SWORN STATEMENT

My name i5| (0)(3), (b)(6) I am assigned to Chosen
Company, 20d Battalion, S03° RAlrborne, located on| (b)(6) |
(b)(6) | 1 am currently a Staff Sergeant in the United

States Army and my occupational field is Alirborne Infantryman.

I arrived in on & July 2006. My platoon was assigned to
Camp Bella during the winter months from November 2007 to March
or April. In July 2008, I was assigned to Chosen Company, 2™
Rattalion, 503" Rirborne located at Wanat, Afghanistan. At this
time I served as first squad, 289 platoon, alpha team leader.

when we arrived at Camp Bella in November 2007 we took over for
1°* platoon, which had suffered massive losses due to an ambush
that killed 6 U.S. soldiers. Camp Bella was nothing but
mountains all around it. It was 1ike a big fish bowl. The FOB
itself was set down low next to the river., There wasn’'t any
ground lower than where we wWere. The outpost itself sat on a
mountain approximately 300 meters uphill to the west by scuth-
west of the FOB, There was not very much fortification at Camp
Bella when we first arrived, but by the time we left we had
triple strand concertina wire and filled Hesco’s. The outpost
took numerous types of renovations from sandbags to Hesco walls
and plywood. We re-fortified the area, but there were still
areas that not much could be done due to the terrain. It was
difficult to re-fortify the gate because of the location of the
17. We ran the risk of having anything we put up possibly being
knocked down by the helicopters when they came in. We re-
fortified all fighting positions.

We learned of the possible re-location to Wanat within the first
four months of being in country. We heard rumors of possibly
puilding a FOB closer to Camp Bella and Camp Blessing. We had
made numerous trips to Wanat. We walked there a few times, but
mostly drove just so we could test out the roads and on one
night we even stayed overnight in Wanat and left the next
morning. Most of the trips we made to Wanat occurred before the
move to Camp Bella, in the summer of 2007. The purpose of the
trips was to conduct Key leader engagements.

We conducted a site survey for the move to Wanat. WNe were
mostly concerned about finding a suitable landing zone for the
helicopters and moved up the mountain to look for dead spaces to
the east of where the position was set. We noticed dead spaces,
numeroug houses, and also started pointing out the good and bad

things of the area. At this oint we were not sure if we were
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going to set up at this location. My thoughts on the potential
OPp position were that there was really only one place we could
set up and that was the actual place where the OP was set up-
The reason for that was that we were able to see into the dead
space the pest we could. We were right on the edge of the
mountain and had trees and rocks that could be used for cover.
Everywhere else on the terraces on the mountain to the east had
ne type of cover. We had thoughts that once we got established
were maybe we could push further up the mountain. We thought
that the best thing to do was put an oF on one of the mountain
sides in order to see the FOB and see everything around it
including the dead space located north to north—-east of the QPf.

We did not have any concerns with setting into this location
until we realized how late we Wwould be setting in, which was two
weeks before we were supposed to leave. All key leaders
engagements had been completed prefore then, there was talk about
us moving there, there wWas contracts being worked up, which
meant by some chance if someone in the village of Wanat was bad,
the AAF would have known about the move and would have had all
+hese months to prepare for one particular fight. 1 expressed
these concerns to other members of my platoon and my 1%* line
supervisor, staff Sergeant:ZEEEEﬁij I do know there were other
people who nhad concerns, but we all knew the purpose behind the
move was to build a remote outpest. Wanat would allow us to get
to the FOB by air, walking, or by trucks. ORF to Camp Bella was
only accomplished by helicopters and rain dependant the
helicopters are not going to fly, so if something happens there
pur guys are stranded. 1 agree that there should have beeén
something closer, which was Wanat. However, I think that
waiting until two weeks pefore we were supposed to leave country
after a 1% month deployment, morale was low and the AAF had
plenty of time to prepare in case we did move there.

My platoon sergeant seemed to be preparing the move to Wanat
fine in regards to timing. He stated we had water; the
engineers were going to come out with us. Prior to us leaving,
the only problem we ran into was the changing of the move dates
to Wanat. We first received word we were going on 1 July 2007,
We were told we were moving out there on 4 July 2007. It got a
little close to 4 July and the move did not happen. Then after
that it was one day we were going and the next day we were not.
1f 1 remember correctly, I believe the reason we did not leave
the first time they said we were moving was because all the

supplies we needed had not come in yet. They were waiting for
more Hesco’s and water.
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We arrived in Wanat early on g8 July 2p07. It was raining
neavily so all that night we all stayed in rhe HUMMVEE’S and
pulled 1008 security. We nad stepped out once or twice to setup
clamores and double check the clamores. We had a tight
perimeter within our yehicle contreol base. We worked on
rotations for the gunners as well as rotaticns for the drivers.
Later that avening when the sun proke and the rain stopped. we
dismounted selected individupals, on€ or WO individuals from
each truck.

1 had two camel backs of water with me and we also nad a truck
that had been filled with MRE’s and about three or four cases of
water. Ouxr SOP’s for the truck was to carry three cases of
water and three cases of MRE’s. The other trucks had some type
of tow bar or LOwW strap and two additional fuel cans on the
pack. 1 know in our truck we had loaded two speedballs loaded
with SAW ammoe, extra 356 rounds, hand grenades, and smoke
grenades.

There were a couple of people that made comments on how they
could use more ammunition just for re-fortification purposes.
We just wanted to make sure we had as much ammunition as
possible.

