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[The testimony began at 1815,._2_8_0_1;t0ber 2009.]

X-Ray
2 LtGen Natonski: Sergeant (b)3)(b)d) before we begin, I have to
3 read something to you. I am Lieutenant General
4 Richard F. Natonski, United States Marine Corps. I
5 have been appointed by the Commander of U.S. Central
6 Command to conduct an investigation into the facts and
7 circumstances surrounding the combat action at Wanat,
8 Afghanistan, in July of 2008.
9 Major General David Perkins, United States Army
10 has been assigned as the Deput Investigating Officer.
11 Lieutenant Colonel By sip) X-Ray, B)@NGLieutenant Colonel
12 Hichael(t)(s),(b)(S)are judge advocates assigned to the
13 investigation team.
14 The testimony you provide today will be recorded,
15 transcribed, and included in our report of the
16 investigation. Based on your testimony, we may also
17 prepare a separate written statement for your review
18 and signature.
19 Prior to coming on the record today, you singed a
20 Privacy Act statement. TIs that correct?

21 SGT| (b)(3).( b)(6).X-Ray Yes, sir.

22 LtGen Natonski: Okay. Your testimony will be made under
23 oath, and you will now be sworn.

24 [Sergeant [p)3)(b)6lwas sworn]

25 EeSEeks), (b)(3).(b)6)Burddddpase state your name, spelling your last.

6 SGT | (b)(3).(b)®) Sergeant (b)(3).( b)(6).X-Ray
Betak7 Ltcolfoianvie]  What is your current unit and that umit’e

28 location?
X-Raypg  sGT| (0)3).(b)6)XRay | am part of Charlie -Company, 2-29 Infantry,
30 197th Brigade in Fort Benning, Georgia.

31 LtCol|(b)3),(b)®6) Are you currently a Sergeant in the U.S. Army?

32 SGT| (b)@3).(b)6) Yes, sir.[X-Ray|
33 LtCol | p)3)(b)e)| In July of 2008, what was your unit and that

34 unit’s location?
X-Rayls  ser (b)(3),( b)(6) I was part of 2nd Platoon, Chosen Company, 2nd of
36 the 503rd, in Wanat, Afghanistan.
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LtCol [1)3),(b)6 And what were your duties with 2nd Platoon?
SGT ((b)3),( b)(6) I was the 2nd Platoon Radio Telephone Operator.
LtCol (b)3).(b)6 Prior to coming on the record today, did you have

an opportunity to review a sworn statement that

you had
made, four-pages, dated 16 July 2008,

SGT | (b)(3),(b)(6) Yes, sir.
LtCol | (b)3),(b)6) And ranscript of an interview you had

Garnet With Mr.
that was

(b)(6) from the Combat Studies Institute
2-pages long?

SGT |1)3),(b)6 Yes, sir.

LtCol|b)3).(b)6 Is there anything that
about those two documents?

you would like to change

SGT | (b)(3).( b)(6) No, sir.

LtCol |(v)3),(b)e) And did you sign both at the bottom of the first
page?

SGT (b)(3),(b)6 Yes, sir.

LtCol|p)3),(b)6 And do you adopt both of those documents as part

of your sworn testimony today?

SGT |1)(3),(b)(6 Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)3),(b)e) Thank you. As the 2nd Platoon RTO, you travel
primarily with Lieutenant Brostrom?

SGT [b)3),(b)6 Yes, sir.

LtCol |)3),(b)6) When the platoon went up to Wanat to establish
the emplacement in July, did you go up on the third
evening with the lieutenant?

Yes, sir. I went with the vehicle convoy.

SGT (b)(3),( b)6)
LEtCol (b)(3),(b)6

impressions?

When the sun came up that morning, what were your
What did you see around the area?

Well, we had been to the area prior to--multiple
Limes; mostly in the summer of the year prior to. We
had been at Bella for about five months. So we knew
the area. Umm, it seemed to be relaxed as far as--I
wouldn’t say relaxed. It was shady. The best way to
describe it was a shady situation. It was very
unnerving; very tense. It seemed like just somewhere

SGT| (b)(3),(b)(6)
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where they didn’t want us to be. And no one was
really excited about being there.

Are you talking about physically or just the
feeling?

