1 [The testimony began at 1725, 14 October 2009.]

2 LtGen Natonski: I'm Lieutenant General Richard F. Natonski,
3 United States Marine Corps. I have been appointed by
4 the commander of U.S. Central Command to conduct an

5 investigation into the facts and circumstances

6 surrounding the combat action at Wanat, Afghanistan

7 during July 2008. Major General David Perkins, United
8 States Army, has been assigned as the deputy

9 investigating officer. Lieutenant Colonel (b)(3),(b)(6) Beta
10 and Lieutenant Colonel (b)(3),(b)(6) are judge Sigma

11 advocates assigned to the investigation team.

12 The testimony you provide today will be recorded,

13 transcribed, and included in our report of the

14 investigation. Based on your testimony, we may also
15 prepare a separate written statement for your review
16 and signature.

17 Prior to coming on the record today, you signed a

18 Privacy Act Statement; is that correct?

Charlie 19  SFC (b)(3),(b)6) 2 Yes, sir.

20 LtGen Natonski: Okay. Your testimony will be made under
21 oath. You will now be sworn.
22 [(The witness was sworn. ]
Beta 23  LtCol (h)3)(b)6): Please state your full name, spelling your last?
Charie 24  SFC (b)(3),(b)6) : Yes, sir. My name is (b)(3),(b)(6) . My last name Charlie
25 is (b)(3).(b)(6) +  Charlie

Beta 26 LtCol (b)3)b)6): What is your current unit and that unit’s

27 location?

Charlie 28  SFC (b)3),(b)®6) : My current unit is 173 Airborne Brigade, ABCT,
29 and its current location is Caserma, Italy, Vicenza,
30 Italy.

Beta 31 LtCol (h)3)b)6): And you are currently a sergeant first class in
32 the U.S. Army?

Charie 33  SFC (b)(3),(b)(6) : Yes, sir, I am.
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LtCol (b)3).(b)6) And in July 2008, what was your unit and that
unit’s location?

SFC  (b)(3),(b)6) : My unit’s location was--we’re at Jalalabad and
that location was in Afghanistan——Jalalabad,
Afghanistan, sir.

LtCol (v)(3),(b)6): And in July of 2008, what was your rank and your
duty assignment?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) : My duty assignment was the night battle NCO and
my rank was sergeant first class there.

LtCol (v)(3),(b)6): What is your occupation field?

SFC (b)3),0)6) : ll-bravo, sir.

LEtCol (b)(3),(b)®6): And that’s infantry?

SFC  (1h)3),b)6) = Infantry, yes, sir.

LtCol (b)(3),(b)6): How long had you been with the brigade?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) : Total, sir, I’ve been with the brigade five
years.

LECol (b)@3).(b)(6) So you went through the pre-deployment training
and over--and the entire deployment with the brigade?

SFC (b)(3)(b)6) = Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)3).(b)6): Could you describe the duties of the battle watch
NCO?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) : The battle NCO, sir, his main duty is to assist

the Battle Captain in his duty functions which are
synchronizing the assets within the brigade, reacting
to what we call “SIGACTs,” significant acts, what'’s
going on in our AOR, Area Of Responsibility, and also
is to ensure that the TOC maintains his duty function
as the central hub for all communications throughout
the brigade and through our central headquarters.

LtCol (b)3),(b)6): Now the communications throughout the brigade,
does that mean communications coming in from the
battalions?

002674



Charlie 1 SFC ()3).b)6) : Roger, sir. We monitor all communications with--
even within the Battalions, with the Battalion itself,
3 to the Companies, and sometimes to Platoon level.

Beta 4 LtCol (v)3)b)6): And how would you monitor the platoon level?

Charie 5  SFC (b)3).(b)6) = We have--we have what they call the “CAL,” where
6 we can go down. The CAL gives us the capability to go
7 down to all the Freq’s within our brigade, within our
8 COMSECS. So we can--we got the freq and we have the
9 freq for all the platoons. We can change the freq to
10 the CAL instantaneous and we can immediately go down

11 to the Platoon Freq if we need to.

