1 [The testimony closed at 1110, 15 October 2009.]

2 LtGen Natonski: I am Lieutenant General Richard F. Natonski,
3 United States Marine Corps. I have been appointed by
4 the commander of US Central Command to conduct an
5 investigation into the facts and circumstances
6 surrounding the combat action in Wanat, Afghanistan,
7 during July 2008. Major General David Perkins, United
8 States Army, has been assigned as a deputy
9 investigating officer. Lieutenant Colonel (b)@3) (b)6) here
10 is one of the judge advocates assigned to the
11 investigation team. We have another Lieutenant
|8Eﬂnalz Colonel (b)@3),(b)6) -—Army JAG--who is not present at
13 this time.
14 The testimony that you provide today will be recorded,
15 transcribed, and included in our report of
16 investigation. Based on your testimony we may also
17 prepare a separate written statement for your review
18 and signature.
19 Prior to coming on the record today you signed a
20 privacy act statement. Is that correct?
Lima |21 cw2 0)) b)6) : Yes, sir.
22 LtGen Natonski: Your testimony will be made under oath. You
23 will now be sworn.

24 [The witness was sworn.)
25 LtCol v)@3), (b)(6F Please state your full name, spelling your last.
Lima [26 CW2 (b)3), (b)6) : (b)(3), (b)(6) ; (b)(3), (b)(6) .

eta |27 LtCol (b)3). (b)6} What is your current unit and that unit's
28 location?

29 CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * HHC, 173d Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza,

30 Italy.

eta |31  LtColb)d). (b)6): You are currently a Chief Warrant Officer 2 in
32 the U.S. Army?

Lima [33 cw2 0)E) b)e): Sir, yes, sir.
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LtCol (b)3), (b)(6): In July 2008, what was your unit and that unit's

location?

Ccw2 (0)3), (b)6); Same unit--HHC, 173d Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, out of FOB Fenty, Afghanistan--Jalalabad
airfield.

LtCol (b)3), (b)6} In July 2008, what was your rank and your duty
assignment?

CW2 (b)), (b)(6) : On July 8th I was a W1, I would get promoted on

July 1l4th. My duty assignment was the Brigade
Airspace Manager as part of the Brigade's ADAM cell--
Air Defense and Airspace Management cell--for the 173d
Airborne Brigade Combat Team.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)(6) What does an airspace manager do?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)6): We assist and de-conflict airspace for clearance
of fires, also for aviation assets to transit through
the brigade airspace. We also activate and de-activate
restricted operating zones, which are called ROZs, for
the clearance of fires and for the maneuverability of
aircraft through the brigade airspace.

LtCol (b)), (b)6)} How long have you been with the Brigade?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * Since January 9th of 2007.

LtCol (b)3), (b)®6) So you went through the work-up with them before
the deployment?

CW2 (b)3), (b)6): Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)(6} And your occupation field--the name of your
specialty?

CW2 (0)@3), (b)(6): The actual name of my specialty is C2 systems

integrator and technician. It is part of the brigade
ADAM cell. As part of the brigade ADAM cell, you work
in the airspace de-confliction stuff and I was the one
that was actually doing the job.

LtCol (b)3), (b)(6}

On 13 July 2008, were you in Afghanistan?

CW2 (5)@3), (b)(6) * Yes, sir.
LtCol(b)3) ()6  Are you familiar with the combat action that took

place at Wanat?
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CW2 (b)(3), (b)6) 2 I am familiar with my part and what was happening
in the brigade--the tactical operations center.

LtCol (b)3). (b)(6} Could you please describe what you did on the
13th in relation to the action at Wanat?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) : It was early morning and we got reports of troops
in contact in Wanat and the unit--2nd Battalion--
requested their ROZs active--their restricted
operating zones--active. I worked with----

LtCol (b)3), (b)6) What does that mean?

" CW2 ()(3), (b)(6) : Restricted operating zone? It is how you set up

clearance of fires. You use the restricted operating
zones, which are cylindrical in shape, and they go up
to a certain elevation for clearance of fires, sir.
What it does, it gives you the ability to fire from
one ROZ--restricted operating zone--to assist troops
in contact in a different ROZ so that the entire
airspace is cleared. Either the personnel on the
ground, the fire support personnel on the ground or
the JTAC, once their restricted operating zones are
clear and aircraft need to transit through the
restricted operating zone they have a clearance of--
“move to the west of this grid line, our gun target
line starts here and moves from here” so you can
transit through the South of the ROZ or transit north
of this grid line or south of this grid line.