LtCol (b)(3),( b)) Both?

SG'.I.‘ Physically it seemed like normal. There were
people in the bazaar moving around. They were
intrigued; trying to find out what we were doing
there. Some probably knew that we were going there
anyways; and just trying to see what was going on.

So there was movement in the bazaar, but, uh, I
just kind of took it as a normal combat patrol at that
point. We would follow through with what we had to do
and establish the base the best we could.

LtColM From the time you arrived up there until the
battle, was there ever a time when you communicated on
behalf of the lieutenant about, perhaps, being
surveyed in the position?

SGT (1)(3),(b)6 Prior to or while we were there?

LtCol (b)3),(b)6 While you were--somewhere between the 8th and
before the battle?

SGT 1)(3),(b)6 Yes. We had seen what looked like PAX, personnel
moving in the high grounds. And we had seen personnel
in the bazaar area which was just to the side of our
C-wire that we had just established as a hasty
perimeter. And they looked like there were just
observing us. There is not much as far as ROE is
concerned that we could’ve done. As far as I
understand it, the PL and the interpreter were pretty
much moving around trying to talk to the personnel
that were there.

We also saw one old ASG from Bella that was
there. So we were concerned about what his purpose
was there.

LtCol(b)(3).(b)6 Was that one of the former security guards?
86T (b)(3),(b)(6 Roger. Yes, sir.
LtCol|(h)3),(b)6) He was down at Wanat at this point?

3
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8GT|b)3),(b)6 Yes, sir. So we were definitely concerned with
him being there and just all the commotion around.
They were able to observe most of what we were doing.
So we were definitely concerned with that when--we had
to posture up for that and be prepared.

Betal6  LtCol [p)3)(u)e Did you relay that to higher?

AW n -

X-Ray|z SGT|b)3),(b)6} Yes. We did it frequently; mostly by the PL so
8 there was no middle man. I didn’t want to confuse any
9 of the communications. Anything he wanted to relate
10 would go directly to the command. So most of the time
1 it was through him; anything--general SITREP; maybe
12 they called what he was doing or he relayed to them
13 that we found someone that we were talking to. It was
14 things of that nature. But most of the specific
15 information was relayed by himself--Lieutenant
16 Brostrom.
17 LtCol p)3),(b)Er When he was relaying it, were you nearby?
8 8GT ()(3),(b)(&} Sometimes I was, sometimes I’'d be either on
19 guard, moving up to the OP, or maybe moving around
20 with Sergeant mostly building our position
21 since I had the platoon leader and the platoon
22 sergeant in my position. They had a lot of duties to
23 perform. I was left to security when they were doing
24 those duties. So I kind of filled in the gaps when
25 they were accomplishing their task.

26 LtCol (b)3),(b)6 Do you recall any -- were you present for any

27 radio traffic regarding the folks that were
28 surveilling?

X-RayRs  sGT|®)3)(b)6) Nothing that I can significantly say. I mean, I
30 was definitely there for it but nothing that I recall
31 specifically.

2 LtCol (b)3).(b)6} Did you go outside the wire with the lieutenant
33 when you were up there?

34 SGT (b)(3),( b)(8

Yes, we went down to the ANP post--I guess you

-

35 could say--that they had been building there. And--I
36 don’t know if you want to call it outside the wire--to
37 the OP. It was outside of our general perimeter, but
38 it was only 50 to 75 meters outside the position. So
39 if you want to consider that to the outside, then vyes
40 I did.
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LtCol

SGT |(b)(3),(b)(6

b)(3),( b)(6 When you went down to the ANP, did you call in a

report afterwards to describe what took place?

That was done by the PL as well. I called,
mostly, situation reports as far as our location and
what the PL was doing. But all the major information
was reported by himself. He wanted to relay the
information as accurately as possible; so most of the
time he took care of that, I just did basic SITREPs
when necessary.

LtCol (b)3).(b)6 And he would be relaying that up what frequency?

The Company?

Uh, company and battalion since the CO was at
Bella. If he needed to talk direct to the CO, he’d
call Bella. But he was being shut down at that time,
so he also relayed it through the battalion net as
well to the Battalion Commander and XO. So whoever we
needed to -- he thought we needed to relay it to.

