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[The testimony began at 0804, 28 October 2009.]

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Specialid®P) 0)6) Unifprmpae o0 oo begin, I

have to read something to you. I am Lieutenant
General Richard F. Natonski, United States Marine
Corps. I have been appointed by the Commander of U.Ss.
Central Command to conduct an investigation into the
facts and circumstances surrounding the combat action
at Wanat, Afghanistan, in July of 2008.

Major General David Perkins, United States Army
has been assigned as the deputy investigating officer.
Lieutenant Colonel [ (v)@) (b)6).Beta |and Lieutenant Colonel
[ 0)@3), (b)6). Sigma _|are judge advocates assigned to the
investigation team.

The testimony you provide today will be recorded,
transcribed, and included in our report of the
investigation. Based on your testimony, we may also
prepare a separate written statement for your review
and signature.

Prior to coming on the record today, you signed a
Privacy Act statement. Is that correct?

SRQB). (b)(6), Unifgrm Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Your testimony will be made under

oath; you will now be sworn.

[SPE)3), (b)6), UnifdwaS sworn]

Lth%3watha Would you please state your full name, spelling

your last.

SEB(5), (b)6), un

iférm (b)(3), (b)(6),Uniform

LthQ3)mmﬁBka What is your current unit and that unit’s

locations?

SRIEN(3), (b)(6), Unifgrm 2-29, Charlie Company. I don’t know exactly the

name of the building, sir.

Lth&@me»BLa Fort Benning, Georgia?

(b)(6), Uni

~

sach

farm Fort Benning, Georgia. Yes.

LtCaqi)3), (b)6)

,B#a Are you currently a Specialist in the U.S. Army.

SREB), (b)(6), Uni

viﬂrm Yes, sir.

Enclosure (<) PAGE { OF £0
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LtCad)3), (b)6).Beta And in July, 2008, what was your unit and that
unit’s location?

Snﬁmmmwxum¥m In July of 2008 I was with 2nd, 503rd, 173rd,
Chosen Company, 2nd Platoon and we were in
Afghanistan; Konar Province.

Lthg@)wmnB¥a What was your duty assignment for 2nd Platoon?

Sﬁanm@xumam I was a SAW gunner.

LtCQéawmwaFa Now, before coming on the record today, did you
ave a chance to review a 5-page sworn statement that
you made as part of the AR 15-6, dated 16 July 20082

SRH3), (b)(6), Uniférm Yes, sir, I did.

LECqdys), b)6). Bgta Is there anything you would like to change about
that previous statement?

SRG3), (b)(6), Uniférm No, sir.

LtCaqdys), (b)6). Bta And do you adopt that statement as part of your
sworn testimony today?

SEH3), (b)(6), Unifrm Yes, sir.

=

LtCadys), (v)6).Bta Thank you. Specialigﬁa*mwxumiml would like to--
this investigation is focused on Wanat. And I would
like you to relay to the investigating officers of
when you first learned that your platoon would be
moving to Wanat?

sﬁﬂé&mthmim I first learned that we were going to be moving
and setting up a FOB in Wanat around July or August of

2007. We were given the information that there was
going to be a FOB built between--it was going to act
as an intermediate FOB between--because the distance
between Blessing and, the next most northern fort was
Bella, and I think it was about 10 kilometers or so,
roughly, approximately. We were told that we were
going to build one in Wanat which would have been
about half way, about six or seven kilometers. And
that was the summer. That was right after a month or
two after we got there. That was when we were told we
were going to start building one.

LtCqd{s) v)6). Bsta Before July of 2008, had you been to Wanat?

= b Yes, multiple times.
(0)(3), (b)(6), Unifprm
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LtCaqdys), (b)6). Beta What for?

S%S&JM@LUM§m Handing out HA; food, rice. To conduct recons of

=

he area, presence patrols, reacting to civilian
issues in the area; some guy took an axe to some guys
head one time, and we went up there I guess to police.
I don’t know. But we had been up there many many
times.

Lth%3%®mﬁBka Do you recall where you did the HA; in the

village itself, or were You at the district center?

SEs), (6)(6), Unifém Where we would normally--we walked up there quite
a few times. We have driven up there a few times.

LECagd)3). (b)®),

Ba  You road marched up from?

SaqaxmmyumFm All the way up from Blessing.

Lth;@wanB%a From Blessing. Okay.

SPC .
(b)(B), (b)(6), Unif

- Yeah. We would leave like at 4:30 in the
morning, walk the whole way, get there by--it took us

like three hours or something like that. I can’t
exactly remember. But we’d get there, we’d set up a
security around the village, and then a lot of the
times we went with just our PL or our Company
commander would come as well, and our first sergeant.
And they would go and do a leader engagement in the
district center. And they would talk--I don’t know.
I would just pull security.

LECal)d). (b)6). Be

—+

@ When you were up pulling security, could you

describe the village? Were there people out and about
or kids coming up to you?

SB)3), (b)(6), Unifeem There was people out and about. I mean, I

idn’t--when we first got there in the summer of 2007,
I never thought the village was that big of a threat.
I mean, obviously you are always on your guard with
your head on a swivel. But from my personal account,
I would have never said there were enemy troops that
active in the area as compared to when we were
attacked. I feel that was an influx of troops from
somewhere else. Because, we had been up there many
times and never had one single shot fired at us until
that spring; was when our battalion commander went up
there on a patrol to talk again. They knew we were
getting ready to build a FOB there.
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LtCaj

3), (0)6),Beta Why is that?

SESE), o)e), unihm  Well, we kept going up there, and they were

talking about--they were talking to the leaders.

Because during the springtime, when they actually said
we were going to start to do it, we were making more
and more trips up there. Because I remember in March
Or so, we came back from Bella; cause we went up to
Bella during the winter, my platoon did. And then we
came back in March, 3rd Squad and I did. And then the
rest of the platoon came back in the beginning of
April. And then 1st Platoon went back up to Bella.

And right around that time, after a week or two
being back at Blessing, we were hearing the word of;
remember when we said we were going to build that FOB
in Wanat last--when we first got here. That’s
happening again now. That is gonna happen. That’s
gonna be something we do before we leave here.

Lth@@&M@%BFa When were you due to leave?

SREB), (b)(6), Unifdrm Excuse me?

3), (b)(6), Betta

Lthg(’ ’ F

SPC : At that time, we didn’t know. I mean, we were
(®)P). (0)6). UnileB1 3 that we were going to be home for Labor Day or

When were you due to leave?

after Labor Day. And then we were hearing that we
were going to be leaving in August. And then I was
hearing from friends of mine whose wives were back-
home and in part of the FRG. They were hearing that
we were going to be home in mid August.

Then, as it started getting closer to June/July,
they started hearing that every last troop was going
to be home before August 1st or August 2nd. And
before we left to Wanat, we had a defined day of when
we were going to leave. We were supposed to be going
back to Blessing; I think it was the 24th. And then
we were going to start moving our way back to the
rear, to Italy.

LtCal)

(3). (b)6). Bgta  What did you think as far as--what were your

feelings regarding undertaking this new mission near
the end of your tour.

SRBEY(p), (b)(6), Unifarm Terrible idea.

LtCql

3), (b)6), Béta Why is that?
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sﬁﬁnxmwxum&m I thought--had we started to do it--as soon as we

LtCal)

got back in April, had they already had it planned
Fhroughout the winter or even if we would have started
}n the winter, I felt that would have been a better
idea. I mean, I'm just a Specialist. 1 am not a
commanding leader. But T just felt like--during the
winter, everything was dead. T mean, we got--I would
say the entire battalion got in few engagements during
the winter. But it was nothing compared to when we
first got there, because we did two summers there.

The first summer was a torrential rainfall.
Like, everyone was just--we, at my company--excuse me.
In my platoon, we didn’t see as much engagement
throughout the beginning. But I know that Battle
Company did in the Kurngal. And we had been in
eéngagements throughout the summer. But during the
winter, when we were up at Bella, we were just probed.
You know, like they would poke their heads out of the
mountain, pop a couple shots and that was it. They
attempted to fire 107s on our FOB a couple times,
quite a few times.

But most of the time, from my understanding, was
that during the winter, that was their time to kick it
back to the rear. And for them, I'm assuming the rear
is Pakistan or the northern parts of Nuristan where we
didn’t have a presence. And they would just resupply
and take a break for the winter to get ready for the
fighting season in the summer, spring, and fall.

And so, in my opinion, I would have started that
construction of that FOB in, if not in the winter;
cause it’s not as hot, there is not as much a--there
is not as much of a threat. Trying to build a brand-
new FOB in the dead of the 120 degree weather is
ridiculous. It is really hot. You know, you can do a
lot more in the cold because you are working up a
sweat and not going anywhere. I felt like it would
have been safer. It probably would have just all
around been a better idea.

(3), (b)(6), Bata Had 2nd Platoon, or Chosen, established a new COP

during your tour.

SPC

(b)(3), (b)(6), Unit

H No. We were stationed--2nd Platoon started out

at Blessing. 1st Platoon was split between Bella and
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Ranch House. And 3rd Platoon was attached to Destined
Company out in CHOW K.

Lth%m4meBaa When the planning for the--when it was getting

Close to going to Wanat, when did you learn of that;

SRR, (b)(6), Unif

that you were going to be leaving on day X?

b¥m Well, that changed quite a few times. We were

LtCaqy)

told on many, probably quite a few occasions. Because
we were told, when we came back to Blessing in April,
they were like: Get ready. We are going to be
leaving to build this FOB in Wanat on May 15--or
somewhere in May. And then 1 May rolls around and
they were like; okay. Change of plans. June 1, we
are headed out there. You know, we would start
getting mentally prepared. June 1 rolls around and
they are like; okay. 15 June, we are rolling out; two
weeks. You know, and now everyone is starting to get
antsy. You know, dude, we have like a month left.

Why are we going to construct a brand new FOB when new
troops are going to be rotating in who don’t know the
area, and it just seems like a terrible transitioning
period. That’s when they like to attack we’ve heard;
when new troops are coming in and old troops are
moving out. Everyone is busy. People are kind of
losing their focus a little bit.

axmw;ska What do you mean by busy?

SE%@JM@%UMim Just preparing; packing up stuff. We were taking

LtCal)

stuff from the guys in Bella; all the stuff that they
didn’t need anymore; all their ECWK gear; there
certain--assault packs; their ruck sacks. If they
weren’'t using stuff, and they didn’t need it for
upcoming missions or Con Ops, we were taking it and
pushing it into CONEXs and preparing to wrap up and
head back to Italy.

We still kept all of our mission-essential-
stuff, but there was a lot of stuff that we had
throughout the entire deployment that we just didn’t
need any more. People were packing up their stuff and
putting it in the mail and sending it back to Italy.

3). (b)6).Bpta At any point when you were getting that word in

May and June a couple times and up to when you got the
word that you were leaving, what preparations were you
undertaking as far as physical preparations for the
mission within your squad?

