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Interview with SSG[ 1)) v)6)
21 October 2008

IE‘(?’)’ (b) f’MFf name '5| (b)(3), (b)(6) l 4 historian with the Combat Studies Institute, and I'm
[ Yankee [MISHVIEWINgG Staff Sorzeam (b)(3), (b)(6) | This is an unclassified interview so if 1 stray into

anything that's classified. just say, "L ean’t 1alk about that.” 'd like to start out with vou giving me some
background on what vou did before you joined the Army, where vou went to school. whiere you grew up
and how you came 1o enlist in the Army.

(BB' es, sir. I'm 31 vears old and I'm from Traverse City, Michigan. up north where there's nothing
really to do but owtdoor activities. so | was very active in hunting, camping and all the snow sports. 1 did
well in school, | just couldn’t sit still. | was always an active, outdoor persen. The Frst book 1 checked out
of the library was on tanks and planes, so it was almost from a little kid that | was destined o be in the
Army. Once | was in high school, | Jjust could not see myself going to college. | knew it would waste
money. | was still checking out books on the Army and it was pretty natural, actually, to join in my senior
vear. 1 was an airborne infantryman. | had no doubt. it just seemed right and it was from the get-go of
what [ wanted to be.

b(3), (b)eould you talk about some of the military schools that vou've attended prior to going to

Afghanistan this last time?

(élfhis time the schoals | went to were Jumpmaster, HHAZMAT, stuff that would help the company
along. I was the senior stafl sergeant (E6), so [ was 1rying 1o do us much as 1 could for the company, |
went on a couple training rotations to prepare us for the deplovment, plus I did multiple instructions with
other companics and another battalion, the brigade support battalion (BSB), in teaching them how to react
to fire and swiff like that

(3), (p){eWhen did you take over as platoon sergeant for 2nd Platoen?
| Yankee (H) 3), (b}(6) wats in April 2008.

(3), (p)f8yan you describe the platoon at that time? Who were the people in it? What was their state of
training like and thar sort of thing?

mﬂs), (b](ﬁ)hc state ol training, I'd say, of the company entirely was reaily high. By that time, not just the
platoon itself was well trained, the whole company was. 1 couldn't have asked for a better umt, this
company, and a betier platoon to get. At that time, we had been in combat already for almost a vear. so
we were alrcady well trained and combat veterans by that time. Everybody had been working well
together, intermixing squads or going on another team or anather squad to beef up a patrol. It wasn't
hampering at all because we were so used 10 working with each other, We were in a high state of combar
readiness at that time,

[ Date d,b(3)‘ (b)}id) rom 1 April until about | July 2008, what kinds of activities was 2nd Platoon involved in? Where
id those operations take place?

& were out at Camp Blessing so we had our area that we covered, but we also did all the battalion
CONOPs plus going into other areas to help out. | wouldn't say we were doing more than other platsons
and companies for sure. | don’t want 1o say that, but we were definitely doing a lot We did every
different type of mission, from regular combat patrols, counter improvised explosive device (IED), plus
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the different operations 1hat we did We had a wide v
very used to thinking on our feet and reseling.

(3). (b)6Fould you give me & description of what the platoon looked like. kind of a

What kinds of weapons svstems did the platoon contain?

ariety of nperations that we were used to. We were

mini order of batyle?

Yanke ! e gole 4 ailill
|_e(ﬂ_(3)» OI6We were oraanized as u regular light infantey platoon and all the weapens therein, plus some
meunted elements when we were out on the road, 1 hese were typical from a MK-19 and a .50 cal for our

heavy weapons on the vehicles o the regular light infantry platoon 240s, squad automatic weapons
(SAWSs), Mds, 2035,

[ Date )(3), (p)|Bere these vehicles part of 2nd Platoon during this time period?

| Yankee (L)ks), (o)&es, sir. | signed for them and was responsible for them, so yes, they were part of 2nd Platoon.
Luckily my first couple of years in the Army | was an 11T, which is the mounted. So 1 was ablo to gel
whatever they didn’t know, what they didn’t have a vast knowledge of already, I was able to train them
up even tirther

| _Date_(b}(3). (b)(6) =1 you talk me through when vou first found out that thers was going to be some sort of mission
that you guys were going to go and establish a combat outpost at Wanar?

. 3). (bY@t was always talked about. It was one of those locations where it needed 1o be set up. The district

government center was at that location so they needed us to help out. It helps give them even just extra
morale to have us around and they needed that, so it was always an idea 1o go up there. We always knew
it was a possibility, that during our tour there we would £0 up there.

(3). (PY8Yan you talk me through the days prior 10 13 July? What did vour platoon do when they arrived?
How did you set up your defensive positions and that sort of thing?

(Befnre we even left, working with leadership, helping them come with the external assets plus their
own supplies, stff like that that we would need up there. We knew we had to have a good defensive
position, so the first couple days was just nothing but digging in hard ground. which vou could only get
maybe about a foor to two feet down, It was still the dead heat of Afghanistan, so during the hottest parts
of the day in the afterncon there was a lot less being done just because even working for 10 minutes,
you're using up a lot of water. We tried 1o do as much as we could from first light at four o’ clock in the
marning until it got just 100 hot, Then we would rest up and then trv 1o get some more stutt done when it
started cooling down a little bit towards sundown,

| Date | @®)3), o)EWere these two-man lighting positions or just typical foxhale things? Could vou describe these at
all?

[ Yankee |(® Bily platoon leader’s (PL) and my intent was 1o set up a bunker-type, a stronghold defense using
HESCOs that we just got with the Bobeat that helped fill, plus digging the hole behind the HESCO 1f we
used a four-toot HESCO. then we would dig down two feet so we'd have six feet, so you might have a
wall or firing ports to give us better defensive positions.

| Date | (#)(3). (b)®) okl you give me any details on how you coordinated any indirect fire that you might need for a
defensive position like that?

| Yankee ()(3), (b))t 18 Stre i we cin g o that.

[
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| Date (tL

3). (b)@ight. The outer defenses were single

Oscar

[ Yankee d)

(3), (b)jee problem. Ou 12 Tuly, could you describe what this combat outpost looked like? lalk me through
3 . e, 4 1 i - - - - . 3 W =
now you guys sei up this OF that was about 75 yards out in front of the main position.

-strand coneertina wire, some parts were aclually double. Cur
main concern was the high ground around. so that’s why we had the bunker positions. A single Man was
Just not practical for the area. Up until the night of the 12th. we. of course, were being told that we were
going to be attacked, and it's not that we were taking that lightly; we always knew that there was a really.
really good possibility of it. But e erywhere we went and every day | was in country, a different person
would tell me that, It wasn't that we were getting intel and then just saving, “Oh whatever, we 2
hear that ™ We always knew

always
Wwe were, we just didn’t know when, of course,

Date (B}(3). (b){GHO S aetinally came down from Captaig)(3), (p)pput it wasn't unusual that you guys might be

attacked?

3), Lh@B)ight, that’s what I'm saying. It wasn't unusual that we'd always be hearing that,

[ Date |(b*3), (bil(@ouid you tell me the location in refarence to the little village of Wanat, where vou were located?

Were you directly south of the town?

| Yankee (_b.l,3), (b)@BYe were right in it. Their shops were on the other side of the road. They were,

1 8 5ensc, our

nexidoor neighbors

[ pate b

(3), O)@he OP was set up directly east of the...?

| Yankee([3). (b)(B)E Bad U, the road. then & shop and then on the other side of the shop on a little hill was the OP It

[ Date_(b)

was  fittle bit more than a stone’s throw away.

3), (b)@jow did you go about setting up the OP or how your platoon leader set up the OP? Describe what
That looked like.

| Yankee |(b 3). (Y6 that area there's a lot of big rocks. but the ground was a little softer due to the farming and we

couldn’t HESCOs and the Bobeat up there. So that was done with sandbags with multiple positions, plus
multiple avenues that you could go 1o support one of the fighting positions even though they were 10
meters away. Behind it was a sandbag wall so vou could run to the other pusition without exposing
vourself.

[_pate_| (b)¢

3), (b){@n the main position that you guys were in, did you have any mortars or anything with you?