LECol|()3),(b)6) How were the Coms between Wanat and Bella?

SGT |(b)(3),(b)(6) Wanat and Bella were, depending on how the

breaking down of the FOB was going -- because in Bella
we had a larger TACSAT antenna available and, they
broke that down to rip out. There might have been
some spotty communications using just FM. But most of
the time, we would usually relay through Chosen base,
or Chosen Company, freq when necessary. We couldn’t
get them directly.

LtCol |b)3),(b)6) Do you recall a time where Lieutenant Brostrom

SGT (b)(3),(b)(6

wanted to speak with Captainfs)(n@)and couldn’t?[Oscar |

Uumm, there might have been, sir. I don’t want
to speculate or give any false information. But I
would assume there was just because the communications
in that valley, and our general AQO, were decent at
best at times; just with the mountains and all that
and the way the atmosphere was; and the weather
conditions. Sometimes TACSAT wouldn’t work and the
mountains were too high for FM. So I would assume at
some point that yes, there was. But I can’t remember
a specific situation.

LEtCol|n)3),(b)6 When you’d call a spot report back to Chosen, do

you know who you were talking to?
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SGT (1)(3),(b)(6} Usually, it was whoever the NCO was on CQ. Most
of the time the X0 because of the situation of the CO
being at Bella, the Bella outpost being ripped down,
and us building up; the X0 was usually there to
receive any major traffic: such as, supply request and
things of that nature.

LtCol|p)3),(b)6 Would you relay supply request or would someone
else? E_ |
ae Yankee
SGT ()(3),(b)(6} Usually it was Sergeant |o)a) (b)) and Lieutenant

Brostrom. I would check up on them and relay
information once more to make sure the information was
relayed accurately and to just gather any information
on the updates on whether we were getting water or
fuel, etc.

LtColp)3).( b)) Was there a time while you were up there that the
Lieutenant or Sergeant () 3),(b)6) had requested items and

they weren’t coming?

SGT (b)(3),(b)(6 There were a few instances of that -- first we
got there, and we packed the trucks as much as we
could pack them with supplies. We were expecting the
sling-loads the morning after to come. And, as far as
I understand it, we got a number of sling-loads, just
net as much as we were expecting. A few days after we
got there, after the 8th, the water ran low. So we
requested more. And it took a few days to get out
there. So we prepared some secondary sources of
water; iodine. And then we got a Hilux truck full of
water.

Shortly after that, we ran low on water again.
We requested more. And a few days after that, we got

the sling-lcads in. And then, uh---- |Yankee|
LtCol [b)3),(b)6 Was that the lieutenant and Sergeant [b)3).(b)6jon the

radio throughout the day?

SGT (b)(3),( b)(6 Yes.
LtCol (b)3),(b)6 And were you following up?

SGT (p)(3),( b)(©) Uum-hmm. I would follow up and just call back to
the XO and just request the situation on the Hilux the
first time. Because we knew that they probably
wouldn’t be able to get any birds out to us. So we
would do it by Hilux, which was not the most
dependable but the easiest way to get out there.
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And we also heard that there was--as far as I
remember, we heard that there might have been some
enemy harassing the Hilux truck on the way out there.
Whether that was true or not, I don’t know.

And then there was another instance where we
requested--we got a fuel blivot out there, but we had
no way to pump the fuel out of it for the Bobcat. So
that was another request that we had sent up.

Those are the major ones besides requesting where
the backhoe and the front-loader were coming. And
they were coming with general building supplies; such
as, HESCOs and sandbags.

LtCol (b)@3),( b)(6| And then what do you recall the reply was that

you would get from the company?

SGT| (b)(3).( b)(6) Umm, sometimes, with the Hilux, he told me that

LtCol

SGT

LtCeol

SGT

he was waiting. Because you have to wait for the
Afghanis to obviously show up. Then you load it and
send it back out. So the time between when he said he
was coming and--he said they were showing up to
receive that water to load up on the Hilux truck. And
the time from when they loaded it and got it to Wanat,
they really just didn’t know. So that is when it was
spotty. They guestimated on where it was and how long
it was going to take to get there, but they really
didn’t know.

b)(3).(b)(6 During your time there, did the engineer squad

b)(3).( b)(6}

Teader ever get on your radio or ask you to relay any
information on his behalf?