6
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sﬂﬁmxww)umim Nothing really. It was just business as usual.

rom my understanding--and I would say most of the
guys--you just, you know, as E-3s and E-4s, you just
do as you are told. We were skilled enough and
prepared for any engagement we ever got into. And we
were told that what we were going to do was start
establishing and building a new FOB. So all we were
going to have to do was; do you know how to use an e-
tool? All right. Cool. You are good. Do you know
how to pull security? Good. That'’s all you need to
be able to do. So that was pretty much to the extent-
-we were conducting Con Ops and doing business as
usual, patrols and stuff. So, other than that, there
wasn’t any real preparation on the lower Soldier
level.

All you need to know is that we’re going to be
building a FOB there. We are going to be pulling lots
of security. Be ready to have minimal sleep. Building
a new FOB, you have to have a lot of security all the
time. You don’t want to leave your defenses down.

You know, you are not going to have the comfort of a
huge HESCO basket, a double-stacked HESCO basket,
ringed around you with barbed wire and nice cover and
concealment. You know, we are going to have to make
that cover and concealment as quickly as possible, dig
in deep, and start waiting for the civilian
contractors to get there with the big front-loaders
and the dump trucks and all that other stuff to start
hurrying up to fill up these HESCO basket; and we have
a nice perimeter set up for us. Eventually, we were
going to build an OP.

LtCal), (b)e), Bgta Was it your understanding that there would be

vilian front-loaders----

SRE®), (b)(6), Unifsrm Yes.

i

Lthga(;;)’ (b)(6), B#a ----and dump trucks?

SRE(E), v)e), unitrm  Yeah. They were supposed to be there.

LtCadj@) (b)6). Bgta How did you actually get up to Wanat in early

July? Did you fly up?

SRUB3), (b)(6), Uniférm I flew. 1st Squad, 2nd Squad, and the gun teams-

-eéxcept one gun team I think--no. All the gun teams,
1st Squad and 2nd Squad, the platoon sergeant, and the
PL, they all went up the 7th or the 8th. It might
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LECal)3). (b)®)

have been the 9th. They went up the 9th. And we;
myself, Sergeant Myer, my team leader, and 3rd Squad,
and Sergeant Gonzalez, we went up a day or two
afterwards. We were with the birds. They dropped off

Some supplies and stuff. That is how I got up there.
, Bgta
gear?

And what did you bring up for your own personal

SRBKB), (b)(6), Unifrm I brought up--not much. We were told we were

oing to be there for 11 days. So I had--I really
just brought up mission-essential things like socks, a
change of ACUs, t-shirts, an extra pair of boots--we
had a list. I mean, my platoon leader was always
prepared. We always had our to-go bags ready at all
times. If we were just hanging out after missions or
whatever, the first thing we did was resupply
everything; putting new water in, put MRE’s back in
your to-go bags. So at a moment’s notice, if they
said to get down to the flight line, put your shit on,
grab your Pack, and beat feet down to the flight line;
be down there in five/ten minutes.

LtCadys) b)6).Bgta Do you recall how much water you were carrying

at day you went up there?

SEMG), (b)(6), Unif

rm That day--when I flew up there, I only brought, I

LECqd)3), (b)6),

SER&X(3), (b)(®), Uni

hink it was six liters of water in my assault pack.
And that was about it because they said we were going
to be continually supplied with water. There was
supposed to be ample amounts of water. So I was like,
I am going to a water source there.

Bgta Six liter bottles plastic?

Srm I had my three--excuse me, my Camelback, and I
just stuffed a bunch of plastic bottles of water into
my backpack.

LtCal@3). (b)6).Bgta Once you got to Wanat, was there ever an issue

with water?

SRGB), (b)), unifrm ~ Oh yeah.

LECady3), (b))

,B%a What was that?

SRE@JM@%UM%m We didn’t have any. I mean, we had some, but we

would start working. Because you know, we had to dig
in everyday. They started to dig in the first day or
two that they were there. Then, when we got there,

8
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they had a little bit built up. And the rest of us
had another--my arrival, me and the rest of my party
that T was with, added another squad and a half or so.
and we--I remember we would wake up early in the
morning. Stand-to every day was that we would wake up
like at 3:50 or so and have 100% stand-to from like 4
to--for about an hour I think. Yeah; about an hour; 4
to 5. Because by 5, they didn’t have daylight savings
time there, so by 5, the sun was--there was plenty of
daylight all around you.

So we would have stand-to. Then at 5, we would
start busting out the E-tools, the shovels, the pick-
axes, and just start going to town; you know, just
start digging in deep. And whatever left over stuff
we dug in--that’s what everyone was doing. When they
dug in their little trenches or their little pits,
they stuffed them into sandbags and stacked the
sandbags on the outside. So not only were we digging .
ourselves down lower beneath the ground, but then we
were stacking sandbags around us. So we could be
virtually standing. That was the attempt; to be
standing, and stacked behind three sandbags deep.

LtCal)

3). (b)6).Beta After how long did water become--after you got up

there--did water become an issue?

SH%@JM@%UmFm After the first day, the next day. We started

working in the morning, and they were--because they
had just--the first day or two, it was pouring. We
were supposed to go--they left the 9th, I believe, at
night. They left at about midnight and drove up
there. So they were there before first light. And--
because they didn’t want anybody seeing that they were
moving up there.

We were supposed to leave that morning, but the
birds were all canceled because of all the rain that
was happening in Bagram. And then the rain was moving
out towards our way. I remember that night it was
just pouring and all they had were the trucks. I
remember I got there--we got there the next day after
that. My buddy Stafford was like; dude, screw you. I
was sitting in the mud last night for six hours
straight. I was like; yeah, I was asleep in my bed.

But I remember the first day it was real damp.
Everything was wet. So we just started to build and
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LtCod

d%g. And then the next day, we woke up and started
digging and doing the same thing. And around like--it
was either that day or the day after that that we
started--1 like 9 o’clock in the morning, and
Sergeaas like; okay. Everybody stop
working. s 9 o’clock or 8:30 or 9:30--somewhere
around that time where it starts to get really hot.

It was like, eéveryone just stop working. Just kick it
in your holes because we don’t have enough water and
YOu guys are going to start dropping like flies if you
keep working because we had dropped our tops. We had
to wear everything else, all other protective gear.

He was like, drop your tops. You guys are going to
roast to death out here. So we dropped our tops and
just put our IBAs on. We still had to wear our
helmets while we were working, so that makes it even
hotter. So around like 9 or SO, he was just like;
Stop working. We can’t do this. We are running out
of water.

axm@xska For the rest of that first day, when he said,

“"stop working,” did you ever start digging again?

SREB), (b)(6), Unifsrm No, because it just continued to get hotter and

LtCaql

otter and hotter. Just sitting there with your
helmet on and all your gear all day is hell as it is.
I mean, and trying to dig in that heat is--and it did
not rain the rest of the time that we were there.

(mxmwxs%a How about the next morning? Did you do any

digging?

SRQ(), (b)(6), Unifgrm Oh yeah. Every day we started at--that was the--

ause I remember I was joking with someone. This is
when I like to golf; right before it starts to get hot
outside. So that was the first thing we were doing.
We would do all the work we could, cause we had to
wear all our gear at all times. So, like, you might
as well work at the coolest part of the day while
there is some time. So that was the block period
between like 5--it was like a four-hour period--from
like 5 to about 9 o’clock or so.

And then in the evening when the sun started to
go down a little bit, we would do the same thing. We
would wait for the sun not to be up because he didn’t
want everyone to burn out and deplete the limited
amount of water we had.

10
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I remember the second day that we got there, a
pup-truck came, or one of the Toyota Hiluxes that the
Hadji use around the area. They had a bunch of stacks
of water. They brought up maybe like 10 or 12--maybe
it was a little bit more than that. I don’t remember
exactly. But the backs of those trucks were not that
big, so there was not that much water there. And for
the amount of troops that we had--T mean, we had
almost 40 something guys. I mean, we were rationing
water. They would say be easy on the water. Take it
easy. We don’t have enough to be sitting here and

oy
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12 slamming water like crazy.

13 Lth@3LWX&Bka Did the dig from the end of stand-to until 9

14 continue every day of the battle.

15 S%ﬁammwxumﬁm Until the day of the battle. Because of th? day
16 of the battle, we had stand-to, and then everything
17 went off.

18 Lthl@)mmﬁBka And for the rest of those days--I am assuming you

19 stood-to at night as well --

20 SRG@), (b)6), Unirm  Yes.

21 LtCqQ3) (b)6), B&a -- what were you doing?

22 S%>$(M@)UM§m What were we doing between the digging periods?
23 ' ___Hanging out. I mean, there wasn’t nothing--Sergeant
24 L_(b)3). (b)6). Yankee _[Was like, you can’t burn everybody out. And

25 [ oscar _|Captainfp)@) (b)6jwas there too. You know. He agreed that
26 we didn’t have water and can’t have our security

27 forces being dehydrated and dropping out. So we were
28 just reading, bull-shitting, I mean, we were pulling
29 security. Everyone was up all day. Some people would
30 take naps, but, pretty much, we would sit up on top of
31 the trucks.

32 The way we had all of our trucks, all the heavy
33 weapons, or heavy equipment, people were on hour or

34 two hour shifts. Most of the time, somebody would

35 just hop in the bottom of the truck, sit down there,
36 and bullshit with the guys. He just did his rotation
37 in the turret pulling security. That was about it.

38 LtCqds) (b)e)Bgta Did you participate in stringing concertina wire?

39 SR, (b)(6), Unifgrm Yes. Me, I remember that specifically. Me and

40 Sergeanf)@), (b)6), vgwent out and we were--well, there was a
41 bunch of other people, but Sergean&(&(mwﬂvg?s in

11
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LTC

charge of it. We went all the way around, down near
the flight line--because that was where we started--
and we started banging pickets in. We didn’t have a
picket pounder, so we had to use a sledgehammer. So
we started putting in the pickets all the way--we went
all the way around the FOB. Then we started putting--
and after all of them were up, we took all the
concertina wire, and started putting it in. We double
stacked the concertina wire all the way around the
perimeter.

We ran out of concertina wire. So along my
position where the wall--there was a big rock wall
along the road--we just put a single stack of
concertina wire that went over the top of the brick
wall. It was the same after that. There was a little
abandoned mud hut up where the CP was up against, and
there was a wall down there that they just did the
same thing.

If you could--if you could stand up and just show the

(). ). Se"gent1emen, with this direction being north, this is

your position somewhere to the south of the mortar
pit.

SRH3), (b)(6), Uniférm My position? I'm sorry. Where are we?

LEf), (b)e), Sigma Yes. Where were you digging your position?

SBSE), (b)(6), Unif

S m Okay. I am trying to get this oriented a little
better.

LtGen Nato

nski: The mosque and the hotel and the bazaar are
up here.

SRS6), (b)6), Uniftrm The bazaar is here. This is roughly north; right

ere. Kind of. This is a little rough. Can I draw

on this? Yeah, okay.

LtCady3), v)6), Bsta Do you want the aerial photo instead?

SPC

(b)(3), (b)(6), Unif Erm

Yeah. That would be great.

