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ALY 70
ATTENTION OF

(b)(2)High | 13 August 2008

Afghanistan APO AE 09354

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations - Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

1."(FOUG)- Appointment. On 14 July 2008 | was appointed by COL| . 016 | Chief
of Staff, Combined Joint Task Force — 101 to conduct an informal investigation pursuant
to the provisions of Army Regulation 15-6 into the complex attack and the resulting
deaths and injuries that occurred on or about 13 July 2008 at Wanat Village, Kunar
Province'. This report is organized into facts, findings, and recommendations.

FACTS

2. {FOUQ) Recent Historical Context. The events of 13 July 2008 are best understood
in the context of events that took place in the Waygul Valiey over the preceding twelve
months. In June of 2007 Task Force Rock (2-503IN, 173d ABCT) assumed
responsibility for the area of operations that included the Waygul Valley? as an
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Regional Command East (RC-E) and
aspartol o+ headquartersd in Jalaiabed, Afghanistan. The Waygul Valley
features extremely steep, rugged, mountainous terrain reaching elevations of between
8,000 and 9,000 feet® and is one of the most dangerous areas of operations in RC-E*,

'SeeEbeilG(AppohnnentMema‘aMumandhvesﬁgaﬁmClrondogy).

(b)2)High asi:lgned to
to CJTF-
01 IN March of 2008) as an intemational Security Assistance Force (ISAF).
Storyboard, and Exhibit 101, CONOP Rock Move,

3 See Exhibit 2, Battle of Wanat AR 15-8 Investigation
for detelled overhead imagery depicting the terrain in and around Wanat,

—SECRET/NOFORN-
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local population and more importantly, seek to connect them with the Govemment of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (GIRoA) while the Anti-Afghan Forces (AAF) actively
attempts to prevent GIRoA legitimacy®. As part of their attempt to usurp the legitimate
power of the Afghan govemment, the AAF initiated a large percentage of the contact
with mortar attacks against ISAF bases or ambushes of ISAF patrols in an attempt to
slow or deny coalition force (CF) positive interaction with the local national population.’
The freedom of movement experienced by the AAF in Waygul District would not be
possible without the passive and active support of the local population and the
weakness of the government. Several incldents demonstrate the AAF threat in the
Waygul Valiey and puts the threat facing Chosen Company on 13 July 2008 in Wanat.

“ See Exhibit 2, maWMm1u:mmst.immammmmm : :
AAF. Including an ED KIA of MAJ)6). (31 Oct 06), the Ranch House attack resulting in 11 WiAs (22
Aug 07), the Aranas ambush resuiting in 8 U.S. KlAs, 8 U.S. WiAs (8 Nov 07), SFC Kahler shooting (26

Jan 08), the attack on U.S. convoys leaving shuras (26 May 08), 1-4 Jui 08 attacks on COP Bella before
the 13 Jul 08 sttack at Wanat. .

5Eﬂeaivegovmneeismplleatedbytheﬁdmatmesovemmmtofme lslamic Republic of
Afynnfshncomid«sztobepandKumevmmmepaopleofwm the shuras and
thmmthWMbumeWCapudwwDWawapanof

61, Statement of LTC dﬂedi&JulOSwhmhenotesﬂwerezs'nomadawessmonher' :
[Aranas or Betia] no govermment present, or security forces present.” Diamond

© See Exhibit 2, Battie of Wanat AR 15-6 investigation Storyboard and Exhibit 55, Statement of CPT
(b)(3), (b)(6) dated 17Jul0&Mhesﬁlns‘ﬂremyfawardhtomeWaygulisagradual push from
SN Thaw securaarea(Pod:RlvaValey)pmhhgprogrmnorﬂ\frun Nangalam. This will allow the

IoealpeopleinWmttobowlmnclou-proxhnityofoxpaMing progress by way of economic
development and improving infrastructure. This gradual push of progress will also aliow increased
involvement of ANSF that will allow them to independently to build up their population, which is the
uitimate goal of the mission in Afghanistan.”

? See Exhibit 2, Batiie of Wanat AR 15-6 Investigation Storyboard and Exhibit 58, Statement of CPT

dMZSJuIOB.mmm'mhmiMﬂMﬂunw;mlnmymlndms
an indirect fire attack on the VPB. Themyhmamusmlyconducumon by fire (tasting our
m)mdmmbmlDlemﬁombMabrgoaM'

SECRET/NOFORN-
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(b)(2)High
gﬂm 15-8 investigation Findings and Reco,
R me Ve
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casuaities, 1r3nu;ua zooﬁ%ns Vehicle Patrol

Paratroopers prevented the Ranch House from being completely overrun®. The Ranch
House was subsequently closed as had been planned for several weeks prior®.
b.FOUO)-Aranas Attack. On 9 November 2007 Paratroopers from 1% Pigtoon.
Chosin Company with their ANA Counterparts were returning from a shura that was held
with the| G)@igh lpreviously constructed by the unit, The topic
of discussion for the shura held earlier that day was future development projects for
Aranus. On their retum to Camp Beila the platoon was ambushed on the treacherous
mountain pathways. 6 Americans were killed and 8 were wounded. Two ANA Soldiers
were killed and three were wounded. Contrary to the local customs, the local elders
took no responsibility for the attacks and offered no condolences™.

¢ {FOUO) SFC Matthew Kahler. Following the closure of the Ranch House, the
northem-most ISAF outpost in the Waygui Valley was COP Bella located approximately

14 kilometers north of Camp Blessing and manned by a rotating platoon from Chosen
Company, 2-503d Infantry. On 26 January 2008, SFC Matthew Kahler, the Platoon
Sergeant (PSG) for COP Bella, was killed by ASG at Observation Post (OP)

® See Exhibit 107, statements regarding Ranch House attack.

‘TheucisiontodoeemeRsnchHousewasmadehpatductoltsrehﬁvevumbﬂitytoauackgiven
its remote location and small size. See Exhibit 61, LTC(1)(3) (b)(6)staternent.

"0 See Exhibit 107.
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LU%EHL
CT: AR 158 Investigation Findings and Recomm

Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 J:m ~ Vehicie Patro)

his job and disappeareq™".

-"{FOUO} The entire chain of command agreed that COP Belia was extremely
vulnerable sitting in a tight valley and accessible only by rotary wing aircraft, which were
at great risk every time the aircraft flew into COP Bella. Based on these risks, the
brigade and battalion leaders agreed that finding an alternate base o COP Bella in the
Waygu! District was nacessary to improve the force protection for Chosen Company
while stili accomplishing its mission of connecting the people with the locai govemment.
Since providing legitimacy to and improving partnership with the Waygul District
Govemment is a key component of the counter-insurgency fight, it was a logical choice
to relocate the CF near the Wanat District Center. The district level partnership is a
successful model in eastem Afghanistan: it increases security for the district governor,
secures the area for infrastructure development, facilitates ANP training, and fosters an
improved connection between the population and government while minimizing
corruption at the local level—all of which were desirable to the local community in
Wanat. Locating a platoon from Chosen Company near and moving Bella to Wanat
also allowed Coalition Forces ground access from Camp Blessing (TF Rock
headquarters). Furthermore, moving near the district canter would allow the CF and
local government to build a foundation from which to project good govemnance to the
northem region of Wanat District. The movement of COP Bella to VPB Wanat was
discussed by the chain of command for a year'?. The decision to move Bella to Wanat
was made in the beginning of June 2008. The decision to relocate was delayed due to

' See Exhibit 108, AR 15-8 Investigation regarding SFC Matthew Kahler's shooting.
" See email from LTC)(3), (0)¢to COL[(5)3), (0)(0)| dated § August 2008, Exhibit 114. [Diamond] [Hotel |

—SECRET/NOFORN-
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(b)(2)High
LSUW:A‘R 15-6 Investigation Findings and Reco j
mmend -
Base (VPB) wanat Compiex Attack and Casualties, 13 July Z%%%ns Vehicie Patrol

the difficulties in securing the land for VPB Wanat®. After the land was secured, the

of the actions of CF in the area_'*

Establishing VPB in Wanat Village
Seattle
5-(FOUG) On 8-6 July 2008, an element of 45 (minus CPTi(), t)land SGT |, ©)and

[Burgundy| CPLP)®). ©)4'® ISAF Paratroopers under the overall command of Chosen Company, 2-
503d Infantry (Airbome) established and occupied Vehicle Patrol Base (VPB) Kahler'®,
about 6-8 kilometers north of Camp Blessing”. The ISAF Force consisted of: five
combat engineers from the 62d Engineer Battalion; a three man TOW missile team from
Destined Company; six mortar men from Chosen Company; and 29 paratroopers of 2d
PLT, Chosen Company™. First Lieutenant (1LT) Jonathan Brostrom, the platoon

™ According to the TF Rock Battalion Commander, LTC Wiliam b)(3), (b)(6 it took about ten months to
acquire the land. See Exhibit 61.

“ Sea gxhibit 1086, (b)(2)High 15-8 Investigation — COP Bella Allegations of Civilien
Casualties, 04 July . Seattle

' See Statements of CP1 b){Exhibits 55-68); Exhibits 7-9 (Statements of SGT _(b)(3), (b)(6) |and Exhibit
60, Statement of CPLb)(3), (b)(6 Burgundy

"VBPKahbrwasnmedaﬂetthecmsmCompalyphtoonsmntwhowaskilledbyth-ASGguard
atOPSpeedbumpthprovidodoverwatdﬁorCOPBelh. This was a Vehicle Patrol Base not a
CmbatOutpoat(COP)asmwndyw in the media immediately following the Battie of Wanat.
' Camp Blessing headquartered 2-503IN, TF Rock.

'® See Exhibit 2, Storyboard, disposition of personnel on 12 July slide.

—SECRET/NOFORN-
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(b)(2)High
tSUW:A‘R 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patro|
Base (VPB) Wanat Compiex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
leader, was the highest ranking military officer A two-man Embedded Training Team
(ETT) of Marines and 24 Afghan Nationa} Army Paratroopers also partnered with the
Coalition Forces (CF) {o establish the VPB, bringing the total manpower at Wanat to 72
troops™®,

6.{FOUG) The village of Wanat sits in the central Waygul Valley, which is one of the
steepest valleys in eastern Afghanistan. It sits at approximately 4,000 feet with
mountains towering to 8,600 feet immediately to the west, to 7.000 feet immediately to
the southeast and 1o 6,300 feet to the northeast®®. The village of Wanat also sits at the
intersection of a largedrawtotheeastsideofthe vilage with a moderate slope with
terraced sides Supporting numerous trees and local villagers’ homes. Along the west
side of the valley runs the Waygul Valley River, which provides high speed avenues of
approach to the north and south with the road running along the east bank of the river.
The VPB's location was adjacent to the Wanat bazaar, just south of the Wanat District
Center. From 8-12 July 2008, the Paratroopers, ETT. 8, and ANA steadily improved the
VPB by establishing fortified positions with the existing terrain, sandbags, and earth-
filled Hesco barriers®'. They took shifts working, resting, and pulling guard duty in gun

. turrets of their up-armored HMMWV's. Contracted civilian construction equipment was

delayed from 10 to 13 July™®. In the meantime the occupants of VPE Wanat made what

' See Exhibit 2, Battle of Wanat AR 15-6 Storyboard, Task Organization Stide for full manpower.

® See Exhibit 2, Battle of Wanat AR 15-6 Investigation Storyboard, and Exhibit 101, CONOP Rock Move,
for detailed overhead imagery depicting the terrain in and around Wanat.

