes .
SGT'ggfm“% . Sir, may I go back to this before I answer your
qguestion?
LtGen Natonski: Sure.
india (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT : Going back to the slides of the 9th, looking

48hours out on the day of the 11lth, as of the %th on
the 11th, we had ISR slotted all of the way through
the 11th til 1630 local, Afghanistan time.

LtGen Natonski: That is actual flown or reguested?
India (b)(3),

8GT (0)6) : This is slated, sir. o

LtGen Natonsgki: That means, in effect, been approved.
mmawxaxmww

SGT Yes, yes, gir.

MG Perkins: You said 1630 local on the 12th?
India (b)(3), .

SGT|b)©6) : On the 12th, yes, sir.

MG Perkins: As of the 9th, that is the view that you will

have it until 1630 on the lath?

India (b)(3),

S@T |b)(6) = Yes, sir.

MG Perkins: = Okay.
India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT) : Then I go 24 hours ahead----

MG Perkins: Until the 10th.
india (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT : Until the 10th, and ISR is no longer slated

through the 11th into the 12th. It stops at 1630
local on the 11th.
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MG Perkins: So the 10th is the first day that we know that it
is ending on the 11th?

LtGen Natonski: Now you said that on the 10th it actually
ended on the 11th and not the 12th?
India (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGET e On the 10th, sir, it was slated to end on the
i1th at 1630, local Afghanistan time.

MG Perkins: so on the 10th, we know now that it is going to
end on the 11th. Where is the day before hand we
thought it was going to end on the 12th, we never--we
are never told that it is going to the 15th because,
well, we never go that far out.

India (b)(3), (b)(6)
8aT t Yes, sir, yes, sir, that is correct.
LtGen Natonski: We would have--so on the 10th, they knew
that it was going to end tomorrow.
MG Perkins: On the next day.
India (b)(3),
SGT (b)(6) e Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: Now----
India (b)(3),
sar(*'® : But on the 9th, we thought that we were going to

get it further.

LtGen Natonski: Yes. So, at that point in time the
battalion says immediately, hey, this is our main
effort, we want coverage extended. We thought we had
it through the 15th. In your experience, had you ever
seen a case where a unit--any unit in the division,
had made a case and the Predator was redirected? Not
as a result of action that was on going, but
indication and warning and the Predator was re-tasked
from the scheduled mission based on some indications

and warning. Did you ever see that?
india (b)(3), (b)(6)

2aT Yes, sir. Multiple times based off of imminent
threat and that is through SIGINT reporting through
HUMINT reporting, through general trend analysis from
our all source guys. If the collection indicates that
something is going to happen, and trends show that,
yes, this group/this cell in this area works like this
and it is probably going to happen, I have seen ISR
shift priority.
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LtGen Natonski: And that can happen how quickly?

india (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT e It is from the time that the request is in two
minutes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: They just, "okay, pilot, fly it over here
now. "
india (b)(3)
sGT (°)©) :  Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay, given that and the fact that there
were indications and warning through a number of
sources; visual sightings of groups of five on the
hillsides, people in the village warning of an attack,
women and children leaving, police leaving,
gurveillance of male--military aged males in the
village. All of this being passed from 2d Platoon,
Chosen Company to Task Force Rock and up to you and I
believe-- do vou know of any case where someone either

colonelNe @ lor anyone else went with this

information up to the division to say, "we think this
COP is in danger, we would like to shift the Predator
back to give us some coverage"?

india (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT Colonelment to his counterpart, Captain

[tatice (b)(3), (b)(6)| yy to his counterpart and I am sure that
CaptainCof®)®. | with the Op Section went to his
b)(6)
rpar

counte

LtGen Natonski: And they would've gone there sometime either
the 11th or 12th, I would imagine, because the
indications and warnings----

India (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT 3 Yes: Sir-

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Were there had been a formal denial
or would it have been just, "hey, sorry, we have a
higher priority at this other battalion"?

india (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT The only thing formal, sir, is when the actual
slides came out and we did not have the collection
slated against us would be the closest, that I know
of, to an actual "No" unless there is email traffic
that I am not tracking.

LTC Bigma b You would probably know that based on phone
b)(6) conversation but the confirmation of that would be the
issue of the slide by division.
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Foxtrot (b)(3)
india (0)(3), )

saT(P)6) : Yes, sir, or when Colonel hung up and I
got a verbal from him that they were not going to
support us.

LTC%%$ And then the bad news comes in form of a slide later

b)(6)’ that day or whenever.

SGT%&%wxm’ k. Yes, sir.

Ltc°13ﬂa®X$me)If I can, just for someone trying to follow this
conversation in the record, the ISR collection plan
for 10 July reflects the assets that you have
approved, that are approved for use.

india (b)(3), .

SGT (b)6) : Yes, sir.

LtCol[e? ). ®J®) Ang will be used that day.

gep["@ O CICL  yeg, sir.