Okay. I got it now. This is (b)(8)

house. This is where we were. This is where the CP
was at, right up against this wall. Third trucks
position--3rd Squad truck was right here. There is a
rock wall. This is the rock wall right here. 3rd
squad truck was right about here. The ANA positions
were up in front of us here and here. And they had a
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little Hadji tent over here somewhere. The mortar pit
was right here. The tow truck was right in the
center. And then 1st Squad was up along the road.

And the OP was right around in this area somewhere. T
don’t know exactly.

LtCoiy3), (b)6)

Bpta  When you say you drove pickets, can you show

where you drove the pickets?

S?bﬁ 3), (b)(6), Unif

% Yeah. The pickets were driven--it was along this

terrace, either this one or one of these lines because

I remember that divot right there. So we drove
pickets--we started it from somewhere along the road,
and drove pickets all the way down on the south
because the--as you know, the terraces are probably
like two feet or so. So we figured if we double
stacked pickets all the way along there, no one is
coming up. You can’t.

Because I remember when they had the Ranch House
attack, they threw carpets over the picket. They took
their little Hadji mats and threw them over the
concertina wire, and they were just combat-rolling
over them. There was no way anybody was getting in
from the south.

Then we drove pickets all the way up along here.
There is like a wood-line right here. We went right
up against the brush line and even a little bit into
it at points. They were driving pickets all the way
up here; up to and around this position and down to--
we stopped right in here somewhere. We ran out of
pickets, and we ran out of concertina wire.

Lth;@L@mﬂB%a So around the northeast portion?

SBHIB), (b)(6), Uniffrm And we double stacked it all the way up and

around here. Because that was the one thing I
remember when we finally put all that in. I felt
blue; a little safer.

LtGen Natonski: Where was your position; your hole?

SEﬁi&,@XGLUnHﬁm

My--our hole was right here. It was right up
ere. It was right across the street from the bazaar.

There was a rock wall here which wasn’t much for the
security because you could really just push over the
rocks if you wanted to. But that’s all we had.
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So we took the concertina wire, what left over
concertina wire we had, and just lined it along the
top of the rock wall; and then along the rock down
here all the way down- to the picket.

3). (b)6).Bgta  Did you ever go up to OP Topside?

3), (b)(6), Unif|Irm Yes.

(3). (b)), Bgta Are you aware of whether or not they had wire?

SR 3), (b)(6), Unifé

m Yes, they had wire as well.

=

.
a
Drm

(&JM@LB#a Do you recall if it was single or double?

sﬂq&mexum#m I believe it was double.

(&JM@LB%a And, because they are recording this, I want to

get this down. You drove pickets from the southeast
corner along the road, across the terrace to the west,
then up the western side to the north, ending,
essentially on the northeast?

Essentially ending on the northeast side right

3), (b)(6), Uniff

where the rock wall began, vyes.

(@Jm@%BFa And you had a double strand attached to pickets?

3), (b)(6), Unifdrm

Yes. They were double stacked, and they were
attached to pickets. And I know Topside had the same

thing.

(mxmwys%a Did you see any engineer equipment while you were

there? And what did you see?

S They had a Bobcat; little baby front-loaders.

And that is about it.

(3), (b)(6), Béta Was that working?

S It was. It was working fine. We had some

3), (b)(6), Unif

trouble because the ground was really, really hard.

Despite that downfall of rain they had the first night
they were there the ground was really hard. Because I
remember he started to flatten out areas, and he was
just having troubles getting in. I remember all of us
saying; whew, we could really use that big, beefy,
Caterpillar-like type front-loader to get rid of all
this dirt. That thing only has so much torque. And
when it would start to drive into the ground, the
wheels would pop up. They’re not meant to be doing
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that. They are meant for landscaping in your
backyard.

Lth@sxwx&BPa Was it for filling HESCOs?

SRSe), (b)6), uniffim Yes. Oh yeah. Because I remember when they

built the mortar pit over here on the western side of
the FOB, he cleared out that area real easily. And
they put like a horseshoe of HESCO baskets, and they
filled them all the way up around there.

LtCadis), b)6) Bdta And then did you -~

SPC

(b)(B), (b)(6), Unif

: I know they ran out of--the thing that stopped us
fTom using it was that we didn’t have any more MO-Gas-

-Oor not MO-Gas, but JP-8. We started having to use--
you know, on the back of the HMMWVs you have an extra
reserve tank of JP-8 in case you run out of gas
somewhere and you have to fill up to get back
somewhere.

We didn’t have any more JP-8, so we had to start
using the cans off the back. And I remember we had to
start rationing our use of the Bobcat because we
didn’t want to burn all the JP-8 and have it
completely out of commission.

Then they brought in a fueler to refill us for
the JP-8. Everyone was like; all right. Sweet. And
it had no hoses and no attachments. So we had big
fuel blivot full of JP-8, and nothing to hook up to it
and no way to get it out. Someone was like; let’s cut
it open. And we weren’t doing that.

So that was another fault somewhere along the
line.

LECall®3) (b)6). Bgta Was there ever a time when that Bobcat was

sitting idle?

SQngmwyum%m Oh yeah. Absolutely.

Lthga(g,)’ (b)(6), Béta How long?

SPC

When we were out of gas or when we were rationing

O)P). ©XO. Uners yse. During the day----

LtCqd3), b)6).Bsta On the day----

SPC

(b)(B), (b)(6), Uniform

3 I'm sorry. Go ahead.
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LtCody3), (b)s) F

B2 On the days You were up there, you recall it not
working?

(b)(B), (b)(6), Uniform

k It worked fine. We never had a problem with it
1ot working. The only problem was when we started to

un out of gas. We started taking cans off the back
of HMMWVs, we didn’t know how long each one--it was
only five gallons. We didn’t know how long one of
those was going to last inside of one of those things.
No one else really knew. T think the engineers might
have known, but we didn’t know.

LtCogdja), (b)e)

,Bgta Was that on the first day you were up there; the

second day; the third day?

SR4{3), (b)(6), Unifdrm I think it was like the second or third day.

eah.

LtCogdya3), b)6), Beta So when you started using the --

SR3), (b)(6), Unifgrm He was the only one doing work all day.

LtCQJwaxmB%a Okay.

SPC
(b)(B), (b)(6), Unif

: He was like--for the most part, until JP-8 became
a situation, while we were all relaxing and kicking

=]
Se

it, we were otherwise assisting him; you know, the guy
that was lifting all the HESCO baskets: moving them to
areas. We would open them up and hold them, and then
he would get in there. He was working all day.

I forgot the engineer that was working the
Bobcat, but I remember thinking--all of us are just
sitting around, and he is actually out there doing
work. So he was the only one who was actually
continuing to build up the FOB with what limited
supply we had.

LtCall)3) (b)6).Beta Did he run out of fuel?

SPC

: Yeah. He ran out of fuel. He started to run low

(b)B). 0)6). Unih  fuel--T think it was the third--end of the second

day or near the third day. I am not entirely sure. I
know fuel was a problem. I remember them bringing the
fuel blivot and everyone being like, that’s the Army;
no hoses, no attachments to hook this thing up. If
someone hits this, it’s just going to blow up.
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LtCdal)@). (b)6),

Bata So on your third day, or after, was there a time
you were sitting in your hole and the Bobcat wasn’t
operating during the day?

SREGB), (b)(6), Uniffrm Yes.

LECQdy3), (b)),

Bsta DO you recall the timeframe?

SRKJ{3), (b)(6), Unifgrm No. No, I can’t really tell you.

LtCQdys), b)),

Bita Was it on more than one day that it was not

Operating?

S%Eia,wXG)Unwim

I don’t think so. I think I was the only there
or four days, and then we got attacked. So, yeah, it

LtCadq), (b)s), %t

was probably the end of the second day and then into
the third day when we started running out of JP-8. And
we couldn’t do anything anymore. The operation just
completely was halted, virtually. All we were doing
was pulling security and doing sandbag filling and
stuff in the morning.

Bgta You described your position on the 12th, the
night before the attack, your fighting position, what
did it look like?

SP(S 3), (b)(6), Unifrm

We dug in --

B%a How far; how deep?

LECAs). (o))
SPC
(b)(B), (b)(6), Unif

: About 18 inches; which was not easy. That dirt,
Tike I said, that dirt was just--we had to use a pick-

axe to get--we--my squad leader, Sergeant)s) (b)6), Pisges 18
like 6’7", 250 lbs, and he was hopping on a nice big
sturdy shovel and it wasn’t going anywhere. It would
just divot the ground a little bit; an inch of soil
would come up. You were not getting anything.

So we had to pick. So we would all take turns
with the pick-axe. So we were 18-inches deep, and--
you could lay, I remember we figured, about seven to
eight people could lay flat down and they were--if
there weren’t sandbags there, we would be below the
ground. And then we took all the left over dirt
inside and were stuffing them into the sandbags. And
we were stacking them like bricks. You know, laying
one, and then two on top of that perpendicular; all
the way down the line so they were all intermingled.
You know, it was a nice sturdy wall.

17

002395



B wWw N R

O W~ wm

1
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22

23

24
25
26

27

28
29
30
3
32
33

34
35
36
37

38

LtCaqy

And then we still had more dirt once we had those
triple-stacked, brick-laid sandbags. So we were like,
well what do we do with the rest of the dirt? And
they were like, just start throwing it over the sides.

So we had those walls from the sandbags, then we
had the truck right up against the side of the wall to
provide defense from the west. And then the rock wall
was our--the rock wall located along the road was
right along the others to the east. And then all the
left over dirt and sand was stacked on a slope coming
down from the tops of the sandbags on the opposite
sides of the hole.

I remember that helped. I remember thinking a
few times during the fight; I was like, thank God we
had all that extra sand there. Because we had
probably anywhere from at least half a dozen to a
dozen RPGs hit around our position. I remember them
hitting that wall of sand and then just shooting dirt
up into the air like confetti.

(3). (b)6), Bgta ~How high were your sandbags stacked?

i

SRSE), (b)(6), Uniftrm From the ground or the actual bottom of the

ditch?

LtCqdy3), v)e), Blta From the ground?

i

S%S)mexumhm

From the ground it was probably, I would say,
about three--anywhere between three and four feet
high. Probably like three and a half/three feet.

LtCaqidys), (b)6).Bsta You could fire out of there in a crouch?

S%&wxm@yum

H

: When I was in the hole, I was--when I was
Drm

standing at the bottom of the hole, I was virtually

leaning, like standing-leaning--crouching a little
bit--but I was almost--I was probably like that
football stance. You know, the breakdown. That was
about my stance.

LtCalj3) (b)6).Bgta For the record, how tall are you?

SBH3), (b)(6), Unifdrm I am 72”".

LtCqiq3), (b)6), B

a Did you have overhead cover or protection?

S’?lg(i;(b)(&, Unif6rm Not protection. No.

LtCol
(b

(3), (b)(6),

Bk You had a net over for shade?
ela
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SR3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Yeah. We had a camo net, the fake foliage stuff.

And it was connected from the HMMWV. And we connected

it from the rock wall to provide us with a little bit
of shade.

LtCQB@)wx&B}a The next question is an opinion question for you.

There were certain periods of the day where you
couldn’t work to prepare your position due to the
heat--and an issue is really the water--when the
attack occurred, comparing the way your position was
and now looking back knowing that you had certain
parts of the day you weren’t able to work to prepare
that position; could you have made your position
better?