)(8.)03.&!'. ves, we had some.
b 3), (bJ(6y our mortar position, was that co-located with the command post (CP)?

| Yankee (b)(3), (b)(6) It Was te dhic sl

Giﬂn vou describe the events that took place when you guys had stand-to on 13 July in the morning?
)(@mnd—m is not only a standard procedure for the Army, but it's something I believe in entirely. | was

in the Ranch House attack back in August 2007 when they hit us at five o’clock in the morning, so I knew
that was a time that they liked to hit. I'm a huge believer and a huge enforeer of stand-10. Everybody was
ready, even a half hour before it got light. Evervbody was up and in their armor, 100 percent (imaudibis)
5ecu;'iry and not a lot of movement around  [t's one thing [ preach: you're down in your position scanning

ol
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in your seetor, | was doing my typical rounds of going from position to position, checking them out. when
one of the Humvees with a weapons system sighted a couple guys up in some high' ground. Started
discussing with the commanding officer (CO) at that time what we were going to do and then | staried
walking towards the mortar pit. Se:*gczin) who was rimning the mortar, me and him are really
good friends, so | was going 1o talk t him about laving in the mortar tube on that position and talked
about what he could get up there and how fast he could move, o discuss our options with the mortar.
That’s when the first couple rounds hit to my left, hit the HESCO, and the next couple rounds went to my
right. That first burst was when Specialist Abad was hit. :

((3)y ()@ was with Headguarters Company. is that correct?

b)(&ight. he was one of the mortars.

IﬂDate (3), (b)[6)° it was all pretty much small arms fire at that time onte the maortar location?

) 3) (p)@yell, it’s one of those events where | remember the first burst. In my mind it was, well, here we go. |
ran into the mortar pit. got into position, and then all I could hear was nothing but all sorts of small anns
and explosions, so [ knew RPGs were starting to come in.

(3), (b)6) ou were located pretty close at this time (o the CO, Captaigdy3), b)@po vou recall what he was
domy at this time?

é)mas actually away from him. He was by the CP and, like I said. 1 was over at the mortar pit. The
fire was so intense that | decided to stay und help at the mortar pit because they had one of the perimeter
positions and that area was just behind the wall. The mortar pit was wire, but there was a trail there and
there was a lot of cover from trees. so [ decided to stay and help

| Date (b3, pfe}e the mortars, at this time. are still operational or were they?

| vankee kbl(3), ){®jothing that I could tell ever hit the mortar tube while 1 was there, but the mortar crew was pinned
and we were defending that position from the south and from the southeast side. We were in heavy
contact right there. We had 1o secure ourselves before we could do anvthing with the mortar tube

[ Date ZH(S), (b)ld)! looked like most of the enemy fire was coming in from an casterly direction?

| Yankee H(g), (b)lé‘y"cll. at that time, talking from the OP, they were getting all the fire from the north. the east and
some of the southeast. Then the mortar pit was carching fire from the south and the southwest. There
witsn'tanything really coming from the west high ground,

| Date lb*3), (b*éy\"aﬁ there fire coming out of Wanat itself?

(3), (b)[6)! that time, very little. In my opinion. they were using thal thne to maneuver on in.
‘ (3), (b){ef-an you talk me through the rest of the actions that day?

. gyes, sir. Afler about 15 minutes at the mortar pit, | would guess, | ||'jsc all concept of time 1.i'!HE':‘.
one of my things in combat. An hour goes by in two minutes and two minutes sometimes go by n an
hour, if vou know what | mean. Firing from there, we were throwing grenades. firing AT4s. | must have
fired about eight magazines. The ammo point was there also. We were trying 10 get ammo from there and
we'd get shot at into the pit. About that time, & round hit the mortar ammo and we saw some sparks. From
talking to the mortar guys, they think it hit one of little charges that go with the mertar round and sparked
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dragging Specialist Ab "

; § wheitb)(3). (b)@was shet, when he was carrying Abad. Once we sotl thers
just before that also was when the TOW truck was hit with multiple RP(imaastga;? lt?::l c(r_:\: La::t:wz?sz‘::g;: )
It was also co-focated at the CP. Once | got to the CP, | made sure that our wounded were l;eing a.'w"ud for
zfnd then the CO was talking 1o the battalion and w orking external assets. | was working the local defense
for that gosition. My radic was out at the time. They had flooded the mortar pit and my hand mike had
dropped in the water and quit working so | was out of comms until | 20t 1o the CP. Once there, trying w
assess the situation. At that time. the main papt of the forward operating base (FOB) was not catchiﬁg that
much. The position 1o my north, which was abou: 15 meters where most of my 2nd Squad was, they had
sustained a few casualtics. wounded. so | ran over there to see what was gﬁwing on and to see if they
needed any help. | discovered that my medic plus two guvs from 2o Squad were wounded. They were
being worked on. From those positions. | didn't fire at all. | don’t know if they were rc-m;meu»eiing or
doing what, but there was not that much fire coming in on the inside yet. | don’t know if they were
waiting for us to start moving around, which is a tactic they like 10 use, to wait and see. They know we
care a lot about our wounded and that we'll move them. | think they were waiting for that. Then at that
time, the OP had gotten the two reinforcements.

| Date (}f(s), ()G Nl WS Vi platoon leader and.

ovater. He had actually gone off before | got to the CP, so in that first 20 or 30 minutes, whatever it

was ... like | said. all time is gone for me. | could spout out minutes but T have no idea how accurate
they'd be. Also, Sergeam led reinforcements with Sergeant Garcia and a few others (inaudible)
on up there. When | was at that ather position with the 2nd Squad wounded, that was when the Anaches
started coming in. They were firing really closely te the OP, which kind of got me concerned, We
couldn’t get a hold of the OP, so at that time T velled scross 1o the CO that | was going to take some guvs
up there because we just could not get contact with anybody up at the OP, So myself, Sergeant
plus about eight other guvs ran across the road, linked up with the TCP becuuse they had their little
(imaudible) kind of overlooking the OP. When | got behind the building. we started taking fire from the
village right across where we were going to Tossed a smoke grenade out behind the bazaar to help
cover our movement. Myself and Scrgcan&)nvercd from right by the building while the rest of the
group went up on the terraces and across, so out of that line of fire. Once they got to the OP, | was
concerned that the enemy would move in from the low ground where they couldn’t see. So mvself and
[_Pisces |Sergeant)3), o)byan through the smoke where we were taking fire, fired into some windows and into
some buildings. into the low ground, but didn’t get any return fire, then we linked up at the OP 1o help
strengthen the defense.

(3). (b)BYhat was the sitwation at the OP when you got there?

m[(a), (b)lb}"hen Lran up, 1 could already see a few bodies 50 | already knew [ had more than what 1'd heard on
[ Romeo | the radio as far as KIA, There were a few wounded. | tasked Sergcam().\-'ilh working the wounded
while I set up the defense with the reinforcements we'd brought up. Luckily we weren't taking any fire, |
think the enemy knew they weren’t taking any return fire from there for a little bit, plus the Apache
they really don’t like that air ... so | think it kind of caught them as to what they were going to do next
Once we reinforced the OP, [ got evervbody set. The quick reaction force (QRF) was there. | linked up
with my first sergeant and Sergeml Ist Platoon platoon sergeant, and he brought some soldiers
up to help remforce the OP. Set them in and then we started identifying and moving some bodies. We
moved two and then we were working on the PL when we started taking small arms and RPG fire up at
the OP. We set in and the guys who were moving around, we got into the closest positions. | was right by
a rock engaging the village and the low ground, popping over the rock and shooting. From that time I
could tell that we were taking fire from the village, from the hotel, plus the building near the OF. We
were engaging them, me and a few other soldiers, and then | came back around the rock. 1 didn’™t want to

That's when SETEENh)(3), (b)dpaid for ey body to get out, So we relocated over to the company CP,
ad. That '

wn
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gverexpose mysell and that's when an RPG hit the tree above me and rained shrapnel down on me, That's
when T was wounded - not bad. just small shrapnel mostly in my arms. | had a dime-sized hole in my lefl
bicep and shrapnel settled down in my bone. down by the elhow. We were taking fire. {t was a big enough

hole to where | thought I got shot. The medie, Specialisifyay oxaph), ran through fire to come wive me
aid. He set up a tourniguet and stopped the bleeding. 1 was still firing trom that position, still tighting
Once the tourniguet kicks in, though. vou start to lose feeling. At that point, the way | had to fire was
using my left hand even though I'm right-hand dominant. Uhat’s where the wound was, so it was hard for
me fire on the rock without overly exposing mysell, so at that point 1 began giving water to guys and
passitg ammo.

| Date (d (3), (p)eHow long did it take for the MEDEVACs to start arriving? 1 assume you were on one of the first
MEDEVACUs?

| Yankee ()3, (o}(B)0" AEMEIY THErS Bad alfSadsbecn aie o tive MEDEVAC lifts. | was the third, | believe.

b 3), (o) djrom what I hear. those guys did & bang-up job.

| Yankee (R3). (o)l8) Lotia tell you, the bravery of the MEDEVAC crew was just unbelievable. The MEDEVAC that
anded to pick me up landed right on the terraces not 20 meters from the OP, [ ran to it got in and, to be
honest, | was fully expecting to get hit by an RPG.