LEtCol (b)(3), (b)(6) For indirect fire on Wanat, what would the gun
target line be? Where would it come from?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6): I really don't know which ones they had active
but I know that we activated all of their ROZs and
from my understanding I think they were gunning out of
FOB Blessing in support of that. I don't remember
exactly.

LtCol (h)(3), (b)(6) What would your role be if you knew the gun
target line was from Blessing? What role would you
play with air----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)®6): I would make sure that all the ROZs were
activated from Blessing and anything in between there
to Wanat. I would also advise the aviation assets that
all these restricted operating zones are active and if
they had to transit to make sure they're on the common
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LtCol

LtCol

LtCol

LtCol

LtCol

air to ground freg--the CAG freg--in order to request
clearance with the fire support personnel or the JTAC-
-the Air Force personnel on the ground.

: Were you aware--was a QRF--an aviation QRF
launched that day?

: Yes, sir.
Do you recall what that was?

We asked for the AH 64, the two gun metal
packages. I think it was 10lst at the time that was
there. They were actually “gun bows”--was their call
sign--it was a two gun bow package that we launched.
The aircraft on the ground, the pilots are never
sitting in the aircraft ready to launch. They get the
advisory and it goes from us, or from the Battle
Captain, straight . directly to the CAV unit--the
aviation unit. They were direct support to us so we
were able to control them directly if they were in
QRF. Once we called them--it is a standard REDCON 3,
which is 30 minutes to launch time--30 minute flight
time to get there, I think it was--if they had to
follow the--because there are standard Army aviation
flight routes that fly in and around our area of
operations.

If they were on a QRF mission, would they still
have to fly those routes?

H They were the routes that were cleared but we got
clearance to fly them straight-line because of the
severity of the actions that were happening. So they
ended up flying just straight up over the mountains
instead of around the valleys.

Was that another unit’s boundary that they had to
cross?

s No, sir, it was all Brigade.

2 So you clear those--were you aware—--were they--
the QRF helicopters--ever delayed--awaiting clearance-
-for crossing a boundary?

3 I am not aware of any delays once they were in
the air, sir. If they were held by the JTAC or the
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fire support personnel on the ground due to clearance
of fires that is something that we have always seen
before--"hey we are going to fire this fire mission
and as soon as this fire mission is done you can come
in and do your run." What I do know is that they did
not--as soon as we alerted them that we needed them at
Wanat they were not up in the air immediately. It was
about 15 to 20 minutes before they were wheels up in
the air and that was better than what we usually
expect.

LtCol(®)@). (b)6): So that was a quick response?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6)* Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)3), (b)(6) Based on your experience?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6): Yes, sir.

LtCol(b)@3). (b)(6): There was a JTAC forward some place?

CW2 (1)3), (b)6) : Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)@3), (b)6X Where was that?

CW2 (b)3), (b)6): I think the JTAC--if there wasn't a deliberate
operation, usually the JTAC moves with a unit if there
is a deliberate operation--and air assault. If not,
the JTAC would stay at the battalion headquarters next
to the fire support officer which would be at FOB
Blessing.

LtCol (b)@3), (b)(6) Do you recall--did you ever meet that JTAC that
was up with the battalion?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)®) = I met most of the JTACs that were working with us
at the time. I don't remember his name right off the
bat-- ()3), (b)) ©r something--it was something with a
(b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol (b)3), (b)6F U.S. Air Force?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * Yes, sir. I do remember the JTAC that was at the
TOC with us at the time. I had indirect contact with
him over the radio, which was @®)@), (b)) ==1 don't
remember--a Sergeant s) e r I think it was.
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LtCol (b)3), (b)(6) Were there any other aviation assets that came

into the zone as part of the QRF? Or a follow-on force
to the QRF?

CW2 (b)@3), (b)(6): Yes. Once we started taking casualties we

alerted the medevacs that we were going to need them.
We were running--until it was complete we were running
nonstop medevacs. We got an extension for our AH-64s,
the gun bows, and----

LtCol (b)3), (b)(6X What do you mean by "extension"?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6): If they fly over a certain amount of time they

have to be extended and we were already approved an
extension so that they could stay on the ground and
support the troops until the next package of AH-64s
were on station and they did a RIP--they relieved in
place. Once the RIP came out, I did not--usually to
fly into the Konar Province, you would need an armed
escort to fly in there. Myself and the Battle Captain
and the commander on the ground thought it best if we
leave the AH-64s on the ground, over supporting the
troops. The Aviation Battle Captain at the time said
that she could fly the medevacs in and out with the
Kiowas, which was pushing the envelope on the
elevation on the Kiowas being that the Konar Province
is at a higher elevation than we were at JAF and
usually we end up flying to Konar but because of the
straight-line distance that they were taking they were
able to fly straight through valleys--over the hills
and straight through the valleys in order to support
the medevacs and the medevacs could go in and start
taking some of our people.