SR
LtC

3), (b)(6), Unifgrm No.

qg@%@WﬁB%a Why is that?

SR

3), (b)(6), Unifrm Not without--not without further assistance from

like the civilian contractors that were supposed to be
out there with the big front-loaders.

Like, we were dug in deep. Without any further,
outside assistance, there couldn’t really have been
too much more that we could have--unless we would have
gone along filling HESCO baskets for variance. Other
than that, everyone’s position was, I think, for the
most part, incredibly, very well defended.

I remember thinking to myself; thank God we dug
that pit so deep, because we were only thinking about
going six-inches deep or 12 inches. Our squad leader
told us to make it 18 inches. We didn’t have anything
else to do. We are digging all day. We are all
taking turns. 1It’s not like I’'m not doing anything
either. We’ll just all share it and make this thing
deep. If something happens, you’ll be glad. And I
remember thinking that afterwards. Yes, I was.

And I remember the OP--those guys were dug in
deep; like real deep. Because I remember as soon as--
because they had both gun teams up there. And

Sergeangis p)e) cyf@s up there.

Sergean@@xwxmxwhs a pretty committed, dedicated,
diligent individual. When he takes on a task, it is
done to 110%. So when those guys--we would wake up
down on the FOB and, you know, if we were standing-to,
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anywhere around five when stand-to was over, everyone
would start to mosey their way into work. They would
start putting their helmets--not putting their helmets
on, but grab sandbags, smoke cigarettes, start
working; we would start sharing pick-axes--apparently
up there, they could dig a lot better. The ground was
moister. I guess because of the terraces, there was

actually farming land that was m ier to dig. So
around like 5:00, 5:30, Sergean@@xmx&xwkas out there
crackin’ the whip. Everybody, everybody--I remember
walking up there, and it was like 6:30 on the second
day, and| ()@3), (b)6),Fig was sitting there like; dude, I
can’t do this anymore. I would say it’s an hour and a
half. He was like, I know. It has been an hour and a
half, and I am burnt out. I can’t believe we are
working this hard. But we were getting a lot done.
They were filling up sand bags, stacking them
everywhere; they were digging in the position even
deeper just like we were. And then they were putting
the sandbags everywhere. I mean they had quite a
fortified position for the means they had.

LtCad@), (b)6).Bsta Was there ever an issue with sandbags? Were
there enough sandbags?

SRKY3), (b)(6), Unifgrm There were tons of sandbags.

i

LtCodys), b)6), Bita You mentioned an issue with some concertina and
not being able to double strand all the way around --

i

SEQ3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Yeah. We ran out--not entirely. I mean there
was just probably, I would say, a couple hundred feet
more Or soO.

LtCadj@). (b)6).Bgta Do you recall any resupplies coming in with more
wire or anything else that was needed?

SE3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Yeah. I do remember them bringing in resupply--I
hink once. And then the Hilux truck that came up
that one day; and that was about it.

LtCady3), b)), Bfta I am going to take you back to when you got off
e helicopter when you first arrived there and you
saw where the COP was being established. What were

your thoughts?

SRE3), (b)(6), Unifgrm We're fucked.

LtCol 3 Why is that?
(b)(3), (b)(6), Beta
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SRH3), (b)(6), Unifdrm Because it’s in a bowl Surrounded by a shit

LtCaqyy

sandwich. That is what everybody used to say.

&JM@XBEG Was that the first time that you knew exactly

where it was going to be when you got there?

SRQI3), (b)(6), Unifgrm I had an idea. I had been there many a times.

And I remember someone saying, hey, do You remember
where the bazaar was at? Yeah. You know where that
field--because we pulled up in this field every time
we went there. Because if we drove with the trucks or
we were on foot, it didn’t matter. This is where we
set up our position.

I remember one time there were some pot plants
around this back side because one of my buddies was
messing with them. I would--we pulled security there.
Another time, there was this building right here. T
sat on this other side for about four hours while they
did the leader engagement in the district center right
here. Or was it right here; one of these buildings
here.

And then other times we would pull up and set up
a vehicle patrol base and pull all the trucks right
off the road here through that little gate, right next
to my position where we built the FOB, on the eastern
side of the vehicle patrol base right along the road;
there is a little entrance. And then we would all
pull into this field and set up a 360. 2And then we
would have one more truck either pull down--because
this road continues on. It goes up to Bella. We
would pull off to the side here because this dipped
down a couple--I don’t know, maybe a hundred meters or
75 meters down the road. So this was a good vantage
point to see out. If someone was coming, they would
be coming up this road or along this other side of the
road. Because along this side of the road, this
little baby trail over here, was virtually the same--
maybe a little lower elevation--but this was all like
a valley. But this is where we would set up our
security. We would have a truck right here, a truck
here, a truck here, a truck over here, a truck over
there.

But we were always conducting our security in the
same area, and this field was well known. So--and I
remember somebody telling me--I didn’t go up there for
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LtCad

any of the engagements--one of them--for the leader
engagements for the end of spring, beginning of
summer. And somebody was saying--I think it was
Stafford or Hayes--and they were like, you know that
field? That is where we are going to build it. I was
like, I don’t know about that man. But what do I
know.

(&JM@LBka From your position that you actually dug in, what

were your fields of fire? Where would you be
oriented, and what could you see?

SR#@JM@%Umrm The--from our actual position or from the truck?

Because that’s where our main--because we had a Mark
19 on the truck, and that was where our main--whenever
we pulled security when we were pulling our shifts
during the day, that’s where you would end up.

The fields of fire from the truck were great. I
thought it was fairly decent. They could see the road
to the south. You could see the spur all the way to
the southeast. And then there was a draw that went
over to the east.

LtCab)

3). (b)6). Bgta  Could you see OP Topside when you were up on the

LtCab

Mark 197

SHQMJMWLumim You could see part--I am trying to think--you

ould see part of it. You could see the general
location, but you actually couldn’t see--like, you
knew where it was, but you couldn’t see any activity
from the guys up there from the truck.

(3). (b)6) Bpta  Was the bazaar in your way?

SRQmewyumfm This set of buildings right there; they were

ittle shops. I remember they had these garage doors,
like nice aluminum garage doors to keep most of their
things. And then there were these little like cubby-
hole-type deals here with like wooden doors on them.
And they were right up behind here, and our truck was
here. So it was kind of in the way. You could see,
virtually, the top of--there was one tree right in the
area of where Topside was. And I remember you could
see the tree. And, virtually, you knew exactly where
they were right below, but you couldn’t see them
really working as I recall.
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LtCo®)®), (b)6).Bgta When you were pulling security after you had

gotten up there, what was going on in the village; say
on the first day you arrived? Did you pull security
that first day?

SHQ&JM@LUmFm Yeah.

Lth&@;wmﬁB%a And what did you see?
SEQmewxumtm The first day I don’t remember too much. The

econd day, I remember feeling pretty shady.

Lth&a4mmxBFa And why is that?

SRQI3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Because these guys were just--you know, at first

I thought, well, they are just curious. They
obviously know we are building something here, and
that’s news to them. They live in a Podunk little
shit town in the middle of Afghanistan where nothing
happens. And all of a sudden, there is activity
happening. Something is being built; people with
money. You know. So first I thought it was just
civilian--random activity. As if, in my neighborhood,
they started building a Starbucks across the street;
you would see more people on the street saying I guess
they are building a Starbucks there. You know,
curious.

Especially, most of these people have the common
sense and intellect of a second grader. You know, you
wave shiny objects in front of their face and they are
like, ooh. So I mean--then a whole platoon of guys
coming in and setting up concertina--I thought that
was--at first I just thought it was curiosity. These
people don’t have anything else to do and--do their
little Hadji squat and smoke cigarettes and just
bullshit I guess.

Then I noticed on the third day, the same things
happening, and they were like --

LtCad)@3), (b)6). Bgta When you say the third day, you aren’t quite sure

Of the day. How about from the date of the attack
back. Was it two days before the attack or one day
before the attack?

SRY3), (b)(6), Unifgrm We got there--I think it was--yeah, it was the

ay before the attack. It was the day before the
attack.
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LtCqdys), p)6).Bta So you were seeing this the day before the

attack; what you are describing now?

sm@axmw»UM%m Yes. The day before the attack, I remember

seeing these guys going over there--it was the day
before the attack and the day before that. Because T
remember it was two days in a row. And I remember
seeing these guys--and it’s not like, normally, with
curiosity from these guys, they want to get up close
to you. They want to look. And they just chit chat
and blah blah blah. These guys were over, up against
the bazaar, and they were squatting; but in circles.
You know. And they were just peeking their heads back
over their shoulders and loocking. And then they were
drawing in the sand with sticks. Because I remember
we went up to go buy cigarettes, and they all stood up
and started kicking the sand away. It kind of caught

my eye.

Lth;@x@mﬁBka Did you mention that to anybody --

SREB), (b)(6), Uniftirm Yes.

Lthﬂ@xmmnB%a -- in your chain of command? Who did you mention

it to?

SRGE), (b)(6), Unifgrm I mentioned it to, I think it was Sergeafa¥p) (b)©) White

And I think--because I remember I mentioned it to
either him or my squad leader, Sergean®)(3), (b)6), Pisdges And
they all said the same thing; that they had seen it
tooe. And Sergean:ad seen some of it. I am
pretty sure someone had said word of that. We had all
been noticing something. It wasn’t--you couldn’t
pinpoint it. So you couldn’t tell for sure. But I
mean there was something to be recognized there.
Everyone was aware that something was, you know--they
were being shady for something--one reason or another.
Something was going down.

Because I remember seeing there was--the night
before the attack, we started seeing a two pack or a
one pack guy walking from dawn and they were just
like--we were like--oh, Sergeant Phillips, Platoon
Sergeant for 4th Platoon, the Headquarters Platoon;
the Mortar Platoon Sergeant as well. He was debating
with Sergeangys) (b)e) ivpry And they were talking to Captain

(b)3), (b)(6), OscarlLike; hey, Iet’s pop some rounds in the air and

see what he does; just kind of like recon by fire. We
aren’t gonna drop--its 60 millimeter mortars. We'’re
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not going to drop them anywhere near him, but in his
general direction. If he starts running or--just try
to spook him and see what happens. Captaij t‘l‘-uz-'
like; don’t worry about it. Just keep an eye on him.
He was adamant about, can you see a weapon. Well, not
really. I mean, shit, the guy is like 800/900 meters
away, how am I going to see a weapon?

So nothing happened really there. And I remember
later in the evening, someone said they saw eight
packs of dudes. And we were like; yo, this is
nighttime. Eight packs of guys walking in the middle
of the mountains--now it is a little bit different--
but back then when I was there, I was just like;
smoke’em, get’em, drop’em. Who cares? You know,
that’s dangerous man.

Because there was a lot of places--I remember, I
think it was up near Bella. Not so much for us; I
think it was the 10th Mountain guys before us. they
had a rule that if any guy is in the mountains in the
evening carrying candles or flashlights or anything;
drop’em. You know. Just drop mortars and get rid of
him.

