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(The testimony began at 0909, 13 October 2009.]

LtGen Natonski:

and Lieutenant Colonel

I am Lieutenant General Richard F. Natonski,
United States Marine Corps. I have been appointed by

the Commander of US Central Command to conduct an
investigation into the facts and circumstances

surrounding the combat action at Wanat, Afghanistan,

during July 2008. Major General David Perkins, United
States Army, has been assigned as the deputy

investigating officer. Lieutenan Colonel | ®@®.0)® || |
(b)3). b)6) |are judge advocates
assigned to the investigation team.

The testimony you provide today will be recorded,
transcribed, and included in our report of
investigation. Based on your testimony we may also
prepare a separate written statement for your review
and signature. Prior to coming on the record today you
signed a privacy act statement, is that correct?

CPT M)3). O)O) |

That is correct, sir.

LtGen Natonski:

Okay. Your testimony will be made under
ocath. You will now be sworn.

[The witness was sworn.]

LtCol|b)d), (b)(6)

Please state your full name, spelling your last.

CPT |(b)©3). (b)(6)|:

LtCol (b)3), (b)(6)

(b)3). (0)(6)

[ ]

What is your current unit and the unit's

location?
CPT | ()3). (B)E): I am currently signed tol (b)@)High, (b)(6) I
(b)(2)High, (b)(6)
LtCol (b)(3), (b)(6 You are currently a captain in the US Army?
CPT| (b)(3), (b)(6) That is correct.

LtCol h)a). ()el:

In July of 2008,
unit's location?

what was your unit and the

CPT

(b)), (b)(6)

I was assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters

Company, 2nd Battalion, 503d Infantry (Airborne), Task

‘Enclosure (3/«) PAGE | OF 3/
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Force Rock, at FOB--excuse me, correction,
Blessing, Afghanistan.

at Camp

LtCol (b)@3), (b)) In July of 2008, what was your rank and your duty
assignment?

CPT | (D)3). (b)(6) I was a captain, as I currently am, and I was
assigned at that time as a assistant operations
officer in Task Force Rock.

LtCol P)(3). (b)® Have you made any previous written statements as
part of an AR 15-6 or the Combat Studies Institute
study?

CPT| (b)), (b)(6) No, sir.

LtCol|(0){3). (b)(6)

CPT | (D). (b)(6)

LtCol (b)(3). (b)6)

What is your occupation field?

11A, Infantry, sir.
As of July 2008, how long have you been assigned

to the Battalion?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6) I had been in Task Force Rock for 4 1/2 months at

LtCol| (b)@A). (b)6)

that time, sir.

You deployed over with the battalion?

CPT | (0)(3), (b)(®) No, sir, I deployed with the brigade and then
came down to battalion the end of March 2008.
LtCol [b)@). (b)6 Your duties in the S3 shop, can you describe

CPT

LtCol

(b)(3), (b)(6)

LtCol (b)3). (b))

CPT

(b)(3). (b)(6)

those?

Silver

Myself and Captain| Q). ®)6) |
CONOPs for tactical operations and
time in question, in July, I started
redeployment piece, so that was my
that time.

They varied.
alternated doing
then, during the
working with the
area of focus at

(b)@). (b)(6) In July 20087

Correct, sir.

Can you describe what you were doing with the
redeployment piece?

CPT

(b)3). (b)(6) I was working air movement tables, decing the

coordination for Task Force [pause]--

001680



Rata

12
.2
—

15

.

17
18

—r
20
21

=

23

s

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
33
34
35

36
37

Rata

LtCol (b)A3). (b)(6)

CPT| (b)@3), (b)) -- Task Force Spader, 1-26 Infantry, with their

3-alpha and their 4, and their XO:; moving their forces
into theater--we worked on the airflow tables to move
our forces out and theirs in, RIP/TOA plans, etcetera,
sir.

Task Force Spader?

LtCol 1)) (b)(6 Was that a full-time job for you?

CPT| (b)(@3), (b)(6) Ninety percent of the time but it didn't
eéncompass Wanat in that we had plans to withdraw and
put forces in there and withdraw forces from there,
doing RIP/TOA there. I was told----

LtCol h)@3). (b)(6 When you mean "there", can you describe what you
mean by "there"? The location?

CPT |(b)(3), (b)(6): Combat Outpost Wanat--excuse me, COP Kahler, I'm
sorry.

LtCol | 0)G). B)®) | Okay, so as part of your planning for RIP/TOA,

You were working with the unit that was coming in to--

CPT |(b)(3), (b)(6) For them to occupy as we pulled our forces out
and conduct RIP/TOA--left seat right seat ride--with
them.

LtCol (D)B). (D)(6) Do you recall when that was to happen in relation
to their arrival?

CPT | (0)@3), (b)(6) It was a fluid thing. As their forces flowed in,
you know, you keep experienced leaders on the ground
SO you can do a good transition and pass off all the
relationships, all the TTP's and lessons learned. I
had originally intended tc be called on Thursday and I
didn't really have a chance to review a little better
so I am kind of going blind here but it was to be
phased in from about--I can

There are basically three different--three different
movements that would have occurred with 1-26 personnel
coming in and ours coming out between the occupation
of Wanat and 4 August which was our TOA date.