2 PP " -
See all of the Soldier's statements regarding activities at VPB Kahler between 8-12 July 2008. Ses
Exhibits 13 and 25, Statements of SSG_(1)3), (0)(5) | and SFC)(3), (b)(| where they detail the priorities
security ncluding building fighting positions, establishing
primary and secondary sectors of fire, Mmaintsining 100% security, establishing an OP and laying out

[UNCLASSIFIED| 002045
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

improvements they could with the resources at hand?. In addition to constantly
improving the overall force protection of the VPB, the main efforts were establishing a
well fortified ammunition supply point (ASP), a mortar pit, and a command post (CP).
They emplaced pickets and concertina wire around the perimeter. Additionally, there
were two traffic control points (TCPs) established along the road in front of the VPB,

one manned by ANA and the other by 2™ Platoon. Eor security, the Paratroopers
continuously manned the vehicie-mounted heavy machine guns in each HMMW\V24,
Above the VPB to the east, the Paratroopers built an OP, named OP “Top Side" which
sat on slightly higher ground than the rest of the VPB atthe base of a terraced spur
which rose to the east®™>. OP Top Side| (b)(2)High |

(b)(2)High

7. {FOUO)- During the establishment of VPB Wanat, its occupants observed local
Afghans closely monitoring their position as they loitered in the bazaar or walked past

# Some Soldiers complained of a lack of water, sandbags, and equipment need to build the VPB.

Romeo| * See Exhibit 62, Statement of (0)(3). (0)6) |(“The first thing I did wae establish the 60mm mortar
fire point. . . the morter firing point ") Also see Exhibit 2, Storyboard, Exhibits 55-58
Statements of CPT|(3), () Exhibit 100, base defense pian, Exhibit 101, CONOP Rock Move.

Cyan| *see Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT/(5)3). ()(6) lfor a detaied description of OP Topside.

Cyan| % Thereis a detailed diagram of OP Top Side in SGT statement (Exhibit 63) and photographs are
included in Exhibit 2 (Investigation Storyboard).

X13_| %" See Exhibits of TOW personnel, Exhibit 34 (Statement of SSG| (1)(3), (b)(6) ), Exhibit 20 (Statement of
haki (0)3). (0)(6) ), and Exhibit 48, (Stetement of SPC (b)(3), (0)(6) ).
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2)High
LSE%%‘?‘#:A‘R 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations - Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
the VPB, They perceived hostility from the men, but did not observe any overt threats
from them or positively identify them as AAF. On several occasions a local elder| ©© |
advised 1LT Brostrom that an AAF attack on VPB Wanat was imminent, but
provided no details®. However, there are normally several intelligence reports for base
attacks on a daily basis in the Waygul Valiey and the command was taking the
appropriate force protection measures™. The ANP garrison nearby was
uncommunicative at best, deliberatety failing to inform US and ANA leaders at the VPB
about a meeting with locals aboLt security in the area®. On 12 July 2008, CPT )(3). (v([Oscar |
the Chosen Company Commander, arrived at VPB Wanat and assumed overall
command in order to provide leadership and help ensure the platoon received adequate
resources for the construction of the VPR3, On 12 July 2008, the TOW missile team
observed fifteen men™ moving in the mountains across the river to the west, but could
not positively identify a hostile act or demonstration of hostile intent and could not fire at
them under the ISAF rules of engagement (ROE). The same day, water began flowing
through an irrigation ditch feeding an unused field near OP Top Side. SPC ()(3). ()6 and [Fig

* See Exhibit 13, Statement of SSG (D)), (0)6) |("There sesmed 1o be a fittle more foot traffic along

the road than usual. They all looked into andsmndtobetryingtomlkascloaeaspossible
to see In to our positions. Thuemdsommupdpeopleatﬂnbazawshopwherepeople
muidjustsltandwatchusalday.’)

Seattle ”Su&ammomase..sawmmmmmmmmofm
villaguandweshmndbombtheuviﬂages. He said there were no good in the hills to the west

and we should shoot them if we saw them.”). Also see statement of CPT (5) (b)("ltalked
aloweldaf,hhishane(ﬂnhmpstmoﬂmcommenight' the attack and he had
movadaﬂol'hicfamllymanothervllage. Heu!k.dabanhwheheudmthorowmldbeanahd(in
menutweekanditwouldmostliketybeenemyshootingfmmmemounbhswithindirectﬁre.')

* See Storyboard (Exhibit 2) and Staternents of CPTI(3). ()|(Exhibits 55-58).

*' Sea CPT)(3). (o)(statements (Exhibits 55-58).

% The civilian eomractorsmlueindelivedngmemmaquipmemand supplies that would be used to
construct the cite,

B SFCH)(3), (b)(é statement (Exhibit 22) states that the ())(2)High (TOW) element observed groups of 4-15
men from 8-12 Juty.
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(b)(2)High
ECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicie Patroj
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
other Soldiers noticed that the “white noise” of the water interfered with their abiiity to
hear anybody who might approach their position.>*

AAF Attack on VPB Wanat®

8-FOUG) On the moming of 13 July 2008, the Paratroopers at VPB Wanat were
awoken at 2315z (0345L) in order to check the perimeter and occupy all fighting
positions for stand-to. SFC)). (){ the 2° Platoon Sergeant, inspected the entire VPB
and ensured that all Paratroopers were awake, wearing their personal protective
equipment (PPE), and securing their positions for stand-to at 23307 (0400L)*. A
smaller element led by 1LT Brostrom was preparing to conduct a patrol of the area at 13
0000z (0430L) JUL 2008. Simultaneously, a different element of ANA and Marine
embedded training team (ETTs) was preparing to leave to scout the location for a new
ANA OP. A few minutes into stand-to the TOW position reported seeing five personnel
with backpacks and some equipment in their hands on the high ground about 800
meters to the west of VPB Wanat™. After reporting their observation, the Paratroopers
received the order to continue monitoring the individuals, as there was not positive
identification (PID) to engage the personnel Initially. After several more minutes of.
observation, CPT)x) ()|determined PID based on patterns of life and the indications that
the enemy would attack at any time. He was in the process of coordinating a 120mm

[Cyan | * see boin SSG[3). (bjand SPC(()(3), (5)(6) statements (Exhibits 63 and 77)

ddaﬂedﬁmdiwdkeymommhﬂebﬂe.abngwhaimﬁmmmﬂmem«]dmﬁm.
andarﬁvalofquickreacuonfoma(QRF)from other bases is included at Exhibit 3.

™ See Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFC| ()(3), (0)(6)
7 Ses Exhibit 34, Statement of SSG|_()(3). 1)6) |(-SPC 5. Blspotted 5 pax to the wast 1500m out high
peopie

on the mountain, the had packs on their backs and were carrying something with their hands. At

thet range MsimpossiblebcleaiyidentiFyWhaﬂheymcawyhg.'). Also see Exhibit 49, Statement of
(-...mmmymomhgmndo:uolwammmmmwackandmm

in their hand. MO&OMmebmemwhenupomdme1 pax (from the night before). As soon
asthaygotmn,zlnxmmdupbequa(s. MMOO!mtotdbgatmadytoﬁeheTow-")

—SECRET/NOFORN—
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casuatties, 13 July 2008

mortar fire mission and TOW missile engagement, when the enemy initiated fire onto
the VPB®.

9-({FOUO) At approximately 2350z (0420L), the AAF initiated a coordinated attack on
VPB Wanat from muttiple positions as close as 50m. It was apparent that the AAF had
identified the key crew served weapons systems and targeted them first. There was a
burst of fire and an RPG fired into the mortar firing position (MFP) wounding SPC
Abad™. The TOW position aiso received several RPG's in the initial volley. The third
RPG to strike the truck set it on fire causing the crew to abandon the vehicle. SSG

D@16 provided covering fire as SPC/(@) (/land SPC[©. ®ran to the cover of the cp [<haki] [Chicago]
and then he followed them®.

10. FOUO) AAF were aiso moving down the draw to the east and preparing to assault
the OP, which was receiving heavy rocket and machine gun fire from two AAF support
by fire positions to the southeast and northeast’’. The AAF were occupying positions all

= See Exhibit 56, Statement of CPT[3) (:)("| determined PID and yelied over to the mortars to get ready
lo fire to sync up 8 TOW shot with 120mm mortar mission. AslmwalkingbackﬁotheCPthemy
lnitimdﬁ'emRPGsandPKMfrefromﬂwemstontothemahrpitmdtheTOWtruck.')

* See Exhibit 84, Siatement of SSG (0)@3). (b)(6) |(*1 shouted ‘Abad is hit' and pulled him closer to the

house wail near SGTD)(3). ()G and continued to retum fire”). Also see Exhibit 17, Statement of SGT
'PFCAbaumksmpnelfrananRPGanu:mmmmdoutomypamm...|cou1d

mﬂwm(mﬁ%gbdimbmmwhmmmmwwrmbutlkept

shooting them down. !didﬁ:lsaboutulmes...andmenwedecidedtommm.‘)

-/Xia “ See Exhibit 34, Statement of S8G| (b)(3), (b)(6) | Exhibit 49, Statement of SP (b)(3). (b)(6) lmnd [Chicago
Extibit 20, Statement of SPC(0)(3), (5)(0) -

[Scorpio]*! See Exnibit 67, Statement of SSG[_ ()3 ()6) _(“The SOG reported . . . a 7-10 man element moving
onhigh-gmmdwuringbackpad(sandappeartnbamyingmwai g. . . . The 7-10 man element had
stoppadpstSoutheastonthem,mainlyMofmyTCP...CPTand 1LT Boistrom were aware
oﬂhomwunent...andﬂnyspolodad—Smandmentmovingaroundjustwutmthol’ighaoundas
well. ... Justshorﬂyaﬂerdsybraakm%enﬂnMFhiﬁaﬁedwﬁuRPGandPKMﬁre.therounds
struck several positions st the same time. This immediately told me that we had multiple firino
posmons.i Also ses sistements of SGT(3), () (Exhibit 63), SGT)z), (o) d(Exhibit 27), SPC(Exhibit [Tango] [Plum |
~ -b)(s), (b)(6

50), Exhibit 77) and CPT((3), (b){Exhibits 55-58). | Oscar

SECRET/NOFORN-
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations ~ Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Compiex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

along the perimeter as well as the surrounding buikdings. The enemy engaged with
automatic weapons fire and RPG'’s at a high rate of fire onto the base from their
elevated positions. The main AAF support by fire position was around a house on high
ground approximately 900 meters to the southeast. Additional AAF infiltrated from the
south and west, utilizing a trail to the west that ran along the river bed. The trail was
concealed by the steep siope of the river bank, trees, and several local national homes.
The bulidings and hillside to the north and east provided excellent positions for the
enemy as well. The enemy forces occupied the local elder's home, just southwest of the
perimeter, and fired into the base from five to ten meters at an elevated position,
Throughout the attack, the AAF atternpted to climb adjacent trees and use two-story
civilian buildings in the area to fire from elevated positions, including the mud-brick and
stone building in the village used as a hotel*.

11.-{FOUO) Paratroopers in each fighting position at VPB Wanat controlied their firee,

but ensured that all positions engaged enemy positions with an overwhelming level of

suppressive fire in an attempt to gain control of the battle tempo. CPT)®, o) the

company commander, was managing the fight from the CP*. At 2353z (0423L), only

|P|um |

** Ses Exhibit 50, Statement of SPC| |("There wera 3-4 enemy positions that we wers
fire to. Al this point we were amber ¢ J ammo so | direct SPC Ayers to take a sustained rate

returmning
Seattle | of fire.”); see Exhibit 7, Statement of SPC (b)(3), (b)(6) (*] saw the morters and the engineers in the mortar
pit

retuming fire and trying to get 120 mortar into action. They were taking extremely effective fira. | saw
muMslmmcﬁngdmmammMposmnmm&HESCOsmdpbrdngmmmwm
up for overhead cover. lmmdhmmwmtdmepnbﬂmmwgmades.');see

[Yarrow ]Exhibh 66, Statament of SGT_(5)5). (16) _("we were} 1o fight off the AAF attacking ts frorn e

[Scorpio | shovting at us. . . "):see Exhibit 67-88, Stalement of SSG

|Uniform |

mosque and bazaar and holel. . . an AAF fighter was popping P and down behind the wall of the mosque
| (0)3). (0)6) ("l engagad a man shot him as
he was y on top of the OP shooting over a large boider into the P.”); see Exhibit 32 Statement of
(b)(3), (b)(6) [*t heard pop shots i pdinde folowedbymulﬁpleRPGshltmgtheTOWtrud(,mmr

Depaul

- )(3), (b)(and myseif started rocking the SAWSs to the North into
the bazasr and the mosque and the spur . Butterfleld opened with the MK-19 [and])(3),s(;é
it 15, of

(3),(b)(andHovatershrlsdshooti\gmespwtomesoutheast.');mdseeEmm Statement

[ ®@). b)6) (‘Thefiutphcelrealhedsho(smoomingfmmwasmesideofmemounhintome
IfndatMloeaﬂmwﬁtheMK—Wunﬁlﬂreﬂmteanwasanpty.‘)

“ See Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT)(3), (b)( |Oscar |

-SECRET/NOFORN—-
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patroi
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

three minutes after the attack began, the first target for indirect fire support was given to
the fire direction center, and within one minute the first of 96 rounds of 155mm artillery
was fired in support of VPB Wanat®. SPC )3 )¢/ moved between fighting positions
treating casualties including SPCH(3). 0@ SPCv)a). (v)6] and SPCh)3). 0)@6. The lowa | [Memphis]

Paratroopers were maintaining control of the perimeter, but received reports of several

casualties at OP Top Side. 1LT Brostrom, who was co-located with CPT ). () alerted
the other positions that he was taking a group of Paratroopers to assist with the
casuaities at the OP and to prevent the AAF from overrunning the position®.

