SWORN STATEMENT

| Yankee |
T am sFc[  ®@E.06) | INF, U.S. Army. I am an Airborne (b)(6)
with (b)(6)

On Jul 08, I was the Plt Sgt for 2™ Platoon, Chosen Co, 2-503™. I had
been the Plt Sgt for about 5 months. Before that, I was the Weapons
squad leader for 1%" platoon. I had been with 2-503d for about three
years.

During my tour, I had been on various COP’'s such as Ranch House,
Bella, Blessing and various positions with Battle company in the
Korengal. In relation to terrain, COP’'s Ranch House and Bella were
high in altitude. There usually wasn’'t enough Americans to man the
entire perimeter, meaning that it could not be well defended and
required ANA support. They were all precarious positions surrounded
by high ground. Ranch House was on top of a ridge at high altitude.
Wwe only had 25 guys, which was not enough to man the position. Guard
posts were constructed using plywood, 2x4s, and sandbags. It was
common for us to construct defensive positions on top of these
structures. There were two guard posts on top of the living quarters,
and 5 other positions which included the CP and an aid station.

Regarding the barrier plans/positions Ranch House, there was always
more buildup we could do, but we were short on manpower. On the day
of the Ranch House attack we had about 22 Americans at the COP, 1 of
which was a medic and another an communications guy. We did not have
enough concertina wire and could always use more sandbags. Terrain
was going to be hard toc move around for reinforcement.

OQur base defense plan included making some concessions. The terrain
did not enable us to have complete interlocking fields of fire. To
combat this we constructed false guard houses, primary/alternate and
supplementary fighting positions. Because of the steep terrain, we
. constructed sandbag stairwells to better maneuver around the base.
At the time of the attack, there were 22 Americans at the OP.

Bella was at the bottom of a valley, surrounded by high ground. The
terrain was not friendly towards setting up any type of defensive
position. At Bella there were Hesco barrier walls that created
hallways where we could hunker down in which alsc enabled us to
install overhead protection.

Bella and Ranch House were never comfortable positions.
The people around Ranch House and Bella were neither for nor against

the Afghan or U.S. governments. The local people were generally
receptive to our presence, but bg}ieved we would not be there for very
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long. The biggest thlng they worried about was water issues with a
nearby community.

There was some amount of civil engagement with the local populaticn
while we were in Ranch House and Bella. 1In Ranch House, the COP was
located almost 25 meters from the nearest residence. 1In Bella, the
COP was located almost 5-10 meters from nearest local residence and a
clinic which were across the street. We did limited civic engagement
with what we had. We had a good working relationship with the ASG.
The leader was especially good. He grew up with the HVT Hazaret Omar
and was in constant contact with him to stop the attacks and to
convince him that the Americans were not bad.

I had some personal experience on the Wanat site selection. The move
to Wanat had always been kind of thrown around since our arrival into
Afghanistan. I had been to Wanat on previous cccasions through
numerous patrols there, shuura meetings and a later site survey for
the future FOB. I had been on more than half of the patrols, but did
not participate in the shuura meetings since I was part of the
security element. The biggest concerns I had with the site selection
was the surrounding high ground and its exposed location. 1LT

Brostrom and I expressed our reservations to the Company CO. He wasg
fully aware, but was adamant about setting up Wanat and breaking down
Bella.

The planning phase for ROCK move was a long process. 1LT Brostrom and
myself were part of the planning process and were consistently being
updated. Once the time was set for the 4 Jul 08 Rock Move Mission, we
were given the OP order and risk assessment and listened in on the
brief with Division. There was no rock drill (sand table exercise)
for this operation although it is something that is usually done on
other battalion operations. In my opinion, the rock drill did not
happen due to the consistent change in dates and the on again off
again roller coaster problems that the mission kept encountering. In
my opinion, the lack of the rock drill had little to no effect on the
Wanat attack. The attack happened after the planned 48 hour battalion
operation which the rock drill would have addressed. The issues we
did encounter (lack of CH-47 support) would not have been addressed in
a rock drill. In my opinion, a rock drill is useful for planning the
maneuver of multiple elements in an area of operations. In this case,
our platoon was emplaced in a particular location and did not need to
coordinate movement with another unit to get to Wanat. Although a
battalion rock drill was not executed, we understcod our mission and
conducted the necessary platcon Pre Combat Inspection’s, Pre Combat
Check’s, and rehearsals.

e b)(3). (b)(6
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We arrived in Wanat on the night of July 8™. The 2-503 was due to

 start rotating personnel soon after we arrived in Wanat. In my
interview on 6 Oct 08, I mentioned that the plan was that after about
5 or 6 days up in Wanat, we were going to start slicing our men out
and that 1°° ID would start bringing in people to take over our
positions in Wanat. I meant 10-11 days for the beginning of our RIP.