[ Date_bf(3). p)ldpuring the major parts of this firefight, can you deseribe the small arms fire, RPGs? Was the enemy
shooting rockets, mortars? Could you give me a description of that?

)(é!)'here was a lot of small arms. a lot of AK, definitely a lot of PKM and RPK from their fire support

positions. There was a lot of that raining in, The RPGs were pretty heavy. When 1 was down at that
mortar pit, there was a guy shooting either in a tree or from behind a tree, and luckily enough he wasn't
smart enough to realize that when he shot the RPG, it would come out, the fins would pop out, they'd
catch the branches and it would send that RPG ofT in a different direction. He did that multiple times and
he had a good eyes-on into the center of the pit, so it was pretty fortunale that he wasn’t intelligem
enough to figure out that he had to move to a better position

(3), (b)|8fou described the QRF getting up there fairly quickly, How fast did they get up there? | gucss they

had about seven kilometers o go?

| Yankee (&)13), (b‘(ﬂ‘lc first part of the trip you could go pretty Fast. but the last two and a half kilometers is not much
wider than o Humvee. it’s windy and there are a lot of spots where you could get ambushed. They did a
really good job of mancuvering through that,

| Date 4b)k32| (o] ddidn’t realize they got up there that fast. That’s incredible in that terrain. I'm looking at a 1:530,000
map right now. Do you know at all what happened to the platoon leader when he went in there? Was he
briefly involved in a firelight or was he killed on the way in there?

vankee (b)@). (h®)0. he got 1o the OP. | think Hovater was at the OF but not necessarily in it. 1 think he was hit right
before he was able to get inside it. He was just a few meters away from the OP proper. Then he got to the

rock. From talking to the individuals who were up there. the only thing they heard from Lieutenant
Brostrom was someone velled 1o him. “Hey, he's right behind the rock” Lieutenant Brosirom said,
“Where?" There was a bunch of gunfire and then nobody heard from him after that.

Date |(bb(3), (oyfdyould you describe, being a veleran of all this combat in Afghanistan, maybe what you think voung
NCOs should know and some lessons learned that you'd like to impart to new NCOs?

6
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| Yankee (ﬂm@on'n ever get confident thal you know what the encmy’s going to do. Don’t ever get ov erconfident.
The enemy changes, Once they start realizing something’s not working, they will change and adapt. I
goes by region. That arex and up north of that in Nurisian, they've got good fighters. They only engage
when they know they can win. Whereas a lot of other times, there are guys who will attack targets of
opportunity and they'll just get waxed. These guys will set things up and they know exactly what they’re
doing. Listen 1o the intel when they say there’s Chechens and Arabs running around the area. The fighters
are going 1o be led by much more highly-trained individuals and they will teach those guys, fike the
whole ruaning of the water to make some of our positions a little less defendable, to actually assaulting
the positions, Perfect use of support by fire is all stuff that tells me that someone is highly trained in
operations and how to conduct against us.

M(bb(a), (b)iﬁ) there anything else you'd like 1o tell me about this operation, that vou’d like to get out there and
se¢ in print?

[[Yankeo()f3). (oJie) e Bereies o cveny single soldier. The people who support the soldiers, they call us heroes and
Wult like that. This platoon and the QRF. every single soldier was a hero, There weren't just a few guys
who rose above the occasion, Every single soldier did. Every single soldier knew what was asked of them
and they went way above. Every single soldier. | was reduced to a rifleman for most of the fight, so even
when their current leadership was wounded or doing something else, cach individual soldier acted us if he
was an NCO., It was absolutely amazing. | read somewhere that in the first part of a deployment, soldiers
will only care sbout saving themselves, and then once they get 1o the last part of the deployment. they
start worrying about their brothers and even more so. That's what this group did. They fought for cach
other. 1 was shsolutely amazed. Every single soldier fought extremely hard. 1 have to imagine that a
couple of the guys whe were Killed knew they were just eventually going to catch a bullet, yet they Kept
doing it by popping up and returning fire. It anything could be said about this platoon. it’s that every
single soldier fought like an Audie Murphy. Tt was just unbelievable.

(3), (o){By's my understanding that you guys were pretty short. You only had a couple weeks left in country.
TiEht!

6"‘) couple days. actually.

| Date [d)(3), b)pWell, T greatly appreciate this. T will write this up. get this interview transcribed and sent back to
you s¢ vou can look it over. If there’s anything in there you want to add or subtract, you can do that at
that time. | should be able to get it back to vou within a week or so, just so you can read what you said
and if there’s something in there that you don’t want in ther, you can take it out or you can add anything
vou want. I did have one more quick question. You guys had about 25 Afghan soldiers with you” Can you
describe their performance. if there was any, or their actions”

)(éjhcy never got out of their holes. They anly had four wounded. which tells me that the enemy
Teeted their fire at the Americans, not the Afizhans. The Afighans sprayed and prayed. That's about it. To
be honest, though, it was more than | expected. The other numerous vecasions 1've been on with Afghan

soldiers as our backup, they ran,

[ Date_(Bf3). p)Bjon suys hadn't had anything to do with training these guys? They just came in and linked up with
vou?

Yankee(P (6')|1ese guys we were supposed 1o help train a little bit. but with our op tempo it was just impossible
1o do any kind of further training. We did do some.

3), bjEWere they from this area or were they from somewhere glse in Alghanistan?

-
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| Yankee |(t )(3), b)ENhat may not have been the one | listened in on. it may h:ve deen the one we were silting in on
before we went up on 4 July. | know they briefed betore 7 July.

@nassume by the day before you were doing your pre-combat checks and making sure your guys were

|Garnet |(b) 3) (b
ready to go?

| Yankee |(b (3), (b){B) e
Garnet (bQid you do full rehearsal of concept (ROC) drills or anything like that?

. 3), (b)®§0, not like we had for previous operations. There was something of a rehearsal between the squad
lcaders, the platoon and the company commander to ensure w2 knw the mission and what was going on.

Garnet b)|3), (bl(‘a)'cre they like the standard brief backs?

| Yankee(bl(3): (b)(B) et
)(é""d vou guys been up to Wanat betfore?

Yankee (b§(3), (bX6)

h@Eid you pretty much know where you were going Lo go §

W
-
—

o

|Garnet Ib)(

he commander had set up where he was envisioning the positions. which was pretty mucl

| Yankee (bl) 3), (b)(6)-* : A N ik
where we set up. We knew the area. so we knew [rom pichires we took and from visiting the posilions

where we were going to go.

Garnet (b)3), (o|Blad you selected the observation post (OP) position previou ily

| Yankee (H)[S), ]@dye decided on the general arca for the OP back in Ma :h or April. T remember going up with
We were even toying around with possibly putting the forward

| Oscar | Clptiig)), (o)l PICKINE The Spot
the construetion of a road and some other logistics

operating base (FOB) somewhere up there, bul due t

it was decided to go in another spot but the OP FETERETthere. Jdeutenant Brostrom and | also discussed

puﬁingilxultﬂp of the hotel

Gamett) 3), (bjeyinderstand that you put the OPF there so you could have visibility 10 the east and northeast

| vankee (§)3), (b)6) #5"
Garnet()(é)!hcn»ise you couldn’t sec anything [in those directions], night!

| Yankee (bl)l3), (b]l(éjigm.

)[3). (o)6)an imagine that this mission wasn’t greefed with overwh: Iming enthusiasm by the platoon

Garnety

(®jo. it wasn’L

Yankee (D)}f3), (b
Garnet b)3), (pyEjow did you get the guys motivated?
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| Yankee (flis) oledicn't change any of my attitude or how | handle the platoon. I'm always very motivated. I'm all
about the mission and doing my job for my country. We weren't there for 14 and a half months just 10
have the last two weeks be screw-off time. We were there for |5 months to do a job and we were going t©
do it until the last day possible. | continued on with that attitude and 1alked about the fact that we were
going to do this mission because we were the best and we were the guys who were going to get it done. |
didn't change anything. | thought it was important not to chaige anything they were used to or ¢lse they
would pick up on some negative feclings that some of the guys close o me had already picked up on from
me without me even saying anything.