LtCol (b)3), (b)) Did you have any fixed wing aircraft you had to
clear?
CW2 (1)(3), (b)6)* The fixed wing aircraft--they came in at a

different elevation than the coordinating altitude.
They were controlled by the JTAC here and once we got
their elevation we knew that they were clear to stay
above and then the JTAC on the ground took control of
them once they were over their restricted operating
zones.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)(6F Just to clarify, to the best of your

recollection, the AH QRF were airborne quicker than
normal?
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CW2 (b)3). (b)6); Yes, sir. Once we gave them the severity--it was

very strange for us because it was troops in contact
and then it was like--I don't want to say directly, I
don't want to say that this is exactly how it happened
but it was like we had three WIA and then it went to
five WIA and then it went to seven WIA--we got like
four different reports at one time. Regardless, one
WIA is just as important as seven. You want to get
your guys out of there. Once they knew the severity I
made a phone call to the Battle Captain and I was
like, "you have got to get them up now. We need those
guys over there." Once the Intel reports started
coming in to the battle captain, the level of severity
of it--it became more of a severe, severe issue to get
up there.

LtCol(b)3), (b)(6): What net were you monitoring or were you in a

chat room----

CW2 (b)), (b)(6): We were on MERC chat. We were monitoring, maybe,

four channels on MERC chat which was the actual Afghan
fires windows which is how we--the Afghan fires window
at the time--which is how we did de-confliction of
airspace with other aviation units that control
aircraft. Also with the civilian--there are civilian
agencies that you have to go through to de-conflict
aircraft and at certain times of the day there are
lots of flights going in and out but nothing usually
through Konar but you still had to de-conflict
airspace with them. Usually the de-confliction of
airspace took about 30 to 45 seconds to get all the
agencies on board and for them to say the airspace was
clear.

LtCol (v)3), (b)6) To the best of your recollection, the QRF was not

held up waiting for a gun target line?

CW2 (b)3), (b)®6): It was not held up at JAF, sir. What I do know

is that it was not held up from departure from the
Jalalabad Airfield, FOB Fenty. If it was held up in
the air it was due to the fire support officer on the
ground or the fire support NCO or the JTAC on the
ground trying to clear the fires so that they may come
in. Once they take control of it, over top, then I
lose control of it.

LtCol(b)3), (b)6): Were you aware that on 8 July, Task Force Rock

was conducting an operation? This was days before the

7
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battle itself--that they were conducting an operation
up in the Waygal?

CW2 (v)(3), (b)6): If there was an operation usually I would be
aware of it because we would get the mission--kind of
like the CONOP for it--and they tell you “we need
these ROZs to go active at this time” and so we make
sure that we stayed abreast of all the information for
the operations. I don't remember right off hand, sir.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)6) So a CONOP that you would normally see would have
the fire support measures in there?

CW2 (v)(3), (b)(6): Yes, sir. And if there was an air assault we
would also have the type of air assault.

LtCol (b)3), (b)(6}) I'm just going toc show you the CONOP for
Operation Rock Move that was conducted by Task Force
Rock. Could you just take a quick look and see if you
recognize that at all?

CW2 (b)@3), (b)(6) : This is the one to close Bella?

LtCol()@3). (b)6:  Correct.

CW2 (n)(3), (b)(6)* Yes, sir. I remember this.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)(6} Does that contain the fire support coordination

measures that you mentioned?

CW2 (1v)(3), (b)(6): Well, where we would get it from is the
“TADPOLES” on here. The “TADPOLES” of movement and
from where to where they would be moving.

LtCol (b)3), (b)(6) What would you get from reviewing those slides?

CW2 (b)3), (b)6): I would know the type of aircraft that they would
be using right off the bat. So us at the ADAM cell and
the BAE cell we would work together--the Brigade
Aviation Element--we would know what type of aircraft
they were using, where they were going to pre-pose the
aircraft and from where to where they would be moving.
We would also get the FOB they were moving from, what
FOB they were going to fly over to make sure that they
were clear and once they requested the assets if they
were going to request the airspace then we would give
it to them.
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eta 1 LtCol (b)d) (b)6r Okay, so if they were going to fly over Blessing
2 or something like that?