I know that part of his leadership -- I couldn’t
tell you what part of his command called and requested
that he talk to them. I received that call and I told
him -- he was talking about RIPing out one of his
Soldiers in with another replacement. I couldn’t tell
you exactly what Soldiers, but I remember him calling
back and--I told the squad leader and the squad leader
came up and talked to whoever it was; so yes, that one
time.

(b)(3),( b)(6 So the engineer company was contacting----

(b)(3),( b)(6

Yes.

LtCol |(b)3),(b)®) ----they wanted to pull a Soldier out and replace

him?
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SGT (b)(3).(b)(E} Yes. BAnd I believe that was through Chosen
Company freg. It went up to the top. That’'s a good

guess at best. |Oscar

LtCol |(b)3).(b)6) From the 8th =-- before Captairn)@d).(b)§)came up, what
Com access did you have up there during that time?

SGTM We had two FM radios hooked up to--we had a
static HMMWV antenna that just stayed there the whole
time. Then I attached another one on the rear cof the
HMMWV. So we had two FM radios set up on Chosen
Company and battalion net. Then we also had a TACSAT
antenna set up on that freq for the battalion as well.
So we had three. We had two FMs and then we had the
TACSAT. We also had an internal communication system
which was run through just the different positions.
And that was with----

LtGen Natonski: What about close air? Did you have any
capability that---—-

SGT (b)(3),( b)(6} We had a freq set in. Each radio was set up
with the maximum five freg’s; Chosen, platoon,
battalion, and the air assets. And we could just
switch between the two, sir--or five, sir.

LtCol (b)3),(b)6) During the battle itself, where you working the
radios?

SGT [b)3).( b)(6] Yes, myself and Captainfys) @ were.

LtCol [b)3).(b)6) And who were you communicating with?

SGT|(b)(3),( b)(6) We both were switching back and forth depending

on what kind of duties were being performed. Umm, we
were talking to the battalion commander and the
battalion X0 and one net. The TACSAT, I don’t know
when exactly when it was restored, but it was pretty
much it was out pretty early. I would say -- a good
guess would be when the TOW truck exploded because
there was a lot of shrapnel. But it could’ve been
from RPGs.

So the TACSAT went out generally quickly. And we
were just talking to air assets on the other net from
battalion. And that was—--I believe it started out with

fixed wing--Captain |p)a)(bye) talked to the fixed-wing

assets to start dropping bombs to the west. And then-
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1  LtCol(b)3).(b)6

X-Ray SG'.l': Sir, to be honest, it was probably me at times;
him as well. There were so many types of munitions
dropped that day; I couldn’t give you an accurate
answer. We switched back and forth talking the
indirect, the fixed wing, and back to indirect.

7 LtCol (b)3),(b)6) I forgot to ask you. What is your occupational
8 field?

9  SGT (b)3),(b)®6 11B.
10 LtCol(h)3).(b)6)} 11B, and as your additional training on radios?

Who was working the indirect fire?

oun b wN

X-Ray|11  8GTb)@3),(b)6 Additional training on radios mostly was, umm,
12 Cvan |[EIB, or Sergeant He was very knowledgeable on
13 ‘the radio. And I was trained by him. And I just
14 fixed things that were broken and learned over time,
15 sir.

16 LtCol (b)3).(b)6 And do you recall calling for fire that day?

17  8GT |b)({3),(b)(®6) Yes, sir.

18 LECol (b)3).(b)®6) Was that part of your normal training, or do you

19 have specialized----

20 SGT ‘ Umm, we have general training on how to call for
21 fire. They give us classs throughout the deployment
22 and prior to on how--just basic, general, how to drop
23 bombs on a target; indirect fire assets; such as,
24 mortars and 155s. Nothing to the level of a FO, but
25 they give us general training.

26 LtCol And when the rotary wing showed up, who was
27 controlling those?

X-Ray|28  SGT (b)3).(b)6 When they first showed up, I got contact with
29 them as they were coming up the valley from the south.
30 [Oscar [and 1 believe Captaing)@).(bifigot on the net and relayed
31 to them the situation that was going on. And then I
32 started talking to the birds as he was -- I would kind
33 of fill in where we was taking over when he needed to
34 talk to the battalion commander. He would jump on
35 that net, and I would relay different targets, walk
36 them in--sometimes I’d have com’s with Sergeant
37 at the OP, and he would relay some other positions he
38 would like me to tell them to fire on. And then other
39 times, I would just find spots for them to engage.
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LtCol (©)(3).(b)6h And the CASEVAC birds, where you controlling
those?