Garnet p]3), t)(bjow long had yvou been with the platoon?

| Yankee <E1 (3), (o)) got with them in April but we all knew cach other from - aining before. 1 didn’t get as long of a
transition period as most incoming platoon sergeants or platoon lvadurs have. [t was a very short learning
process because they all knew me from when | was Weapoas Squad leader in 1st Platoon. They knew
how 1 behaved. how | reacted to stuff and what my policies ware. [t was a very short transition.

b)(&)v'hcn did you head up to Wanat?

| Yankee dm) 3), (b]6In the evening of 8 July in a Humvee convoy.

Garnet b1(3), b)B)id you have any expectations about what you were going to run into or what was going t go down
at

‘anat?

| Yankee (H(S), (b)lé) was raining that night so | knew enemy activity would be exiremely low. [ also figured that since
they were all worried about Bella, there would be few. if any, encmy out unless they were OPs, | felt that
was going to go off without a hitch. [ didn’t think we'd have an: prablems until the locals found out we
were there and word got out that we were actually going 1o stry 1d weren't just there for a visit,

Garnet pia) oyépssume on 9 July vou did your standard stand-to?

[ vankee (8)3), (o)(@)iht

Garnet

(b)(3), (bYB) the morning did vou lay out the positions and get the jfuy w orking?

| Yankee (5|)|3), (bi(ﬂOgcr. The work started right at dawn, We got into position and started prioritics of work after stand-
to. We'd already walked ofT where the positions were going 10 by, sc guys just started digging and getting
things going.

Garnet 3)43), (bb(when did you link up with the engineers?
3), (bX®hey came in on the Chinooks sometime that morning.
Garnet [(p)3), p]Eunderstand that you had a number of helicopters armve duriag the day bringing supplies and the

Afeghan Natonal Army (ANA),
3), (b)@oger. We had Class IV [construction and engineering maluria's| and Class ¥V [ammunition] coming

in with a little bit of Class 111 [POL for the HMMWVs and Borcat . It was mostly Class IV and V from
when they broke down Bella.

[Gamnetd. liggien did the Bobeat show up?
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b)(d)he following day.

Gamet()(b\"ere you expecting any more support or assistance that never did show up?
(Q’es. | know we expected one civilian backhoe or frontlozder. It was definitely heavier than the

Bobeat and it was supposed to come up there the day we occupied

|(33met ,b)(é)uan even drive a Bobeat. You can't do much with a Bobcat,

)(ég\’ell. I can’t say that. The work it did do during those two deys we had it definitely saved some

lives.

Garnet

¥3), (p)@Yere there surveyors from the engineers there?

[“Yankee (b)), (p)B)es. They were tracking that they were going to start buildir 3 the FOB right away. They had marked
off the guard towers and where the walls were going to go. We kept zoing back and forth on the first day
about priorities of work. | wanted the positions done so we could defend them when they started the work.
Once they started working in the arca where the defense positior was. we'd break it down and move it. 1
really wanted those positions in first because | knew it would be a while before we could get any Kind of
guard tower or wall,

Garnet (b)(ﬁls | understand it., you didn’t occupy the C-shaped bulding that was in the middle of the combat
outpost (COP),

Yankee (b((bir.'. we didn't. Tt was marked that we couldn’t oceupy it becaus: we hadn’t talked 10 the civilians or
laid down any groundwork yet and we didn’t want to upset ar yonz

|Gamet lb)(b), (b|)(B)was wondering why you didn’t use that building. [t was specifizally not allowed to be occupied?

Yankee®l13), )@ ight. There were even some big five-by-five logs out here that I was asking permission to take to
use for overhead cover and just refund the guy later. but we couldn’t use them. They weren't ours and we
didn"t wan! it to appear that we were just going into town leoing and stealing.

Garnet( o)(@id vou have any Class IV that you could use for overhead cover?

YankedP [3). 0]@®jo. | had definitely put that on my supply request to the ¢ ec itive officer (XO). but even the first
day it was tough getting all the lifts we were supposed to get. On the second day, there were flat out
arguments between our battalion and whoever they had to tals 1o 1o get the Mights going out 10 us.

Garnet b)M(E)o vou think that was because of the reliel in place (RIF)?

[ Yankee (hB), (hidfes. Any lack of assets during the month a RIP is going on is going 10 be due to that. Moving
thousands of troops around in theater is going to take up assets in en already asset-dry environment like
Afghanistan. It's hard enough when there’s nothing going on to pet the aireraft we need, bul with the RIP
going on it definitely chews up the aircraft

|Garnet |(b)d3)’ (bb(ﬁg"hn helped site the OP?
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(B)wasn"l part of the initial group that decided where the OP v.as poing to be. I was down on the main
part building defense positions and working supply. I got up to the OP a little later after they had already
started digging in.

|Gamet Ib)[a), (b](Wh;u did you think of its position and layow?

| Yankee (I))ds), (bI)(G)think that Scrgedh ®as definitely using the grourd and working it the best he could. | didn’t
like the OP but it was the best spot we had available. | felt that (o the east the enemy had too much cover
and concealment to move up on it. but we didn’t want to move the OP too far where it would be oo far
away to easily reinforce and support, yet we wanted a good position. That location was the most feasible
and actually quite a bit of distance.

Garnet(

u)()(%jhm was the distance from the command post by the C-vhap 2d building to the OP?

(@)(w was about 50 meters.
Garnet i)3), phigywas still pretty close but that was a steep 50 melers, wasn™ it?

| Yankee (})‘3), (b)@ wasn’t 1o steep but it was covering an area that we could get surprised from. It was kind of
pulling two duties. It was a defensive position of sorts to watch the backside of the village.

Garnet |(0)B) BhF)got the idea that there were discussions about moving it Turtier east but the problem was that it
would then be too exposed for the number of guys you had.

(Bgighl.

Garnet] PC: Also. in order to gel to it vou'd have to walk across the terrace; and you'd be pretty exposed doing
that.

| Yankee (ll)l3), (bI(R)ighl_ Quite exposed, It was the best possible position we could use. There were some big rocks for
cover and we used the military crest to help better use the Clase IV items we did have. We were doing
whatever we could to make the best use of what we had and mak: it last as long as we could.

Garnet |(b)f3), ph@yom reading other accounts, it seems like the universel biliet was that you didn’t have enough of

anyvthing to construct the positions.

(ﬁoger. Once that Bobeat arrived and we were able © get the HESCOs up and around, we had

positions that I felt we could work with, | knew they needed improvement but it was a step in the right
direction. They were getting to be positions that | knew we could def:nd from.

Garnet bf3), (bt me talk through the positions to make sure | understan: thom. Looking due north at 12 o'clock,
at about seven or eight o clock did you build a field latrine, Kind of 10 the southwest?

@igm.

Garnet (b)(b\" ere there also a couple of HESCOs in place there?

[ Yankee | (b)X3), (b}@jes. 1 had a couple of HESCOs built around it because | didin’t want exposed plywood where people
went to the bathroom,
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Garnet (b BYas the mortar pit a little further to the north above that?
| Yankee (b'[3), (bl(ﬁ)ighl.
Garnett)b), (yBrreeanto)3). (b)6kold me that only the bottom four feet of the HESCOs had din. The rest of them [ Pepper |

were just exposed HESCOs,

| Yankee (0O]{3), (b}®0. I would say there was more like five and a half feet of 1/irt. That's where 1 was when we started
firing and | had to get on my lippy toes to get over the top of it and shoot comfortably.

Garnet b)(ﬂ)(&yag it also dug down a couple of feer?

| Yankee(b)l3), (bb(‘g'):ﬁ. Every position was dug down as best we could. The ¢ ound was unforgiving on that part. We
could only get a fool, sometimes a foot and a half down. The CI" had better luck because they had the
terraces up there 1o work with, The rest of us could only go about a foot or fool and a hall down.

Garnet

(b)), (hEyom the photographs I've seen. it looks like you had mestly e-tools and a few shovels and picks.