And I felt, in such a brand new area, with the
activity that was going on and the awareness level the
villagers had; and we had--their talking and mulling
around the way they did, I feel like we should have

done something. And, once again, it was Captainip)a), (b)s), Osca

saying, can you identify weapons. Had he not been
there and it was up to Sergeang)s) (b)6) Yanksee would have
smoked’em. I can’'t speak for Sergeamiys), b)6), Yankedbut I
feel like we would have done something; at least done
something--maybe not with mortars, but at least took
out some--maybe some of the long range weapons or
something and recon by fire to see what happens. But
Captaﬁﬂnwmwxoﬂﬁs adamant about not doing anything.

And then, finally, it was in the morning, that
morning right before--during stand-to--I forget the
guy’'s name. He was with Desgti The three guys from
Destined who were--Sergeang)@3) (b)6) xas in charge of
them. He was their squad leader. He saw somebody
right on the--with the TOW. He was looking through
the site and saw somebody and was getting ready to
engage, and that’s when they started firing at the
Eruck.
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LtCaly3) (v)6).Bgta  Did you do any patrolling?

SBSG), (b)(6), Uniffrm No. You couldn’t. We would have had to have

abandoned forces around the FOB and it wasn’t a good
idea. The first patrol we were going to do, which I
though in my personal opinion, was a dumb idea. It
was the morning of the attack. wWe were getting ready
to walk up the spur and scout out a new OP. And

Captain(b)(s), (pye)was going to go with us. I thought I was
just--in my personal opinion, I thought it was a dumb
idea.

LthlsxwxmBFa Why is that?

SRH3), (b)(6), Uniférm Because we only had 40 guys there. If the ANA
re there, you can make it up to 70 or something. But
the ANA are guarders. You know. They are terrible.
They didn’t do anything. During the engagement, they
were hunkered in their holes and yelling at me and
|wxa4mwxumm because we were firing over their heads. And
I was like, bite the hand that feeds you there buddy.

LtCQE@LmW»Bka You were having to cover their sector?

SRS), (b)(6), Uniférm Oh yeah. They were hunkered in their holes.

hey didn’t do a damn thing. Their weapons were just-
-they were in the hole with them, lying on top;
because I know they had some PKMs and RPKs. They were
just sitting on top of the holes or down in their
holes. And they didn’t even dig in. They just--I
mean, maybe a little bit. But they just filled up
sandbags and just put them up. And then they just put
down their mats and laid there. I mean, throughout
the entire fight, they didn’t do a damn thing;
absolutely nothing. They laid down in their holes.

LtCa@dy3), (b)6), Bgta Were you ---

SREE), (b)(6), Unifgrm At one point, I thought if there weren'’t
concertina wire, they would have ran out and started
turning around and firing at us. They didn’t do
anything.

;

LtCad)3). b)6).Bga Were you slated to go on that patrol that
morning?

SRG(3), (b)(6), Uniférm Yes. It was supposed to be my squad.

LtCqdys), (b)6).Béta SO were you out of your hole when it first
Started?
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SREIB), (b)(6), Unifgrm Yes. I remember stand-to because it was like

around 4:25, 4:30, and we were going to be leaving at
4:30. So I was walking back to my hole--no, I was
actually standing next to the gate. Because I
remember I was getting ready, I had my weapon, I
opened it up; I had a Febreze bottle filled with CLP.
So I was just spraying it down and wiping off some of
the dust and stuff to make sure that T was ready. I
was going to grab my stuff. My rack was on the other
side of the gun truck. T was going to go get it, and
all of a sudden I heard--the first couple of things I
heard were AK-47s. It was just a couple pops. And T
thought, you guys are retarded. Really? You are
going to fire a couple pot shots? We’re going to
blast the crap out of you.

And then everything started going off. RPGs
started coming in, and I was like, oh crap.

Ltcdﬂm«mwaxa At what point did you do something once the

firing started?

SRKY3), (b)(6), Unifgrm As soon as the firing started, I ran over, got in

LtCal)

y hole, grabbed my SAW, and just started going to
town. I took--I picked a s of fire, and just--
because I remember Sergeam¥p), (b)e), Wwas like, shoot to
the south. Anything you see move, shoot it and kill
it. I said, okay. I got it. I was just in--it was
all muscle memory. I just grabbed my SAW, got up on
the gun, and just started shooting. I saw (b)(3), (b)(6), Larkspur
Garcia, andp)a3) (b)e) Liari. They were all firing near the
mosque. I was like, shoot the mosque. Any building--
if there was a building and there was a window, I was
shooting through it. Up on the spur--because Sergeant

(b)3). (b)(6), Whittwould see muzzle flashes up on the spur--start

unloading up on the spur. Up here; this came up and -

3),(b)6),Bpta  Up to the north of Wanat?
Sﬂﬂaxmw;umbm Yes. I started--my position was here. I was

hooting anywhere and everywhere in here; all along
these positions here. I mean, this--pretty much, my
sector of fire was right there.

LtGen Natonski: You said you had to cover anything coming

from the south?

S? ), (b)(6), Uniférm Excuse me?
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LtGen Natonski: You said the south?

SEL)8), (b)(6), Uniform No. I'm sorry; from the north.

LtGen Natonski: Okay.

SRK(B), (b)(6), Unifgrm My sector of fire was right here. Anything--I

was firing at the mosque, the district center, any of
these buildings, the bazaar, these houses over here,
the spur to the north, and that was pretty much where
I was firing while I was there.

LtCaqdys), b)e).Bsta And did you remain in your position throughout

the battle?

Sgﬁmwmwxumkm No.

LtCqd,

(&JMWLB#a Where did you go?

LtCqd

Sﬂﬁmxmwyumkm During that time, for the first--I want to say

ike 30 or 40 minutes, I was there firing my SAW. 1In
30/40 minutes, I probably went through like 2,700
rounds.

(3), (b)(6), Bgta ~Any issues with your weapon?

SR&@JM@)Uth Oh yeah. It was--I don’t think it was because of

he weapon. It was because of the RPGs that kept
hitting our position. Every time I would go to--I'm
sure you are familiar with the SAW, but if it gets
dirty to a point, it will fire. But then it becomes
like a bolt action. You have to cock it, extract the
old round, chamber the new round, and then fire. And
the bolt continues--I guess the extractor or--it
wasn’'t feeding properly or feeding cyclic. So I was
cocking and firing, cocking and firing. And then I
would pull down into the hole, and I would open up the
feed tray cover, I’'d slap the rounds out, I'd grab my
Febreze bottle--and I had a full Febreze bottle. And
that is probably at least 20 ounces of liquid. And I
was spraying it, moving the feeder paws, you know,
spraying inside. And then I was working the--I would
lock it to the rear, spray, and then just keep locking
it and trying to spray. It seemed like every time I
would go to do that, an RPG would hit our position and
dust would just come settling down into my weapon.

And with the CLP, dirt starts to clump.

So after about 30 to 40 minutes, I just threw it
to the side and picked up one of the injured engineers
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weapons because it was just worthless.
to sit there and cock it every time.

LtCadys), (b)6). Bata What kind of weapon did you pick up?

S%ﬁaxmwxumFm I picked up an M-16/203.

Lth}BmenB%a Any problems with that weapon?

S%Smxmwxumﬁm No.

I'm not going
It’s a waste.

I was actually surprised just because of the

amount of dirt that was in my weapon.

I was assuming

that every weapon was going to be like that. I didn’t
have one issue with that weapon.

qﬁﬁ,mxmsbma How many rounds do you think you put through the

M-167?

SESE). (b)(6), Unifttm Probably a few hundred? A couple to a few
Because I remember I changed weapons again.
I went up to--Sergeant Phillips came over with

undred.

Sergeanf)s), (b)6), Iva
I just reme

i

gnd somebody else.
er Sergeanp

the mortar pit; because that is where they were.
Because these guys were in the wood line just--
grenades--chucking them over in that little horseshoe.

So they just had to--they bounced and went over the

CP.

They came up because--I remember hearing the

I don’t remember.

)(3), (b)6).vomnnd Sergeant Phillips
because they had to abandon their position over near

radio being hot-mic’d and hearing Sergeantys) bv)e) And| Scorpio

in my head I am still firing--or physically, T am

still firing my weapon, but in my head I was thinking

to myself, oh my god, those guys are dying up there.

Because you could just hear Sergeantys) m@dhuffing and[ scopio |

puffing and screaming; they’re getting hit,
getting fucked up there, They need help.
thinking that if I leave right now, I am going to--
there are a lot of people in this bazaar and in the

mosque.

LtCqi)as), b)6),Bgta Who is Sergean&(ﬁwm

SESB), (b)(6), Unifttm Sergeany . e, scorio

Squad.

é’) Scorpio

LtCadys), p)6).Bsta So did you end up going up to OP Topside?

SRSE). (b)6), Unirm  Yeah.

they’'re
I was just

He was the squad leader of 1st

They came over, and Sergeant Phillips was

29

ike, how do you get up to Topside. I was like,

I
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know how to get up there. Let’s roll. And he was
like, okay. Let’s go.

And so we ran across the street over past--we ran
across the street and hid behind this wall over here.

)meLBFa To the southeast?

3), (b)(6), Unifrm Yes. And our casualty collection point was right

around here. Because I remember the dudes were
saying, be careful. Because there was a PKM or RPK
gunner right down here who was firing on their
position. So --

)JM@LBFa Firing from the north to the south?

s m Yes. Down on--the CCP was here, and then Topside

3), (b)(6), Unif

vas like right over here. I remember getting there
and there were guys injured and they needed help. So
Sergeant Phillips and--Sergeant Phillips and Sergeant

| mxaxmwxwmy|and whoever else was with them, they all

continued to go up to Topside. Because I saw my buddy

(b)3), (b)6).Fig |; he was like one of my best friends. And so

I saw him injured and no one was tending to him. So I
ran over to provide first aid, and just started
talking to him just trying to prevent shock.

He was talking about a trip. He was supposed to
be going to the Caribbean when we got back. So I--

because I forget--I still talk to him now all the

time. He is like, I’'1ll never forget that 300 people
were surrounding us and firing on us the entire time,
and you are sitting there bullshitting with me about
the Caribbean. I was like, what the fuck was going on
with this guy, is he crazy?

So--then, from there, I remember they gave

(b)(3), (b)(6), Fig |an IV¢ma4mwmem%dwas bouncing around from

casualty to casualty providing first aid. And he was
like, Dust-off is coming down to our LZ, the HLZ that
we created. And he was like, get (b)3), (b)(6), Fig down there.
Let’s go.

So _we put| B)@B) b)6),Fig lunder a poncho. And me,

O

(@Jm@%memnyandkm@med, and we lifted him up and started Taurus
carrying him--I think|p)@g) k)6 as well I think. And we Tritoma

took | (b)), (b)e), Fig down to the flight line. It ripped
right in the middle of the road. So me and someone
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else did the two-man-support carry and carried
Stafford all the way down to the bird.