[U]12-tFoU) Atthe Montar Firing Point (MFP), the firing was intense and very close.
[Romeo | $SG@). (e was in charge of the mortar section consisting of SGT| s, ¢)6|SGT
[Maple |[0@. 0xe] SGThI@). ()6 SPC Abad and PV2| 1)@, )6 | Also present were two engineers, [|vory |[Redwood |
SPC| ®@©.0© |and SPCPHE). 0§ who had been trying to fix a problem of[Lake |
groundwater flooding the ASP when the shooting started®”. SFCh ). b)éwas also in the
mortar pit as the fighting began. The defenders engaged the AAF from opposite sides
of the Hesco and received fire from above them at ©)©) house less than 50
meters away. The Paratroopers’ most effective weapons to suppress and repel the
enemy at this location were fragmentary grenades*®. CPT yelled to SSG (1)), (b)) [Romeo |

“ See Exhibit 99, Fire mission log.

“ See Exhibi 39, Statement of SPC|_(1)(3). 0)(6) |and Exhibit 70, Statement of SPC|  (0)(3), 0)©) | Mahogeny
—1 SP _(3),(b)mﬂuPlaloonmedicaMwasshotasheMdbhanhisposiﬁminmm
accompany 1LT Brostrom to OP Top Side. He then gave his aid bag to SPC h)(3)_(r)(Gand told him to do|VIahogeny

the best he could to treat casuaities. Numerous personnel observed SPCh)(3), (b)(6moning from position n
to poeition treating wounded Paratroopers. Mahogeny

"SeeExhibits‘l.Shtemmtuf y (b)(3), (b)(6) *1LT Brostrom was calling for reinforcemants from

Seattle| my eilement”); See Exhibit 7, Statement of & Statements of CPT|(3). (-)(Exhiblts 55-58).[Oscar |

IRomeo “7 See Exhibit 62, Statement of SSG_ (0)3). (0)6) | Exhibit 17, Statement of (0)@3), (b)(6) | Exhibit Pepper|
Maple | 28, Statement of SGT| (v)(3). ())6) | Exhibit 64, Statement of SSG|_(0)(3), (0)(6) | Exhibit 78, Statement vory
i (b)(3), (b)(6) |Exhibit 18, SPC| (b)(3), (b)(6) Exhibit 54, SGT| (n)(3). (b)(6) | and Exhibits
. SIS Me

i

s of SFC|_(0)3). (0)(6) [Vankee] Clay
Seattle | ** See Exhibit 7, Statement of SGT 3), (b} Exhibit 17, Statementof  (0)(3) ()©6) | [Pepper|
— SECRET/NOFORN
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol

Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

from the CP to fire rounds on his priority target to keep the enemy away*®. After firing

four 120mm mortar rounds, an RPG ignited a fire in the attached ASP forcing the

Paratroopers at the mortar firing position to withdraw to the CP®. As the mortar section
fired and maneuvered across the base to the CP, SGT|0)6. ©)6/and SSGh)e). (dcarried
SPC Abad, who was wounded and in serious condition®’. SGT|0)G). b)¢)was shot in the

legs while moving to the CP®. The Paratroopers made it to the CP where the TOW

team and headquarters element provided medical treatment and prepared a MEDEVAC

request™. A short time later the TOW truck - already on fire - exploded as TOW

missiles inside began to “cook-off™." During this intervening time, SPC Abad died at the

CP before the first MEDEVAC aircraft arrived at 0125z (0555L), despite first aid

measures by SSG SPCJ). )| and SPC, (0)@). 06 f. [Chicago][Mahogeny |

13. {FOUQ) At the north end of the VPB, the ANA Soldiers and Marine ETTs occupied
their fighting positions and retumed fire. The ANA Soldiers maintained disciplined firing,
did not fire wildly, as has sometimes been observed in other engagements. The
Marines, engineers, and Paratroopers at the north end of the VPB were primarily
engaged from the tree line to the northwest and buildings of the village to the northeast.
AAF engaging these positions were primarily using automatic weapons, and most of the
RPGs fired by the enemy were directed elsewhere. For an extended period of time the
defenders returned fire into the tree line and buildings, controlling their perimeter and

* See Exhibit 56, Statement of CPT|3), (b)

[Redwood | see Exhitit 78, Staternent of PV2[_ (1)), (0)6)_|; Exhibit 82, Statement of SSG|_ ()3, )6 | [Romeo |
*' See Exhibit 17, Statement of SGT Exhibht 84, Statement of  (5)(3), () | [Ivory]
%2 See Exhidit 17, Statement of SGTH)(3). ()6
[Seattle [ See Exhibits 7-9, Statements of SGT(b)3) (-6} Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPTh)(3). (0)(6
[Romeo | * see Exhivit 62, Statement of SSG)(3), (o) Exhibits 7-9, Statements of SGT|)(). ()

-Ixia * See Exhiblt 34, Statement of SSG|)(3), (v)(| Exhibit 49, Statement of SPC(3), (b)land Exhibit 70, |Chicago
Mahogeny J= o€ of SPCP)(3). (b)(6
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

periodically repositioning to get more ammunition and render buddy aid to wounded
individuals. Four ANA Sokliers were wounded, including one who was severely bumed
when the TOW truck exploded®.

14. (SECRET/NOFORN-({S/NF)) Defenders on the east and south of VPB Wanat
recsived fire from the bazaar and the enemy support by fire position located at the

building 250m due east from an elevated position on the spur®’. On at least one
occasion, AAF fighters attempted to approach the VPB from the south via the road but
were repelied. SPC|»). ((¢|manned the .50 cal at the US TCP until the weapon was
disabled by a hail of enemy fire™>. The TCP received heavy fire in the early part of the
fighting®. Fixed wing close air support (CAS) arrived on station at 0022z (0452L) and
began 10 engage enemy positions with precision guided bombs at 0028z (0458L)%.
The volume of enemy fire decreased and it became sacure enough to start moving
casualties to a staging point where four casualties awaited MEDEVAC from the terraces
[Taurus]to the south. SPC i), e rendered medical aid to numerous wounded Paratroopers at
and around this location®’. PV2 0)3). 0)6) |SPCh)3), (b and others repeatedly ran

across the VPB under fire to resupply the fighting positions with ammunition®.

[Burgundy] = hibit 60, CPL| (5)). (16) } See Exhibit 44, CPL[ (3. ()6) | and Exhibit 65, Statement of(3). 6} [EIm |

[Aqua ||[®@). ®)e)
* See Exhibits 67-68, Statement of SSG| (5)(3), ()() | Exhibit 39, Statement of SPC[_ (0)(3). 0)® _|[Memphis |
% See Exhibit 36, Statement of SPC|_ (0)(3), 0)6) |
% See Exhiblt 67-88, Statement of SSG(1)(3). (0)(6)
% See Exhibit 99, Fires Log.
[Taurus]™ See SPC{o)(3). (v)(6]swom statement (Exhibkt 37).
® See Exhibit 78, Stetement of PV2[5)(3), (5)(6) Exhibit 38, Statement of SPC)3), (o [ X-Ray]
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patroi
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

16.~(FOUO)- While these events were occurring in the main perimeter of VPB Wanat,
OP Top Side continued receiving intense fire from the southeast and northeast enemy
support by fire positions. The attack on the OP began with grenades and RPGs
seconds after the attack was initiated on the VPB. SPC Phillips, SPC Bogar, SPC
Ayers, SPC Zwilling, SGTj@, 5{SGTHE. BEISPCO®. 06| SPC[0. biojand SPC [12ngo | [Plum ||Fig]
Rainey were the original occupants of the position. All were injured or killed by enemy
fire in the first fifteen to twenty minutes of fighting. The initial volley wounded SGT)). (0)(
and SPC|[)(). )©)}. SPC Bogar alone escaped injury from the initial RPG voliey on the
main position in the OP and began suppressing enemy to the east with his M249
machine gun®. When his M249 jammed, SPC Bogar placed a quick tourniquet on SGT
[Cyan] he). mxd. Moments tater, SPC Phillips was kilked as he threw a grenade at approaching
AAEF in the low ground®. SPC Ayers fought intensely with SPC(). )6 at the M240
position taking a round that skipped off of his helmet and continuing to fight™. He was
eventually shot and killed after laying down immense suppressive fire on the AAF with
his M-240B%. SPC[0)(). (b)6]continued the fight from the same position as SPC Ayers
until his weapon jammed®®. He then grabbed SPC Ayers' weapon but it wouldn't fire
because it had a bullet hole in the recelver™. He then continued to engage the enemy

Cyan | ® gee Exnivit 83, Statement of SGT(3). (5} Exhibit 77, Statement of SPCH)(3), (o) Exhibit 27, Statement of
SGT)E). (b)(§ and Exhibit 50, Statement of SPC)(3), (b) (6| [Plum |

“ See Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT)(3), (0

Cyan | |n hig statement (see Exhibit 63), SGT(3. (Dstates: SPC Bogar occupied the southern most pasition;

|Tango heaggnliodatamiquettotisleg. SGT))3) ()| remembered moving SPC Bogar to a better fighting
position.

* See Exnhibit 63, Stalement of SGT(3). (o] Exhibit 77, Statement of SPC{(0)(z), (0)6)
 See Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT(3). (b)]

% See Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT((3). (0)| Exhibik 77, Statement of SPC [5)(3), (0)(6)
% See Exhibit 50, Statement of SPC (0)(3). (0)(6) | |

™ See Exhibit 50, Statement of SPC ). (b)(¢ Exhibit 83, Statement of SGT (3), ({[Cyan |
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

~ with hand grenades and two cilaymore mines. After expending all of his ammunition,
[Plum ] spefioe). G1olwent to the next fighting position and found both SGT(HE. Hisland SPC
[Fig] [ both who had been wounded”’. He dressed SPC ()a). 0)6) |leg and assessad
SGT/v)a). (06| SPCIO)®). )6 atiempted to fire several claymore mines against the AAF
to the north, but they had been disabled or tumed around to face the OP by AAF™,
The only remaining ammunition available at that fighting position was a LAW rocket
which SPC(0)(3), ()G fired at the enemy who were 15-20m away™. AAF fighters flowed
from the northeast down the spur towand the OP and through the draw running east and
wast. The fighters came right up to the front wire of the OP and fired RPG's into the
tree above the OP and tossed grenades into the OP. The AAF fighters in the hotei and
bazaar area engaged from the second floor windows at distances of approximately 20
meters. SGT[3), () then called over the radio that OP Top Side needed help’™.

[U]16. -¢Feu0y In response to SGTIG. Gimessage, the first of three waves of
reinforcements headed to OP Top Side. 1LT Brostrom moved to the 2™ squad position,
linked up with SPC Hovater and then moved with him into the bazaar and towards the
OP’®. They were the first reinforcements to make it to OP Top Side where they linked
up with SPC Rainey’™. They had just begun to set up a machine gun position next to
the OP, when 1LT Brostrom, SPC Hovater, and SPC Rainey were killed by enemy fire.