[_vankee ()fE). )(6) £t

Garnet )b dh@)id you have any axes or chain saws to cut wood with?

| vankee (b)(B), (d)(®)¢ i ¢ have any chain saws but the engineers brought some. Everybody was talking about cutting

down a tree but we ended up not doing it because there was no nead 12,

Garnet b)(E), (a)(b'ﬁd you guys think about cutting that area of brush and vees northwest of the OP?

| Yankee (bj@_(l_al){ﬁ):s. That was brought up so we could push more wire out 5o it could be easily observed.
Garnet |b)p)_ d)leynderstand that you guys went black on water during the sc2ond day you were there.

) (hy@es. | thought we had enough for three days plus. but | underestimated the heat and digging and how

much water we would burn through.

Garnetdd. héactually pulled out the tables and it looked to me that vou'd be going through 12 gallons every

hour.

| Yankee (b)tbubb(h) was insane. | realized on the lirst day that water was going to be an issue, so | started pushing 1o
get some more. That's when they started 1o try and get the cwvilin teucks to bring some water up. which
we did get. They also brought in some Class IV on the third dax. The water issue was something [ cited
right off the bat. We were burning through the water much faster har | had anticipated.

Garnet| DC: Did vou have any water purification equipment with you?

Yankes OEL_ B¢ had tablets. We had enough to fill two five-gallon orange suckets and we had enough to make

another 50 gallons.

Garnet b)), (plijere those iodine tablets?
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[vanatfo, ofe

Garnet {p)3). (o]@y at least you had some way of puritying water

| Yankee (bj(b) (h@ight. We never got 10 the point where we were like, “Oh crap. We are really out of water.” We
always had those iodine tablets.

Garnet b)[3), (oigyat still takes some time to do.

| vankee (b}(B) dy@fes. It takes some time and of course vou have to throw in the fact that some guys are going to get

diarrhea from it.

Garnet b)()dS)gEu Then vou'd have to get extra liquids into those guys

| Yankee (5)(3), (b)(6).

Garnet [b)(3). (et the idea that you and Lieutenant Brostrom didn’t feel like vou had any extra soldicrs to do any
patroling into the village

| Yankee (bHS), (bb(B.)D. We did some patrols to go talk to people but we didn’t o very far. By 12 July we had planned a

patrol and we were confident enough in our defenses that we could start pushing out & squad 1o sturt

covering more ground

gl b)(3), ()@t vou wanted the priority to be getting defensible positions, right?
b I : &
| Yankee (Ep@upb(ﬁ)' ght.

G t’b)(di)underslaml vou had a company of about two dozen AMNA nd that the platoon had had some
e problems with the Afghan Security Guard (ASG) before. [t scems to me there wasn’t a lot of trust

between them and the ANAY

| VERLEE (bl[3), (b]®o, there wasn't. To my fault, I didn’t have any trust either. In e engagements ['d been in before at
Ranch House, they had run away. 1hey ran away from the fight (n 9 November as well. 1 didn’t put a lot

of trust in them.

Garnet | p)fz), p)yt’s go back o the positions. Up to the northwest was your 3rd Sguad. | understand they had a truck

with a Mk19.
[ vankee (EI)M(R)}L_"’I‘.
Garnet |(b)B), (@ ho was the squad leader for that squad?
[ vankee (H)d:%), (QD(K)hm was Sergeant Garcia

Garnet ]| ®)ELd)@jere the ANA in between to the right?

Yankee ° (6')?5. | had ANA on both sides of that squad.

Garnet (b)(é} as the 2nd Squad to the north with another MK19 truch.?
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Yankee . )(B)ighl
Garnet

(b){3), (b)(Bhe Marine embedded training teams (ETTs) had a separite hole behind the ANA. correct?

| Yankee (1)43), (q)(@igln. They wanted to be centrally located for their ANA. They ‘were in the middle of those two plus

the ANA position that was larther to the southeast.

Garnet

(b){3), (bjéynderstand the Marines had a 240 with them?

Mb) 3), (b)(6) e

Garnet (b)|3), (bi(ﬁ)unticra‘l;md there was a command post to the south neir the C-shaped building with ar

0 o : '
and & .30 cal.

Yankee (3)[3), (b](tﬁighl.

Garnet (b)@@)undcrﬂwﬂd you had built a ramp on 12 July to move the TOW (ruck to.

[ vankee (hf3). l@)EH
Garnet| m)l3), oj@hen did you end up repositioning the TOW truck?

| Yankee (d)ls), (bi(é').‘;u TOW truck was pretty much repositioned every day

Garnet | (p)[3), (b}®)id you do that under cover of darkness”

| . (E} 3), (b)@h couple times. We were moving it continuously, W. wanted to get the thermals looking

evervwhere, It moved around a lot during the day but at night [ th nk it moved less.

1other truck

Garnet

(b)[3), (b}(8Y as the 60 millimeter mortar in a separate position in the middk: ot the COPY

| Yankee (q) 3), (o)dRoger. The thought process behind doing that was creatin. more of a mobile spot. The base plate

was already buried but also to keep it mobile.

Garnet| )f3), pl@understand that 1st Platoon with Sergeant b)3), (p)ejwas t¢ the southeast. They had a traftic contro!

point (TCP) position built up and a truck with a .50 cal, corre:t?

Yankee

(df3). GJE) <1
Garnet] oyf, dhljasn’t there also an ANA position there ta kind of help the wth the TCP?
Garnet (b)(&']“‘ was the 2nd Squad leader?
Yankee (h)3) (b (ﬁ):r_m_::anm | Pisces |
Garnet b)m(é)".sh Sergeant Pitts kind of in charge ol the H:.‘

| vankee (b)]3), (b)(B) 4"

Working Papers- Not for Dis.abution

001885



Working Papers- Not [or Distiibution

Garnet | ()(3). B)(®)ic two 2405 were up there as well, right?

[ Yankee _(b)f3). (b)6)

|Garnet |(b)m@p there were two 240s and a squad automatic weapon (SAW ) at the OP?

(R)ogcr.

|Garnet | (b)m&y most of the firepower that you can move is up there

[ Yankee (D)), (bb(R)oy_ur | wanted the 240s up there because of all the heavy weapons we had down below, | also knew

that the 240 with the ETT could be moved o whatever location we needed it to be down on the main
FOB.

Garnet (b5(3), (b)]@id you have clearance 1o do any searches in the village? Would vou typically have cleared homes in
there?

| Yankee (t,*:;)’ (b*@;)'n. I don’t know if clearance is the right word, Tt was more just frowned upon, I don’t want (o say

that 1 was given an order not to do it, but it was typically not part >f tie commander’s intent to go kick in
doors unless we had a reason.

Garnet ,
(b)(.a)ll that does is piss everybody off
| Yankee (bbw(ﬂ)ight.

Garnet [b]3). (bX8)id you have a chance to do any humanitarian work — medical civic assistance projects (MEDC APs)
or veterinary civie assistance projects (VETCAPs)?

| vankee (}(B), (B)(B)

Garnet [py3), p)éyd there been any discussions of doing that?

| Yankee (ti)d?)), (oh@oger. The basis of establishing that was to start trying to wet aid for that village with the district
center and then moving outward to show what the government of Afghanistan could do for them. We
didn’t actively discuss it because our job was to get the COP going so the incoming unit could come in,
finish building it and then start giving out aid. It was following counterinsurgency doctrine to get that
stutf going up there,

Garnet b)()(ls)aur platoon emphasis was really just to establish a solid. detzns ble position on the ground”

Yankee 3), (b)R®oger. The way | understood my mission was (o get thal »lace started and get as much done as
& s I & be
possible in order to fucilitate a good RIP for the guys coming in.

Garnet()’(%blcn you'd let Task Force Duke actually start to use the COF
[ Yankee ), @i

Garnet b)(3). (W)(EPU got news that there was a shura at the district center on ' 1 July, right?
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| Yankee (p){3), ()85

Garnet (b)|3), (ka}\'as told it was before Captain Myer arrived

| vankee (d)3), (b)@ight. There was a shura that we were not invited to on either 11 or 12 July. 'm not really good
about the dates,

Garnet (b){3), (bpEpnderstand that torqued ofT Licutenant Brostrom.

[ vankee (P2 ChB1
Garnet b)ls), (b}(aid his red hair kick into effect there?

| Yankee (bHB), (bb(é)'cs. it did. He was not pleased about it.

Garnet b)(3). (b)(6)11 vou talk me through that?

[ Yankee (bﬂ(3), BOE thought we definitely should have been invited and know ng they held it without us made us feel
like they were talking about us. We were worried about what they were planning and/or discussing as far
as the future was concerned. We were wondering if they were going to try and kick us out like they did or
what. It was definitely the topic of conversation.