SG When they first came in, we bumped to--I believe
they came down on the same net as the Apaches did.
And they said that they wanted to land, and they
didn’t exactly know where to. So we went up and
popped a smoke grenade up at the OP. That was where
we told them that the most casualties were. I don’t
recall exactly from the confusion, but I know that
Sergeant Hissong was talking to the birds for a short
amount of time. I couldn’t tell you how long the
situation was. But other than that, I talked them
into the LZ on the--actually, I threw the grenade on
the LZ at OP Topside and then down on the LZ which we
secured for the Chinooks. I controlled them as well
when they brought in resupply or carried out
casualties and what not.

LtCol|(b)3)(b)6) Lieutenant Colonel (b)3)( b)(

LTQp)(3).(b)@ No questions.

LtGen Natonski: You mentioned that you had pretty good com
up to Bella from Wanat.

SGT (b)(3).( b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: About from Wanat down to Blessing, was that
always pretty--

SGT|(b)(3),( b)(6) We had, actually, very good communication, sir.
If one wasn’t working, the other one was. So we had a
lot of--

LtGen Natonski: No problems. You mentioned the fact that

while you were on the position, you had, sort of,
indicators of a potential bad guy situation. You saw
them up on the hills. You saw them surveilling from
the village. And that was called back to company or
to battalion?

SGT [b)(3).(b)(6) That was--the ones were we saw the guys in the
Oscar |high ground, Captain()got on the net and he called
‘that back. I don’t believe that was Lieutenant
Brostrom. It might have been, but I know he called.

LtGen Natonski: Did you feel your position was going to be
attacked?

10
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SGT (b)(3),(b)® Yes, sir. Yes, sir. I highly doubt that they
would be up there for any reason. And we also went to
the Shura leader that night and the night prior. But
the night before the attack, we went in there, and he
told us that we were going to be attacked sometime in
the near future. And just the activity that happened
that day----

LtGen Natonski: Was all of that--as background, did
Lieutenant Brostrom or Captai call for
reinforcements or help because--you know, the thought
was that you were going to be attacked, and you just
wanted some additional reinforcements? Did he ask for

or did anyone ask for help?

SGT (b)(3),(b)(6 Absolutely, mostly from aerial assets because
they gave us the most benefit to observe the area
around us.

LtGen Natonski: We’re talking like a Predator?

SGT 1)3),(b)6 Predator—----

LtGen Natonski: Could you down-link Predator to your
position?

SGT (b)(3),(b)(6 We didn’t have the assets there, sir.

LtGen Natonski: So they would have done that back to the
battalion. And they would have called you and told
you two bad guys on the hills over to your north or to
your west?

SGT (b)(3),( b)) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. So that was one asset that was being
requested from the position. Do you recall on what
day that might have been? The day before the attack?
Three days before the attack?

SGT (b)(3).( b)(6} I remember them trying to get assets out there to
us every day, sir. Maybe not necessarily Predator,
but anytime we saw rotary wing come down to Blessing
which we could vaguely see in the distance, we knew
that they were coming in. And through the schedule,
we would just request that escorts come down to us.

LtGen Natonski: Did they come down to you?

11
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X-Ray|1  SGT(o)3)(b)e) There were definitely a few times when they
2 denied coming down to observe for us.
3 LtGen Natonski: Do you know why?

X-Ray|4  SGT (b)3).(b)6} Possibly something more important, sir.
5 LtGen Natonski: Right.

X-Ray|¢ seT b)(3),( b)(6 I mean, I would say for no good reason if I had
7 to speculate, sir. I mean, they were just orbiting
8 over the area and they could’ve spared five more
9 minutes.
10 LtGen Natonski: Just to shoot up the valley and take a look
11 around?

