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|Burgundy
Interview with SGT| (b)(3),( b)(6) |

18 February 2009

)My name is|__ (b)(3).(b)6) | and P'm a military hialo_m_mr_m_cmr Studies Institute at
(b)(3),( b)(6)

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Today I'm interviewing Sergeant of the United States
Marine Corps who's a veteran of Afghanistan. Today’s dafe is 18 February 2009 and this is an
unclassified interview. Please start by telling me a little bit about yourself. Where are you from? When
did you join the Marines and what kinds of experiences have you had in the Marine Corps?

|Burgundy |E),( al(spent half of my life on a farm in Florida and the other half in Knoxville, Tennessee, and in a town
ed Townsend, right outside of Knoxville. 1 joined the Marine Corps right out of high school. 1

graduated on 19 May and met my drill instructor on 20 May. I was in the Delayed Enlistment Program for
364 days, so I knew I was going into the Marine Corps and was totally motivated to do so.

(ﬂ&&)at year was that?

Burgundy ).(5%892. My first duty station with the Marine Corps was here in Okinawa, Japan. I've also been to
Australia, Guam, the Philippines, Korea and Alaska for cold weather training. I've done the jungle
warfare training and I’'m about to do that again next week. My normal specialty in the Marine Corps is
3451, which is a fiscal budget technician, I'm basically a glorified bean counter, but I love getting out
there and playing hardball with the best of them.,

Garnet [f) d@ere did you do your Basic School  Parris Island?

|Burgundy|3),( bhm.
Garnet m&m did you learn that you would be deploying to Afghanistan?

|BU rgundy |E),( db(l@imed about it a few months before the team was put together. I volunteered to go because I’d been
manning a seven-man shop with two PFCs at the time and I’d gotten a Navy-Marine Corps Achievement
Medal (NAM) out of that, so they asked me what 1 wanted to do. [ said, “I want to be in the fight.” Before
I'knew it, I was on the embedded training team (ETT).

(M){ﬂ)en was the team formed?

Burgundy [s),( b)i6)October 2007. We arrived in Afghanistan in February. I remember landing in Kuwait on 21
February because that was my birthday. I was like, “Happy birthday to me. I'm in a war zone. Just what
I've always wanted.”

)v do the Marines organize an ETT?

|Burgundy b),( bbmm was the Regional Corps Advisory Command (RCAC), which was what I was first attached to
as a driver-gunner. Then there were subordinate commands to the RCAC that were designated to go to
different forward operating bases (FOBs).

Garnet ]Hid you have any prior experience teaching or training soldiers or Marines?

|Burgundy I}),( J(Byd eight semesters of JROTC in high school but I hadn’t been to any formal military school. I was
- an NCO and I was just expected to lead Marines as an NCO.
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(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

How much training did your ETT receive before you deployed to Afghanistan?

(b)(3),( b)(6),Burgundy

¢ were together for three months before we deployed and we became really tight. We went up to

Hawthome, Nevada, to do cold weather training to acclimate ourselves to high elevations and low
temperature arcas. We did a lot of team-building stuff and we wanted everyone to know that if one of us
got injured, the rest of us could take care of him medically. At one point, we gave each other IVs to prove
to each other that we could do it in case it came down to that.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

The Army has another name for that [Combat Lifesaver], but isn’t it something like a focused EMT

train

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

ing?

()(3).(b)(6).Burgundylyeg you might not get out of there with your arms and legs but we’ll keep you alive.

How much language and cultural training did you receive?

b)(3).( b)(6),BurgundJ We got a lot of that. They were trying to teach us some common phrases. They tried to give us this
one big speech on greetings, but I asked halfway through the class, “What if the guy doesn’t respond in

the exact way he’s supposed to? If we keep rambling on like this, we'll look like freakin’ idiots.” One part

of th

is training was that an Afghan would ask how our family was and we would respond, “They're fine.

How is your family?” What if he said something like, “Well, my family is dead”? You can’t respond
with, “That’s good to hear.,” You’d sound like an idiot. We were given a bunch of CDs, books to read and

| audio tapes to listen to jeach us. That was the mosthelp.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

Did you use electronic translators or anything like that?

b)(3),( b)(6),BurgundyiNg. We had interpreters.