Ima 3 CW2 (b)Q3), (b)®6): Yes, like if they were going to fly over
4 Blessing.

5 LtCol (b)3), (b)6} So based on your review right there, did you have
6 sufficient information from that CONOP you are looking
7 at to perform your duty?

ima |8 CW2 (b)3) (b)6): Yes, sir.
9 LtGen Natonski: There were two artillery pieces, two triple
10 sevens at Camp Blessing. They were, I think, among the
11 first of the fire support on Wanat that morning. So
12 as you launched those Apaches and they were inbound
13 they could have been held up while an ongoing fire
14 mission was in progress--big sky little bullet but to
15 avoid fratricide on our own helicopters----
16 CW2 (b)@3), (b)(6): Yes, sir.
17 LtGen Natonski: ----and then they would have been cleared
18 into the battle space by the controller at Blessing?
19 CW2 (b)3) (b)6)* Yes, sir.
20 LtGen Natonski: And that is how--they would have not been
21 coming out the valley they were probably coming
22 straight line from----
23 CW2 (n)3), (b)6)* From Jalalabad.
24 LtGen Natonski: --——From Jalalabad. The valley runs north
25 and south-- they would have been coming from, I guess,
26 from the West or straight-line from Jalalabad?
27 CW2 (b)3), (b)®6): They were northwest a little bit.
28 LtGen Natonski: Okay, so they would be gecing Northwest-- do
29 you think they would have come up the valley----
30 CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6): Yes, sir.
31 LtGen Natonski: --—-up the Waygal from the south over
32 Blessing so it would have been incumbent because that
33 is the direction the artillery would have----
34 CW2 (b)3), (b)(6): Yes, sit.
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LtGen Natonski: Okay. So that would've been the only delay.
They were faster getting out of the chocks, they
realized the urgency of the situation and for normal
fire control measures they would've been held until
the fire mission was complete.

sir.

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) = Yes,

LtGen Natonski: You mentioned "Kiowa", and those are the
small little aircraft?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6): Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: What is their purpose?

CW2 (b)3), (b)6): OH-58Ds, the Kiowa Warriors, were used as scout
teams.

LtGen Natonski: Do they mount guns?
CW2 (1)3), (b)6)* They have rockets, 2 275 millimeter rockets, and
they have 50-cal machine guns.

LtGen Natonski: They have 50-cals on them?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6)* Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: So they can provide an armed escort?

CW2 (1)(3), (b)(6) * They cannot fly into Blessing, sir.
fly all the way to Blessing.
at Blessing.
feet.

They cannot
They were able to stop
Their plateau in Afghanistan is 6000

LtGen Natonski: Okay, so they were escorting MEDEVACs----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)6) = MEDEVACs up and down the valley.
LtGen Natonski: Okay, so they were bringing the medevac

choppers to Blessing and then from Blessing--what were
the medevac choppers that day?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) = At first we had the UH-60s.

LtGen Natonski: I think, where they also using 47s?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)) = Yes, once we had the number of personnel there,
we flew a 47.

10
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LtGen Natonski: Okay, was it a MEDEVAC 47 or was it just----

CW2 (b)), (b)6): No, it was actually reconfigured for a Medevac.

LtGen Natonski: So you had MEDEVAC 47s but----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)6): We did not have any at Jalalabad. They
reconfigured it for us to fly.

LtGen Natonski: At Jalalabad?

CW2 (b)3), (b)6): Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: So the Kiowa gets to Camp Blessing and then

what happens?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6)* It would loiter and then pull the medevac back
while another group of Kiowas would probably----

LtGen Natonski: | Okay, so it's not a fuel restriction it's
more altitude-- because of the altitude of the Valley.

CW2 (b)3), (b)©6): Yes, sir. There were maps printed up for us that
pretty much had red through the entire Konar--north of
Blessing and up through Saber’s AO. That was where
the Kiowas did not fly, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Prior to the attack on the 13th, the morning
of the 13th, you were aware that they were shutting
down COP Bella?

CW2 (1)(3), (b)(6)* Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: And they were moving some of the equipment
to Blessing and some other equipment to Wanat?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: And they had two CH-47s with two Apaches for

escorts and I guess they were running them so that one
47 may be landing at Bella picking up here while the
other one was already down at Blessing dropping so
they were de-conflicted?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(®6) = Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: And then the Apaches were off in a hold
pattern?