12 8GT (b)(3).(b)(6) A show of force to let them know we were still
13 there. Because, if I had to guess, if the enemy
14 doesn’t hear that we have assets in the area for a
15 long period of time, then they’re going to get wise to
16 B
17 LtGen Natonski: I mean, was there a sense of urgency on the
18 part of Lieutenant Brostrom or Captainp)s)(bgwhen he
19 got up there; like, hey, this situation is going
20 downhill?

21 SGT (1)(3),(b)(®6 There was definitely a sense of urgency sir. But
22 I don’t think it. It might have worsened towards the
23 end. But we went up there expecting to get attacked.
24 Maybe not necessarily at the level that we did--not
25 everyone, but they were--they acted accordingly to an
26 attack the entire tlme.
27 LtGen Natonski: And Captainb)@)(b)dshared that?

28  SGT (b)(3).(b)@} Once he got on the ground, he definitely did as
29 well. But he just didn’t have the same time on the
30 ground that Sergeant [b)3)(b)6 and—--—
31 LtGen Natonski: From the time you had arrived----—

32 SGT(b)(3),(b)(6) Yes.
33 LtGen Natonski: -——-you definitely felt it was just a matter
34 of days before they are going to hit us? How, you
35 didn’t know. '

X-Ray|36  SGT {o))(b)6 Exactly, sir.

12
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And Lieutenant Brostrom conveyed this up the
And then Captain|b)a)(b)e] actually
Oscar

LtGen Natonski:
chain of command.
came out there to----

Check it out.

SGT ((b)(3).(b)(6

LtGen Natonski: ----get his SA. No one else ever came

before he did?
SGT (b)(3).(b)(©6

LtGen Natonski:
out there?

SGT (b)(3).(b)(6

MG Perkins: Umm, you were talking about, sort of, this
ongoing dialogue with Lieutenant Brostrom and Sergeant
|Yankee mxmxmmlabout water and things like that. Was that,
again, did sometimes you relay that information or
sometimes they did it personally or sort of both?

No, sir.

He was the first man in the chain that came

Yes, sir.

SGT |(b)(3).( b)(6) The amount and specific request and when they
wanted it was all done by them. Like I said, just to

get—---

MG Perkins: And do you know who they were talking to when
they were talking on the net?

SGT |(b)(3).(b)(6) Most of the time it was--not all the time--it was
our XO.

MG Perkins: Lieutenant | (v)@3),(b)s)

SGT (b)(3).(b)(6 Yes.

MG Perkins: Do you recall, ever, either you or them ever
talking on the battalion net about water or anything?

8GT (b)(3).(b)(6 I'm sure that they might have.
MG Perkins: Did you ever talk on the battalion net for

anything or did you--yeah?

SGT (b)(3),(b)(6 Yes, sir, during the battle for sure.
MG Perkins: NOw===

SGT

Prior to?

b)(3),( b)(6

MG Perkins: Yeah.

13
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SGT (1)(3),(b)6 They had called--we had called to give them
SITREPs and things of that nature.

MG Perkins: And do you remember, sort of, the general
characterization of the SITREP before the battle?

SGT(b)(3),( b)(6} My mind is very hazy, sir. I just don’t recall.

MG Perkins: Umm, I think it’s been reported that the night

pefore the attack, the 12th, one of the locals--his
house was down on the southwestern corner—--I think the
CO, or Lieutenant Brostrom, went to dinner there?

SGT |(b)(3).(b)(6) Umm-hmm. It was just southwest of us.

MG Perkins: Yeah. Southwest right off of it and I guess that
person relayed that there was probably going to be an
attack in the near future. I mean, I don’t know.

Were you in the dinner?

SGT|(1)(3),(b)(®6) Yes, I was.

MG Perkins: So you heard what was going on?

SGT |(b)(3),(b)(6 Yes.

MG Perkins: Did he specify a time or just----

SGT |(b)(3),( b)(6) He couldn’t give a certain time or day. He just
speculated. He just told us that there was talk of
it

MG Perkins: Yeah. So you were there at the dinner. I mean,

you heard the translator. So as you all went to bed
the night of the 12th, the day before you were
attacked, was—--you knew you were in bad guy country.
You knew that, again, the locals weren’t particularly
friendly or anything like that. Was there anything
that you recall personally that said, I think tomorrow
is even going to be worse? Or was it just like a
matter of time? Was there anything--I mean not on

hindsight--but if you look back that would have tipped
you off other than that it was inevitable?