Beta 12  LtCol (b)3),(b)6): And then you would essentially be listening to

13 that freq and----

Charlie 14  SFC (b)(3).(b)6) 3 Roger, sir. We would throw that freq up. We had
15 speakers inside the TOC, so we can throw it up so the
16 Brigade Commander can listen to his Soldiers, and what
17 was going on on the ground.

Beta 18  LECol (b)3),(b)6): Routinely how would information come into the

19 brigade TOC?

Charie 20  SFC (n)3),b)6) : We had our--our SOPs were set up so if the units
21 below us would have what we call significant acts,
22 they would come through MERC chat. We would use MERC
23 chat a lot. The battalion would type in a MERC chat
24 and once we received it in the MERC chat we’ll go--and
25 it would come through CPOF. CPOF gives us the
26 capability of seeing everything within a battle space
27 instantaneous so the battalions can have a SIGACT.
28 They can just throw it on the map, on the CPOF, and
29 instantly tell us what’s going on, what type of
30 assault, what it is, what’s the size, activity,
31 location, where it is. And also, like I said, we were
32 always--we always had the CAL monitoring the radios of
33 the battalions going on all the time.

Beta 34 LECol (b)3),(b)6) If the unit was having issues with the supplies

35 or was noticing some indications and warnings and was
36 passing that up the chain, how would you receive that
37 in the brigade TOC?
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SFC (b)(3).(b)®) : We would receive it--if the unit was having
problem with supply, we would receive it, maybe even
type it into MERC chat or they would send it up on a
radio. They could send it up on a radio. TIf it has
specifically to do with us, if that was an S4
function, usually if we had it, it was an emergency,
like I said, like an emergency resupply, something
like that would come to the top. But, usually,
generally, in everyday functions like if a unit was
down supplies or anything, it would usually go to the
S4, and the S4 would work that issue.

LtCol (b)3).(b)©6) Are you familiar with the Operation Rock Move?
SFC (1)3),0)6) * Yes, sir, I am.

LtCol (b)3),(b)6): And to your understanding, what was Operation
Rock Move?

SFC  (b)3).b)6) : Didn’t get in--I'm just familiar with the
operation with supply--and speed balls, but I didn’t
get really into depth into it. That wasn’t my--my
particular area of operations. I wouldn’t really work
that issue, what was going on with the operation of
Rock Move but----

LtCol (b)(3),(b)6): Were you in a monitoring mode at the brigade?

SFC (b)3).(b)6) ; I'm in the monitoring mode at the brigade. And
some of those things were passed on to--some of the
things like Operation Rock Move Lieutenant Colonel

Kilo (0)3).()6) , they would pick up things like that because
they would talk directly to the S3’s at the battalion
level and they would synchronize all that information
with all us. They would have OPSYNC metrics and do
all this. And that’s something that would not come
through the Battle Captain or the battle NCO. We were
made aware of it, but we didn’t provide any of the--we
were hands off of it, just put it that way. It wasn’'t
like we had to work it or anything like that because
we just passed it up to either the S3 or Lieutenant

Kio Colonel (b)@3)(b)6) who was the CHOPs at that time and
would work that issue.
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LtCol (b)3).(0)6): And on the 12th of July 2008, where were you?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) = The 12th of July 2008, sir, I was planning on
leaving Jalalabad and returning home. So on the 13th
of July, sir, I was on my way to Bagram.

LtCol (b)(3).(b)®6) Okay. Now during your time in the brigade when
you had troops in contact, would the Battle Captain or
the battle NCO be involved in assisting and moving
assets?