Gamet(;))(b)mderstand that culturally that was really considered an insult to you, The fact that they didn't meet
with you when you came in and then held a meeting without you was culturally insulting, right?

| Yankee (5)(3). (0)(6)¢+

|Garnet |(b)(M)(b)'cumnanl Brostrom picked up on that?
Immé)bsulmcl},

(b)(@)id vou go with him to interrupt the shura?

| Yankee (4)‘3)' (bb(B')U. Our thought on that was if one of us was going someplice, the other needed to be on the FOB.
He went and [ staved

Garnet (b)ﬂ)‘(b‘)hm did he tell vou when he came back?

| vankee (b”3), (b|(6)knm\ they gave him some excuses and tried to play i1 ofl. They were pretty much done when he
interrupted them. He tried to continue the sinea a little more but they weren't pleased, to say the least,
that he had arrived. lle also said there was some shock and posaihly some fear that we might find ow
what they were discussing in there, which I'm sure had to do with moving the people out of the village o
prep for an attack on us.

Garnet b)(3), (b)6hhat’s really interesting. | was told that the guys on guard duty had started to see dudes moving
through the Improved Target Acquisition System (ITAS) and Loug-Fange Advanced Scout Surveillance
System (LLRAS) a night or two before the attack.

Yankee (6]{3), (bj6fhe night prior to the attack, right around the time emding evening nautical twilight (EENT) has

started to kick in. ITAS saw five guvs on the high ground to our viest. Licutenant Brostrom and | had told
10

Working Papers- Not for Distribution

001887



Working Papers- Not lor Distribution

everybody on the first day, “There’s no reason for people to be v there and if we see anybody, it should
be considered a threat against our FOB and you're [ree to engage * [he people had no problem with that.
It was alrcady established that il we saw anybody up there, we were going to fire at them. ITAS couldn’t
tell if they had any weapons. but they thought they could see siufl on their backs.

Garnet |(bx3), (oXRight. As 1 recall, you really can’t see weapons with thermals but you can usually pick up a pack
because it absorbs sweat and moisture.

| Yankee (d)‘3), (bb(ﬂ)ight.

Garnely))_idpd vou engaged any of those guys before?

| Yankee (bbl:”)v (b)Y e had' done some fires up there the day prior and up to the north just for the mortars to get their
grids and get their base plates settled. We hadn’t engaged anybods

Garnet b)dg), (ﬂb@)’d vou shoot 60 millimeter, 120 millimeter or both?
(We did shoot both mortars.
Garneth)G).dh®)i vou shoot 155 from Blessing?

)(3’)&:5. but not at these guys. All three of those weapon syst2ms. hac been fired before to get targets and
stufT like that.

Garnet b)(E), (a)(R):g'istrmion?

[ Yankee (O){3), (oh@ygistration. That's the word I was looking for. I'd like 1 adil semething about seeing those guys up
[ Oscar_| there and not firing. | really respect Captaip)(3), (o){end wouldn 't ¢+ en *hink twice about going into combat
with him again, but it's difficult for a commander to come up with the proper decisions on the heels of
that 15-6 he had as a result of the Apache [iring on those vehreles. | believe that kind of thing hinders an
officer’s ability to make the right decisions. Take that for what it’s worth. but | think it is very debilitating

to an officer,

Garnet b)(@)(hhavcn“ read that 15-6 but I'm familiar with the event. I've conversed with a couple Afghan folks in
the valley and they were pretty adamant that these were peacetul. innocent doctors from the clinic that got
zapped. Did you have any situational awareness on that?

| Yankee (;I)da),_(bl)(h’)es. The guys at the OP told me that they were [ired upon by that truck and the doctor that was
killed was actively working with the insurgents. The funny thing is. he worked for the civilians and
they'll believe anything these people say before they'll believe us.

|Garnet Ib)d3)z (ojl6yen though you think it was a good engagement. the problem was the perception of how the people
in the valley viewed it.

Vankee ER3). (bh(Byight. I think that was definitely a contributing factor to the wmber of individuals that attacked our
basc that day. | wholeheartedly believe that. But ar the same time: | believe the whole 15-6 investigation

made him [Captaig)s) (b)lep little gun shy. even though he vas cleared. | know it’s easier for a person

underneath him to say, T definitely would have fired.” But had | been in his shoes, mavbe [ would have

[ Oscar_|Miade the samie call he did. I believe Captaig(s), (b)[pyas buing more caitious than 1 knew him to be.

11
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|Gamet| (bi(3), (b)kﬁ)uuderqmnd that on 13 July Lieutenant Brostrom was zoing “o tike out a patrol and select a new OF
position’!

| - (4) 3), (bjBoger. They were going to go look for an OF position T the ANA.,

Garnet |(b)(3), (@BYere vou going to try and get them on some commanding hich ground and set up a formal O

Yankee  (B)(3), (b)(6) HE T

Garnet (bw@hvicusly‘ that patrol never got off.

Garnet (b)(3), (bjynderstand that when you got hit. you were visiting the monar pit?

Yankee  {b)[3). (b)(Bhwas. Usually I started my rounds before the time 1 did on hat day. We had seen some more guys
that momning and | was hanging on the TOW truck helping the commanding officer figure out what we

were going to do about it. 1 decided to visit the mortar pit and talk to Sergeanth)3) b)) knew everybody

wits awake there becanse | could see them. but that Kind of stopped m v rounds 1o visit all the positions

Garnet b)(ﬂmm the charts | have, it appears that beginning morning nautieal twilight (BMNT) was around
D515 or a little before.

(3), (b)(@hat sounds about right. We were up at 0415 or 0430

Garnet (b)ls), (b}('d')hm was standard. right”? You would get guys up about an hour before BMNT,

Yankee (b)f3), (b)(B)e+

Garnet |®)3), G)EYhen the attack began, | understand vou were pretty much pinned down at the mortar pit

|__Yankee (QIDM@D&!EF- I was just outside the mortar pil when we got the first burst, the one that hit Abad. | ran into
the pit and we started returning fire. The mortar pit was floodad. | doi’t know if | can attribute that 10 the
locals diverting the strewm that was right next 1o it in order 1o flood it or becanse of where the engineer
was digging the day prior. 1 don’t know if it just created a spol wheare the water could flow or what. |
know the majority of guys felt like the locals were the ones who diverted it, but T can’t say for sure. When
I dove in there, my hand mike went into the water and that hand mike doesn’t like water at all. 1 had no
communication from the get-go since my hand mike shorted.

O

Garnet {b)(3), (

(B)m glad to see that the Army still hasn't come up with & watcrproof hand mike.

Yankee (bbls), (b|(g,igm.

|Garnet |(b)l3), (bl(Bjou really weren't around Lieutenant Brostrom and vou didn 't know whal actions he took?

) 3), (b}eNo, | didn’t. | could hear some calls coming through th: radio. They were intermittent and |

efinitely couldn’t call out. I know | wasn't catching them all thesugh my hand mike. At the time. | was
trying to help bolster the defenses in the maortar pit and get them o fire. but they were too pinned 1o fire.

12
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|Gamet|(b)l3), (bkﬁ)gnt the idea from 1alking to Sergeanip)(3), o) @hat they vere putting some prefly accurate fire on the
mortar pit.

| Yankee (biS), (bl(\f)i-‘s. it was very accurate. The ammo was towards the back of the pit. Scrgcunnn to get
some grenades and he was taking some pretty accurate fire. The rouncs were hitting just behind his feet or
Just 10 the side of him. They were definitely coming straight throngh *he mortar pit. That fire was coming
from the east and southeast.

Garnet (b)(3), (b){6Yom the east? Was that where the bazaar was?

Yankee (b l3), (bi(h)was maore from the southeast.

|Garnet kbi(:s), (b)kb}" asn’t there a big compound a couple hundred meters to the jouheast?

Yankee (D)(3), (b é)"E'S.