[Tango | ™ gee Extibit 27, Statement of SGT}(3). (b)(and Exhibit 77, Statement of SPC b3 16| [Fig]

™ See Exhibit 77, Statement of SPC|(5)(3), (0)6)|

™ See Exhibit 50, Statement of SPC)(3), (b)(6]
™ See Exhibit 77, Statement of SPC})(3). (0)(6| Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT](3), ()

™ See Exhibit 67-68, Statement of SSG{b)(3). (0)(6} Exhibit 77, Statement af SPC[5)(3). (0)(6|Exhibit 63,

[Cyan | Statement of SGT(3), ()

™ In his statement (see Exhibit 77) SPCP)(). (0)(Gremembers hearing “our PL's voice, 1LT Brostrom, him
and Rainey were yelling back an forth together and | don't remember who said it, but they said ‘they’re
inside the wire'. | distinctly remember hearing Rainey's voice saying, ‘He's right behind that fucking
sandbag.’ Then | just heard a whale bunch of fire and explosions which | am sure were grenades. | didn't
hear them after that." SGT(3), (o|also recailed 1LT Brostrom ariving at the OP (see Exhibit 63).
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Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

At this ime AAF fighters were close enough to throw rocks into the OP, mimicking
grenades’”’. SGT)®. <b)1ﬁmd M-203 grenades aimost vertically in order to hit AAF in the

dead space beyond his perimeter’®.

17.(FOUO)- Believing that all others in the OP were killed, SPC|0)3). )] and SGT
[Tango | [)a). t)e)climbed out of the firing position on the south side of the OP and made their way
with SPC(-/). ©)}to the TCP where they recelved medical aid and coordinated to get
more ammunition to the OP™. SGT)(). b)(was still alive in the OP and on the radio,
within earshot of AAF fighters talking to one another on the north side of the OP. He

was whispering reports to CPT)(3). (-(and attempting to adjust fires to kill the enemy®™.

18.-(FOUO)" The second wave of reinforcements included SSG /) 116 | SPC
|Phillie | (0)3). 66| SGT Garcia and SPChH(3). ()@ who had heard the distress call and on their own
initiative moved under fire to the south end of the VPB, across the road south of the
bazaar, and up the terraces to the OP®'. They rendered aid to SG but shortly
after their arival the OP was hit by three RPGs in quick succession, wounding
everybody inside®™. SGT Garcia sustained severe wounds to his back and died of his
wounds before the first MEDEVAC aircraft arrived®. The other Paratroopers in the
second wave of reinforcements were aiso seriously wounded at the OP*.

" Extibit 77, Statement of SPC/(5)), (06|
[Cyan |™ see Exhibit 83, Statement of SGTI(3), ()

Cyan | m geq Exnibit 63, Statement of SGT[3). (b} Exhibit 77, Statement of SPCP)(3). (b)(§ Exhibit 50, Statement of [Fig

Plum | SPCh)(@). (v)(6/and Exhibit 27, Statement of SGT )(3), ()6 [Tango |
® See Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT 2). (5] and Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT[9), 0| [Oscar |

“ See Exhibit 67-68, Statements of SSG|(1)(3). (0)(6) Exhibit 21, Statement of SPCh)(3), (b)(@ and Exhibit 75, [Phillie
Statement of SPC)(3). ()6 [Larkspur |
* See Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT(2). (o] Exhibits 67-68, Statements of SSG|(0)(3), (0)6)| [Scorpio |

® See Exhibit 75, Statement of 8PC))(3), (0)([Larkspur]
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Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
18. (S/NF). At 0022z (0452L), 32 minutes into the battle, the first of 38 precision-guided
bombs was dropped by close air support (CAS) aircratt| (b)(2)High |

(b)(2)High on enemy positions around VPB

Wanat®. The bombs heiped set the conditions for a reinforcing element to move up to
the OP without receiving effective enemy fire. The Paratroopers at the TCP position
directed the third reinforcement of the OP around the south side of the bazaar and
safely to the buildings In front of the OP, which they dleared before moving into the
oP%,

20. {S/NF) As the paratroopers fought back, the AAF maneuvered to different positions
in and around the village including the village mosque. As a result, the CF placed a
heavy volume of fire on the AAF and all of the buildings in Wanat, to include the bazaar,
hote!, and mosque™. Beginning at 0052z (05221 )—60 minutes after the first shots were
fired—the Paratroopers on the ground guided AH-64 Apache attack helicopters (callsigns

(b)(2)High onto the enemy positions with devastating effect®®. Numerous
times in the ensuing hours the helicopters fired rockets, missiles, and their 30mm

[SCOMPIO s gqp Exribit 67-68, Statement of SSG5)3). (56} Exhibit 63, Statement of SGT(3), (]
* See Exhibit 99. Fires Log.

[Yankee] s soq Exhiois 22-25, Statements of SFC B3, 56 Extibit 62, Statemant of SSG[_5/3), ()0
Ixia | Exhibit 34, Statement of SSG (1)), (b)) _| Exhibit 26, Statement of SGT|_ 0)C). 06 _|Exhbit 64, [Viaplo |
| Statement of SSG | (0)(3), (b)(6) | Exhibits 7-8, Statements of SGT|(b)(3). (b)(6) Exhibit 20, Statement of Soatl
VOIY | SPC| ()3). (b)(6) |and Exhibit 80, Statement of CPL| (0)(3), (b)(6)
-Khaki Phillie
e Exhibit 21, Statement of SPC ))(3). (b)({(receiving fire from the hotel); See nt g
Seatile] SCTL)E). (0)(6) (receiving fire from the Bazaar); See Exhibit 13, Statement of SS(
(receiving fire from all the houses); See Exhiblt 23, Statement of SFC| (b)(3), (b)(6) (AAFdidnotm
about the Masque).
** See Exhibit 99, Fires Log; See Exhibit 97, AH-84 Gun Tapes.

—SECRET/NOFORN-

[UNCLASSIFIED| 002057



pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
U

pelletcr
Text Box
U

pelletcr
Text Box
Scorpio

pelletcr
Text Box
Cyan

pelletcr
Text Box
Yankee

pelletcr
Text Box
Yankee

pelletcr
Text Box
Ixia

pelletcr
Text Box
Maple

pelletcr
Text Box
Romeo

pelletcr
Text Box
Seattle

pelletcr
Text Box
Ivory

pelletcr
Text Box
Ivory

pelletcr
Text Box
Khaki

pelletcr
Text Box
Seattle

pelletcr
Text Box
Phillie

pelletcr
Text Box
Pisces


[UNCLASSIFIED|

-SECRET/NOFORN-

(b)(2)High

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations ~ Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

cannons “danger close” to friendly forces on the ground® , inciuding multiple gun runs
through the bazaar, but there is no evidence of casualties due to friendly fire. %

21. {S/NF)- At 0053z (0553L), thirty minutes after hearing that VPB Wanat was under
attack, the Chosen Company ground quick reaction force (QRF) departed from Camp
Blessing®'. To expedite their movement, they did not pause to clear the known historic
IED locations along the route. Instead, they test fired crew served weapons into the

draws along the road where IED triggermen could hide®, The QRF did not observe any
non-combatants or combatants in the vicinity of the historic IED locations.

22(S/NF)- At approximately 00562, the third reinforcement of the OP consisting of
[Vankee| SFC)@). o){and his element (SSG|v)o). 0)6|SSGLIC). 06| SGT| )@, 016 |[SSG ). () | [Romeo [[Ixia][Maplel
[Seattle| 86T ). () SPCh). ()¢ and Marine CPLb)3). (b)) arrived at OP Top Side, assisted by
SPC{v)2). ()6 who showed them the route™. SFCh)e). (v)dand SSGfb)e). (¢l immediately Y ankee| [Romeo |
split the OP into two and began sifting through equipment and casualties®. CPL

% Danger close engagements took place next to OP Top Side from 0053z (0523L) to 0058z (0526L).

Another series of danger ciose engagements occuired from 0303z (0733L) to 03052 (0735L.). See
Chestnut | Exhibits 97 (two DVDs containing all gun tapes) and 98 (LTC))(3). (b)(Gemall which gives the times at
which danger ciose footage can be observed).

Chestnut| s0 ypg Apache crews and their chain of command to incude the Battalion Commander, LTC| 613, 6)6)
.Iron and Brigade Commander, COL|  (b)(3), (b)(6) |reviewed the tapes and said that all engagements

Iron | 900d (see Exhibit 98.1, email from COL[ ()(3), (0)(6) |to COL[b)3). ()6} Also see Exhibit 115, Record of Delta|

phone conversation of investigating officer with the coroners regarding the examination results for six of
the nine remains.

See Exhibit 35, Statemant of SPC|_ (5)(3), (b)) _|Exhibit 79, Statement of SFC| _ ()(3), 1)) |

|Crown |" See Exhbit 45, Statement of SPC  (b)(3), (b)(6 "} recall @ach truck shooting into every draw we
|Quebec came across.”); and Exhibit 81, Statement of 1LT|(b)(3), (b)(6

[Yankee] * This time is estimated based upon the Statement from SFC)(3). () (see Exhibit 25) in which he states
that the third group of reinforcements moved to COP Top Siie immadiately after the AH-64 fired 30mm
justeastofOPTcpSide. Also see Exhibit 32, Statement of SPC (b)(3), (b)(6)

™ See Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFC))(z). (o) Exhibit 62, Statement of SSG__ (0)3). ()(6) |
-SECRET/NOFORN—
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| SUB(.)I(E)C‘Q;': AR| 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
engaged and killed at least one AAF attempting 10 breach the perimeter®™. After this
element anrived at the OP Top Side, it was never again in serious danger of being
overwheimed, though the fighting there was still intense®. CF emained in radio
contact with each of his positions and understood the importance of maintaining controi

of the OP, sending two successive elements (SSG| (3. (o) |reinforced on his own

initiative) to reinforce the position and ensure the integrity of the VPB perimeter, which

was never breached in the fight”’. At about 0058z (0458L) CPT )3). b)(ran from the CP
through the enemy fire at north end of the bazaar and up to OP Top Side so that he
could check on the condition of the defenders and to confirm the reports of casualties

that he heard over the radio™. CPT ). () counted the casualties and killed in action
(KIA) to determine a suitable location to land the MEDEVAC helicopter®™. The
reinforcing element began to consolidate the casualties and move the broken
equipment out of the fighting positions as well as remove unexploded enemy grenades

from the bunkers'®. CPT)@). t)(retumed fo the CP, which was a more central location
from which to direct the defense, control MEDEVAC, and coordinate air support'®".

Burgundy| * See Exhibit 60, Statement of CPL| (b)(3), (b)(6)
* Ses Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFC})(3). ()¢ Exhibit 82, Statement of SSG| ()3, (b)) | [Romeo]

"s..amm 558, Statements of GPT(3) (-] Exhibit 67-68, Statements of SS@ ()(3). ()6)] Also note [SCOPIO|
thatlnS (b)(3), (b)(6) statement (see bit 77) when he says he heard someone say, “they're inside the
hewasufuﬂngwmmthasunoumePTopsm.nottmmmwofheVPB Also, not
recourted finding AAF remains inside the wire of the OP, so If an AAF made it inside the

Pafatrooper
wire of the OP, it is most probable that he flad right sway.