SFC  (v)3),0b)6) : Roger, sir. He was directly involved.
LtCol (b)3),(b)®6): How so?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) : How so? We--we kept--we called it an asset
tracker. We had our asset tracker displayed daily on
our COP, our Common Operating Picture was up there, so
we knew what type of assets the Battalion had or the
Brigade had available to us to use. If there were
three F15’'s flying around, we knew when they came on
station and when they went off station. If we had
AH64"'s at our disposal for either Quick Reaction Force
or they were flying around or a Scout helicopters
flying around, we knew where they were and how long
they were going to be on station and when they were
going to go off station. So if a Company or Battalion
were to request an asset we had directly assigned to
us, we can move that asset to that TIC or wherever
that location is to support those Soldiers on the
ground.

LtCol (b)3),(b)6): Now you mentioned on the 13th, you were heading
home?

SFC (b)3),(b)6) = Roger, sir.
LtCol (b)3),(b)6): Well had you had a turnover with your relief?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) 3 Roger, sir. We had our turnover with the unit
that was replacing us and we had--it wasn’t the--it
wasn’t a very good relief. The unit took a while to
get there. And once they got there, it was like,
okay, they won’t ever show up and they showed up maybe
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once or twice while I was there. I met my counterpart
maybe twice and then I was out of there.

LtCol (b)(3).(b)(®6): Did you stand a watch together at all?

SFC

(b)(3),(b)(6) : No, sir, we did not. That was another thing that

Pine

struck me as odd because when we replaced the unit, we
were there two weeks with the unit before the unit
came and we took over. And we watched them do the--
they watched us do the functions of what was needed
and everything and we just picked off their SOPs and
then corrected some things. But this unit who
relieved us, they didn’t come into the TOC at least.
We were wondering, where were they? Are they coming
in here or not? We knew they were on Jalalabad, but
they never came in to sit down, to talk with us. We
showed them the Battle Operating Systems, and after
that, I didn’t see my counterpart at all. When I
PCS’d, I left Captain ()3)(b)6) there who was there and he
was wondering when are these guys going to show up?
And he was--usually it’s the NCO who does the
training. We left our Battle Captain there who did
the training for the relief which is odd. I've never
done this before.

LtCol (B)B3).(b)6); So it’s a normal routine procedure on the 13th of

SFC

July had you been on duty and not heading back home--
would you’ve had a role in providing assistance to the
unit up at Wanat?

(b)(3),(b)(8) = Yes, sir, I would have. I would have had a major

role. I would have taken some things off the Battle
Captain. I would have synchronized what he was doing
because he’s fighting the fight. He’s receiving the
information. I would have been there looking at the
MERC chat, responding to the unit, and giving them to
the Battle Captain so he could fight the fight by
synchronizing his assets. I would have taken the
small stuff away from him so he wouldn’t have to be on
the radio, talking on the MERC chat, answering the
unit’s--some of the unit’s basic questions that they
need. But without--we’ve done it before when the
Battle Captain goes on leave or something like this--

6
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we have worked the issue. But something like that,
that’s-~the Wanat incident, for someone to go through
this by themselves, it’s pretty hard. He was telling
me that he basically--he had to do this on his own
because the guys that replaced him, they just got
there. They didn’t know much about what was going on
and he was doing all the--the fighting and
synchronization on his own.

LtCol (b)(3).(b)6): Would he have had a. role in the QRF as far as the

SFC

aviation assets?

(b)(3).(b)(6) ¢ Roger, sir. The aviation assets, he talks

directly to them. Because usually when a TIC opens
up, we would call the unit that’s going to assist us,
the task force--it wasn’t Task Force-Storm, it was
another unit, task force there but we would
immediately call them, they would have seen it also on
the MERC chat or the CPOF and we would usually--I
would pick up the phone and say, hey, hey, Battle
Captain at Task Force--are you monitoring what is
going in AO, Rock’s AO? And he would let me know,
okay, roger, we’re tracking. We are at REDCON right
now. Whenever you launch us, you launch us because
nothing got launched from the aviation until we told
them to launch. So we controlled most of what was
going on. Of course we had our approval of how we get
approval to send them but they didn’t launch until we
told them to launch.