11
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CW2 (b)3), (b)6): No, the Apaches-- if they were on the ground of
the Apaches would be with the two aircraft that were
flying.

LtGen Natonski: Would there be one Apache with each because

the 47s, I think, were not flying together. They were
trying to avoid having them hover near the valley.

CW2 (b){3), (b)(6): Yes, sir. If aircraft is down in Bella, sir, it
didn't need the escort anymore and it would be with
the one that was moving. So on that day, I don’t know
how they flew----

LtGen Natonski: Well the establishment of the COP took
several days--was that something that you controlled?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) = No, sir. The actual aviators controlled that.

LtGen Natonski: So the pilots and I assume any airspace de-

confliction because of supporting arms would've been
handled out of Blessing because that is the only
supporting arms—----

CW2 (b)3), (b)®) = The fire support officer--once they fly into
their battle space, sir, they would take control of it
and they would clear it with their FSO. I would clear
them to that point and then they would have 1t

LtGen Natonski: At Camp Blessing there is a fire support
officer. 1Is there a JTAC as well?

CW2 (b)3), (b)(6): Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: So the JTAC performs, I guess, the role of

what we call a direct air support at Blessing so that
if you had a B-1 Bomber dropping, would the JTAC move
the Apaches out?

CW2 (b)3), (b)(6)= Yes.

LtGen Natonski: And let the bomber drop and then bring them
back in?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * Yes.

LtGen Natonski: So all of that is being configured by the
JTAC and the FSO whether it was the artillery or the
Apaches----=

12

002495




)

2
Cima 3
4
5
6
7
Cima s
9
[ima 10
11
12
13
14
[ima ] 15
16
17
18

[y
o

5]
o

N
¥ ]

. C C
ii Ei Ei
© o ©
]
-

~N
w

n
-9

25

C
Ei
®

26

.

3

Q
w
o

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6): Yes, sir. I would get it to them----

LtGen Natonski: Okay, you passed----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)®) = —--—and then once they checked in on their
airspace, they controlled it.

LtGen Natonski:
passing a lot of fixed wing, I think,
weren't they?

Okay and you were monitoring this. They were
over there,

CW2 (b)3), (b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: What else do you recall?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6)* I don't know right off hand but I know that it
was very busy.

LtGen Natonski: What happens to the Apaches when the medevac
choppers are going? Can they still--the pilots are de-
conflicting amongst themselves----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(®6) * The Apaches during the battle, the Apaches stayed
there on the ground and the medevacs----=

LtGen Natonski:
stayed on

When you say "stayed on the ground”, they
the site, they weren't landing----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * No.

LtGen Natonski: —----they were continuing gun runs----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: ----while the MEDEVACs were coming in?

CW2 (b)3), (b)®6): Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: So the MEDEVACs may have said,

“I’m coming
in from the south, stay north of the----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) * Roger, “Stay south of such and such grid line and
you are clear to enter Blessing.”

LtGen Natonski: Okay, while the Apaches are suppressing
fires trying to allow the medevac choppers in.

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(®B) * Yes, sir.
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LtGen Natonski: All that is done on sight then. Okay,
thanks.

MG Perkins: Looking back on 13--when Wanat occurred--to
review what you said--"I got the call, it was
escalating--got the Apaches in there fairy quickly",
"activated ROZs", "conducted airspace coordination"--
to your knowledge, throughout any of that process,
were there any conflicts or anything which was slowing
the response due to a lack of either prior planning on
how you execute all of this or an inadequate execution
of a plan?

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6) = Not to my knowledge, sir.

MG Perkins: So, you know of no conflicts or friction caused
by either a lack of prior coordination or planning or
a lack of execution of the plan?

CW2 (b)3), (b)6)* No, sir. In my job there is never a plan for
that. If there are troops in contact, you get them
what they need.

MG Perkins: I understand, but there are procedures in place
and the ROZs were already----

CW2 (b)(3), (b)®) * Yes, sir--but no, the ROZs went active. There is
nothing that slowed down the activation of ROZs and
getting aircraft off in support of the troops.
Anything that happened on the ground, I don't know.

MG Perkins: I understand. And then, again, you got the
aircraft to a certain place and then hand them off and
then I assume you continue to, sort of, monitor the
situation for an overall situational awareness?

CW2 (b)3), (b)®6): Yes, sir.

MG Perkins: As you were monitoring the situation, not only in
the areas that you were responsible for but in other
areas, did you discern any lack of communication,
friction, you know, discontinuity in the operation as
regards to airspace de-confliction and fire control
matters?