And I didn’t have a weapon at that point because
there wasn’t a sling on any of the M-16s. So T just
left the M-16 there to help carry _|[down to the
flight line. (DI ©XO). Fig

When I started coming back up to the CP,| (b)3), (b)6) xray
and Captain--I remember seeing(@im@xk%mni Captain| (b)a), (b)6), Oscar

and then there were some ponchSs or some type of tarp
thrown over some dead bodies that were in the hole.
They had--up against this wall here on the--near the
CP, they dug in these, like, sleeping holes for
themselves. And there were bodies inside there. And
I remember they had shit thrown over them, something
to cover them up to keep our mind off of things and
focus on the battle. I remember coming up and seeing

mxmimkamyL I was like, you know, what’s going on? What

are we doing? And he was just like, Garcia and so-
and-so went up to Topside to help, and they are one of
the ones injured up there or something. So go over to
3rd Squads position and ---

LtCal

(3), (b)6),Bgta That’s to the northwest?

SﬁqMmexUm*m Yeah. Go over to 3rd Squad position and help

there. I was like, okay. Before I did that, I ran
over here. I picked up another M-4 andhys) (b)e) xrarack.
He had like eight mags; eight or nine mags on his
rack. Because I remember he is a skinnier guy than I
am. And I couldn’t buckle it so I just had to throw
it on.

And then I saw Hayes running up to--before I

left, I saw|()@) b)e)go running out with a pistol in his

hand, a pair of scissors in his IBA, and a smoke
grenade in his other had. I was like, all right. He
is going to need some back up. So I followed him. We
went back across the street, ran up along one of these
terraces, and threw--you know, I pulled security up to
the north, and he--I’1l]1 never forget because he
chucked this smoke grenade up onto the terrace. I am
sitting there with my M-4. I am looking back and I am
like, where the hell is the smoke. And then, all of a
sudden, I saw Sergeant Phillips come running across
this terrace, pick up the smoke, do something, throws
it on the ground, and the smoke goes. He screams out
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LtCol

HB3). B)X6). X8y t ake the tape off asshole and runs back to
the OP.

And then we went back down. And the rest of the

time, I stayed at 3rd Squads position helping| (b)a) (b)), Liatris

and standing guard because they were the only two guys
holding down the north end of the FOB.

&JM@LBPa And s¢(&&M@Lﬁ#md come from Topside down, and he

only had a 9 mil at that point?

SR&3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Hayes had a 9 mil the entire battle; that was it.

LtCof,

(3), (b)(6), Béta Was he- —Why is that?

PC e
(b)(B), (b)(6), Uniform

He was our RTO. And he was just on the radio
talking to birds because they were--Sergeang)s), (b)s), Cymwas

LtCaqd

down, and he normally does our--he is our FO--he does
all the bird communications. So him and--it was up to
him and Captaigs), )e), osgFaptapy), p)e), opwas talking to
battalion, and, you know, there was a lot of
communication going on. Hayes was doing a lot of the
communication with the birds from what I remember. T
remember--because I ha )(3), (b)(6), x-raweapon--I didn’t have--

p)(3), (b)(6), xrarack and somebody else’s weapon. Because I

ended up picking up another 203; an M-4/203. And
that’s--because I remember when I was up at 3rd Squad
position, me and|p)3), (b)s), Liatiswere throwing--we were
lobbing 203s like all over this north end of the FOB--
or north end of the village everywhere.

And then we picked up. We were picking up AT-4s
and firing them into the village, into the mosque, and
just firing. If we had munitions, we were throwing
them and putting them everywhere.

(3). (b)6).Bta Did you have any issues with the last weapon you

picked up?

s%&nxwwxum&m

No. None of the M-4s, M-16s, ever had an issue.
I have always had issues with the SAW. I was a SAW

gunner for virtually the whole--there was a four-month
period where I was a 203 gunner in the winter, but the
rest of the time T was a SAW gunner. And, you know,
the SAW is not a very reliable weapon system.

It is great if it is working properly. You can
lob rounds down range; no problem. But when it starts
messing up, you’'re screwed.
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LtCal)3). (b)6).Bata When--after the battle a couple days later, a

decision was made to withdraw from Wanat. When you
heard that word, what did you think?

SR(3), (b)(6), Uniférm Why the fuck did we come here in the first place?

LtCogdys), (v)e). B

ta Why is that?

(We

SRKK3), (b)(6), Uniférm If you’re going to make a stake somewhere--for

me, in my opinion, if you are going to make a stake
somewhere, you don’t leave. If there was a good
enough reason for us to go in the first place, there
should be a good enough reason for us to stay there in
the last place.

LthM3LmWﬁBEa And what was your understanding when you got off

at helicopter in Wanat? What were you going to be
doing?

SRG), (b)(6), Unifsrm Constructing a new FOB. Building fighting

positions; that was our main goal. We were going to
dig in and get good fighting positions in case
something happens until the actual FOB’s conducted.
At least everybody can operate with some type of 360
position with over sec--overcrossing sectors of fire.

LtCady@3), (b)6),Bsta The end state being what?

SRE3), (b)(6), Unifé

m The end of the --

=

LtCodys) b)e) Béa At the end, what was going to be at Wanat?

SRR, (b)(6), Unifrm There was going to be a brand new FOB there.

This one, like Bella or Ranch house, would conduct
patrols, missions, disrupt insurgency; help the
villagers, gain their confidence; you know, the
mission pretty much everywhere we go. Try to gain the
confidence and win the hearts and minds, and smoke the
enemies all around.

Ltc?&@xwxms#a Thank you.

(b)(3). (b)(6), S

gma

Lieutenant COlOQﬁ&L@WnSSma

You mentioned that you did double-strand
concertina, but you guys ran somewhat short of
concertina at some point?

SREIB), (b)(6), Unifrm Yes, sir.
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Hﬂ%%ww&sﬁma Did that lack of concertina, do you think that

affected anything with regard to the battle? In other
words, if you’d have had more concertina, would it
have made a difference?

SRK(3), (b)(6), Unifgrm I don’t think----

Ha%xwx&sgm%he__Because there wasn’t any--nobody really breached

SﬁﬂﬂimwaMFm No. I can’t speak for Topside. I know that
there were guys in the wire up there.

L&), (b)6), sSpma Right.

SREX3), (b)(6), Unifgrm So, I mean, had they had more concertina, could

they have put a second layer.

LEf

). (b)(6), Sfhma Despite the fact that it malfunctioned, did you

SR

LT
(b)

S

have enough ammo for your SAW do you think?

3), (b)(6), Unif@rm Oh yeah. I had tons of extra ammo. It’s just
he damn weapon sucked.

e

). (b)(6), Shyma Last question is could you guys support Topside

«Q

with the Mark 19?

R3), (b)(6), Unifgrm What happened with the Mark 19 was that it got

shot up so much--not the actual weapon system--but the
shield, and I think something got hit in the pivot,
the little smoke stack, and it prevented the weapon
from--it prevented the weapon system from being able
to traverse; either actually within the window.

So, like, I think he could only rotate.
Something was broken somewhere either on the--it
wasn’t on the mod. It was somewhere on the smoke
stack or somewhere on the actual crank within the--
because we had the manual ones--in the turret.
Because I remembeg)s) pb)6), wigaying--No, okay. It wasn’t
a crank in the turret. It was a smoke stack because
(b)(3), (b)(6), White |didn’t realize--no one told him when his truck
was firing, when he was firing, he was firing the
entire time. Because I remember the engineer dropping
down after the first--we had a full case of Mark 19
ammo in the gun at all times. And I test fired it the
night before or two nights before. I remember it was
working fine with no problems. I remember the
engineer dropping down and I didn’t hear the Mark 19

firing any more. Sergeant ran in, and he told me
(b)®), (b)(6), White
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LtGen

afterwards that the guy kind of broke down a little

bit. He was like, I am an engineer. I don’'t do this
stuff. I am a carpenter or electrician. He started

freaking out a little bit. Sergeanti)@s), p)6jwas like,|  white |

hey man, it’s cool. Just grab a weapon, get behind a

hole, and just start firing at anything that moves.
And that’s what the kid did.

km@4mwywmqgot back up in the hole and eventually

started firing. I remember when he said he initially
started to poke his head out to reload the weapon, it
was just chh, chh, chh, hitting the window. And so he
couldn’t traverse up to a certain point. That was the

point. He couldn’t traverse the whole way up so he

could cover--he could only cover, I think he said, it

was like 150 meters, 200 meters above Topside.

qﬁﬁxmmﬂskma Okay. Sir?

Natonski: You mentioned driving in, and you had been

to Wanat before. And you said, hey, this is where we

are going to set up. Was there a better location?

SREB), (b)(6), Unifrm You know, I don’t know. It’s hard to say. Put

LtCod)

days--a day or two afterwards, I don’t remember
exactly--after the battle, the civilian contractors

it this way, there’s other positions where--okay. Two

finally came. Because I guess we were--everyone--the
word around Joe-wire was that we were leaving. We’re

abandoning this bitch. But we are going to make it

loock like we are still building it. I don’t know why.

Maybe they were still deciding if we were really
going.

But they started--I remember because we brought

in--there were some demo guys, and they were blasting
all this area up and around here. And they dug a ramp
up, and they started flattening around the area around

here to make where we were going to redo a new FOB I
guess.

3), (b)6),Beta So that was the east and south----

Sﬁ%mm

b)(6), Uniférm Of the actual----

=

LtCoy|

(@mexg%a of where you had set up?

ST, (

b)(6), Uniffirm Yes. That’s where I was told that that’s where

it was going to be which I did think was a better

position because all you would have to worry about was
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the spur. I never liked being that close to the
village. 1It’s just not a comfortable feeling knowing
that these guys can poke their heads out and throw
stuff and just run away. And we would just be stuck
with our dick in our hands--like, who was it. Well, I
don’t know. I am just herding my goats out here.

LtGen Natonski: You were in a bowl at Wanat. OP Topside

was here. About 120 meters up the ridgeline was --

SREB), (b)(6), Uniffrm Another house.

LtGen Natonski: Yeah. Did you receive fire from that house?
SRSG), b)6), unitm  YES.
LtGen Natonski: Did you ever think, now that was where your

patrol was going out?

SREY(3), (b)(6), Unifarm We were going to be going somewhere up along this

pur. I was never told exactly where. I am assuming
we were just going to start surveying the area. It
was just a--that’s what it was. We were just going to
do a survey.

LtGen Natonski: With the intent of moving the COP or----

Sﬁﬁaxmwyumkm With the intent of moving Topside. This was only

emporary. Because the way Bella was set up, I think
that’s what they were trying to simulate. The way
Bella was--Bella was a crappy area because we were in
a bowl as well. But the only nice, really nice thing
about Bella was the FOB--and actually, it was kind of
the same, exact, similar thing. Our FOB at Bella had
a village that was adjacent to--like right across a
little bridge or across a little creek. The village
at Bella was right there. But the only thing was--and
I think they were trying to simulate here was, build a
FOB, and then up the spur, you know, as high as we can
really go which is going to make it not too difficult
to get supplies, but to--if you had to carry stuff, it
had to be hand carried up; you know, ammo, weapon
systems; everything that needs to go into an OP. Get
high enough above positions where we felt comfortable
with the view, and we could provide a really good over
watch. And if someone got into trouble--if the FOB
started getting attacked, they would have a much
better view of where it’s coming from. They could
virtually fire almost anywhere.