LtCol bh)3),(b)®6): So it would be the Battle Captain, once he got

SFC

approval, that would launch?

(b)(3),(b)(6) * Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)@3),(b)6): Lieutenant Colonel()@3)(b)@ Sigma

LTCOb)3).(b)& Who was the night Battle Captain that you worked for?

SFC

(b)(3).(b)(6) = The night Battle Captain was Captain (b)(3),(b)(6)

sir.
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LTCb)@3).(b)6y And just for the record so that people reading the
record will understand, MERC chat is like a email type
interface, right?

SFC (b)@3),(b)®6) : Yes, sir, it is.

LTCb)3).(b)6) Okay. So it’s not something where you do voice
communication. It all comes up on the screen like an
email.

SFC (b)@3).(b)®) = Roger, sir.

LTC(b)3).(b)6) And you guys had a number of, I'm sure, TOC Battle
Drills for different situations, troops in contact,
downed aircraft, etcetera?

SFC (b)(3),(b)®) : Roger, sir, we did.

LTCp)3).b)® So the night of the Wanat incident, they would have
gone into whatever the appropriate TOC Battle Drill
was?

SFC (b)(3).(b)6) : Roger, sir. It would start off like it’s a TIC
and then once the TIC, they would go into the regular
battle drill after that.

LTCp)3),b)6y Okay. That’s all I have; General?

LtGen Natonski: Would there have been a record of the events
on the 13th of July capturing the MERC chat or what
would it have been captured in?

SFC (b)3).(b)6) : Roger, sir. Usually the MERC chat log would have
been saved and also it would have been done on a 1594
because the RTO’s are actually--as the incidents are
taken down, the RTO’s are also recording it on the
1594-- the electronic 1594,

LtGen Natonski: But what----

SFC (b)(3),(b)®6) : It’s like a daily log that we keep while we’re on
shift.

LtGen Natonski: Are those logs still around, do you know?
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SFC (b)@3).(b)6) : Roger, sir. They still should be around. They
should be one of those secret hard drives that we have
if we can find them.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Thanks.

MG Perkins: Just a couple questions. So you left the brigade
on the 12th----

SFC (b)(@3),(b)6) = Roger, sir.

MG Perkins: ----and started moving back? Then prior to that
when Chosen started moving into Wanat, right, so you
were--had you pulled some shift work as they were
moving into Wanat and establishing the COP?

SFC (b)3).(b)®) : Very little, sir, very little shift work because
I was instructed to “Go ahead and get your stuff
packed up and start planning on going back to
Jalalabad.”

MG Perkins: Do you know as they were moving out of Bella and
moving into Wanat, was there any special guidance
given to anyone pulling those shifts, like hey, pay
particular attention to X, Y, or Z? In other words,
was there any heightened sense of, you know, there’s a
lot of moving pieces here; we have to pay particular
attention to it?

SFC (b)@3),(b)®6) : Roger, sir. There were guidance given that this
one platoon is out there--this one platoon is out
there setting up and the defenses wasn’t complete—-—=--

MG Perkins: Okay. So there was this awareness at the TOC
that this was not quote, unquote, business as usual.
They’re not in a fully prepared COP. We may have to
take extra precautions, et cetera, that there was this
understanding of that?

SFC (b)@3).(b)®) : Roger, sir. But I don’t think it was like, okay,
we're really going to focus on Wanat today----

MG Perkins: No, I understand. But it was----

SFC (b)@3).(b)6) * We knew--we were aware of them.

9
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MG Perkins: Okay.

(b)3).(b)6) We were aware of the situation what they were

going--what was out there--that--that platoon was out
there on the ground.