CW2 (1b)3), (b)6)* Not that I recall, sir.
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MG Perkins: Okay. Previously, there have been incidents up
at Bella and some of the other COPs up there--Ranch
House--where fixed wing, rotary wing, artillery
support was used. Do you know of any previous
incidents where there were conflicts due to inadequate
planning, airspace coordination, that prevented
adequate response either from aviation assets or a
conflict with indirect fire systems?

CW2 (b)@3). (b)(6): I don't remember of any issues that we had with
the de-confliction of airspace. I know that at one
point in time we had aircraft that was GS'd to us so
launch times weren't as fast.

MG Perkins: I understand.

CW2 (b)(3), (b)(6)* But that was when it was a different unit. Once
the 101lst came in and they brought in Task Force Out
Front--I think it was 2-17th CAV from Fort Campbell--
once they came on board and they were DS'd to us,
launch times were a lot faster. Request for assets--
there was no pushback on any type of request for
troops in contact. That was one thing and once we got
them in the air the JTACs on the ground were excellent
in patrolling the airspace and de-conflicting. Once I
got it to them or once anybody from my cell got it to
them, they were excellent.

MG Perkins: So you know of either no particular incident nor
any pattern of incidents where lack of coordination
continued to present problems, especially during TICs?

CW2 (b)3), (b)(6): I don't know of any particular ones. There was
never a pattern.

LtGen Natonski: Controlling the air on the ground, the JTAC
would have been--what? Type 3-CAS? He didn't see the
aircraft, he didn't see the enemy.

CW2 (b)(3), (b)6)* Roger, sir.

LtGen Natonski: So he was executing Type 3 CAS--who would
have been controlling--was it the company commander on
the scene?

CW2 (b)), (b)®6): Whoever the commander on the scene was.

LtGen Natonski: Would have been controlling the aircraft?
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1 CW2 (b)3) (b)6): Yes, sir, and then we would be he:lre, thc-‘:re or
2 here, at this location, this far. It is easier to
3 talk to--well, most of the time it is easier to talk
4 to the Army aviation then it is to the Air Force
5 aviation but at that time, I can't speak for what was
6 happening there.
7 LtGen Natonski: Once the word went out, "launch the QRF",
8 how are you getting--are you getting fixed wing for
9 them? Who is doing that?

10 CW2 (b)(3), (b)6): The fixed wing was actually coming from--the
11 request would go--the battle captain would tell the
12 Air Force, the JTAC that was in the TOC----
13 LtGen Natonski: He said "get some fixed wing over there as
14 guick as—-——-—

15 CW2 (b)@3), (b)6): "Get me everything you've got, gét me what you
16 can."
17 LtGen Natonski: Were you responsible for clearing airspace
18 for the Air Force?

19  CW2 (n)3), (b)6): To a certain level.
20 LtGen Natonski: 30007 Well in Afghanistan the mountains are
21 high.

22 CW2 (b)3), (b)6)* Anything over 10,000--we would fly the UABs up to

¥

23 fifteen and then at fifteen, anything over fifteen we
24 would give it to the Air Force.
25 LtGen Natonski: You had--and of course, once they got on the
26 scene, they were controlled by the battalion there?

27  CW2 (b)@3), (b)6)* Yes, sir.

: 28 LtGen Natonski: Thanks. I am going to give yocu an order

29 here. Chief Warrant Officer y3) p)er YOU are ordered
30 not to discuss the testimony that you provided today
31 with anyone other than members of the investigating
32 team. You will not allow any witness in this
33 investigation to talk to you about the testimony he
34 has given or which he intends to give. If anyone
35 should try to influence your testimony or attempt to
36 discuss your testimony, you are instructed to notify

37 Lieutenant Colonelp)s), )6 ©r if Lieutenant Colonelys), (b)(e)
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1 is around you will notify him. Do you understand
that?

3 CW2 (b)) (b)6)* Yes, sir.

~

4 LtGen Natonski: I want to thank you for your service to the
5 country, and your service to the Army, and thank you
6 for what you did on your last deployment, and are you
7 getting ready to go back?
8 CW2 (b)@3), (b)6)* Yes, sir, yeah, they won't let me leave.
9 LtGen Natonski: Well, I want to wish you luck and stay safe.
10 CW2 (b)3) (b)®6): Thank you, sir. Airborne.

11 [The testimony closed at 1143, 15 October 2009.1]
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