LtCol Peta ®)3). (b)6)|okay, and the second day, the next day out on

that package--this particular one says 11 July ISR
collection plan----

SGT

India (b)(3), (b)(8)

: Yes, sir.

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

approved and are planned to be utilized in this
manner.

India (b)(3),
sGT [P)6) : Yes, sir.

LtColpeta ®)3). 0)6) |[Then on the third day listed on that 96-hour

package, this particular one says "12 July ISR
Collection Plan Request".

India (b)(3)
ser (V© : Yes, sir.
LthlBaamanMW)So, now when you are on the 3d day, are these
assets approved for use?
India (b)(3),
sar (*© . Yes, sir. They are approved with the

understanding that it is 48-hours out and very high
probability that there could be a change. At this
point, unit would not cancel--if one of those ConOp
criteria is--was ISR support and if ISR support is a
Go or No-Go. Forty-eight hours out a unit would not
cancel an operation if they were not getting ISR
because they still have 48-hours to try to get that
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ISR. But as of--this is the slides of the 10th
looking 48-hours of the 12th, brigade has slated
shadow coverage in support of Task-Force Rock in the
Korengal, Chowkay, and Division has slotted Bella-
Wanat for medium altitude SIGINT coverage. So, 48-
hours out on the 10th, division said, yes, we will
give you Red Ridge; however, that could change, just
like we told Rock that we will support you with our
shadow; however, that could change.

LtGen Natonski: Did you ever monitor one of the downlinks of
the predator? Have you ever watched the camera
footage?

India (b)(3),
8cT (0)6) : Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: Could you see groups of people, was the

clarity that good where there were troops converging
on Wanat, for example, could you see them?

India (b)(3),
SGT mw;X) . Yes, sir, a trained imagery analyst could tell
you what kind of weapons they had, not to the degree
of type of weapon but you could identify the
difference between an RPG and a rifle.

LtGen Natonski: Can--we have been told that sometimes
insurgents could hear the predator especially at the
higher altitudes. Was that something that you have
heard?

India (b)(3),
sar (06 £ I have never heard one flying overhead and the
my running from the actual predator. (bl(i)14a.c |
pxn14ac | I do
not know the noise floor of the altitude that the bird
has to be added before they can no longer hear it. I
do know, the higher your elevation, the closer you are
to the bird. Cloud cover also is a factor in that
because it actually--if there are clouds between you
and the asset, you are less likely to hear it because
the clouds will muffle that sound, if there is cloud
cover above the asset it will actually magnify the
sound-- the sound wavesg would actually, I guess a
little like a closed room, sir, and you'd actually be
able to hear it more.

LtGen Natonski: Did the enemy have any TTPs--they knew that
Predator flew, did they take any measures to try to
defeat their ability to be detected by Predator that
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you knew of? Any enemy--did they try to stay under
the trees? Did they--I don't know?

india (b)(3)

SGT o : I understand, sir. 1 understand what you're
asking. Not specific to the predator, I don't believe
they can hear the predator. It flies soO high. I know,
I have heard from our HUMINT collectors that they can
hear our shadow flying over. Our shadow flies at a
()N 142, ¢ it
flies significantly lower. They describe 1t ay—aJ
lawnmower--a flying lawn mower, it is soO loud. I have
never heard of anyone hearing the actual Predator. I
know that when the enemy would hear our Helos and our
Shadow, they would run under trees and hide, Predator
gpecific, they would have no idea when it was on
station or above.

LtGen Natonski: Will hiding under a tree mask them from a
predator?

India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT . Yes, sir. In thin canopy, we might lock to see
some heat signatures on IR. But under a thicker
canopy, you would not be able to see that, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Do you know if the Waygal Valley had a lot
of trees in it?

India (b)(3),

SGT b)8) No, sir, I do not remember the terrain off the
top of my head.

LtGen Natonski: Okay, thanks.

LtColBaawmeMW)According to the sheet, the Predator did show up
at Wanat about 0730.

india (b)(3)
SGT e :» Local time, sir.
LtColBﬁﬂmemxm Where would that video be----

ggqindia (0)3), 0)6)} on the 13th, sir.

LtCol Pe@ ®)3). ®)®)| o the 13th, the day of the attack. 1Is that
video archived somewhere? Who would have that?

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

SGT It should be, sir.

Ltcol Peta ®)B3). 0)6) | poes the division or brigade have it? Does the
Air Force?
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India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT] : No, sir, it would be the air force, DJS might
have it but the predator actual GCS with the base that
they were flying out of should have those achieved

also.
MG Perkins: Then that was routine, to archive it as you go
back and pull or printing?
india (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT . Yes, sir. I think DJS, the actual exploiters of

Ehe imagery, set it up to one year, but the actual
asset flying itself, they save those historical
videos, s=ir.