[Seattle [ exhiis 7-9, Statoments of SGT )5 )6 |
% Exhibits 55568, Statements of CPTH)3). ()¢

'™ Exhibit 67-68, Statements of SSG (b)(3), (b)(6) Exhibit 62, Statement of SSG Romeo
(b)(3), (b)(6) | Exhibits 7-9,
W Statements of SGT|(b)(3), (b)(6) _
9 Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT))(3), (b)(
-SECRET/NOFORN—
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23. {S/NF) At 0125z (0555L), one hour and thirty-five minutes into the fight, the first
medical evacuation helicopter arived and extracted SGT®. 6] SPCi). 46, SPC
[Duvall] pe). byeand SPCHE). BX6F. After seeing those casualties onto the aircraft, SPC(0)(), (b)6][Memphis]
then made his way to the OP and provided medical treatment to SGTi(), ((SSG \

[Scorpio] | @@, mxe | SPAb)3). G| and SPC)G), (¢)6]%3. [Larkspur | [Phillie ] Mahogeny |

24.{S/NF)- At 0138z (0808L ), one hour and 48 minutes after the first rounds were fired,
the company quick reaction force (QRF) consisting of 1% Platoon, led by 1SG|0)c). 6)6)|
and 1ILT @), )6 | amived at the VPB with 19 paratroopers and four up armored

HMMWVs'®, They were able to immediately defeat the enemy flanking movement that
had begun to materialize on the north side of the objective'®. The successive QRF's,
from Able and Battle Companies, arrived at 0250z (0720L) and 0855z (1325L)
respectively. They assisted the CF on the ground to establish security and account for
the casualties'™. The casualties and their equipment were evacuated throughout the
fighting'”. The last MEDEVAC was wheels down at Camp Blessing at 0524z (0954L).
The QRF's and the CF were abie to secure the area and boister overall security’®®,

%2 Se Exhibit 48, Statement of SPCH(3). (0)(¢
"™ See Exhibit 70, Statement of SPC(:)(3), (5)()
'™ See Exhibits 11-12, Statements of 1SGh)3). ()G and Exhibit 81, Statement of 1LTID)). 0)©|  [Quebec |
'® See Exhivit 81, Statement of ILT|  (b)(3), (b)(6) |

|Shark | 1% See Exhibit 10, Statement of SFC (0)3). (0)(6) (Battie Company}); Exhibit 52, Statement of 1LT
Baseball| _0)G). 0)©) _[Battle Company); Exhibit 74, Statemnent of SFC|  (0)(3), (0)(6) _|Able Company).

7 Ses Exhibit 46, Statement of SPCh)(3), (b)(@

1% See Exhibit 462 )3). (b)({ See Exhibits 11-12, Statements of 1SG
(b)) (b)(E)

Statement of 1LT((0)(3), ()(6) Exhibit 10, Statement of SFC  (0)(3). (0)(6)  [Battie
Statement of 1LT Battle Company); Exhibit 74, Statement of SFC

Baseball| Company).

b)(3), (b)(6|Exhibit 81, |Victor |
oanvl: Exiibl 82, 1) 5

(b)(3), (b))
|Raider |
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
. 25~FOUO} Additional elements of CF, the Battalion Tactical Command Post (TAC)
{Light), and Afghan 1* Commando Kandak, 201 Corps arrived at Wanat at 1500z
Gray| (1930L)the evening foliowing the initial battie. Majo ith the TAC(L.) assumed
overall command of the battie and Afghan Commandos provided additional security,
cleared structures, and gathered intelligence'®. AK-47 shell casings and RPG boosters
were found at numerous covered and concealed points along the path that ringed VPB
Wanat to the west''%. Shell casings were also found where AAF fighters had fired from
the mosque, bazaar, and other civilian bulldings'’. The body of a foreign-bom
insurgent was found wearing Afghan civilian clothes over a woodland camoufiage
uniform™2, There was no evidence of civilian casualties. In one residence, AAF
propaganda materiais were found, along with materiais for making ID cards'’®. Soldiers
also found bioody shoes, indicating that fighters had left their shoas in order to blend in
with the barefoot and sandal-clad civilian population'™,

26.(S/NF)- On 14 July 2008, CF intercepted radio traffic between the Wanat Afghan
National Police (ANP) and the AAF regarding the evacuation of wounded and dead
AAF'', The Aighan Commandos immediately went to the district center and disanmed
20 members of the ANP. The CF and Afghan Commandos noted that the ANP station

109 Exhibits 4 & 5 contain an unclassified siid
byih:econunam:kz:aS\ﬂtulas e

Also see Exhibit 40, Statement o
9 See Exhibit 4 & 5, Sensitive Site Exploitstion.

'"" See Exhibit 4 & 5. Sensitive Site Exploitation; See Exhibit 40, Statement of MAJ[ (0)(3), (b)(6) (an
outstanding post-attack tactical capsule).

12 See Exhibit 4 & 5, Sensitive Site Exploftation.
12 See Exhibit 4 & 5, Sensitive Site Exploitation.
™4 See Exhibit 4 & 5, Sensitive Sits Exploitation.

115 See Exhibit 40, Statement of MAJ| (b)(3), (b)(6)
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SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — VVehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Compiex Attack and Casuailtiss, 13 July 2008

and district center appeared untouched by the fighting''®. This was noteworthy because
although it was out of the direct line of sight from where the fighting occurred it lay in
view of the avenues of approach the AAF used to enter Wanat''’. Soldiers also noticed
that ANP personnel appeared to be wearing crisp, clean new uniforms’'®, This was
unusual since most ANP have only one uniform, and it typically appears dirty and well
wom'"®. They appeared to behave nommally, as if nothing out of the ordinary had
occurred.'®

27. {S/NF)- A search of the ANP station by Afghan Commandos tumed up over one
hundred firearms, thousands of rounds of ammunition, RPG's, shotguns, and other
weapons — all for a police force of 20 individuals'®'. Many of the weapons appeared
dirty and to have been used recently'”. Soldiers also recovered weapons throughout
the village of the same model as those used by the Wanat ANP'?, The weapons found
at the ANP station were confiscated and sent to Camp Blessing. The 20 ANP were
each left with 1 AK-47 and 100 rounds of ammunition'2*,

[IXia | ™ Ses Exhitit 34, Statement of SSG| (1)) ()6) |
™™ See Exhibit 34, Statement of
"'® See Exhibit 34, Statement of SSG|  (0)3). (b)(6) |
" See Exhibit 34, Statement of $$G|_ (1)(3). (0)6) |

' See Exhibits 2 {Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation) and 5 (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanat) OPSUM classified S/NF).

'2! See Exhibits 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation) and 5 (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanat) OPSUM classified S/NF).

2 See Exhibits 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exoloitation),
OPSUM ciassified S/NF) and Exhibit 40, Statement of MAJ| (0)(3), (b)(6)

'® See Exhibits 2 {Storyboard), 4 {Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation), 5 (CONOP 7322-203 (Wanat)
opsuradmﬁaasmmamemwao.suememd -
'# See Exhibits 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation), 5 (CONOP 7322-203 (Wanat)
opswmmmnammw.mdmﬁ -
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(b)(2)High
{SUBUECW?‘ 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations - Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

28.‘(SfNF}Lateinﬂ\eevenhgofMJulyCFidentlmdAAFelementsattempﬁngto
recon their positions, gather equipment, or stage for a moming attack'®>. There were
nunmusAAFebmenisaﬂenptkgtopmbemepeﬁmeterfmmmemrﬂmesL
southwest, and south. The AAF were interdicted with direct fire or indirect fire'26.

29. {FOUO) The leadership on the ground at Wanat was given an order on 14 July
2008 at 17002 (2130L) to prepare for either remaining at Wanat or relocating the
forces'”. On the moming of 15 July 2008, the order was given to relocate the forces
from Wanat to other locations™. The CF removed their equipment, destroyed fighting
positions, and all personnel returned to their respective locations in the area of
operations'?®,

30. (FOUO)- | make the following specific findings and recommendations as directed in
the appointment memorandum'®,

a.(FOUO)-What are the facts and circumstances surrounding the complex
attack on COP Wanat?

[U]tFoue)- Please see the discussion of the facts, paragraph 2, above.

' See Exhibits 2 {Storybaard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Sita Expioitation) and 5 (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanat) OPSUM classified S/NF).

’“memwacmopmmmmaoopsummm; and sfide shawing fire support for
14 July at Exhibit 2, Story Board

‘”Emﬁtw.snmmexnomu
"% Exhibit 40, Statement of MAJ_ (0)3). (0)(6) |

" Exhibit 40, Statement of MAJ (0)3). (0)6)
™ See Exhibit 6, Appointment Memorandum.
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(b)(2)High
LSUEECT:iAR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations - Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

[Ul(1) ts/NE)- How many US Servicemembers and Afghan National Army
Paratroopers were occupying COP Wanat? What Units were present at the time
of the attack?

{FOUO) There were 48 US personnel and 24 ANA Paratroopers at the start of
the engagement™. The following units were present at the specified times:

(FOUO} 08-12 JULY 2008
-Z”Pumnunmmmzsmmmﬁmmhwmm.fomUMs,Mx
.50 cal machine guns, two x Mk 18 grenade launchers, three x M240B's and a Long
Range Acquisition System (LRAS).

« 3" Squad, 1* Piatoon, Destined Company: three paratroopers, one x UAH, and one
Improved Thermal Acquisition System (ITASYTOW system.

 C Company, 2™ Engineers: five Scidiers.

« Choeen Company Mortars: six mortar men with a2 120mm and a 60mm mortar,

¢ 201" Corp ETT and ANA Platoon: three Marines and 24 ANA Soldiers.

Oscar_| « Chesen Company Headquarters: CPT|(3), (v]and SGT((), (o] armive via RW A/C on 12 [Scattle

JUL 08.

[U] (s 13 01252 (0585L) JuL 08—CO QRF:
» 1* Platoon, Chasen Company: 17 Paratroopers with four x UAH’s, two x M2 .50 cal
machine guns, and two Mk 19 grensde launchers.
[Victor]e Chosen Company HQ's section: two peratroopers (15GH)(3). (dand SPCh ), (d. [Basketbal|
- 2-503" Medic: SPC))(3), (b)(| arrives on the first MEDEVAC at approx 0125z

—(S/NF) 13 0250z (0720L) JUL 08—BN QRF:

* Able Company Commander (C2 node): three personnel with one x UAH and a M240B
machine gun.

'3 See slide #20 of Exhibit 2 (investigation Storyboard).
-SECRET/NOFORN-
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(b)(2)High

SUBJECT: AR 15-8 investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

» 3" Piatoon, Able Company; 27 Paratroopers with five x UAH'S, two x .M2 .50 cal
machine guns, 2 x Mk 19 grenade launchers, and one ITAS/TOW system.

~(S/NF)13 08552 (1330L) JUL 08—2™ BN QRF:

* BN TAC (L): six Paratroopers (MAJ)(3). ()(R3, CPT)(3). (0)(Ra).

» 3" Platoon Battie Company: 21 Paratroopers with organic weapon systems.

~FOUO) 13 1500z (1930L) JUL 08—US Special Forces (USSF) / AFG
Commandos:
® 21 x USSF Advisors
* 100 Afghan Commando Company (201* Corp)

~(FOUO) 14 0500z {1930L) JUL 08—101* Pathifinder Platoon:
* 18 x Pathfinders'™

(2) (FOUOQ) Who attacked the COP? How many AAF were involved in the
attack? How many AAF were killed or injured during the attack? Woere any AAF
identified after the attack? Were any of the AAF foreign nationais? If so, what
was their country of origin?

~(FOUQ)-The attack was on a VPB, not an established COP'®, The AAF
attackers were a collection of Anti-Afghan Forces, under the command of AAF
Commander (b)(6) '*. There were approximately 200 AAF invoived

"’Themdmhpmonmbdwmehuwymwedmemdmehighwwmmatm
occupied by 3™ Platoon, Battie Company. See Exhibit 117.

" See Exhibit 2, Storyboard. This number is an esimation provided by the Battalion Commander, LTC
[ 3. 5)6) | In addition to the AAF casuahty deta which was coflected this estimate of 200 akes inio
mmmmtmmmasmuwmmﬁommamwmmmmmmw
bmdummphsdumwmmwm“wmdmmwntmﬁnd.manyof
them simultaneously. Aaumingz-aMFpspuiumwnhmwofBWMFperw.
200 is @ roasonable number. This analysis was based on phone conversation betwaen the 10 and LTC

(b)(3). (b)(6) |on 24 July 2008,
™ See Exhibit 2, Storyboard.
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(b)(2)High
SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommaendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
in the attack’®. There were between 21 and 52 AAF killed in the attack'®®. At least 45
AAF were wounded in action'”’. There were two AAF bodies recovered afier the
fight™*%. The commandos conducted the sensitive site exploitation on these bodies and
tumed them over to the local ANP for burial'™®. There were numerous AAF identified
through various intelligence collection methods, after the attack™®. One of the
recovered AAF bodies was identified as an ‘Arab’ man in traditional Afghan clothing
over a set of woodland camoufiage military fatigues'®'.

