SWORN STATEMENT

My name is (b)(3), (b)(6) My current unit is (b)(6)
and my occupation field is Infantry.

In July 2008, I was assigned to HHC, 2™ Bn, 503d Infantry
Airborne, TF Rock at Camp Blessing Afghanistan. At the time, I
was a Captain and assigned as the Assistant Ops Officer. I
joined the Battalion at the end of March 2008 and had been
assigned to TF Rock for about four-and-a-half months. My duties
consisted of CONOP development and various projects.

In July 2008, I started working the redeployment of TF Rock. I
specifically worked the air-movement tables, the coordination
with the new TF moving into theatre; moving theirs in and ours
out for the RIPTOA. I tried to coordinate a good transition,
provide a “lessons learned” and a well coordinated phase in. I
was looking at getting our Battalion to Bagram and part of that
same CONOPS was the RIPTOA for Wanat. In reference to the TF
RIP/TOA, if the written CONOPS still exist, they’re on the
Battalion SIPR drives. I don’t personally possess the CONOPS,
upon redeployment we turned in our secured storage. I do not
personally possess the CONOPS, they were turned in to our
secured storage. '

Any CONOPS we conducted were usually briefed up to Brigade, and
then Division dependant on CONOP level. To clarify my
interview, I was present for the briefing of CONOP, Rock Move.

For Operation Rock Move, I did not write the CONOP, CPT
[)@). b)6|was the Action Officer. The actual CONOP covers 8 through
10 July; after 10 July, the Chosen element moving out there had
organic mortars and submitted ASR’s. To my knowledge, we did
not do combined arms rehearsal for the occupation of Wanat at
the battalion level. Regarding ISRs, we couldn’t use Ravens out
there; they were worthless because of the terrain. We had been
ISR intensive because of the moves, once Bella collapsed. I'm
not too sure of what was actually requested.

At the Company level, they would form the ground tactical plan,
but as far as the air movement, the air portion of an operation
was battalion-centric, due to the limited assets in theater. In
reference to the RIP/TOA with TF 1-26, we had a movement table
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and force flow, but because of the inter-theater air, it was a
FragOrder every day and changed almost daily. Everyone was
clamoring for limited assets. There was only one aviation
brigade to support us at the time. I felt like obtaining assets
was a pull, everyone was trying to get assets.

I did not hear of establishing Wanat as a position until June of
2008. Bella, Ranch House, and the Northern Wygal were tenuous
positions, hard to support; not a big population or government
center. The intent was to get a position which could
influence the populace. It was my understanding the combat
outpost, at Wanat, would be established once Bella was
collapsed. Once arrived, we were going to start RIP’
in 1-26 personnel and pulling our paratroopers cut. We were
pulling a platoon out of Bella and setting Wanat in at the same
time.

From my understanding, Wanat was going to be a new combat
outpost in the shadow of what we previously had at Bella. We
were going to take the force structure we had at Bella and move
it down to the Wygal Valley. Second platoon went up there to
establish a combat outpost. We had previously done it in other
positions. The sense I got of the move was that it was pushed
down to the Company level, although the Battalion was going to
support with assets and contracts. I’'m not sure what echelon
was the driving force to set up the COP. I know it was very
important to our BN to get done before our relief came in. I
did not attend any establishment meetings concerning Wanat.
There was no ”“SOP” for COP establishments, it was a company
mission with support battalion/brigade. Goal was to establish
Wanat prior to conducting RIPTOA with 1-26 IN.

Different factors affected the timing for the establishment of
Wanat. One major rule of law initiative effort by CJTF was to
straighten out property rights which prohibited establishing
Wanat earlier than July, due to required negotiations.
Additionally, from my point of view, timing was affected by the
availability of air assets due to limited assets available. We
wanted to have something established for the new unit coming in.
The air assets were critical to the retrograde from Bella,
because there was no ground LOC (line of communication) to Bella
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and that’s one of the reasons Wanat was chosen. Establishing
Wanat required the closure of Bella before establishing a new
site, otherwise there would have been no other forces available
without fixing the entire pattalion. The move to Wanat changed
the mission set and allowed us to try and connect the populace
to the government, because of the infrastructure at Wanat, the
district center, and ANP station.

Primary method of passin information in the TF was during the

commander’s update. LTC (b)@3), (0)6) |received updates on

Delta

atmospherics, human reporting, and operations over the last 24
hoursincluded were planned operations and what assets were
needed within the AO. Companies would attend on adobe connect.
At our level, there were some issues with getting them assets
and re-supply. At the time, I was focused on the retrograde and
the RIPTOA, which were my primary duties. My focus was on
getting the assets to retrograde the battalion, that was my
priority, and everything was dependent upon “Operation Rock
Move”; everything focused on getting that complete. I don’t
recall if the Battalion Commander ever mentioned what was the
main focus of his efforts.

Within the battalion, the term “combat outposts” was used
regularly for Wanat, because it was going to be a permanent
post. I did not hear the term “vehicle patrol base” used to
describe the emplacement at Wanat until after the combat action
at Wanat. I heard this reference reading the news, the “Early
Bird” or some other source like “Newsweek.com.” The term
vehicle patrol base struck me as unusual, as quoted by Col

Wanat was supposed to be an established position. We
had other known vehicle patrol bases throughout the area such as
VPBs Seray, however by July 2008 they were formally COPs.

The attack, I believe at Wanat was a surprise; we did not expect
to be hit with this scale of attack. I believe as an MDCOA, we
knew it was in the realm of possibilities. I’m not sure who made
the call to withdrawal from Wanat. I don’t believe it was at
the Battalion level.
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Gold il (0)(3), (b)(6) HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS ON
PA U UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT 1S TRUE.

| HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE
STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF

PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

(B)(3), (b)(6)

pert

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by
law to administer oaths, this _{¢__ day of DLIBER._2017
at CASEAmA _ EDEALE Y E(2v2q, LiAtz
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