There was a lack in water and utilities. We were under the
impression +hat on & July 2007 as soon as the sun broke, we
would start receiving re-supplies. They would also be bringing
in the ANA, extra water, extra ammo, and a bebcat to help build
the Hesco’s. We also understood that that if we did not get air
every single day to drop—off supplies then we would get it every

other day. The platoon did not receive the supplies it expected
to receive.

We needed more water bacause there were fnumerous times when we
were not able to work during the day due to being low on water.
We would work early in the morning before the sun would come up
and in the early evening right when the sun started to go down.

We needed concertina wire and more pickets to pound the
concertina wire into the ground. We were not able to do triple
strand concertina wire around the OP because we did not have
enough pickets. All the pickets we had were used to ¢o arcund
the vehicle control pase. We were told we would get some more,
but they never came. I had to use rocks and place them at the
pottom of the concertina wire to hold it in place and was only
able to string a single strand around the OP. During the battle
2t Wanat, I personally witnessed one eneny force that came
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inside the north border of the OP. This individua} would have
nad to negotiate the single strand of concertina wilire to be
inside the OP.

Fortifying our positions was difticult, We started runn;nq Llow
on sandbags close to the end and we had one Bob;at to ?l%l Bft
Hesco' 5. We had E-tools for digging our fighting positions and
on the second day there Wwe got one Or LWO actual shovels. The
soil was easy o dig after the rain, but once the sun broke
during the next five days the ground was pretty hard. We had 2
good OF for peing there for five days, but it could have been
petter if we had more supplies. 1f we had the water supplies to
work throughout the day we probably would have had sandbags
stacked up higher by the evening of 12 July 2007.

We decided against overhead cover in case we started to get
attacked from the higher ground. Tf we had overhead cover it
would have only been 3 cammo net, and we did not want to have to
fire and try and 3e€e€ the enemy through the nets. The plywood we
had was first used for the mortar pit to hide it from the enemy
and to also give it some sort of protection. Also, there is not
much overhead protection you can put up with plywood without
naving support beams, which we did not have.

We knew we were going to make contact with the eneny at Wanat
pased off of the jocation and what we had heard through rumors.
The threat level was higher than usual, but we did not think we
would get hit like we did. We were not planning on being
completely surrounded or the village being overrun by Talibkan.

on OP topside on 13 July 2007, there were three positions. One
facing out to the north directly over the dead space with a 240
set up, there was a pesition to the east by south-east on a
1ittle bit of higher ground with a 240 set up, and the last one
to the south covering every other area mainly to the south and
had a 203, M-4 and a SAW set up. We had Staff Sergeant

®E), b)6) | position below us angling in the same direction

towards the road along with an ANA checkpoint guarding the road.

Wwe toock the ANA ocut with us on a few missions prior to Wanat.
They would hand out HA (Humanitarian Ald) and we did a couple of
CONOP’s with the ANA. Compared to the ASG, the ANA was better.
They seemed to want to fight to make a difference. Some people
told me they did good on 13 July 2007 and some told me they did
bad, but I personally have not had any problems with them
wanting to fight in the time that 1 knew them.
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] stand-to ever morning. We would usually wake up
titi;i ihiity minutes if the stand £o. gometimes it would last
and hour and sometimes it would last TWOC hours. I Know that on
the might prior to the atrtack we did a stand-to as well.

Through the night we always had Lwo men up- One was on the LRAS
and another on the CQBS checking the ridgeline to the west. I
spent my whole time from B July 2007 through 12 July 2007 at the

DF.

on the evening of 12 July 2007, the evening before the battle,
we had twWo 240's, a SAH, 1 had a 203, and everyone else had M-
4's, We also had an LRAS system and pamercus COBS’ s night
optics. Once I got hit I went to the CCE. We designate@ my
fighting position tO be the CCP. 1 gave my weapon to Rainey=
During my interview 1 may have said spC | 0)@). M| but meant sec|Plum |
Rainey- and at that peoint and time my weapon had ne nalfunctions
at all. I had actually just cleaned my weapon the night before
and put 2 fresh coat of CLP on the bolt and inside the chamber.
My weapon worked fine. The 203's were in good condition and 1
checked them before wWe moved up there. He took my weapon, and
shortly after cameé pack and tossed me an M-4.

The M-4 I got must have fell into the dirt because as soon as 1
charged it pack I noticed that the whole nolt was covered in
sand and dirt. I attempted to fire this weapon once and I got
one shot out of it pefore it malfunctioned. I eventually had to
peint it away from me and use My foot to kick down the charging
nandie to get the pbolt loase and extract the bad round. From
that point I was able to fire off a couple more shots before it
malfunctioned again. Rainey stated that the enemy was running
in through the dead space. They were coming in through the
north-east by east down through the dead space going through the
village and shooting at our guys. He wanted my weapotl and start
firing into the dead space. I did not distinctly hear him fire
that or the 203 due to cother weapdns being fired at the same
time. The 240'3 and the SAW worked properly.

At the time of the move to Wanat it was & vehicle patreol base
pecauge we had no hard covers and nething built. However, WwWe
called it a COP. We were under the understanding we would have
vehicles staged here pointing out strategic locations and we
would start a good groundbreaking for the incoming unit. The
incoming unit was Lo take over and finish building. We wanted
to establish a good pase for them and at least have good

fighting pesitions up for them while they were building up their
FOB.
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I learned of the gecision ro move from Wanat

can see why they
we couldn’t trust the locals,

Landshtul. 1

area was not friendly,

surrounding high ground did not make
that before we went there.

wish they would have realized

moved our forces from there.

while I was at
The

and the

things easier. However, L
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