36

002414



bW N

O W~ W,

1

11
12
13
14

15
16
17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

LtGen Natonski: What would have happened if the op up here
had come under attack, and you had to try to
reinforce? Wasn’t that the reason for Topside? The
proximity to the----

SRQR), (b)(6), Unifgrm The reason was--that was the reason at Firet. I
now that because we were told that we were going to
build a temporary OP right here because we don’t have
a full FOB built yet. So if something goes down, we
are all close enough that we could provide support for
each other.

But I know that they were saying that they wanted
to build one up along this spur somewhere. But in
regard to the complex there and the housing, that’s
above my head.

LtGen Natonski: You mentioned this earlier about some of the
males in the village watching you build the FOB. What
about women and children?

SEﬂ%L@X&JMWrm None.
B

LthQ.) 3), (b)(6), Bfta Children?

LtGen Natonski: When?

Smﬂmwmwxumhm Ever.

LtGen Natonski: You never saw children?

S%ﬁ%wm@yumﬁm I never saw children--I saw children, not so much
child--I saw a couple of kids.

LtGen Natonski: How about the day before the attack?

S%ﬁ%wmwxuﬂﬁm The day before the attack, I remember seeing
some--there were still people in the village. It was

a little scarcer in the evening. But I remember we
got food that night because my buddy Stafford was
saying he wanted to try to get himself dysentery so
they’d have to send him back to Blessing. So he ate a
belly full of all the rice, beans, the lamb, the night
before. Because I remember he got shot with shrapnel
in the gut. They had to take out his intestines and
everything to visually and manually inspect them. And
he had all that stuff in his stomach and they were
disgusted.
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But I know that there were people out that
evening.

LtGen Natonski: There weren’t any indications and warning

that the civilian population, other than the males,
left?

S ), (b)(6), Unifarm Later in the evening--like, normally these guys
come out for their nighttime prayer. I don’t remember
that happening that evening?

LtGen Natonski: You didn’t see the women?

SRE(3), (b)(6), Unifgrm I never saw women there. I think times before

hen we had been up there in the past, I had seen
women. But that entire time that we were there, never
once did I see a woman.

LtGen Natonski: Talking about, again, the performance of the
weapons in battle; you mentioned with the SAW, every
time you went to fire, an RPG would hit and blow dirt
all over. The weapon was malfunctioning not because
of the construction of the weapon as much as all the
dirt and crud?

Smmb4m®%UMrm Oh, absolutely, sir. It was the dirt and the
o1l.

LtGen Natonski: I mean, you had fired this. You had been
assigned this weapon for a while. And in previous
occasions, you’d never had a problem. It was the
combat that caused the malfunction?

SRR). (b)(6), Uniffrm At that time, yes. It was definitely all the
dirt that was cruding the weapon and clogging whatever
was the mechanics inside.

LtGen Natonski: In 2nd Platoon, were you instructed to keep
your weapons clean every day?

SEB), (b)(6), Unifrm Yes. We--when we came back from patrols, even if
e didn’t fire a round, even if we just walked with
our weapons; everybody wiped down their weapons and
performed weapons maintenance. We had strict
leadership. There were no chows, no showers, no
nothing until your weapons are clean and your ready
bags are repacked and refueled.

LtGen Natonski: So as you look back on the battle, the
performance of the weapons, those that failed to
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perform in combat were either the result of dirt being
thrown into the breaches or feed-trays, or, literally,

shrapnel damage hitting--well, we have been briefed
before that some weapons hit rounds, feed-trays?

SRYR), (b)(6), Uniftem We had a Mark 19 here at 3rd Squad position and

LtGen Nato

LtGen Nato

he round went right through the feed-tray cover. I

remember because Sergeant| (b)s3)(b)6) [Was up on top of |

Yarrow

the gun. And a round went right through the feed-tray

cover and it dead-lined immediately. The other
weapons, a 50 caliber machine gun, and--1st Squad’s
position that was covering the low, and I guess
everything to the south--same exact thing; a round
right through the feed-tray cover and the weapon was
dead-1lined.

nski: Would you have any reluctance to go into
combat with a U.S. weapon; M-4, M-16, a SAW?

Snmmxmwyum%m I would love to see a more--I have used the SAW

a

ot in combat, and, you know--the way I like to say it

is in optimal conditions, the SAW is a great weapon.
But other than that, it’s like my golf game. It is
inconsistent.

nski: And dirt--use in combat can close----

SRBfB), (b)(6), Unif

5 m And that happens a lot in Afghanistan because

LtGen Natonski:

very time we would--if we came back--sometimes we
would come back from patrol, and we would have the
range scheduled just to go up and re-zero weapons;
because if someone got--sometimes you would drop a
weapon or bang it or something, and you think your

sights are off. Then you go to the range and re-zero

your weapon. I was oiled and ready to rock when I
left out on patrol. And I go up there and tried to
fire, and the dust really screws the SAW a lot.

never saw it at your level, but basically it covered
the area of 8 to 10 July. That was the movement of

The CONOPs for this operation, you probably

your platoon, the road movement as well as the flying

in of the force. After the 10th of July when the
movement phase ended, your mission was then to
establish what you called the FOB. Okay. When--and
you talked about you thought you would be leaving to
rotate home around the 24th of July. When did you

anticipate the incoming unit that was going to relieve

you to be at Wanat so you could do a left seat----
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SRIR), (b)(6), Uniftym A left seat/right seat?

LtGen Natonski: ----right seat?

SRUR3), (b)(6), Unifggrm Sir, I believe they were supposed to be coming in
nd--they were going to come in within the last five
days or so; something like that.

LtGen Natonski: But you never saw a plan that laid that out-
-or you were told to go up there, set up a FOB, and
wait?

SEAB), (b)(6), Unifeem And I was told that these guys were going to be
coming in, and we were going to show them what we
knew. I kind of thought it was--in that stage, I
thought disregard. I kind of feel like you are
screwing the people who are coming.

LtGen Natonski: But would it have been better for them to
set up the FOB when they are new to the country and
don’t know the people?

SR3), (b)(6), Unif@rm I don’'t think that I would have recommended that
or them either.

LtGen Natonski: So it would have been better for you, your
platoon, to set up the FOB; or do you think the
timing, they should’ve just waited until it got
colder, the winter season?

SREQP), (b)(6), Unifrm What I think we should’ve done, sir, is I think

we should set up the FOB, not when we first got there
but during the winter when we had a very decent--but
then again, maybe it wouldn’t have been us. It would
have been 1st Platoon. They were down at Blessing,
and we were up covering Bella, because after November
9th, things changed.

LtGen Natonski: However, I believe there was some
negotiation over the land and that’s what caused the
delays----

SEG%JM@%UN%W I remember that being a problem. I remember
earing that. You know, that’s above my head. I
remember them talking to the guys saying, hey, let’s
just take the land. I mean, obviously that’s going to

cause problems.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Thanks.
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General Perkins?

MG Perkins: You said 2nd Platoon covered down both Bella and
Ranch House when they were operational?

SR3), (b)(6), Unifgem Yes.

MG Perkins: So----
SRG{3). (b)), unifgm  After Ranch House was attacked, sir----

MG Perkins: But before it was attacked?

SRAG), (b)(6), Uniferm We went up there to do a couple migsions. Just
a____

MG Perkins: But I mean when Ranch House was operational and
Bella was operational, what size units were stationed
at each one of those?

SEQY3). (b)(6), Unifarm Ranch House had like two squads and Bella had the
remainder.

MG Perkins: Okay. So it was one platoon on--covering down on
those two COBs or FOBs? And it was 2nd Platoon?

SBG%JM@%UMIm No, that was 1st Platoon.

MG Perkins: Okay. So 1lst Platoon had responsibility for
Ranch House and Bella?

SPER), (b)(6), Unifg

L4

m During the months up until Ranch House was

attacked----
MG Perkins: Before it was attacked?
SRanmwyum#m ----and then November 9.
MG Perkins: So, obviously, things occurred and we closed

Ranch House, we closed Bella, we are going to go to
Wanat, and now we have a full platoon at Wanat. So we
have significantly more folks at Wanat than we ever
had before at Ranch House and Bella. Correct?

m sir. Well, correction, sir. My platoon
ook over Bella after November 9. So we had a full
platoon just at Bella because they burned down Ranch
House.

MG Perkins: Is it accurate to say, when we stood up at Wanat,
we had more folks at Wanat than we ever had when we
had Rancho House and Bella both operational?

41

002419



=

~N Oy A

0o

10
11
12

13

14

15
16
17
18

19

20

21
22

23

24
25
26

27
28
29

30
31

32
33

SB}3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Yes.

MG Perkins: At either one of those?
SQ (3), (b)(6), Uniférm That is correct , Sir.
MG Perkins: Along the same lines, do you recall at Ranch

House and Bella what kind of crew served weapons and
direct fire weapons you had as compared to what you
had at Wanat; mortar tubes, Mark 19s, 50 cals, etc.

Smﬂawmw)umbm I am sorry. I zoned out there for a second. I

pologize, sir.

MG Perkins: Do you recall at Ranch House and Bella what you
had for crew served weapons; i.e., mortar tubes, Mark
19s, 50 cals, etc.

SRYB), (b)(6), Unifdrm We had virtually the same amount.

MG Perkins: Did you have mortar tubes?

SPQE), (b)(6), Unifarm We had the 120s at Bella; I am assuming they had
he 60s as well. But all they operated--all we ever
fired was the 120s. I am assuming they had 60s too,
but the mortar guys never left Bella.

I

MG Perkins: And TOW, do you know if they have a TOW?

SRY(3), (b)(6), Unifarm Yes--no, not at Bella. We had one at Wanat----

H

MG Perkins: Yeah. I know. So there were no TOW weapons
systems when Bella was operational?

!

SEQ(E), (b)(6), Uniferm Absolutely not.

MG Perkins: During your tour there, what other COPs and FOBs
were you stationed at that you permanently stayed at;
not that you just went on patrol?

SEQ3), (b)(6), Uniferm We went over into the Kurngal for probably two or
three weeks--a month before--it was in June. It was a

month before we went to Wanat.

MG Perkins: And did you stay at a COP over there?

H

SRE([3), (b)(6), Unifgsrm We stayed at a few.

MG Perkins: Were they platoon-sized, company-sized? What
would you say?
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SRJ(3), (b)(6), Unifgrm The Korengal Outpost, they just called a COP, but

was a company FOB. And they always had a platoon
there and whatever else because there were other
attachments there. They had mechanics--it was a
fairly-decent sized FOB.

MG Perkins: So it was a company-sized one?

ng&JM@Jm%m1 Yeah.

MG Perkins: Did you stay at any other platoon sized ones?

SRE3), (b)(6), Uniferm I stayed at OP Dallas. It was on OP. It was

nly manned by like--we had a squad and a half there.
They rotated, Battle Company rotated out of that back
and forth.

MG Perkins: I guess, just based on your----

SHﬂ&J&@%Umkm The only other platoon sized FOB was Vegas, and

hat was across the valley. I think my buddy Evans
was there. Our old weapons squad leader, Sergeant
Boskowski, he was killed there.