Garnet [(b)3). (b){B) that where you thought the fire was coming from?

| Yankee (4) 3), (o)Bye were taking fire from the ridge that was to the front of the checkpoints on the road, kind of far
ack. They were long shots but | think they were shooting with R’Ks and PKMs because the bursts were
pretty wide, but they were definitely getting some rounds in, When 1'd get up o shoot, the rounds were
hitting on top of the HESCO where | was shooting from. We wer: taking fire from the landing zone (LZ)
side where the trail and big building were. | don’t know if we were 1aking fire from the bazaar. It we
were, the rounds would have been hitting the other side of the H- SCO so it wouldn™t have been where |
was. If you see where the front of the mortar pit is. draw a linc straight over to where the enemy had
supporl by fire on the ridge to the southeast.

|Gamet |(b)l3), (bl(&)pcciali:.! b)(3), (b)E)drew a sketch for me of where the ¢nemy fire was coming from. He bas.icall_\

drew a big black circle around your entire position. That Kind of descr bes what was going on there.

| Yankee (b'(3), (b)|6‘)\v"c were throwing grenades to the low ground 1o our west. [ krow we were taking some RPG fire
from a guy up near the building in the trees. Luckily he wasn't smart enough to figure out that if he shot
from behind the tree. the fins would come out, hit a tree branch nd go a different direction. | know he
fired a couple times but he could never get a good straight sho! on us,

Garnet b)(HU“ much water was in the mortar pit? Sergeanih)a), pyaho ght there were just a few inches

Yankee (Of3). (b]@here wasn't oo much, but it had pooled up where | wai becawse of the angle of the ground. There
was nothing above shin level.

Garnet (b)M(Sp it was just enough to make your boots wet and make thing: really suck?

(b)3). (bp(Bjight. The water wasn't hitting them on the higher ground and o where the amme was on top of the
wooden planks. but when it got down towards me it was above boot level. My boots were a little lower
than normal combat boots and 1 know it was just above them.

Yankee

Garnet (bi(3)’ (b)kk\[hat kind of boots did vou have?

| Yankee (l)ls), (bl(éb'hey were Kind of like the Donner boots |a commercinl hiking boot that TF Rock commercially
purchased for Afghanistan].
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Garnet (b)43)' (bb(h;mderstand that you eventually take one of the quick resction forces (QRFs) up to the OP.

Yankee (b)(3), (op@ight. We abandoned the mortar pit after a round struck tie ¢ nmo and sparked.

|Garnet |(b)43),_(bl)(h)hit the “cheese™ charges [removable propellant charges for the inortars] ?

| Yankee (D)]3), (b)(6hal’s what he said, | don’t know enough about them but he wis the one who made the call to fall
back trom there.

Garnet,is, o)@hen cheese charges light off, you don’t want to be anywherc around them.

| Yankee (szs), (bb(R)'ghL We got to the command post and started working on t-¢ couple of casualties we had. | was by

the truck trying 1o get some acewrsie fire on somebody | could sce. | then moved over to the 2nd Squad

position to check on some of the guys because I'd heard they had sceme wounded. Once | got there. the

Apaches started flying around the OP. 1 was concerned that they vers firing too close and we hadn’t vet

[ Romeo _|had any contact with anybody up there. That's when | called ove: to Sergean()m get a couple of
[ Pisces |2uys who could move and | grabbed Scrguannd wie went acinss the road.

Garnet b)(3). (b

(Byid you run in'the gap between the bazaar and the taller building:?

Yankee (3{3), (bi(ﬁ)o. We ran between the very last building and where |st Squad was off to the south. They were near
that building and we ran on the side of it. 1 had the guys all stacked on the wall behind me. Before we
made our movement up to the OP. there was a burst of fire along that wall, They were either anticipating
us running across or shooting at the |51 Sguad position.

Garneti)(s), ph@hat burst of fire was coming down the road?
e (b?)m down the road but behind it. We were just getting ready to ;make our move to the OP. Sergeant
(b)3). (0)6

. (b)epvas actually the one that wamed me that it wasn’t him shocting, because 1 thought maybe they
were shooting some fire across there before we ran up. We threw sorie HC out there and | told Sergeant
;0 take most of the guys and run F|p<thc lerrace by sl Squad’s position and across. | told l:hr.‘m‘ I'd
cover them down the backside of that building. My Fear was that once he ran up there, he would run into

the OP and there was nothing watching the side of the rock wrere the back buildings were, Sergeant

| Pisces _[by3), (b)dpnd 1 assaulted through where we had taken fire, around “he bush arca, fired some rounds in the
huilding and then met Sergean('yn the OP.
Garnet b){3), (bjEynderstand the TOW Humvee was burning.
M@)(&ight. That was taken out in the first few seconds of the battl.

Garnet| ©X3), (bp@hat about the fuel blivet? Was that also burning” | was loc<ing at gun tapes today and I saw three
major fires in the COP. One was the Humvee, What were the other twa?

| Yankee (bl 3), (bp®¥o. I don’t know. As a matter of fact, that’s more than I remoember burning. ['m pretty sure that fucl
blivet made it through the fight, but it’s not something [ actively saw,

Garnet (b){3), (b)@psn’t there a stall in the bazaar that started to bum?

| Yankee (tﬂ(S), (b)Iea’es. That was one of the fires they saw, | heard that was irom an RPG.
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tried to gain control of the situation. | understand you had a biz problem getting accountability

3), (b)@es. | didn’t have any means of communication and I dién’t know how many people Lieutenant

Brostrom took up with him. | was still at the mortar pit when he went up and nobody could tell me who
he went up with, They also couldn’t tell me who Sergeant Garcia had taken up with him either. Once | got
up there, | set in defenses. The fire was pretty light at this point so tiat’s when | started to check on the
dead and wounded. | wanted to see what wounded were still here and who had moved out to 15t Squad’s
position. By the time the QRF arrived, the only person [ didn't have an idea about was Lieutenant
Brostrom, [ had actually received a report that he was running down back by the FORB. When the QRF
arrived. First Scrgcam(nd Sergeam[b)(s), ()elcame up there &s well and Sergeant T'mmd
Lieutenant Brostrom’s body. Besides identilving which bo:yv was which, | had preny decent
accountability of where people were. | knew the positions they were in but not the status on all of them.

|Gamet I(b*3), (bidﬁhci you were glad to at least know where everybody wa:,

Yankee (b)
Mahogeny

3), (bb(@ighr.. but I knew 1 still had work 10 do as far as identifving bodies, but at least T knew where people

Were(b)(3), (b)(sbanq)(e,), (b)(}g,vere running from position 1o position along with Sergeanib)(3), (bydpnd Captain
knew w

| Oscar (Pb.@MQ)Je?-' least | here the reinforcement guys were.

Garnet

D)

3), (o) @om)3), (b)@yeld me that he found Zwilling's body way fer down one of the terraces.

_.&_Qb (3), (b)§6) Yankee

| Yankee gL 3), (b)) was two terraces down, but it was only 10 or 15 myetess from the center of the OP. There was

e

nobody that was outside the OP where the enemy fire was com ng from and there was nobody by the
buildings. My guess aboul Zwilling is that he was blown back o7 the two terraces. T'he terraces weren't
extremely wide. One was five meters and one was 10 meters wid: and about a hall meter tall, Hovater's
body was on the same terrace. | think Iovater was shot either rzloading right there or caught one just
before he made it inside the OP. Those terraces were still considered the OP. There wasn't any real
“inside™ the O

3), (p)understand the Crow’s Nest was actually built into one of the terraces.

Yankee (bl(b), ()@

Garnet

b)

3), (b ('d}om{a)(3), (b)(4§uid he felt that the insurgents may have tried 1o remove Zwilling's body.

) 3), (b)) don’t agree with that. He was on the same terrace as Hovater. 1 think if they had tried 10 take his

Garnet

p)

body. they would have succeeded.

3), (b)(BYere you able to get any feeling about what these guys were irying 1o do to you?

| Yankee (b|)l3), (b](&jes‘ I think they were sending out harassing fire and shots of opportunity on the main FOB, but |

think they really wanted to take that OP,

Garnet

b)|3), (bi(ﬁ).\ you think they wanted to overrun and control the OP?

| Yankee (bH3), (bi(%)'ght. Then I think they were cither trying to catch us as we came in 1o reinforee or do some kind of

information operations theme by taking weapons or bodies.
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Garnet (b)B). (opéyunderstand a camcorder was picked up?

Yankee ({ 1(3), (b)k@nu of ours?

Garnet o)), By Later on the ANA found a cameorder in one of the house:,

Yankee (3*3), (bi(g)hadn't heard that

|Gamet| (b)‘S), (bb(b)uc!uall,\ found somebody who speaks the language and di. a bunch of searches and no video has
come up about this. I think they were planning on videotaping it but they didn’t have anything to video.