SGT (b)(3).(b)(6 No. The guys in the high ground, the people we
saw in the high ground----

MG Perkins: And you saw them that night?

SGT | (b)(3),(b)(6) The day prior. The evening; the sun was going

down in the mountains. It was shady.
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MG Perkins: Okay.

We saw the guys in the high ground. We didn’t

engage; they couldn’t be ID'd exactly.

SGT |(b)(3).(b)(6)

MG Perkins: Were there discussions within the COP about
should we engage them, should we not engage them?

SGT | (b)(3),(b)6)

MG Perkins:

SGTkm@Mm@ﬂ If I had to make a guess, it would be Captain

[Oscar [h).0)8was under investigation--someone was under
investigation for a number of people that were killed.

Yes. Yes, there were.

And the decision cbviously was not to because?

MG Perkins: The pick-up truck thing?
SGT v)3).(b)(6)} Yes. So I would guess that maybe he felt like he

didn’t want to get another one of those on his hands.

MG Perkins: I understand the speculation. Umm, QRF, the
Apaches the next day coming in; so on and off you were
actually talking to the pilots and giving them targets
and things like that?

SGT |1b)(3),(b)(6) Yes, sir.

MG Perkins: Do you recall--when did you first pick them up
and talk to them? Back when they launched?

SGT |(b)(3),(b)(6) No. They were--I believe they were coming up the
valley and—-——-
MG Perkins: Were they already past Blessing or were they

around Blessing?

8GT | (b)(3),(b)(6) I think they were coming up through Blessing and-

MG Perkins: Did you recall any conversation, either with the
pilots or hearing it in the nets that they had to hold
off or try to clear artillery; or any conflict?

SGT (b)(3),(b)(6): Yes. We requested certain assets; indirect--it
was either indirect or bombing again. There were so

many things going on that day.

MG Perkins:

a0

Okay.

That specific time we asked them to clear out so
we could bring those assets in.
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They were already there. The Apaches were
They had been engaging already by then?

MG Perkins: Oh.
on station.

seT

MG Perkins: And so then you were going to bring in close-air
support or something; artillery. And so do de-
conflict them, the Apaches moved off station, you
brought in whatever ordinance you did, and then
brought the Apaches back in?

Yes. They had been engaging, and they
requested----

SGT (b)3).(0)(6) Umm-hmm. But it was a very, very short time. We
told them what was happening, we wanted them to drop
munitions, and they said they didn’t trust whoever it
was--I believe it was fixed wing--and so they

requested to pull off station----

MG Perkins: So the Apaches requested to pull off station?

SGT| (b)(3),(b)(6) Once we----

MG Perkins:

SGT [b)(3),(b)(6]

Told them what was going to happen?

Yeah.
happen, sir.

Once we told them what was going to

MG Perkins: So you don’t recall--well, once the QRF was
launched, do you recall about how long it was until

the Apaches were there? Was it----
SGT |(b)(3),(b)(6) An hour, 45====
MG Perkins: Okay. But do you recall any issue with them

getting there initially? About conflict with air----

SGTM: Other than the fact that there were no birds in

the air and no birds available; besides the length of
time, no. I don’t remember them being stopped
anywhere. Maybe they stopped at Blessing to refuel.
But prior to that, we were so focused on the fight and
other assets, that it wasn’t necessarily--we were
wondering where they were, but not necessarily what
they were specifically doing.

MG Perkins: Okay.

|X-Ray|

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Sergeant |b)@3)(b)e) you are ordered not to
discuss the testimony you provided today with anyone
other than the members of the investigation team. You
will not allow any witness in this investigation to
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talk to you about the testimony he has given or which
he intends to give. If anyone should try to influence
your testimony or try to discuss your testimony, you
are instructed to notify Lieutenant Colonel Bligh and
Lieutenant Colonel Ryan. Do you understand that?

SGT |(b)(3),(b)(6)

Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. I just want to thank you for your

[The testi

service to our country, to the Army, and for all you
did during that deployment to Afghanistan on your last
deployment overseas. Thank you, very much.

mony began at 1847, 28 October 2009.]
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