Did you feel that you were pretty well ready for the mission and to go to Afghanistan?

(b)(3),( b)(6),Burgundy|Once the training was done? Yes. You can never be truly prepared, but with what the Marine Corps
gave us, I felt we had a good first step. Until you really get some rounds raining down on you, no amount

of training is going to tell you exactly how to respond. It’s training. It’s not the live deal.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

It sounds like you were pretty motivated for the mission?

b)(3).( b)(6),Burgundy Yes.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

ere did you initially deploy to once you got to Afghanistan in February 20087

|(b)(3),( b)(6),Burgundy|We went to Kabul and Camp Blackhorse. I was a driver-gunner for the command there and did lots of
missions to the other FOBs. Then we started the leave rotations for Marines who were going to take leave

ora

pass, and that’s when the driver-gunners were rotated farther out east to augment the ETTs that were

out there.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

What Afghan National Army (ANA) unit did you train?

b)(3),( b)(6),Burgundy

I wasn’t there long enough to be with them or get to know all of them. When I landed, I was only

with that team for three days before we were attacked. The plan was that I would be the old man on the
team because one of the Marjnes wa
time was finally up. Serges

s scheduled to rotate out. Corpogel(3),( b)fieyd been extended and his
gyas supposed to go on leave. When they rotated out, new Marines
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were supposed to rotate in to augment them, but I was

. supposed to be the focal person and the one wh
would be there the longest with 3 o
the sergeuat ngest with the team. Up to that day, though, I'd never even met Corpota (3),( b)(6)

(b)(3).( b)(6),Garnet ISO you basically had a three-man team with an ANA company?
D)(3),( b)(6),Burgun4!:orrec:. There were 25 ANA.

—

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet € two other Marines with you at Wanat?
m
P)(3),( b)(6),Burgundj-orporall - (b)(3),(b)(6) [and Sergﬂt{ (b)(3),( b)(6) ||Aqua |

(b)(3).( b)(6),Garnet |Are you in touch with either of them?

b)(3),( b)(6),Burgun
10.

YYes. I have sent the information you sent me to them, so they can get in contact with you if they want

(b)(3).( b)(6),Garnet| What day did you join the ANA unit?

#)(3),( b)(6),Burgungy0 July.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet|Where did you join them at?

b)(3).( b)(6).BurgundAt Wanat. The sergeant and I were helicoptered in along with some of the other ANA and a few
Army guys.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet|S0 you really didn’t have any chance to work with the ANA before that?

1B)(3).( b)(6),Burgungio. 1 was fresh on the block to train these individuals.

b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet What were your first impressions of this ANA unit?

b)(3).( b)(6),Burgund¥hey were like  lot of the other ANA I'd dealt with before. They weren’t the only ANA unit I'd ever
dealt with. In Kabul, I dealt with a lot of the ANA but they were higher ranks than these guys. They
wanted a lot of stuff. We’d given them their Halal meals, their form of MREs, and they ate them all in a
day and a half and wanted us to buy them more food. We told them they had to start rationing their food
the same way we were and that they would get more, but they didn’t want to wait. I wouldn’t say there
was any tension, but they were aggravated that we wouldn’t just do what they said and give them what
they wanted whenever they wanted it.

!

)(3),( b)(6),GarnetDid they have uniforms?

2)(3),( b)(6),Burgungyes.
b)(3),( b)(6),GarnetWere they battle dress uniforms (BDUs)?

))(3).( b)(6),Burgundyes.

(=)}

b)(3),( b)(6),GarnefWhat did they have for weapons?
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They had AK47s, a DShK, RPGs, and I think one of them had a nine millimeter.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet |So they basically had Soviet light weapons.

b)(3),( b)(6),Burgundy

[b)(3).( b)(6),BurgundyCorrect,

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet |Did they have any other equipment?