VElEs 3), (b)) Wouldn't surprise me. That was their thing up in that arza. They liked to videotape everything.

=

Garnet o)E), @)id vou guys see any of those videos?

Yankee )3), (bjB)" | saw the Ranch House video and the videos from thz 9 November ambush.

T

(b)3), (b)EROSE are pretry widely available.

Yankee  (H)(3), (b)(B) 1"

Garnet| ®X3). ©X8o you had a pretty good idea of what these guys were doiag. what they looked like and how the
fought?

3), (b)Bight. I know in their Ranch House attack. their plan was cnce they overran the tactical operations

center (TOC) and got above the LZ, to wait for the hehicopters to come in with reinforcements or carry
away whoever who was left, and to hit the helicopters. [ don t krnow if they were trying to do that same
thing in Wanat or not. My best guess is that they were kezping with the harassing fire on the main
positions to keep us from reinforcing and they wanted that OP

Garnet (b)(3), (b}@)id you see any of the insurgents’
vankee (P13), (op(@)ESEESIW NS froim ail the positions [ was at. At the OP | didn’t see individuals as far as where we

were taking fire from. Once | set the defenses in at that positon, [ spent the majority of my time getting
accountability and finding out who was Killed and that kind of thing.

Garnet (b)(3), (b)dow were those guys dressed and equipped?

Yankee (b}{3), (b)@kom what | saw down at the mortar pit. they were all weiring dark clothing, man-dress Kinds of
things. | didn't see any battle dress uniforms (BDUs) or anything like that. | conldn’t tell you if they were
black or brown. 1 can just tell vou that they were dark in color,

Garnet (b)(lejwsumf: vou were a little bit busy at the time.

vankee (D), ()dfes. It's amazing when you see a movie and see how easy 1t is Ly shoot a guy when he pops out of a

tree. We had guys running from one tree to another tree and even though they were just 10 meters away. it
was like. “Man. they covered that fast.”

Garnet | p)(s), (b)@s | understand it. there were some logistical challenges in «eeping you guys supplied and properly
equipped up there.
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)(AWSO‘U“-"-*-
Garnet ®)[3), (b}@Yould have liked to have seen more Uys there”

Yankee (B)(3), (b}(@j68: I definitely would hiaveliked to have had another platoon up in blocking positions on some of
that high ground. When the 10th Mountain built that bridge wnd used that same arca as a vehicle patrol
base for three months, they put blocking positions up in that high sround. | believe they had three of them
and used them for about a week,

Garnet [o)3), (bxB)! check that with the st Rattalion, 32nd Infantry commancer, (‘nlnnell(b)(a), (b)(6)| [ Hawk |

Yankee (ti(:”): (bi(g)dnn‘t know how long they were there. A week is a rough e imite. They didn't have any hostile fire
Tiom what | was told. but | believe that was because they wan::d the bridge there to help them move
supplies around more easily.

|Garnet| (b}(3), (b)[§)was told they hired a bunch of local workers to build the sridge. Basically they put everybody 1o
work and threw money around. That solved a lot of problems.

| Yankee (q)m(ﬁighl. That was the plan for when the base started to got guing, We told them that the money was
going to start flowing and that Wanat was going 1o make a bund!: of money off us being there. We were
following straight out of the counterinsurgency manual tryirg to ge! this thing going. In my opinion, it
kind of bit us in the butt. T don’t think we should have beer talking to the locals about building a base
there. | think we should have just occupied and settled it fater.

Garnet

(b)(3), (bfeyhink the locals would have been happier if you had done that, 100.

| Yankee (EI)kS), (bi(m would have given the enemy less time to plan for an attac s, When I was at the hospital at Bagram
Airfield. | talked to someone who had done one of the flvovars. He mentioned that just on the southeast
ridge alone he counted cight fighting positions that the enemy had. You don'l do that in four days.

Garn : p ‘
(bX3), (b)G0 basically the negotiations with the elders and the shure that were held pretty much blew your

operational security and they were all ready for you?

Yankee PA3): (P (®oger. | think that is 100 percent accurate and is one of the major contributing factors to the size of
the attack they were able to mount against us.

Garnet (b)43), (bl)(é.)cl'.s talk about logistics. 1 assume you did a daily call up to your company X0?

| Yankee (bj 3), (b)@) e

Garnet| ®). ()®)as that when vou screamed and yelled and told him you needed more stull?

(3), (b){ép reality, | 1alked to him a couple times a day and | even talked straight to battalion at times about
my 1s81CS.
|Garnet | (b

), (d)@) e they responsive?

)
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Yankee (HK3), (pxGYbSalutely. The Hamalion Wwas vEi understanding. They let me know that they were getting into
radio with everybody else in order 10 gel su plivs up there, They were really doing

arguments over the
their part.

e yhura al the disiriet center 10 battalion?

Garnet |b(s), )y | 1eurenan! Rrostrom call in th
Im (3), (b)[B) I he talked to (f':’:pt.a(g&;mut it.

(b) 3), (b)(6Yid he also report the people you saw on the hillside the aight before?
| Yankee (bi(li), (4’)(5)"1 sure he did

Garnet (b))(é)hc reporting chain would have had Licutenant Brosuom call
that. right?

ing the company commander about

was there, He did but | can’t remember the

Yankee (bM3), (bl(et) gs. but the night before the company commander
{ all 1he intel we were getting, who we were

He was also calling up almost hourly abou

conversation.
working with and who was trying to help us.

(b) 3), (b})@p he was working pretty hard to get you guys support”
| Yankee (3, (oh(6)ichit

|Gamet | (b)(3), (b)(B) here are Lo headed next?

M&Mj(&m going 10 the Advanced Noncommissioned Officer Course (. ANCOC),

Garnet| (o)f3), (b}Blow many years do you have in?

@ 3), (b)(6)* 1 14 vears in July.

Garnet| (b)), (p)(e)1at are vour plans?

g at e Adrborne School as an instructor. Even

| Yankee (b‘ 3), (b)peeded a little bit of a break so right now 'm workin
ve my job. 1 love being a soldier and |

With all the stuff that has happened, I'm definitely staying in. 1 lo
love what [ do. There's just no better place ['his is the place for me

Garnet o)[3), b8y 11! you be a first sergeant after this break”
vankee (D3), (bj(@NAES the plan. | want to stay in the light infaniry field I'd love to gel back to Italy, to the 173rd, but
my wite doesn’t really want that
Garpet (b){3), (b)Bhow long will you be at Airbome School?

‘ ), (bpphink "1 be here for two years. | think that's all I'll be able to handle

to want to get back to the troops again.

Garnet ®)(3), (b (bf)lsen vou're going

Yankee (b](3), (o)(8) BSOIIEL
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(b)(gj‘eallp appreciate your time.

Yankee

bli3), (phE)D ProBism It was my pleasure. Every day I'm amazed at the ahility those guys showed that day

Garnet

(b)()(G)\'e talked to a number of your guys and it sounds like vou had a phenomenal platoon w ith & good
bunch of soldiers.

Yankee (b)(B),

H)(6) e el

—

|Gamet| b)B), (e more question. What did you feel when you were told they were going to pull out of Wana?

Yankee (b)),

ph(§)was happy but at the same time 1 felt like it would be vieived as the enemy won, especially in that

—

area up there, It was a mixed bag feeling

Garnet (b)P), (@Y that time. you were ready to get home anyway
Yankee (b)), ()6 £
Garnet (b)ls), (bkls;can imagine that after 15 months you were pretty tired.

| Yankee (ﬂtS), (b*ét)\'»‘ were done. It was a busy

15 months. There werzn't any breathers in there whatsoeyc My

platoon was al Blessing and we were always heading out to support Able and Baule. We'd get into the

Korengal and those [ights as well. We were all over the place.

|Garnet| (b)(iS),_(bI)(Gg lot of tough experiences.

(3), (b)[@ough. but definitely character builders. Without those experiznces, I wouldn’t be the person | am
now and will be for the rest of my life.
Garnet 4
o)13), blElow many kids do you have?
Yankee (b(3), (b){@)F& NAVE BWE Wilh one on the way. Jacob will be born & the end o f May.

Garnet (b*B), (b*ﬁjamgrnmlutiuna_.. That's fantastic.

[ vankee o}, oy@ank s

Garnet | ®h3), p)g)hank you very much. | really appreciate your time and all ou guys do for us,

END OF INTERVIEW
Franscribed by (b)(3), (b)(6)
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