MG Perkins: And just following up on this Common Operating

Picture and MERC chat and all that. If there is a
“troops in contact” or a specific incident, is there
any specific way that you flag those records different
than anything else? Okay, now this--we have troops in
contact or we have casualties or something. Does that
or is it just the normal daily log like any other
daily log or do they say look because as I understand
if there is a KIA, it is automatically going to
generate a 15-6. So was there anyway in the TOC when
all of a sudden you got a KIA or something like that
that--a sort of flag went up saying, look, we’re going
to have to pay particular attention to this because we
know it’s going to generate follow on looks?

(b)(3).(b)(6) = Roger, sir. What usually happens if there is a

KIA or a serious injury, it’s not that we just log it
in there. The first think we would do, no matter if
you’re the day Battle Captain or the night Battle
Captain, we would go get someone senior if the CHOPs
were not available. We would actually go wake up the
Colonel or the Battle CHOPs and say, hey, sir, we have
a serious incidence going on. We lost one fallen hero
and either the CHOPs or the Colonel would immediately
come into the TOC. And at that time, we would display
it on the CPOF. The whole assault would be put out up
there on the board so that everybody would know what
was going on and where this----

MG Perkins: And so that would show up on the CPOF?

(b)(3).(b)(6) = Roger, sir. It would show up on the incident, it

would show up on the CPOF, then we would have another
system--what was it, there’s another system just a
mapping program and we would draw out, we’d zero in,
get the terrain centered well so the Commander could
come in and instantly look back and look up there and

10
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go, okay, I know where it is by hilll07 and I see the
valley and everything like that so he can have a--you,
know, an instant picture just by looking at it.

MG Perkins: So there should be an electronic record both on
the CPOF and the 1594 for that?

SFC (b)(3),(b)®6) : Roger, sir. And then at the end of the day, they
rolled up in what we call a SIDNE report.

MG Perkins: Oh, in SYDNY and you guys use SIDNE database?
SFC (b)(3).(b)6) Roger, sir. We roll up in SIDNE----
MG Perkins: Okay. So it would be in SIDNE as well?

SFC (b)(3),(b)®6) : Roger, sir. It should be in SIDNE.
MG Perkins: So it’s another way to take a look at it.

SFC (b)@3).(b)6) And there’s a power point slide made. Every
SIGACTs we had within the brigade, we made a power
point slide. We received one from the battalion and
the brigade would make its own. And we would brief
these slides at the end of shift change brief.

MG Perkins: That was part of your internal----
SFC (b)3).(b)6) * Roger, sir.
MG Perkins: ----from one ship to another?

SFC (b)3).(b)6) : Roger, sir.

MG Perkins: And you say all this should be on the SYNDEY
database, CPOF, 1594 and the shift change--

SFC (b)3),(b)6) : Shift change brief.

MG Perkins: Should all be in your archives?
SFC (b)(3),(b)(6) 3 Correct, sir.

MG Perkins: Okay. Thanks.

LtCol (b)3),(b)6): Major (b)3).(b)6)? owl

Maj (b)@).(b)6): No, sir.

11
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LtCol (b)3).(b)6): General? Charlie

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Sergeant First Class (b)3).(b)6) , you are
ordered not to discuss the testimony you provided
today with anyone other than members of this
investigation team. You will not allow any witness in
this investigation to talk to you about the testimony
he has given or which he intends to give. If anyone
should try to influence your testimony or attempt to
discuss your testimony, you are instructed to notify
Lieutenant Colonel p)3)(b)6) or Lieutenant Colonelw)@3)b)6)  Sigma

Beta

Do you understand that?

SFC (b)(3),(b)6) : Yes, sir, I do.

LtGen Natonski: I just want to thank you for your service to
our country, to the Army, and wish you all the best on
your next deployment, and have a good time on leave.

SFC (b)@3),(b)6) 3 Roger, sir.
LtGen Natonski: Good luck.
SFC  (b)3),0)6) * Hooah, sir.

[The testimony closed at 1743, 14 October 2009.]
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