(b)(3),(b)(6),BurgundL They brought some cooking utensils but nothing else. They

equipment and just used whatever we had, but some of them had their

didn’t have any communications
own personal cell phones,

(b)(3),(b)(6).Garnet [So these guys ran cut of food...

b)(3),( b)(6),BurgundyNo, it wasn't like that. It’s like when you tell your kid, “You can’t have an :
] ou 1 i Y more because you've
caten all of yours.” But you have a box of it hidden away. We made sure they had food but we‘)(rioonly
¢ two-week supply and told them they had to ration it out, They ate it all
tl:)u:hwc had the rest of their meals locked on. They weren’t going to run out of food. We wouldn’t do that
em.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

: It sounds like you were wise to their ways,

;1;)(3),( b)(6),Burgun4)Uk¢ I said, this wasn’t the first ANA unit I’d dealt with,

(b)(3).( b)(6),Garnet|How were they set for water?

lb)(3)a( b)(6),Burgund3h'l=y were fine. There was a well right in the middle of town.

|(b)(3)'( b)(G)'Gametl They were culturally acclimated to drink right out of the weil and not have any problems?
b)(3),( b)(6),Burgund{Right.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet Had you previously served with the Army or specifically the 173rd Brigade?

|>)(3),( b)(6),Burgun4)l ’d done a good number of convoys with the Army at different FOBs, around other bases. ['d had
many encounters and dealings with the Army,

(b)(3),( b)(6),GarnetYou were comfortable with how the Army operated and did things?
D(3).()(6) Burgundes. The lieutenant [ L, Jonathan Brostrom. 2™ Plajoon Leader] they had said to us the day we

reported in, “You’re Marine NCOs. You know what the deal is. You know what the mission is. You take -

care of the ANA. We'll take care of this and we’ll be all set. If I have word to pass to you, I’ll pass it to
you. If you have word to pass to me, pass it to me.” He treated us as if he knew exactly what he expected

us to do and that there was no question we could get the job done. He gave us respect. We gave him
respect. We were both happy.

b)(3).( b)(6),Garnetlt sounds like you had a £good, strong working relationship right from the beginning,
B)(3),( b)(6),Burgundies. We all knew we were in a not so happy place. We all knew these guys wanted us dead more than

anything in the world. You’re not going to start a fight with somebody who might end up saving your life
a few hours later. That’s just not a good way to do business.
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| (b)(3),( b)(s),Garnetl What did you understand the mission at Wanat to be? What 1 d i i
KA et ol s nderstanding did you have of the

kb)(s),( b)(6),Burgund>l'l'hc mission I got was to secure the area so construction crews could come in and start buildi
ding a new
base: The base that was farther north had been abandoned because it could no longer be held. Itntﬁas just
costing too much money to support that base because everything had to be helicoptered in.

| (b)(3).( b)(6).Gamnet [That was Bella, correct?

|(b)(3),( b)(G),Garnetl How large of a contingent did the ANA have?

B)(3),( b)(6),Burgundyhere were 25 ANA,

| (0)(3),( b)(ﬁ)‘Garnetlnid they have a commander with them?

9)(3),()(6),Burgundy never knew his rank but there was one person who wanted to be in charge and one person who was

supposed to be in charge. I never could figure out his rank because one day he’d be wearing a major’s
insignia and the next day he’d be wearing a staff sergeant’s insignia.

|(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet| Can you give me a rundown of what you did from when you arrived at Wanat through the night of 12
July?

9)(3).( b)(6).Burgund¥he first day, we landed very carly in the moming and we started digging in. We got foxholes dug in
Just in case we were attacked. We had a Bobcat and that’s what we did most of our construction and

they forgot to send us the attachment that went from the tank to the hose and from the hose to the
gencrator, so it was completely useless. We had all this fuel but we couldn’t touch a drop of it. We
eventually found ways to get around that without destroying government property. Every night we were
told, “You're going to be attacked. You're going to be attacked.” But nothing ever happened. We were
Just getting fed up with it and figured they were just trying to spook the hell out of us to see what we'd
do. Every day we knew there were a lot of people around that didn’t like us, but we were Jjust trying to get
a feel for things. The day we showed up, the mayor and the chief of police left and a bunch of houses
around the town became vacant as well. So, we knew there were bad guys around. It wasn’t a question of
if we were going to get attacked; it was a question of when and how bad. There was no doubt in
anybody’s mind that we were going to get attacked there.