(3) (S/NF) When did the attack begin? Daevelop a timeline of the key events
leading up to, during, and after the attack?

(S/NF) The attack began st approximately 12 2350z JUL 08 and was reported at
12 2353z JUL 08™2, The abbreviated timeline is below:

23302 VPB Wanat conducts stand-to; C25 conducts perimeter inspection

'® See Exhibit 2, Storyboard.

% See Exhibits 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation) and 5 (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanet) OPSUM ciassified S/NF).

'¥ See Exhibits 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation) and 5§ (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanst) OPSUM classified SINF).

" See Exhiblts 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Ske Exploitation) and 5 (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanat) OPSUM classified S/NF).

'% See Exhibits 2 (Storyboard), 4 (Commando Sensitive Site Exploitation) and 5 (CONOP 7322-203
(Wanat) OPSUM classified S/NF).

*9 See Siides 18-22 {Enemy Intelligance Story Boerd) and slides 46-57 (Sensitive Site Exploitation) to
Exhibit 2 (Story Board)

! See Exhibit 2, Storyboard.
* For an even more detailed timeiine of specific events the day of the attack, see Timeline at Exhibit 3.
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SUBJECT: AR1561
Base (VPB) Wanat Compiex

2338z
2340z
23502
2353z

23562
23582

0000z

nvestigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

TOW vehicle kientifies 5 x PAX, 1km to the west of VPB Wanat

AAF occupied final assault positions

AAF attack begins

+0:03 VPB Wanat reported heavy SAF and RPG with fires focusad on the
moartar firing position (MFP), TOW vehicle, and OP Top Side

+0:05 SPC Abad wounded at the MFP

+0:08 TOWvﬂidedestmyadbyRPGvoﬂey;MFPandTOWposiﬁmpemonnd
withdraw to Command Post

+0:10 OP reported four casualties; AAF within 100m of the wire

~0015z +0:26 C26 (Brostrom) and Hovater (QRF #1) reinforce OP

~0017z +0:27 SSG[n)(3), (b)(} SBT Garcia, SPCh)3), (o)(6& SPC)(). (){QRF #2) [Phillie] [Larkspur |
reinforce OP
0022z +0:32 CAS on station, CCA and MEDEVAC departed JAF Yankee
0052z +1:02 CCA engaged AAF located north of the OP with first 30mm strike, Sﬁlrxfn
resutting in significant reduction in AAF fire Ivory
0053z +1:03 Chosen CC QRF (C1) departed FOB Blessing wi19 PAX and 4 x UAH Maple
0056z +1:08 Shortly after CCA completsd 30mm strike east of OP Top Side, C25 (SFC /  |Ixia
|Yankee| )(3). (0)() arvives at OP Tap Side with nine-man element (QRFI3) to reinforce the Seattle
oP (6)(3), B)E) Khaki
0038z +1:08 CPT[3), (o] arrives at OP Top Side in order to assess the situation Burgundy
01252 +1:35 VPB reconsolidetes and prepares casualities for evacuation; MEDEVAC Memphis
aircraft amive and extract O)3). (b)6) | <— Ipuval
0138z +1:48 Chosen QRF (C16) arrives VPB Wanat (19 PAX, 4 UAH) lowa
0140z +1:50 AAF initiated counterattack directed at the OP Fig
0145z +1:55 C16 maneuvered into and began ciearance of bazaar, hotel, and mosque Pepper
0145z +1:55 MEDEVAC of B)3), B)O) <—— [Carkspur
~0156z +2:09 MEDEVAC of__ (D)(3). (0)(6) _ Jand 1 x ANA M Phillie
0250z +3:00 Able 6 and BN QRF Platoon (A3) w30 PAX & § x UAH conducted linkup Cyan
with Chosen 8 at VPB Wanat Scorpio

0300z
0324z
0821z
08552

+3:10 Wanat bazasr reported clear, C16 established North BP

+3:34 CCA engaged AAF to the north of OP and repeis counter-attack.
+8:31 PREDATOR engaged three AAF with Hellfire

+9:05 Reinforcement helicopters arrive VPB Wanat with BN TAC(L) (6 PAX),
piatoon (21 PAX} from Battle CO (83), and enablers (6 PAX)
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TF-BAYONET

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

1500z +15:10 ANACommandodemem(‘tOO PAX) and USSF (21 PAX) arrived at VPB
Wanat and estabiish OP

(4)-{FOUO) Where did the attack occur? Provide relevant graphics and
photographs depicting the location of the attack.

[U]4Fouo) The attack occurred at VPB Wanat, located just south of the Waygul
District center in the village of Wanat, at grid coordinate|  (b)(2High According to CF
map sheets and the GIRoA Ministry of the Interior, Wanat is located in Kunar
Province. However, Wanat is also the District Capital for Waygal District in Nuristan.
Even though the National Govemnment recognizes Wanat as a part of Kunar Province,
the people and the local government all the way up to the provincial government
recognize Wanat as part of Nuristan'¥,

(5) {(FOUO) What were the specific injuries to each member of the Coalition
forces killed or injured in this attack.

[U4Foue)- Fallen Heroes: 9; Wounded in Action: 27 (18 were evacuated an 11 were
treated and returned to duty). A detailed breakdown of the specific injuries of each casualty
is depicted on slides 41 through 44 of Investigation Storyboard at Exhibit 2.

b. {FOUO) What was the base defenise protection plan for the COP? Was the
planappropriaubuodonthohminandMFacﬂvityinthama? Did the COP
commandorconductanybaedefemnhemlspﬁortoﬂnstanofﬂnawack?

'® See Bella 15-6 investigation for discussion of this issue, Exhibit 1086.
** Imegery and graphics depicting the location of the attack are inciuded in Exhibit 2 (Investigation
Storyboard)
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TF-BAYONET
SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

Was the plan followed? How many US Servicemembers were sngaged in force

protection duties at the time of the attack?

—{FOUO)- The base defense pian for VPB Wanat was an integrated platoon size
petrol base defense. The Platoon Leader and other subordinate leaders integrated their
weapons systems into a 360 degree intertocked perimeter that tied into existing terrain
and the village of Wanat'*®. One of the most important aspects of the plan was tasking
every squad to designate personnel to be prepared to reinforce whatever side of the
VPB was under attack’®. The leadership developed the plan prior to occupying VPB
Wanat through joint planning at the platoon and company level'”’. There were
refinements made on the ground by the platoon leaderhip to meet the changing
conditions**2. One key refinement was that 1LT Brostrom insisted that OP Top Side be
located ciose enough to the VPB so that it could be reinforced if necessary. The exact
location was also selected so that it could take advantage of the force protection
provided by the large boulders present at that location. This was a calculated risk
because the more dominant high ground up the spur to the East was not used.'® The
VPB was adjacent to the bazaar, the culturally accepted meeting area and center for
Afghans social events. This close interaction with the population allowed the platoon to
separate the population from the enemy. The company commander, CP'I}LZ)@), (b)(8 M

[Vankee }* See Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFC)(@), (v Exhibits 56-58, Statements of CPT)(2). ()

" See Exhibit 25, Statement of SFC))(3). (0)( It also includes a platoon sactor sketch that was
reconstrucied from memory. 1L T Brostrom drew up the original and a copy could not be iocated.

[Yankee|' see Extibits 22-25, Statements of SFC)(3). ()(Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT)(3) (0){ [Oscar |
“* See swon siatement and sector sketch for SFC))(3). () (exhibits 22-25.

0 B4th SFC)(3), (b)land CPTI3), ()|reluctantly went with 1LT Brostrom’s decision which tumed out for the

better. No matter how far OP Top Side had besn iocated up the spur, there was always more dominant
terrain which the enemy used to engage with RPGs. Once such a location had been built into a strong
point (this takes 2 significant construciion effort), If this position had located further up the spur, it would
have most iikely been cut off from the first three groups of reinforcaments and more Paratroopers most
likaly would have been loat.
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SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patroi
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

selected the style of defense due to proximily of the district center (within about 100m)
and the population’®. As for more defendable terrain, there was more militarily
defendable terrain, but each piece of land came with its own complexities.'®' The
characteristics of the counter-insurgency fight in the Waygul Valley made this terrain
optimal for its abilfity to interact with the population. The conditions changed with the
removal of the population and the lack of support from the district level governance'>2,
The base's location provided other benefits, namely the control and use of the road as a
ground access route for supplies and troop movement and also restricting the enemy’s
use of the road.

[U]—eFouo)-At the time of the attack, the base defense plan was understood and

disseminated'™. For rehearsals the unit conducted squad leader level back briefs.
They also test fired of all machine guns and indirect fire systems. SFCh)3), (-)densured
that there were other practical resources ready that would allow the platoon to
successfully defend the site, such as additional water, food, and ammunition .'** The
platoon placed the most emphasis on manning the OP, where the platoon forward
observer, SGT|(®. 0] and other strong Paratroopers ensured security'®. The plan was

followed to inciude the most difficult aspect of the plan which was reinforcing the area
that needed it most on three separate occasions.

[Oscar]| ™ see Exnibits 55-58, Statements of CFT)(3). (0)(

' See CPT Myer's sworn statement Q&A on base selection, exhibit 56.
52 See Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT(3). (b} See Exhibit 61, Statement of LTC|(t)3), (0)(6)
'S See Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFC)(3). (0)( See Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT)@3). &) [Oscar]
% See SFC)(3). (0)(Q8A sworn statements of base defense, exhibit 22-25.

™% See Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFC)(3). (0)( Exhibit 63, Statement of SG
—-SECRET/NOFORN-
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SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations - Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

[U]+Fouoy At the time of attack ali Paratroopers (48 x US and 24 x ANA) were
awake, alert, and in full battle rattle’®. Except for three engineers working on a
fiooding issue in the ammunition supply point, all were at or near their fighting
positions'*’.

U] c.{Foue) When was COP Wanat first occupied? Was COP Wanat under
construction at the time of the attack? Was the occupation and construction of
VPB Wanat a planned operation? If so, who did the planning and what planning
was done? Was a formal risk assessment conducted? i so, what was the result
of the risk assessment? How were those identifled risks mitigated?

—(FOUO)—The unit never occupied or established a permanent COP in the village
of Wanat, but established a vehicle patrol base in Wanat on 8 July 2008.

—{FOUO)- The element from Chosen Company occupied a fighting position with
the intention of constructing a permanent combat outpost.

_{FOUO) The CF presence in Wanat was a deliberats and planned operation.
The unit (CJTF/brigade/battalion/company) completed extensive planning and
developed a CJTF level approved CONOP for the operation'®. The planning also
consisted of riumerous products and assessments generated by the BDE/BN level
engineers'®®. A formal risk assessment was conducted before the location was
occupied'®,

[Yankee | % see Exhibits 22-25, Statements of SFCh)). (0)d
" See Exhibit 20, Statement of SPC (B)3), B)E) |
'** Reference CONOP ROCK MOVE (Level 1 CONOP) for the establishment of VPB Wanat, Exhibit 101,
'® See Exhibit 103, Proposed Construction Plan,
' Refarence slide 30, CONOP ROCK MOVE (Level 1 CONOP), Exhibit 101.
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

-(FGHG}CP'I‘@),(b) sought and was resourced with additional combat power in
order to mitigate the tactical risk:

» four up-amored HMMWVs with two Mk-19 grenade launchers and two
M2 .50 caliber machine guns;

= attachment of a TOW missile team with ITAS and an up-armared
HMMWY from Destined Company to over-watch the building of the VPB:

¢ attachment of a heavy mortar (120mm) with a four man crew to provide

. additional organic indirect fire support for the platoon;

s attachment of an engineer section of five engineers as well as contracted
engineer equipment to expedite force protection;

¢ an ANA Platoon;

» and an LRAS.