MG Perkins: Okay.

LTC Q%T : Were you in your position during the ranch house
b)(6) attack?

gagrindia ®)@). P)6):  yves, sir, I was.

MG Perkins: And--and to recall offhand or could you go back
in your files as they if there was predator flying on
the days surrounding that, as well. Do you recall

offhand?
|m%mmy
SGT(M() : I do not recall, off-hand, but I can lock back
historically and look through my files and I would be
able t tell you a few days then.
MG Perkins: and that as well that would be stored at the
: game place.
India (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT .  Umm, maybe not the exactly same place, being, if
it was 2 different predators
MG Perkins: Oh, two different units?
india (b)(3)
seT (P® Yes, sir.
MG Perkins: so it is with the unit that ownsa the predators?
India (b)(3), (b)(6)
SGT : To the best of my understanding.
LtGen Natonski: One last question, during that period when

the predator was approved and that was a window of
about 9 to 12 July, do you know if they had any
observationnlnsurgents migrating from Bella down
towards Wanat?
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India (b)(3), (b)(6)

SGT : No, sir I do not know if they were able to see
that.

LtGen Natonski: And that would be the operator picking it up
providing a report to the division or the brigade?

SaQT : When we had the asset on gtation, sir, we would
have a--are you familiar with MERC, sir----

Lt Natonski: Yes.
India (b)(3),
b)(6)

SGT : We would have a gpecific individual room in MERC

at that asset was flying supporting that mission.
Multiple players across that theater would be in that
window----

LtGen Natonski: But battalion?
india (b)(3),
SGTbXQ : Yes, battalion would be in a window. Battalion 2-
=pattalion 2 would actually--not the S2, but a
representative from their 2 shop would actually fly
that asset. And what I mean by "fly that asset" is
Tagsk Force Rock, or any other battalion, would have a
GPS that would allow them to see that predator feed
pumped into their TOC. They would be watching a feed,
and they would see that picture and based off of
reporting, historical sites, what they are currently
seeing, they would ask that asset to move----

LtGen Natonski: Okay. All the way back, where did the pilot, is
he back in the states?

India (b)(3),
saT(b)6) s Yes, sir. The actual pilots are actually back

statesgide.

LtGen Natonski: So through the MERC chat line, the battalion,
whose troops are on the ground, could literally
provide input to the pilot back in the states through
MERC chat while it is right up there.

India (b)(3)
8@T |(b)(6)

Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Asking them to fly a little north up the valley
or whatever the control, but the battalion observer
isn't trained like the individual----
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india (b)(3),
gar [P©®

: No, sir. They have a DGS on it and----

LtCol

Beta (b)(3), (b)(6)

Wwhat does that stand for?

MG Perkins:

Digital Ground System?

india (b)(3), \
sar["® : No, no, sir, but It is something ground station--

Beta (b)(3

LtCol

) ®)X®)| And that is for in-country?

India (b)(3),
8@t (b)(6)

s No, no, sir. The DGS--and I am sorry, sir, I

MG Perkins:

can't remember the acronym at this time and you might
be right, sir--

No, don't quote me.

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

SGT

They are trained--trained imagery analyst who

would actually view the feed, we would take positive
1D from their guidance based on what they saw, they
would be the authority to say, "Yes, these two PAX do
have weapons" or "these two PAX are women" .

And they are on MERC chat. They also have a GPS
stateside. A lot of time it would be National Guard,
Air Force National Guard Units that would actually do
these feeds. They were separate from the actual
pilots, a lot of time they are in separate locations
viewing the feed and providing callouts. Where the
actual pilots were they would have a mission
coordinator, and MC, that MC would be on a handset
with the sensor operator who actually controlled where
the assets was looking--the actual camera--and they
would be on a handset with the pilot who is flying the
pird. So the pilot did not actually control they
camera, he just controlled the bird. A separate
individual would control the camera based on the
guidance of the S2.

India (b)(3),
b)(6)

LtGen Natonski: Okay, Sergeant , I'm going to give you an

order here. You are ordered not to discuss the
testimony that you provided day with anyone other than
members of the investigation team. You will not allow
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any witness in this investigation to talk to you about
the testimony that he has given or which he intends to
give. If anyone should try to influence your
to discuss your testimony, you

testimony, or attempt
- are instructed to not
or Lieutenant Colonel

India (b)(3), ;
8GT|(b)(6) 3 Yeg, S1r.

LtGen Natonski: I just want to thank yo

ify the Lieutenant Colonel
Sigma

(b)(6)

PaawanMW)

(b)(3). Do you understand that?

u for your service to our

country, to the Army, thank you for what you're doing,
and what you will be doing again here in the near
future. So, have a good deployment and stay safe.

Thank you.

India (b)(3
ng(X),

SGT {b)(6) ] Thank you, sir.

[The testimony closed at 0920,

15 October 2009.]
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