(o)(3),( b)(6).Garngtlt’s never a good sign when they clear out, is it?
)(3),( b)(6),BurgunfNo. That’s a big warning sign in the sky to leave, that this is not good territory to be in.
b)(3),( b)(6),Gamne{Tell me how the ANA were set up within the perimeter you had.
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b)(3).( b)(6).Burgundy| They had the northwest area. We’d given them an entire sector, about a quarter of the area to guard,

They’d dug in their fighting holes and put up the sandbags because that’s all we had. There were just
some sandbags and a few strands of concertina wire between us and the people of the city.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet

The northwest was roughly in the direction of that big building with the blue roof?
b3 b)(e),BurgundI/CONeﬂ- That’s where the mayor, or whatever title he was going by, lived and it overlooked the river,

| (b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet |Was there a squad or platoon of the ANA in there?

lb)(s),( b)(6),Burgund>|We had them all lined up over there,

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet | Were you Marines with them directly or did you have a separate fighting position?

lb)(s),( b)(e),BurgundJ/We had our own fighting position but it was only about 30 or 40 feet away from them. It was an area
where we could give them directions as well as provide cover to areas that hadn’t been already secured,
that didn’t have a fighting position already,

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet |It sounds like you were interlocked with the fields of fire from the paratroopers as well,

(b)(3),( b)(6),Burgundl/Yes.

(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | Did you choose that position or did Lieutenant Brostrom?

(b)(3).( b)(6).BurgundyThe licutenant said to us, “You have this area. I don’t care how you secure it but secure it.” We said,
“Aye, sir,” and we took care of it,

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnetf Let’s move on to the moming of 13 July. What time did you guys get up?

knowledge of the local area, so I got to go lead the patrol that moming. I told my interpreter to start
waking up the ANA around 0410, They had just started getting up and getting dressed at 0420 when the
very first RPGs, mortars and rounds started coming in.

|(b)(3),( b)(6),Garne§l From speaking with some of the Chosen Company soldiers, the initial fire was heavy and accurate.
ould you agree with that? '

$)(3).( b)(6).Burgundh, definitely. It was heavy, accurate and close. We're talking pistol range with RPGs — close. These

guys knew exactly what they wanted to hit first and what needed to get taken out right away. They hit the
Humvee with the TOW missiles three or four times to ensure it got blown up. They wanted that thing
gone as well as any other trucks that could give them trouble later on. They knew our weapons systems
and what they were capable of and what they weren’t. I remember the truck with the Mk-19 never
received any RPG fire, and with as close as they were, the Mk-19 round wouldn’t have even activated by
the time it hit the area. It was completely useless because they’d already breached that distance.

|(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet|'Ihese guys clearly knew where your positions were and your weapon capabilities.

4)(3),( b)(6),Burgundi¥es. There were civilians who were watching us all through the day. There was nothing we could do
to tell them, “You can’t watch us digging in the ground here.” They knew exactly where we were. You
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could do eye judgment 30, 40, 50 feet and then be in the city just walking around doing a pace count and

there was nothing we could do.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet |Ifthey didn’t have weapons, they weren’t hostiles,

b)(3),(b)(6),Burgund)flight. You can’t shoot somebody for walking around slowly.

(b)(3),( b)(6),Gamet |Especially not in their own town.

b)(3).(b)(6),BurgundifExactly.

| (b)(3),( b)(6),Garnet |Why don’t you tell me how the combat action progressed and what actions you and the ANA took

during the engagement?

(b)(3),( b)(6),Burgund}As soon as the mortar rounds started coming in, the Marines dived into the foxhole we had. The
corporal grabbed his M240 and started returning fire to a tree line where we were receiving a lot of RPG
and automatic fire from. The sergeant and I grabbed our M4s and started returning fire, giving as much
suppressive fire as we could. I looked back to see what the ANA were doing and they were just hiding. As
far as I know, they didn’t fire any of their personal weapons, but I don’t know if that's actually true or
not. It took me telling my ‘terp to throw a rock at the ANA commander and hit him in the head and tel]
him to start firing back to get them to start shooting. Even when they started doing that, they were
shooting straight up in the air so high that later on in the engagement, I had to tel] them to stop for fear
they would hit the helicopters that were giving us cover fire and basically keeping us alive. Their fire was
extremely inaccurate and misdirected. I don’t know if that was because they just had very poor training or
if they were intentionally doing it because they’d been paid off not to fight in the engagement. Two times
we saw insurgents walk up to within feet of their positions, firing RPGs, and the ANA never fired a round
back, As a personal opinion, I think they were paid off. I don’t know the official answer to that question
because 1 was never brought back to that unit with those ANA, but when you're in a fear for your life
kind of thing, you're going to fight back. Those guys didn’t fire off another round and I don’t know what
they did once the corporal and I went to the Topside observation post (OP) to reinforce there, When we
left, they were not engaging the enemy in battle, They were cowering, hiding and trying not to get shot in