~+FOUO)- Additional steps taken to mitigate risk included:
» separating the closure COP Bella with the establishment of VPB Wanat
by insuring that COP Bella was completely ciosed down before
establishing VPB Wanat'®' :

* establishing the VPB under the cover of darkness during the moming

hours of 8 July'®;
e manning all heavy weapons throughout the day as other Paratroopers
worked on construction;
™! See CPTh)(3), (b)(Gstatement, Exhibit 56. Bngmmmcmnsumm
for resources with Chosen Company so that all energy could be focused on the

sstablishment of VPB Wanat.
“wwmmmmmmmmdm,mmmmmm enemy's
most likely course of action which was to strike with IEDs before the vehicles rolled into the VPB. See
Exhidbit 101, CONOP ROCK MOVE, which states that the most likely enemy course action wouid be 10
empiace IEDs to prevent the movement of vehicies from Camp Blessing to Wanat.
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SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

* making force protection the #1 priority of work; ‘

s constructing OP Top Side, manning the OP with an entire squad,
outfitting the OP with an LRAS, manning the OP twenty-four hours a day,
and keeping the OP ciose enough to the VPB so it could be reinforced if
necessary;

* stockpiling ammunition, water and food at every position so that they
couid sustain the fight without having to be resupplied in a short duration;

¢ and conducting stand-to and stand-down at dawn and dusk every day
using 100% of the force®.

d. {FOUO) Had VPB Wanat besen attacked in the 30 days prior to this attack?
if so, what were the extent of the attacks?

(FOUO)-VPB Wanat had existed for only five days prior to the attack. It had not
been previously attacked.

—(FOUO) After attending shuras at the Waygul District Center in Wanat, AAF
attacked the CF elements retuming from that shura on two different occasions. The
attacks, 26 MAY 08 and 08 JUN 08, were conducted just south of Wanat on the retum
patrol to Camp Blessing. The attacks were complex ambushes on the CF convoy,
although the second ambush was significantly reduced due to CF response'®.

{(FOUO) Additionally, TF Rock Paratroopers occupied between 15 and 25
pemmanent positions throughout the Kunar and Nuristan provinces in their 15 month
deployment. During that time, the unit was involved in over 1,000 direct/indirect fire

'“ See Exhibits 55-58, Statements of CPT- -(3) (b)| See Exhibit 100, VPB Defense Plan; and see Exhibits
22-25, SFCH)(3), (b)(q Statemnents.

* See Exhibit 61, Statement of LTC, (0)(3). (0)©)

—SECRET/NOFORN—
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| ®)@High |
SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casuaities, 13 July 2008

engagements with the enemy. A large number of these engagements were at or within
one kilometer of their bases. TF Rock Paratroopers were axperienced war fighters and
Chosen Company in particular was experienced in fighting the enemy in the rugged and
austere terrain of the Waygul District'®,

[UNCLASSIFIED| .

e. (S/REL TO USA, GCTF, ISAF, NATO//DISPLAY- ONLY-TO-AFG) Had any
intelligence been received indicating a possible attack in the 30 days prior to this
attack? if so, what was that intelligence? What actions were taken as a resuilt of
that intelligence? Were those actions appropriate? Was a current threat analysis

conducted?
[UNCLASSIFIED|

—(SIREL TO-USA; GCTT, ISAF, NATO/DISPLAY-ONLY TO AFG) Yes, there

was intefligence that an attack would occur, but this was to be expected for the Waygal
District. The TF Rock INTSUM for 12 July 2008 stated that the Taliban Commander,
| ®6© | along with 20 Taliban fighters, plan on attacking newly constructed VPB
Kahler, Wanat Village through multiple sources.
[UNCLASSIFIED |

~{SIREL TO USA, - CCTFISAF, NATO/DISPLAY-ONLY TO-AFG) Pending attack on
Coalition Forces Base. Taliban Commander] (b)(6) | along with 20 Taliban
fighters, pien on attacking newly constructed COP Kahler, Wanat Village| (b)(2)High |
(b)(2)High Pech District, Konar Province, Afghanistan, on an unspecified date in
the near futwre. (Source Commen{ _ ()(6) _|wanis to attack the base within a week
in order to hait construction on the new American Base.) Tallban commanders in the
Waygul Valley| (b)(2)High |have orders from unspecified sources to hinder
construction on COP KAHLER at all costs.|  ())(6)  |will use an unknown number of
rockets. rocket propelled grenades, PK machine guns and AK-47 assault rifles for the

future amuk{ (b)(2)High | (Listed in the TF ROCK INTSUM 12JUL08)

—SECRET/NOFORN
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—SECRET/NOFORN—

Ul —Fouoy Many leaders and Sokiers stated that the villagers told them there
wouid be an attack very soon. CPT |, ) 1LT Brostrum and SGT)(). ©)(had dinner with
O lon the night of the 12" and he informed them that the VPR would be
attacked'®. Additionally, there had been daily reports of 200-300 fighters that were
massing o attack COP Bella in the first 10 days of July. When the CF closed down
Balla on the 8%, they expected the enemy to shift his focus to VPB Wanat'®”,

—(FQUQ)- Based upon the fact that the enemy normally conducts probing attacks
prior to conducting an all out large scale attack, it was logical to think that an attack of
20 AAF would be a probing attack. What was not known was the collusion that took
place between the District ANP Chief and the AAF®. Under the circumstances, the
actions taken to mitigate this threat enumerated in paragraph 30b were reasonabie.

[UNCLASSIFIED|

f.A(S/REL-TCSAF-NATO) What intsiligence, Surveiliance, and
Reconnaissance (ISR) platforms wers covering COP Wanat at the time of the
attack? Was the ISR support appropriate? What organic ISR support was
available at the COP? Was that organic support adequate?

(b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4c

|Gray| ‘“Seeammn?.maﬂfmmmemRoeks-s.Mulg(s),<b>g|mwmcnnoa<p|dmmeamountofomtam
Seatll TFRockhabunnduﬁngtlanSmonﬂxdaploymemﬁo ghanie
™ See SGT[3), () statements, and see statements of CPT
-Oscar

(3). (o) Exhibits 7-9, Exhibits 55-58. CPT
)(3), (b)((expeacted an atiack but there was no definitive intailigence to cause him to befieve that the attack
y would be more than a probing attack.

** Exhibit 61, Statement of LTCH)(2). (:(q Exhibit 101, CONOP Rock Move.

'® See Exhibits 111-113, inelligence Reports and see Exhibit 3, OPSUM 7322-203 (WANAT). After the
évent, it was discovered that the District Police Chief and Danovcnor!udbeenfacﬂms the

impending attack.
—SECRET/NOFORN-
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[UNCLASSIFIED |

~SECRET/NOFORN

| ®)Hih |
SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

had its own Predator line, as is customary for maneuver brigades in Iraq, it wouid have
been able to provide airbomne ISR coverage of the battie as it developed much more
quickly.

[U]g-~(FOUO)- What was the relationship with the local community prior to the
attack? Was there any indication from the local community that there would be

an upcoming attack?

[UlFOU0).- The relationship with locals at Wanat ranged from hostility to
indifference to friendship. There was no intelligence from the nearby iocal district center
or ANP headquarters indicating an attack. A local eider, (b)(6) | who lived in a
house‘ (b)(6), (b)(2)High wamed the piatoon that an attack was coming the next
day, on each day from 08-12 JUL 08'®. The Chosen Company Sokliers received
information that when the local civilian population left the area there was an impending
attack. However, this was a typical event on the battiefield in eastern Afghanistan.
The Chosen Company and TF Rock Paratroopers were not overly concerned with the
intelligence and impending attack, as it was a normal occurrence (reference the TF
Rock TIC Slide that demonstrates the 1,100 TIC's in the last 15 months)'™. Many

[Oscar |intelligence reports indicated an attack was impending, but CPT)). ((and LT Brostrom
believed the attack wouid be probing in nature and most likely an indirect fire attack.
Their assessment of the impending indirect fire attack was the reason for foxhole

praparations’”'. As of note, the Chosen Company elements did not notice the civilians
of Wanat leaving the village on the night of 12-13 July 2008.

'* Exhibks 55-68, CPT))(2), (-)|Statements; Exhibits 7-, Statements of SGT)) ()| [Seattle]

'™ See Exhibit 117, email from the TF Rock $-3, MAJ)(3). ()(in which he expiains the amount of contact
TF Rock has been n during their 15 month deploymaent to Afghanistan.

‘"Seeenmss-sa. Statements of CPT))(3), (b)(
—SECRET/NOFORN-
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SECRET/NOFORN-

b)(2)High
|SUB(.;(E)C;' : AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualfies, 13 July 2008
[U]-4FOU)- To further caveat the relationship with the local Afghan villagers in
Wanat, the group and individual consensus were vastly different. While meeting with
small groups of o) [CPT)5) (and 1LT Brostrom reported that the locals fully
supported the base. However, in larger group mestings the elders were more neutral or
non-supportive. This is typical of the population due to the threat of AAF intelligence
collection. The villager will remain neutral in large groups to protect their families from
targeting by the AAF. CPT assesment was that the population in Wanat
wanted the base and CF presence, but lacked the strength to assume responsibility as
leaders in their community. Many| ()6 |privately toki CPT)@). b)(that a base would be
most successful if he built it without any local national permission (land agreements or
village meetings). The reason for these recommendations is that it would culturally
protect the locals from AAF reprisais and the locals would accept the base. In CPT
[Oscar] @ e)copinion, he did not move quick enough to establish the base through the
methods that elders recommended in private'™. The long negotiation process with local
villagers aliowed the AAF to develop a complex plan to attack the base’”>.

h-(S/NF). What was the indirect fire plan? Was it integrated with other military
instaliations in the area? What organic indirect fire support was available at COP
Wanat? Was that level of support appropriate? Was close air support requested
and delivered in a timely manner?

—(FQUG)—The indirect fire plan is shown on slides 15-17 of Exhibit 2 {Investigation
Storyboard).

™™ See Exhibits 55-58, Statsments of CPT)(3). ()| Exhibits 7-8, Statements of SGT)3) ()| [Seatlle]

™ See Exhibit 81, Statement of LTC__(0)3). ()(6) | Sea Exhibits 56-58, Stetements of CPTi\3) (| [Oscar |
Seatl Exhibits 7-9, Statements of SGT(3), (b)
eatte

SECRET/NOFORN —
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—SECRET/NOFORN—

| O)@Hgh |

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patro)
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

«(FOUG) It took into account the 120 mm mortar emplaced at VPB Wanat, as well as
two 155mm M777 Howitzers at Camp Blessing. The 120mm mortar at Camp Blessing
does not range Wanat'™,

—(FOUOY}- In addition to the 120mm mortar there was a 80mm mortar organic to VPB
Wanat. This amount of organic indirect fire was more than nommally is found at a
platoon VPB, but this was an intentional decision to compensate for risk during the build

178 .
up'”.

Some Paratroopers perceived that close air support (CAS) and close combat
aviation (CCA) aircraft did not arrive until 60-90 minutes into the battle. It is clear from
the MIRC chat logs (Exhibits 80-86)) and the AH-84 gun tapes (Exhibit 97) that fixed
wing CAS started arriving at 00222 (0452L.), 29 minutes after contact was first reported
and AH-64 Apache attack helicopters started arriving at 00522z (0522L), 59 minutes after
contact was first reported. Given that the fixed wing CAS had fly in from Bagram Airfieid
and the CCA had to fly up from Jalalabad, both assets were very responsive. However,
the most responsive fires were the 120m mortar up until it was destroyed and the
155mm Howitzers which began firing within six minutes from when contact was first
reported'™®.

i. (FOUO) What was the personal protective equipment requirements for
individuals on the COP? Were those requirements followed? Were the
requireaments appropriate?

174 See Exhibit 2, Investigation Storyboard, Fires plan.
[Oscar ] see Extibits 55-5¢, Statements of CPT)). ()

178 Exhibit 81, Rock Fires Mirc Chat Logs.

SECRET/NOFORN—
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(b)(2)High

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicle Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

—(FOUO)-The piatoon was required to wear their equipment at afl times when
moving around the area. At stand-to, the time the attack occurmed, all personnel were
required to wear all personal protective equipment. This is both appropriate and
standard procedure when conducting stand-to. All were wearing the required
equipment.

j.—(FOUO;mt,ifany,McaItrmnontwaspmvidodmm ,
servicomembers? Were the MEDEVAC procedures timely and appropriate under
the circumstances?