The nice thing about the Kurngal valley, their
operation was--I mean, they lost guys, but they had a
pretty good--the best thing about it was that they
could see every FOB. They had direct line of sight
from one FOB to the next FOB to the next FOB.

That was one of the biggest problems that I had
with Bella, Ranch House, Wanat, and Blessing. From
Blessing, you couldn’t see anything. There was no
direct line of sight. It took forever if you wanted
to drive there. Bagram is an hour and a half away, so
when the birds get off the ground--it’s a bad
situation.

MG Perkins: As you were discussing with the General, the

morning of the attack you were slated to go on a
patrol to recon a possible OP site somewhere up here.
And following up on what he said--and, again, we are
looking at this part of it--within the Wanat area of
the Waygal Valley, is there any place that you could
have either a COP or an OP--were either one--you could
have some line of sight, as you did say, to Blessing
or something else; or you would be really in terrain
that was not dominated by another higher piece? 1In
other words, if you move here, you’re higher than
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SR

here, but now you are dominated by this. If you move
here, you’re dominated--do you know what I’'m saying?

B). (b)(6), Uniferm There was no line of sight from Blessing. That’s

impossible. We were eight clicks away.

MG Perkins: And, geographically, there is not going to be a

place to do that.

SE({), (b)(6), Unifgrm You’re not going to be able to see anything. And

anywhere in between there, the villages were even
smaller than this little village. So there is not
really a, you know--I really wouldn’t have seen a
point.

The great thing, I guess why they wanted to have
a village here was we had heard a lot of intel--they
acquired a lot of intel--how reliable it is I don’t
know--it sounded reliable, that there was this draw
that comes all the way right over here went right into
Pakistan. The border was, you know, no more than 20
or 10 clicks away. I don’t know exactly, but very
close to the border of Pakistan. And there was just a
clear road with no one in their way; no FOBs, no
nothing. And I think they wanted to build a FOB there
to provide some type of disruption for that way.

MG Perkins: Because it was on a major line of communication

into Pakistan?

SREE), (b)(6), Unifarm It was a major line of communication right into

Pakistan. And all the guys--all these guys that used
to attack Bella and the Ranch House up in Nuristan
were all in the north. So----

MG Perkins: So they were kind of a confluence of lines of

communication?

SRAQIB), (b)(6), Unifgrm I think they were attempting to--I didn’t like

Wanat, but from a stand point--if you are looking at
the major picture, if you spread out from the 2nd
503rd’s area, you know. You spread out from this
area, in my opinion; we need to get more along that
border of Pakistan and Afghanistan.

MG Perkins: You said you would do a number of patrols;

mounted patrols, dismounted patrols from Blessing up
here and Bella and stuff like that. As you did that,
carrying on sort of the same thing here, one could
make possibly an operation case of why you want to

44

002422



[+3] Vs wN =

0o

10

11
12
13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22

23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35

36
37
38
39

interdict these LOCs. Was there any other place--
granted a lot of problems with this one that would
stand out as the obvious place where it should be
other than here--in other words, as you would go back
and forth to Blessing or Bella or something?

SRAB3). (b)(6), Unifgrm A better place to build a FOB?

MG Perkins

Yeah. That is just obviously better?

SREE), (b)(6), Unifarm No, absolutely not. All--there was, literally,
he entire way down this eastern side of the road was
just----

MG Perkins: So if you want to interdict these lines of
communications, the problem is that you are going to
have to deal with the geography----

SRQR). (b)(6), Unifgrm Of the area in which you want to do so.

MG Perkins: After Ranch House--you were not at Ranch House
when it was attacked; correct? After Ranch House’s
attack, was there some sort of after action reviews or
things done in lessons learned to say; look, for
instance, when we build Wanat, make sure we don’t do
this, make sure we do this, etcetera, etcetera?

SBﬂBJm@yumrm Not to my knowledge, sir. Ranch House was
already constructed, and so I think that was----

MG Perkins: Any enemy TTPs that were passed down; hey, be
careful, the enemy is going to try to do this?

SE&X3), (b)(6), Unifgrm They have--we confiscated a video, a VHS I
elieve, of the battle from the enemies stand point of
view. And we learned the weapons system they were
using when they attacked, how they attacked; they
decided to do the whole 360 thing. They attempted to
do the same thing there which was take down the OP--
because if you can take down an OP, obviously they
have a view of the FOB or whatever, and they can turn
all those heavy weapons right down on the FOB and over
take them.

MG Perkins: And you said as far as you know----

SREJ(3), (b)(6), Unifgrm I'm sorry. I don’t want to interrupt. I have
lways wanted to say to somebody and be gentlemanly to

other people. I don’t know if you know this or if you

have seen it, but there is a video on liveleak.com
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that has a enemy video that has five different camera
angles of Wanat. I don’t know if you have seen it or
if you have heard about it, but I’ve been told----

MG Perkins: Is it of the battle or----
SRE®B), (b)(6), Unifrm It is actually of the battle. Oh yeah.
LtGen Natonski: They filmed you while you were under attack.

:'rmr Yes. Five different angles--there is a camera
angle coming from up here, there is a camera angle
coming from down over here on one of the bazaars,
there is a camera angle from roughly somewhere over in
this position; there is probably about four or five
different camera angles. If I could have a computer,
I would love to show you. I have been dying to tell
that to somebody. I don’t know if anybody knew about
that or if anyone has seen it. My buddy sent it to me
about two months ago. And I looked at it and I was
like, dear God, I hope someone high up knows about
thig.

LtCaqdi@s), p)6).Bgta What we’ll do after we break later today, we’ll
get it set up to project.

Majb@%@XQANI What was the----
Smdmxmwxummm Liveleak.com.

Wive-leak?

Ma jp)(3), (b)(6), OW
SRE®), (b)(6), Unifsrm Live-leak.

Ma i{)(s), (b)(6), O

Sﬂﬁﬂwmwxumém ; have-the.llnk on Ty email. I mean, I could
pull it up in like two minutes.

Oh, live-leak.

kL

MG Perkins: And the last question is just to clarify what we
asked earlier. To your knowledge, starting first with
the main COP, the perimeter was not penetrated to your

knowledge?

SRQ3), (b)(6), Unifggm No. No one penetrated our perimeter down on the
ain COP.

MG Perkins: And in the OP, you at least know of people that
were, “in the wire?”
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SEQA), (b)(6), Uniferm In the wire. Now, when I say, “in the wire,” I

don’t mean inside the wire but I mean stuck----

MG Perkins: I know what you mean like on the wire.
SREB), (b)(6), Uniferm ----stuck in the wire or attempting to actually--
MG Perkins: I got it; really physically in it.

SEEI[B), (b)(6), Unifgrm Not actually, physically inside.

H

MG Perkins: Okay.

LtGen Natonski: Wasn’t there an insurgent that shot a number
of Soldiers from around one of the boulders?

SRQ(3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Outside the----

i

LtGen Natonski: Was he outside the wire?

SBQR), (b)(6), Unifgrm I believe so. I don’t know. I wasn’‘t there so I
can’t speak. But from my understanding and knowledge,
all the fire was coming from outside of the wire.

MG Perkins: Okay. Thank you.
Ma j)(3), (b)(6), Ol Just a few questions. Did you know or have any

reason to believe that you all were going to be
attacked when you got to----

S ), (b)(6), Uniffarm Absolutely.

]

Ma )3), (b)(6), O How is it that you know that, or who told you
hat?

SBGR), (b)(6), Unifgrm The one thing that was--we had intel that Bella
was going to be attacked in the near future. And we
knew we were closing that, so obviously you organize a
party. Just because the location has changed doesn’t
mean you are going to stop the party. So that was one
of the things. We didn’'t--obviously it was just

intel. We didn’t know how sure it was.

The other fact that the villagers were
disgruntled--the General mentioned about the
negotiations with the land. We knew that these people
didn’t like to be pushed around. And messing with
their land--and their temperament doesn’t provide a
good atmosphere. We had been going up there so often;
they knew we were coming; the one thing that we always
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love in the military was surprise. I did not like
that fact that they knew exactly where we were going
to set up the FOB.

Even one of the--I don’t remember who. It was
captain somebody--I remember somebody saying that he
had said in the middle of the thing that we’ll be
coming up on this date. Like he actually mentioned
the date to these villagers in one of the meetings of
the date we were supposed to be coming up. And this
was near the end when we were getting closer to when
the date was pretty much finalized.

I remember sitting in our battalion FOB. It was
like, great. They know exactly where we are going to
be and when we are going to be there. There is going
to be a bunch of land mines lying in the field. We
are going to be setting up and digging in on land
mines.

Obviously that didn’t happen, but it was a fear.
Everybody just had a terrible feeling about it. There
is not real, hard evidence. Like I didn’t hear it
from one of the guys down at the gate or a villager
saying they were coming to get you; but there was an
overall bad feeling about the planning, the security
that was supposed to be involved, and then not
involved. It just sounded like piss-poor planning
from the beginning. And that alone--like when we had
big COBs before in the past, we knew exactly what we
were doing; we knew where to be, when to be there,
what’s going to happen here, what’s going to happen
there. This whole mission was really vague.

Ma $)@3). (b)(6), Owl Now, when you say, “the planning portion,” is
that just coming from your particular squad from the
platoon?

SEQ3), (b)(6), Unifgrm Oh no, no. I'm talking above my pay grade in the
officer level because there was a lot of--we all knew,

and Sergeant|pb)s), b)6f, our platoon sergeant, was 1like (b)@3), (b)®6), Yankel

(V]

dude, I don’'t want to go either. I don’'t feel
comfortable with this either. But I have expressed my
concern. And as an NCO, that’s all I can do. I can’'t
tell an officer to stop doing what they are doing. He
said he tried to express his concern. I believe
Lieutenant Brostrom had tried to express his concern.
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And to our knowledge, we were told that battalion
and brigade level was pushing this and they wanted it
to happen.

Ma 0)(3), (b)(6), Ol But your understanding of the planning was just

what you were receiving from your platoon leader?

6), (b)(6), Uniferm  From my platoon sergeant and then obviously a

dissemination of information from our squad leader.
What--from what we were given, we were completely
ready. But we didn’t feel very good about it.

)3), (b)(6), OF

| Thank you.
Nothing further, sir.
LtGen Natonski: Okay. Specialidf® (0)6) Uniigmyou are ordered

not to discuss the testimony you provided today with
anyone other than the members of the investigation
team. You will not allow any witness in this
investigation to talk to you about the testimony he
has given or which he intends to give. If anyone
should try to influence your testimony or try to
discuss your testimony, you are instructed to notify

Lieutenant Coloned)a) b)e) sdand Lieutenant Colonel| ()@3), (b)), Sigma

Do you understand that?

Qrm Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: I just want to thank you for your service to

our country, for your service to the Army, what you
did on that day, the 13th of July in Wanat; I think
the performance of the Soldiers that were there were
in the highest traditions of the United States Army .
So thank you for what you did.

SHYP). (b)6), Unifegm  Absolutely, sir.

[The testimony concluded at 0950, 28 October 2009.]
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