the crossfire between the enemy and us.

(b)3).( b)(6).Garnet| How long were you at the main position before you went for the OP?

(ID)(3),( b)(6),Burgundh was there for over two hours. I know it took an hour and a half for the helicopters to show up. When
I finally saw the helicopters show up, I remember looking at my watch and thinking, “I can’t believe it
took them an hour and a half to get to us.” | always had thought that if you got into a firefight they were
going to be there lickety-split, but it was anything but that. Not that they were going slow or anything, but
they had a long way to go and they have to be careful they don’t run into a homnet’s nest waiting for them.
The enemy knows what we have. They know what we're capable of bringing to bear into a battle and they
will set up an ambush. They’ll even intentionally attack a smaller FOB just to draw in helicopters to try
and blow them out of the sky. I can look back on it now and not hold a grudge, but at that moment I was
pretty pissed that it took them so long to arrive. If those guys had shown up any later, they would have
rolled up on a graveyard. That’s how hard we were being pressed. It was getting pretty damn hard to keep
the enemy back. They were making bum rushes on the concertina wire and we were killing them as they

entered, right when they’d get inside the door.

b)(3).( b)(6).GarnetSo your perception was that the insurgents were trying to get through the concertina and overrun you

at that main position?
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b)(3).(b)(6),BurgundyYes. Even up at the top OP, there was an insurgent climbing over the top of the concertina wire.

| (b)(3).(b)(6).Gamet | This wasn’t a harassment attack.

Ib)(3)‘(b)(6),BUfgund)l No way. This was full-blown. They wanted every last one of us to stop breathing. They came with a

plan. They came with friends. They came with a fighting force big enough to stomp us into the ground.
Harassment would have been an hour or an hour and a half, maybe even two hours if they really wanted
to play. It wouldn’t be five hours of firefights where we were shooting people with nine mils. They
wanted us dead. There was no question about it,

| (6)(3),(b)(6),Gamet | At some point, you and Corpo

with the ANA?

b)(3),(b)(6),BurgundyCorrect. The radio had gone “hot mic” and we were hearing that the top OP was getting hammered

Elm

y badly. Jones and I looked at each other and said, “We have to go up there.” We started heading that
way. We ran to one OP and asked, “Who’s coming?” We then ran to the other little base that was inside
our base that had the main area where the Army guys had congregated and said, “Who else is coming?”
We got six more guys to join us, so we had eight in all. One of the guys popped smoke for us to cross an
open area. We waited for it to billow up and then got across. When we were heading to one of the OPs,
we almost ran into DShK fire. It had that OP pinned down and none of the guys could step out, look up or
move because if they did, they'd catch rounds. They just ducked down and were immobilized. We didn’t
have the firepower, though, to go into the buildings to try and hunt down the guy who had the DShK. We
knew that if we went into those buildings, none of us were going to make it out alive and that wouldn’t
help the mission at all.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |Thc DShK was in the hotel complex, is that correct?

Ib)(S),(b)(6),Burgund)IYeS- It was somewhere in there. I never got to see it but I saw the damage it created in the area. When

we stopped running and looked, you couldn’t miss where it had fired. When you see chunks of trees
missing, you know something came through there pretty quick and in a hurry.

(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet| What was the range between those buildings and the OP?

(|o)(3),(b)(6),Burgund[/Maybc 100 feet at the most. We were going point blank range, that’s why those guys couldn’t move.