—{FOUO) All service members received treatment for wounds within moments of
getting injured'”. All Task Force Rock Paratroopers are Rock First Responder trained
and there is at lsast one Combat Life Saver (CLS) and one Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) per squad. When a Rock Paratrooper is injured his first aid is from a
fellow Paratrooper, whether that is a Rock First Responder or EMT. The injured
Paratrooper is then moved to the platoon level casualty collection point (CCP) to receive
treatment from a highly trained platoon medic'™. From this point, the unit will request
MEDEVAC depending on the circumstances of the injury.'™

«S/NF) In this situation, the MEDEVAC procedures were timely. As soon as the
situation was under control the MEDEVAC moved in, and in some cases they landed,
while there was significant amounts of fighting'®. The first MEDEVAC arrived at 0125z

7 See Generally, Exhibits 7-85, Statements of Soldiers invoived in the Battie of Wanat.
Mahogeny|™ See Exhibit 70, Statement of SPC  (b)(3), (b)(6)  } Exhibits 55-50, Statements of CPT)(3), () M
'” Reference DA 1156's Casualty Feader Cards for each casuaity, Exhibits 86-88.

'® Ses Exhibit 97, AH-84 Gun Tapes; Exhibits 90-96, Mirc Chat Logs; See Exhibit 88, MEDEVAC Patient
Raports.

-SECRET/NOFORN—

[UNCLASSIFIED|

002079


pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
U

pelletcr
Text Box
U

pelletcr
Text Box
U

pelletcr
Text Box
U

pelletcr
Text Box
Oscar

pelletcr
Text Box
Mahogeny


Mahogeny
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-SECRET/NOFORN-

(b)(2)High

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicie Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

(0S55L), one hour and thirty-five minutes into the fight'®", The treatment of casuaities
is also marked by superb first aid provided by the first responders and several
individuals with additional medical training, for example SPC ()3), (4)(6) 182

k~FOUO) What is the nature and extent of loss of military equipment?

(FOUO) Military equipment belonging to several military organizations was lost,
damaged, or destroyed in the fight. The property identified by the units to the

investigating officer is included in this report, 183

l. {FOUO) Were any Law of Armed Conflict violations alleged or observed
during this engagement? If so0, by whom and what were the specific violations?

- Did AAF sttack the COP from inside mosques or other protected buiidings (e.g.

schools, hospitals)?

{FOUOQ).- AAF fighters attacking VPB Wanat utilized all civilian structures in the
aree, including civilian homes. Multiple eyewitnesses reported AAF fighters firing on
VPB Wanat from the mosque in the village. This was confirmed by eyewitnesses that
found AK-47 brass shell casings inside the mosque after the battle. | find this was a
violation of the iaw of armed conflict, and that coalition Paratroopers lawfully exercised
their right of self-defense by retuming fire against the mosque, which was within 15
meters of the VPB perimeter/positions with the proportional amount of force necessary

to neutralize the threat. AAF also fired multiple RPGs at the mosque as coalltion forces
cleared the village of AAF fighters. | found no evidence of violations of the Law of
Armed Confiict by ISAF, ANA, or other coalition forces during the engagement.

'¥' See Exhibit 88, MEDEVAC Patient Reports (end of tabbed section).

' Refarence Exhibit 2, Investigation Storyboard for a timeline of the MEDEVACs.

'8 Reference the list of battie ioss equipment and the four FLIPL’s, Exhibit 80.
—SECRET/NOFORN _
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“SECRET/NOFORN-

TF-BAYONET
SUBJECT: AR 15-8 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicie Patrol

Base (VPB) Wanat Compilex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008
m. (FOUO} Recommendations conceming improvements, if any, to coalition

force techniques, tactics, and procedures to prevent future incidents from
occurring.

(b)(5), (b)(2)High, (b)(6)

—SECRET/NOFORN—

|[UNCLASSIFIED|

002081


pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
U


Hotel

|[UNCLASSIFIED |

—SECRET/NOFORN—

(b)(2)High
SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — Vehicie Patrol
Base (VPB) Wanat Complex Attack and Casualties, 13 July 2008

(b)(2)High, (b)(5)

n. {FOUC) Other matters deemed relevant by the Investigating Officer.
Key Findings and recommendations:

(b)(2)High, (b)(5)

-
% Also see Exhibit 115, Memorandum for Record of phone conversations bstween medical axaminers
mOOLdsoseeaubpoymdmmiedkwuﬂmmmmatEmMHSJm.

“'Om‘mmnsnmmmpvwided:mmalmmberofhhuvhmmgivm;mﬁvahom

six of the nine remains were taken. Requested but did not receive permission to review fixed wing CAS

m;mmmdmpﬁs'(mm);mwmmdwmmmm
from remains (pending). Also the enemy tape recorded the "Ranch House" referenced in Exhibit 107 and

— SECRET/NOFORN —
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~SECRET/NOFORN-

(b)(2)High
UBJECT. AR 15-6 Investigation Findings and Recommendations — icle Patro
Base(VPB)WathomplexAthd(andCasualﬁes. 13.!!.!312008s vehicie l

(b)(2)High, (b)(5)

4. The point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned.

(b)), (b)(6)

Hotel

— COL,IN
Investigating Officer

Encls
As

which were used as propaganda aimost a later for the ich i
i Prope year pianned attack on COP Bella which is
—  SECRET/NOFORN—

[UNCLASSIFIED|

002083


pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Line

pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


pelletcr
Text Box
Hotel


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

HEADQUARTERS, COMBINED/JOINT TASK FORCE (CJTF)-101
BAGRAM AIRFIELD, AFGHANISTAN
APO AE 09354

REMLY 70
ATTENTION OF

CITF-101-CS 14 JuL 208

Hotel | MEMORANDUM FOR COL|  ()3). (0)©) Headquarters and Headquarters Co -
’ mpanyo)(2)Hig
()2High  (Combined Joint Task Force (CITF)-101

SUBIECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer

1. You are hereby appointed as an investigating officer to conduct an informal investigation
IAW AR 15-6 into the complex attack and the resulting deaths and injuries ed on or

about 12 July 2008 at Combet Outpost (COP) Wanat. I appoint CPT| ()3). 0)6) | Task
Force Rock, to serve as your Assistant Investigating Officer.

2. Your investigation will address the following matters using a question and answer format in
your findings and recommendations:

a. What are the facts and circumstances surrounding the complex attack on COP Wanat?

(1) How many US Servicemembers and Afghan National Army Soldiers were occupying
COP Wanat? What Units were present at the time of the attack?

(2) Who attacked the COP? How many Anti-Afghan Forces (AAF) were involved in the
attack? How many AAF were killed or injured during the attack? Were any AAF identified after
the attack? Were any of the AAF foreign nationals? If so, what was their country of origin?

(3) When did the attack begin? Develop a timeline of the key events leading up to,
during, and after the attack.

(4) Where did the attack occur? Provide relevant graphics and photographs depicting the
location of the attack.

(5) What were the specific injuries to each member of the Coalition forces killed or
injured in this attack?

b. What was the base defense force protection plan for the COP? Was the plan appropriate
based on the terrain and AAF activity in the area? Did the COP commander conduct any base
defense rehearsals prior to the start of the attack? Was the plan followed? How many US

Servicemembers were engaged in force protection duties at the time of attack?

c. When was COP Wanat first occupied? Was COP Wanat under construction at the time of
the attack? Was the occupation and constrction of COP Wanat a planned operation? Is so, who

002084
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CJTF-101-CS
SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer

did the planning and what planning was done? Was a formal risk assessment conducted? If so,
what was the result of the risk assessment? How were those identified risks mitigated?

d. Had COP Wanat been attacked in the 30 days prior to this attack? If so, what were the
extent of the attacks?

¢. Had any intelligence been received indicating a possible attack in the 30 days prior to this
attack? Is so, what was that intelligence? What actions were taken as a result of that
intelligence? Were those actions appropriate? Was a current threat analysis conducted?

f. What Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) platforms were covering COP
Wanat at the time of the attack? Was the ISR support appropriate? What organic ISR support
was available at the COP? Was that organic support adequate? -

g What was the relationship with the local commumity prior to the attack? Was there any
indication from the local community that there would be an upcoming attack?

h. What was the indirect fire plan? If so, was it integrated with other military installations in
the area? What organic indirect fire support was available at COP Wanat? Was that level of
support appropriate? Was close air support requested and delivered in a timely manner?

i. What was the personal protective equipment requirements for individuals on the COP?
Were those requirements foliowed? Were the requirements appropriate?

j. What, if any, medical treatment was provided to the Servicemembers? Were the
MEDEVAC procedures timely and appropriate under the circumstances?

k. What is the nature and extent of loss of military equipment?

I. Were any Law of Armed Conflict violations alleged or observed during this engagement?
If so, by whom and what were the specific violations? Did AAF attack the COP from inside
Mosques or other protected buildings (eg. Schools, Hospitals)?

m. Recommendations concerning improvements, if any, to coalition force techniques, tactics
and procedures to prevent future incidents from occwring?

0. Any other matters you deem relevant.

3. This investigation is your primary duty until completed and takes precedence over all other
duties and assignments.

002085
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SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer

4. Use AR 15-6 to guide your investigation. Consider any evidence in the investigation that you
determine to be relevant and material to the incident. You should make appropriate findings and
recommendations based on the facts gathered during the investigation. The completed
investigation will include:

a. This memorandum of appointment;

b. A completed DA Form 1574;

¢. A memorandum for record with your findings and recommendations. Your findings are to
be based on the facts you gather and your recommendations should include how to avoid or to
mitigate the effects of this type of incident in the future;

d. An executive summary;

¢. An index of exhibits;

f. A chronology of your investigation;

g. All exhibits labeled in successive order;

h. A list of all persons interviewed and those from whom no statement was taken:
i. Proper classification markings for each paragraph, page, and exhibit; and

j- A power point slide listing lessons learned from the incident that can be disseminated to the
entire Combined Joint Operations Area-Afghanistan.

5. During your investigation you will be required to interview and/or question numerous
witnesses as well as obtain sworn statements and other documentary evidence. You are directed
to obtain sworn statements from all witnesses memorialized on a DA Form 2823, Sworn
Statement, unless impracticable or otherwise directed by your legal advisor. In the event that you
are unable to obtain a swomn statement from a witness, you will prepare a detailed Memorandum
For Record (MFR) memorializing the witness interview and explaining why a sworn statement
was not obtained. As for documentary evidence, you should obtain original documents whenever
possible. If originals are unavailable, ensure that accurate, legible copies are provided along with
an MFR documenting where the original is maintained and why it was not obtained.

6. You must interview or arrange for a sworn statement from:
a. Every individual who may have first-hand knowledge of facts surrounding the incident.

002086
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SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer

b. Any civilian or military witnesses present at the location of the incident who may have
witnessed the incident or the events leading up to the incident.

c. Any other relevant witness.

7. If, prior to or during any interview, you suspect an individual subject to the UCMJ of
committing a UCMIJ offense, you are required to advise that individual of his or her Article 31,
UCM]J, rights, both orally and in writing, before any interview or questioning may commence
and/or continue. A DA Form 3881, Rights Waming Procedure/Waiver Certificate should be
used to accomplish this. If the individual being interviewed is a DA or Federal civilian
employee, you must first consult your legal advisor prior to interviewing this witness in order to
ensure any union or collective bargaining rights are protected. Consult your legal advisor if
confronted with a witness you suspect of misconduct.

Bubbles |8. MAJ ()@ b)), b)2Hih  |Brigade Judge Advocate, has been designated as your legal

|Bubb|es |

advisor. He will assist you with any legal issues that may arise during your investigation. MAJ
b)(3), (b)(6| will remain in theater until the investigation is complete. He may be contacted at DSN

Bubbles (b)) (b)(3), (b)(6) swa.army.mil.

9. Submit your completed report with all enclosures and DA Forms no later than 27 July 2008 to

|Crayon |CPT (b)(3), (0)(6) ) CITF-101 Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, for legal review. If any

circumstances prevent a timely completion of your report, submit extension requests through
CPT to me for approval.

10. The point of contact for this memorandum is CPT (©0)©3). (0©6) | CJTF-101, Chief of
Administrative Law at DSN| ()2 |

FOR THE COMMANDER:
(b)(3), (b)(6)
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff
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