' This was supposed to start around the 15" of July until the 21°° when I
would be the last one out. We would have gone back to Blessing and
then caught a flight to Bahgram.

As Platoon Sgt, I had little to no administrative duties remaining
with the RIP/TOA. By the time we arrived at Wanat the incoming X0 had
already signed for the vehicles and a majority of our equipment. We
had a continuity book of our old patrels to help with the incoming
unit, but none of that got handed off.

I was not going to let the pending RIP/TOA impacted our preparation

Wanat because I had to concentrate on building a base, on how to man

the defensive positions and how not to let my men focus on going home
 soon.

I had reservations about establishing a new position during the RIP
because I feared we would go “asset-dry.” During normal missions such
as at Ranch house, getting ISR support and re-supply was hard enough
because we were competing with other units. During a RIP, a unit will
chew-up even more assets requiring additional CH-47 support, ISR
support and even more supplies which could mean greater delay in
obtaining assets or the chance that we wouldn’'t get any assets. We
also discussed with the Chosen Co 1SG and CO that a movement to Wanat
during the summer season was a bad idea because it is the height of
the fighting season as opposed to the winter season when the men are
home taking care of their families.

We alsc expressed concern that the planning of the Wanat site had gone
on for so long that the enemy had eight months to plan and coordinate
an attack once we got there that they would not need to conduct any
further recon upon our arrival.

The security situation upon arrival in Wanat was good. We set up a
perimeter around the main area we would be working in. We had air
constantly going back and forth and local rains helped keep AAF away.
We alsc felt pretty secure in the fact that the AAF was not going to
do anything in the middle of the night.

There was a unit SOP covering basic water load for a platoon, but I do
not know if it was a written order. I believe I used the water load
standard that was listed on my computer in Afghanistan. The platoon's
practice for water load when departing a COP was to carry a two-day

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT )(3). (D) Page 3 of B

001723



ksugply of water. At that time I had went beycnd the SOP even though

we planned on a re-supply of water when we go to Wanat. I know we
worked the water through the company, but I can't be 100% if it was a
company or battalion SoP. During previous movements, we planned for a
24-48 hr supply of water if we moved via hummers, but used camelbacks
and extra bottle of water during foot patrols. The CONOP for Rock

Move stated we would receive a re-supply of water after 12 hours, the

plan stated that we would receive 12 slings on the first day which
would include water. The water situation changed when the CH-47 sling

capability went from 12 to 2 and then from 2 to 6 slings

other than then re-supply via CH-47, we carried our own water via the
HUMVVE's. Once we arrived at Wanat water was distributed to each
position and to water points in HUMVVE's or cshaded positions at each
position in equal amounts. 'Each position was self sufficient in
regards to re-supply to include water.

Once the CH-47 lifts went from 12 to 2 and then actually 6 lifts this
cut the water we were supposed to get down to 1 to 2 slings or grossly
under what we planned to get. By the end of the first day, we were
burning water faster than previousl slanned. On the second day, I
reported to the Company X0 {CP‘I‘ that we were in a black status
on water and that we would need the rest of our water by the next day
or we would begin to run intoc issues .

on the 9" we received 1 pallet of water which provided about a box per
platocon member. A box had about 24 half liter water bottles. On the
10", we received a box of water from the locals via a hi-lux truck.
We could have used two or more boxes of water because that one box was
gone in a day. On the 11" is when we needed to use the iodine
tablets. We had to slow down our work effort to ensure everyone was
in fighting condition. Although we never ran out of water, we rotated
petween drinking iodine water and regular bottled water. The day
before the attack, on the 12'", we got two or three pallets of water,
therefore water was no longer an issue. While the three ETT Marines
and the engineers were included in our water plan, the ANA relied on
the local wells for their water supply