It wasn’t because they were scared to move; it was just that there was no point for them to move. It would
Just get them killed quicker. If a quick reaction force (QRF) showed up or if they were able to call in an
airstrike on that building then they could move, but only if they stayed alive long enough to get to move. I
don’t hold any grudge against those guys. I would have done the exact same thing. The only reason
Corpo(u)(;m):l 1 ran out there was because we had the firepower to help out that top OP and there
was no reason not to. When one of the Humvees exploded with a TOW missile and it barbequed an
Afghan, we ran out, grabbed him and ran back. We weren’t thinking, “This guy could have just betrayed
us.” We were thinking, “He’s a fellow soldier who got wounded.” We just grabbed him and ran back. The
training took over and we just did it. .

| (b)(3),(b)(6).Garet | Tell me about your actions on the OP once you arrived there.

(p)(3).(b)(6),BurgundyThere were sandbags blocking the way. There was a controlled entrance area and we couldn’t get the

wounded through that small hole. I pushed over the sandbags. The wall they had built was a good four or
five feet high and three thick, but I just pushed it over so we could get out. When we got there, there were
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already a lot of wounded gathered in one area. The KIAs had been left where they fell because there was

no reason to endanger living people right at that moment to retrieve the bodies. Corpoga){3).(bjsnt down m
one tier with the 240 to cover one of the soldiers that had been more trained on the 240 than we had. [

went across the OP to the farther area. I took up a squad automatic weapon (SAW) that was lying there

and started to return fire and push back the enemy that had been trying to come up that way. At one point,

an insurgent came up the side and I shot him point blank with the SAW. [ was mavbe 20 or 30 feet away
from him, if that, That's whetn o KPXGS shot over top of ms and & Special)hink, gave me the[Oriole |
heads up that an RPG was coming in from my right. I ducked back, covered my face with my arm and

hand. The RPG came so close to my face that when it came by, it burned my middle finger. It hit a tree

about five feet away and threw me about 10 feet. I had a dime-sized piece in my arm and a few pieces in

my small arms protective insert (SAPI) carrier. I then got back up and got back on the SAW. I dumped off

four bags of ammunition.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |That's about 400 rounds.

lb)(S),(b)(6),Burgund3Ich. I was a tad bit angry. These guys had just tried to take me out and I was going to show them that
Tcould do the exact same to them. By doing that, I suppressed one area so the QRF that had shown up
could enter the building. I got their attention and the QRF came up behind them and cleared them out.
The insurgents were coming up the road but I was able to suppress that area so they stopped coming up
that way. A specialist who had been injured was directing my fire so I could accurately put rounds
downrange. I did that until I had actually lost the feeling and use of my right hand. The shrapnel in my
arm had been cutting the muscle and nerve endings, so I'd actually lost the ability to close and open my
hand so I wasn’t able to squeeze the trigger anymore. They then put me as the back area watch to make
sure no one snuck up behind us and to assist in the transportation of any WIAs and KIAs. I did that for
another hour until the birds started coming in more frequently and the battle was basically over. We'd
gotten two more QRFs in and things started to calm down a little and there wasn’t as much fire. They no
longer needed me there, so they put me on the very last bird that had all the KIAs in it. I flew from there
straight to Jalalabad Airfield (JAF) where I met up with some of the other Army soldiers who had been
wounded as well. We started talking back and forth and seeing who had lived and who had died, so we
could take a moment to remember them.

[ (b)(3).(b)(6),Garnet |Had you been up to the OP beforehand?

b)(3).(b)(6).BurgundyYes.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |So you had an idea of the layout and how the positions were set up?

(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|Yes. The sergeant and I had made a few circles around the entire area. We knew where the landmines
were placed at night to ensure we didn’t get in front of one of them if we got attacked at night.

[ (b)(3).(b)(6),Garnet |I understand they had Claymores out. Is that correct?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|Yes.

| (b)3).(b)(6).Gamnet |Did you know where those were?

(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy| Yes. We wanted to make sure no one, including the ANA, got in front of those Claymores at night.
We were all on edge and if you saw somebody walking from outside the perimeter to the inside, you
could pretty much guarantee they were going to get shot.
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(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |W||ere did you eventually get evacuated to?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|I ended up at JAF. It took everybody a little while to figure out where I was. They knew I"d been
wounded so they were looking for me on the birds that had carried the wounded, not the KlAs. I got to
JAF and they cut off my shirt because of all the blood that was on it, They didn’t know what wounds I
had sustained, because 1 had the blood of all the other guys 1 had carried and helped locate all over me.
They were about to start cutting off my pants and I was like, “Hey, that’s the only thing I got left.” I told
them, “You can just take them off. There’s a belt and buckle and buttons. They work.” They took X-rays
of my arm and determined that the shrapnel was too deep to try and get out. They were afraid to do any
surgery on it for fear that they might cut some nerves. After a few hours, I was actually able to start
moving my fingers again. I still have limited two-point distinction and I can’t really gauge temperatures
with my hand either. Hot things seem lukewarm. They gave me a piece of ceramic that they had put into &
microwave and when I grabbed it, I just held it my hand. They said, “You do know that thing is like 210
degrees, right?” I was like, “No. It just feels warm.” When I dropped it down, I had blisters on my hand.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | So you're going to have to be pretty careful with that.

b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy Yes.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |Are you still healthy enough to stay in the Marines?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy Definitely. All it means is that during handshakes, 1 can crush somebody’s hand and I won't feel it if
they crush mine.

(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet [ would assume that in cold weather situations, you’re going to have to be pretty careful with it

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|DeﬁnitCIy. 1 also have two girls so I have to be careful to test their bath water with my left hand
instead of my right hand to ensure it’s not too hot for them.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |Did you stay at JAF or did they ship you back any further?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|l stayed at FOB Huey for a few days so the doctors could keep an eye on me and make sure the piece
oF metal didn’t move or cause an infection. I was then shipped back to FOB Blackhorse where 1 just
picked up and continued my duties as the NCO of the gunner-drivers.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | When did you eventually return from Afghanistan?

[6)(3).(6)(6)Burgunay18 November.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | Do you have your family with you in Okinawa? -

b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy Yes, My wife and two daughters are here. We have a three-year-old and a one-year-old.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | That’s great. I'd like to clarify a couple things if I may. How much interaction was there between the
paratroopers and the ANA? Did they work together at all?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|They worked together off and on. When we tried to get the locals to talk to the ANA, they were kind
of hesitant to do so, especially if there were any US military with them. That’s what first really put us on
edge, that they didn’t want to talk with us and the military. The ANA worked with the paratroopers when
they were trying to get communication when the mayor and chief of police showed back up. That’s when
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the real interaction between the two started. Up to that point, there was an uneasy truce, 1 would say.
Anything the Afghans asked of the Army, they ran through us.

(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | What kind of direction or guidance did you get from the Army leadership during the engagement?

(e were kind of cut off from them given where we were, especially with the “hot mic” on the radio.

The only time we dealt directly with the Army and fell under them was when we got to OP Topside. They
told us that that was our sector to cover and we were to make sure no one got through. We knew what we
were supposed to do and we were making sure nobody got through that sector.

|_(b)(3) (h)(B) Garnet |Were you on the platoon radio net?
(b)(3),(b)(6),BurgundyfYes.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |I understand that there were two nets or frequencies you were working?

(§)(3),(b)(6).Burgundy es.

| (b)(3).(b)(6),Gamet | And you were on the platoon one?

db)(3),(b)(6),Burgund]/y¢s_ That was the more internal one for at night, night watches. It was internal between OP Topside
and our main base. The other was used to communicate back to Blessing through the tactical satellite
(TACSAT). '

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |So that one was the company command net?

()(3),(b)(6),BurgundyCorrect.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |What lessons did you learn from your time in Afghanistan? Do you think the experiences have made
you a better Marine?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|I think so. Every time after that battle, I always carry a few extra magazincs inside my bug-out bag. I
actually ran out of ammunition twice during the battle, When you have people running at you and all of a
sudden you run out of ammo, it makes for a pretty unhappy feeling. I always made sure [ had enough
ammo after that. I'm also a lot more confident giving commands and if I screw up, I screw up, but at least
I made a decision and didn’t just sit there. It wasn’t as if any of us did that, not even remotely, or we'd all
have been dead. Even though my normal job is to manage funds, I don’t have any fears that I'll ever
freeze up in this kind of situation because I've been through it and I now know that I won’t.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | What was your basic load for the M4?