I am not aware of a written SOP covering basic fuel locad for a
platocn, but the HUMVEE's would be topped off with fuel, and carried
two cans of fuel with it. On some of the vehicles, I took one of the
cans of fuel out to make room for ammc and water. I do not remembexr
receiving a verbal or written order regarding fuel, but it may have
been part of the op order. Regardless, fuel would not be an issue for
the HUMVEE's=. ‘

The Bobcat was part of the re-supply mission on the 9** and was brought
up when the engineer arrived yia cu-47. Fuel for the Bobcat was
(b)(3), (b)(6)
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contained in a blivet and was part of the equipment delivered by sling

. for the engineers. Because of a missing part to the fuel pump, we
were unable to pump fuel to the Bobcat. Since it used the same JP8
fuel as the HUMVEE's we used the gas can from the HUMVEE's. We
notified the Company XO of the missing piece and received it the
following day. By the time the Bobcat ran out of fuel, it haa
completed all the work that could be done at the end of the day. We
received the missing part sometime the next day and the Bobcat was up
and running.

To establish a new emplacement we needed the civilian construction
company to bring a backhoe, a large crane. The construction company
was scheduled to arrive on the morning of the gtk

Except for the water and the materials te develop overhead cover, the
platoon did not have any issues with supplies. I always had what I
needed when I was working that part. I could have used more
concertina wire, but I had enough to surround the perimeter both on
the main and the OP. If I was short on anything, it was on the short
pickets, but the part where we didn’t have pickets we could attach to
trees, walls or put eyes-on to areas that had wire laid, but not
secured by pickets. It does not seem to be screaming in my head as to
a lack of supplies.

The eight engineers attached to the platoon, arrived on the . Their
main duty was to get working on the FOB. While the civilian
construction company was scheduled to work on the walls and
constructing the two guard posts, the engineers began determining the
layout of the COP, including where the road and barracks would be
located. I do not specifically remember what the CONCP stated
regarding engineer support, but I was aware of the number of engineers
coming out to support and what they were going to accomplish. I did
not know any specifics the engineer’'s specific construction schedule.

During planning for Operation Rock Move our understanding of the enemy
eituation IVO Wanat was that we were being observed from the village
itself and from the high ground by the locals and the enemy. I also
pelieve the enemy patrolled in towns to the North and North East and
that there was a large force in Bella, which was less than a half day
travel to us.

We were aware of the enemy situation because COP Bella received a lot
of action and because of the injury to SPC[bE). (b)E] £xrom mortar fire.

The mortar attack showed that foreign fighters were involved or that

the locals received help from the foreign fighters. We also knew there

was a large enemy presence because of the com chatter.
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This knowledge of enemy situation did not impact our planning. We
knew that the Wanat locals did not want us there. We planned on a
large enemy presence and building up of defenses. We were already
geared toward such a large attack.

on the 9" of July, we received a report that the enemy was celebrating
their victory in Bella based on our withdrawal from the ¢COp. On the
same day, we looked for the district leader and the police chief, but
they departed area prior to speaking with them. This was considered a
glap in the face because the leaders would ordinarily take the time to
meet newcomers. The district leader and police chief eventually
returned but still aveoided platoon leaders. There was an increase in
(b)(6) males hanging around and people watching us over a

period ot Z or 3 days since arrival. Some of the local civilians
stated that we were going to be attacked. After about two days in
Wanat, we noticed that t male and child population decreased.
Suspiciously, the son of (b)(6) wheo was also an| (b)(6)
asked us if our predators were up o the night of the twelfth. TLT

. Brostrom reported all of this to Chosen 6, the Company Commander, Capt

Oscar |b)(3), (b)(6/+

(To clarify my interview, I often discussed with 1LT Brostom issues to

be communicated tc higher. On some occasions, I cbgerved 1LT Brostrom

communicate those jesues to higher, on other cccasions, subseguent

discuesions with him led me to believe that he communicated those

jssues with higher, while on other occasions I can not verify how and
. when he may have communicated those igsues to higher.)

The plan was that we would have ISR coverage for the CONOP and would
be #1 for ISR support in the division. We were assured we would have
all the assets we would need 48 hours from the beginning of the
operation on 8 July. specifically we would have predator and Red
Ridge support. 1Imn addition to those platforms, our organic platoon
ISR assets included the TOW-ITAS and the LRAS, which provides thermal
sighting. The ITAS was in the TOW vehicle on the southern part of our
location while OP Topside had LRAS. We also had 2 “lights” and one
smedium” thermal sight in the COP.