(L)(3),(b)(6),Burgund The normal bandolier we have that’s attached to our SAPI carrier carries eight magazines. We always
Fad our weapons at condition three, which is magazine inserted but no round in the chamber. That meant 1
always had nine magazines on me as well as three additional ones in my bag.

[ (6)(3),(b)(6).Gamet_| Were these 20-round mags?

(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy Yes, well, that’s how many I had in my mags so I could memorize and also keep the spring from
becoming old and not pushing the rounds up like it’s supposed to.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet bid you put a couple tracers in at the end of the magazines?
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lb)(3),(b)(6),Burgund)Il had two night mags which held nothing but tracers. If we were attacked at night, I could throw in

that mag and mark a target with the tracers. If you hit a tracer on rock or something, the phosphorus will
hit it and still burn away. It’s a good way to mark a target for range finding. For my other mags, I put
tracers as the first two rounds and then every fifth round after that was tracer. I also put three rounds on
my final one to tell me to put in & new mag.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |Are you going to make the Marine Corps a career?

(i>)(3),(b)(6),Burgund es. | already reenlisted once to ensure that I'd have a chance to deploy. I came from my last duty
station to Okinawa so I would be in a deployable unit. I have no doubt that I will make the Marine Corps

[ (b)(3).(b)(6),Garet |Is there anything else you'd like to add to this interview about your time in Afghanistan, in particular
the fight in Wanat?

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy |1 learned not to turn my back on the Afghan National Police. Also, just because the ANA are our
allies doesn’t mean they won't steal from us. On my very last operation, I had my recon pack and my
night-vision goggles stolen. They didn’t have any problem stealing from us. It makes it kind of hard to
help someone who has no problem stealing from you. They’re getting better but they still have a long way
to go.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |Well, they’re still a pretty new army and they’re still learning, aren’t they?

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy|Deﬂnitely. Some of these guys have been fighting since they were five, and not just street fighting.
I'm talking about professional fighting. They change armies all the time, too, though, so they don't see
being in the army s a career. They simply say, “I"|[ be on this side for this fight and then on this side for
that fight” Half the people they’re fighting against they know, because in the last war they were
comrades and this time they’re on opposite sides.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |That makes it tough to train them, doesn’t it?

(b)(3),(b)(6),BurgundyExactly. They’ll pull something like, “Come on, man. I’'m your buddy. Remember when [ saved your

Tfe that time? Come on, I just need one shipment of rifles. It's not that big of a deal.” All of a sudden you
have an entire crate of AK47 rifles missing.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet | Sounds like maybe that’s a cultural thing, but also property accountability is pretty weak.

{b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundyllt was when we got there, but as we left they were getting much better at it. We saw people showing
up with boots on and trying to present themselves as an actual army. It was actually motivating to sec
people who no more than a week ago were the most ragtag people you'd ever seen in your life who you
wanted to beat with a switch, to see them change into a well-trained, semi-disciplined army.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet |So during your nine months in Afghanistan, you saw the ANA improving?

|(b)(3),(b)(s),Burgundy{Deﬁnilcly. There’s no doubt in my mind that they improved dramatically while we were there,

[ (b)(3).(b)(6).Garnet | That’s encouraging. Where are you headed next?

kb)(3),(b)(6),Burgund)ll’m actually heading to recruiting school in October.
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|(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet| Do you know where you'll be recruiting?

(b)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy,

I’m hoping for an area in southern California.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet

|l hope that goes well for you.

(}))(3),(b)(6),Burgundl/Thank you.

|(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet| Thank you very much fo

our time. If you think of anything you want to add, please let me know.

Elm ‘
[(6)(3),(b)(6),Burgundy [There is one thing. Corpof][3),( bjieas been put in for the Silver Star, Sergeanth)(3).( b) (@S been put

Tn for the Bronze Star and I have bee

nut in for the Bronze Star, too.

(b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet

Did the other two Marines get wounded or are they okay?

0)3).b)

(6),Burgundy{ They’re fine. I was the only Marine who was wounded in that engagement.

| (b)(3),(b)(6),Garnet

|0Icay, thanks very much again.

END OF INTERVIEW

Transcribed by| (b)6) |
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