To manipulate terrain 1imits to ISR capability we routinely moved the
TOW to different locations. Because we were worried about the
eventual planned loss of ISR, I discussed with 1LT Brostrom that if we
couldn’t get a permanent presence we should try to obtain partial
support from about 0200-0500. We did not receive additional support.

with our organic ISR assets we identified some potential threats. The
ITAS on TOW on truck picked up a group of 5 people moving in high
ground to the west on the night of the 1i2th. They looked like they
had back backs. The morning f the attack we picked up individuals on
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the high ground again. We recommended to the CO that we fire mortars
'at in the high ground, however he did not approve the action by the
time the attack occurred.

The level of ISR support during Operation Rock Move was comparable to
previous cperations during our deployment which included Predator,
Apache and Fixed wing support. Duration for ISR assets were up fox
24-48 hours during operations.

I am not aware of when planning for Operation Rock Move began, but
planning had been going for months. Operaticn Rock Move was
originally scheduled to start on 4 July, but was delayed at the last

[Kte |minute due to the attack at OF Bella that injured SPC The
operation began on 8 July and started moving 2000-2100 that night and
used the same amount of asgets as was planned on 4 July.

1 was aware of the risk assessment slides for operation Rock Move.
During planning, but pbefore execution, there were many enemy combat
operaticns that occurred in the immediate AO. Bella received numerous
direct and indirect fires on a daily basis. Bella was being hit almost
daily by mortars, RPG's, and other direct fire. In June, there was
the Apache firing on the pick-up trucks and then the intel of enemy
setting up a 360 around Bella and over running it after we igfe. In
my opinion, these events reinforced the belief that we would be

attacked and should prepare our defenses accordingly.

We did initiate some patrols in our area, but not very far from our
perimeter. Each day a patrol was used to scout for other OP's or to
go down to district center to talk to the locals, but not designed as
a conventional security patrol. We incorporated the ANA into our
defensive plan. In the past, it always seemed to be an argument with
the ANA to get them to do something however; we used our ANA along the
northern perimeter in line with our positions to cover the bazaar and
the dead space by the path and also had them on the TCP. To support
our defensive plan, we tried to get additional assets. I discussed
with 1LT Brostrom to get some additional manpower from 1%** platoon to
' Wanat, additional ISR assets and equipment, but we did not receive
additional manpower.

I was not involved in the planning of Operation Rock Move. kRegarding
the interchangeable use of VPB and COP for the Wanat base, the platoon
used the term interchangeably and I don't think it mattered to the
men. The mission was to build a COP, however my impression is that
you need something short of a cop first. We knew we were ultimately
going to set up a COP and that it would be a permanent location.
Until the civilian contractor arrived with the manpower and supplies
my priority was to establish defensive positions in the area we had
. available to us.
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SWORN STATEMENT

Sergeant First class| ®@.mE |was recalled as a witness Lo
answer follow-up guestions from his previous interview before
the investigation.

Due to the rate of fire the soldiers were firing at during the
battle of Wanat there was some talk about malfunctions with the
weapons. At Wanat our Platoon cleaned our weapons religiously
and the magazines as well. Firing our weapons at a high rate of
fire increased the possibility of malfunctions. Using my M4, I
fired about 13 magazines during the pattle of Wanat. During the
firing of my 9th or 10th magazine I had to dump a bunch of oil
on it and slow my rate of fire to keep it operating.

Throughout my deployment and during the fight at Wanat my
Platoon experienced seizes with some of the weapons. After a
aignificant sustained rate of fire, the SAW especially had a
tendency to lock-up if too much dust got into it. You have to
find a happy medium between what is too much oil and what is
enough oil to keep it operational. During sustained rates of
fire it is a guick fix to put oil in and keep the SAW firing
through all the carbon and brass shaving from the rounds. From
my experience, if you kept the M4 and its’ magazines and rounds
cleaned and fired your basic load of seven magazines you would
normally not have a problem with it. However, if you doubled
your firing it does become an issue with over-heating of the
weapon. From the bhattle I was in at Ranch House I learmed to
bring additional o¢il with me because I had a problem with my M4
there and had to dump a significant amount of oil to get it
firing again. The problem was caused from firing a large number
of magazines in a short period of time. I also found that the
cold weather oil worked better because it was a not as oily.

There were some weapens that suffered battle damage but I did
not get a first-hand look at them because I had been evacuated
out from Wanat. I do not remember the Mark 19 taking any direct
fire but it is no surprise to me that it had issues at Wanat
because of dust issues. There was a .50 Caliber weapon that
took a direct hit to the feeder tray but remained operation.
There was a M& at the OP at Wanat that had some damage to it. I
have not had any experience with the Ml4s going down in battle.
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I suspect that if there were any problems with the Ml4s that it
was related to battle damage. I would have reservations about
taking the M249 and the Mark 13 into combat because they have
always been hit or miss. When sand and dust gets into them they
malfunction rather quickly. If maintenance is permformed on the
M4 and its’ magazines it is an excellent and reliable weapon in
combat. T have not had any problems operational wise with the
M14 or the M203. I recall some soldiers reporting having
problems with the 249 at Wanat due to the significant amount of
gustained rates of fire. Up at the OP during the battle at

[Plum]wanat specialist [®)@). b)) had some issues with his M4 due to
firing a large amount of ammo.

The Engineers had a detailed plan on the building print for
wanat. I am not sure who approved the plan, but Lieutenant
Brostrom and I set the priority for the order of work to be
performed by the engineers in building Wanat. The engineers had
a list of materials that were to be delivered to Wanat and their
delivery date but I do not remember what day certain material
was scheduled to show up.

I personally communicated the shortage of water at Wanat up the
[ Papa_|chain of command to Captain|[®)@. ()| the Company XO, on multiple
occasions. I subsequently requested an emergency resupply of
water. Originally, I requested four slings of water, which is
about 12 lifts. That lift consisted of water, the engineers,
and the ammo. That would have been enough water to take care of
our Platoon for a couple of days. I got the perception that T
was going to receive the four slings of water from the CONOPS
group. We received less than half of the aircrafte/alings we
were expecting at Wanat s¢ we had to cut certain things out (to
include water) because I needed enough Class IV to start
building, and the ammo for the 120, plus the ammo for the
[Papa | pogitions. I talked with Captain[ @) (bE) |about changing the
load, and we discussed what should get cut ocut when I was at
[Papa | Wanat. Captain[O)@. 06| and I prioritized what would be included
[Papa | on the lifts and slings. I let Captain k:now that foeod
was not a priority because we had enough MREs for a couple of
days, but that we did need concertino wire and class 4 for the
building of the fences, plus the ammo for the 120s, water, and
getting the Bob Cat up there. At that time we did not know how
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many aircrafts were going to make it to Wanat. We received
helicopter lifts each day prior to the attack at Wanat, but I do
not recall specifically how many, but we were definitely getting
materials into Wanat. In addition, the Afghans were bringing up
water and HESCOs by the third day of our arrival to Wanat.
Normally, I received the items I was expecting at Wanat from the
aircrafts. It is safe to assume that we received at least a
gling a day while at Wanat. The shortage of water caused my
Platoon to back off from fortifying our position because we were
drinking too much water and we would have gone into the black.
If we would have had sufficient water we would have continued
fortifying our positions during the day. When I called back to
the Company from Wanat and told them that I needed water I
gspecifically told them that I was in the black. The following
day in the late afterncon we received a resupply of water but
not a sufficient amount for us to continue to fortify our
positions during the heat of the day. We could have used more
concertine wire but at that point it was not a priority, and I
relayed that message to the Company, and they understood that it
was not an emergency or priority. However, I did tell the
Company that the water was an emergency and a priority and
therefore we should have gotten all the water the Platoon needed
the next day but we did not. When the battle began on the 13th
we had sufficient water. 1In my opinion, the Company had
sufficient water but it just was not at Wanat. The issue was
getting the aircrafts to transport the water down to Wanat.

(b)(3), (b)(6)
INITIALS OF PERSCN MARING STATEMEN] Page 3 of 4

001732



AFFIDAVIT

| Yankee I I, SFg (b)(3), (b)(6) I HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGING ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS CN
PAGE 3. NDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE.

| HAVE INITILED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BCTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONT, AINING THE
STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEF|T OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF

PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCICN, UNLAWFUL INFLUE

Yankee
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