LtCol (b)(3). (b)(6 Okay, so when you were--you were planning moving
the battalion back to Italy, is that----
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CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6) Um--~

LtCol|(b)@3). (b)6)

LtCol

-—--—at that same time?

As far as my piece I was working more of that in-
theater piece, and getting us to our RSOI hubs, i.e.,
Bagram, and from there it was strategic movement,
etcetera.

(b)(3), (b)(6) Part of that same CONOP was the RIP/TOA? For
Wanat?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6),

Yes, sir. I mean, the company level, they do the

LtCol

actual on the ground piece but as far as the air
movement timelines, etcetera, for, you know-- on this
date 1-26th has so many packs available to move we are
going to put two squads into COP Kahler or Wanat and
then we will withdraw one squad from task force rock
or retrograde it, is the type of operation we planned.

b)(3), (b)(6 Did you have a written CONOP for this?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6) We had a movement table for it, essentially an

MGySgt

Excel projected force flow however because of the way
Strat Air--not Strat Air but Intra Theater Air between
Manas and BAF was running and then a limited deviation
assets for lift it was more or less--was FRAGO'd
everyday essentially.

It was what, sir, I'm sorry?

(b)(3), (b)(6)

It was' FRAGO's ever day. It was changed almost
daily just based on force flow-- what was projections
versus what actually got in theater, what completed
their RSOI tasks and was available to move.

LtCol b)@3). (b)(6e You say "shortage of air". What was your
understanding of the air situation?

cpT| 0)3). 0)6) I wouldn't say "shortage of air" but less then,
you know, in a perfect world we would be able to
magically lift an entire battalion. And move
everything out but I mean, you know, like everybody
else in the theater, we were all clamoring for a
limited access because there was only the one aviation
brigade supporting us at the time.

LtCol )3). (b)E; Was that the Cav of the 101st?
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CPT |(b)3). (b)(6)

There was-- T
I knew that

LTC |3), b)k: JAF is Jalalabad?
CPT

(b)), (b)(6)

Correct, sir, my apologies.

LTC )®) 06| I just want to make sure that the guys who are making
the record----

LtCol | OB OO | py you have g copy of--you said you had an Excel
Spreadsheet-- did You maintain a copy of that?

CPT | (O)(@3). (b)(6) I mean, there is that end there were other
documents, you know, our CONOP for the movement to

elements around but those were all--if they still
exist they are on battalion SIPR drives that I don't
have access to right now. I don't have any hard copies
of it and I don't have any--it was a secret document
and I don't have any copies on my PC or anything, sir.

LtCol h)(3) (b)E;:

CPT | (D)@3), (b)(6) I do not know, sir. If the hard drives are still
intact my assumption would be yes but I do not know.

MGySgt b)), (b)(6 Do they usually save those? Do you usually save
those or do you destroy them after? What is the

practice at the Battalion?

Within the Battalion 3, do you think?

Lot 2 JIOIOROIOIR I transferred duty positions upon redeployment.
Those hard drives were retained with the S3, the
battalion operations cell and I don’t know their
current whereabouts or have a chain of custody or
anything of that nature. It was basically we turned
them in to our secure storage. They were in the war
room in the battalion and I transferred to a new job
and I don't know.

LtCol b)), (b)(6 Your understanding of-- what type of emplacement
was to put in at Wanat?

(0)@3), (b)(6) My understanding was that it was going to be a
new combat outpost in the shadow of what we had

CPT
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2 structure we had at
Bella and mo
: Varley. Ving it down Waygal
[::;;::]4 LtCol (b)M). (b)(6) Wbat was your Battalion's mission regarding that
5 eéstablishment of the position?

[:::] 6 CPT |(b)@3), (b)) I don't understand the question, sir.

[:;:::]7 LtCol (b)3). (b)(6 How far along through the establishment process

8 were you planning to take the unit. You said second
9 platoon went up there, what was their mission?
[:;:::ho CPT | (b)@3). (b)(6) Well, it was to establish a combat outpost. wWe
11 had done it previously in other locations along the
12 Pech with the Honaker-Miracle and other locations. You
13 go in, it is occupied by force and then you grew your
14 Positions like any defensive, if you know, position
15 you grew every day. I don't have the best purview for
16 this mission, at least at the battalion side. Major
17 b)(3),(b)(6 or Captain 0)E).0)6)  |would have a better picture
18 of it. The sense I got, a lot of it was kind of,
19 pushed down to the company to Captain 0)E).0)6)although
20 battalion--we were gonna support--it was being
21 supported with assets and contracting support which
22 didn’t come through as well as we would have liked to.

[;::]23 LtCol (b)) ()6 Do you recall--were you ever tasked from brigade
24 to go establish an outpost at Wanat. It's

[:::]25 CPT | (0)@3), (b)(6) I don't know what impetus came to do that. It
26 was--I don't know what the driving force on it was. I
27 know that it was very important to be done that there
28 was a lot of energy--at least, maybe not-- there was a
29 lot of energy thrown at it say something would need to
30 get done and set up for when 1-26 comes in. I don’t
31 know what the impetus was. I don’t know what was
32 driving--what echelon was driving it.

[:::]33 LtCol (b)A), (b)(6) Did you attend any planning meetings for the

34 establishment of a COP at Wanat or
| 135 cpT| ®E).0)E) I'm not--I did not attend any meetings and I am
36 not aware of any that took place in my office. I don't

37 know if there were any between Majorx| (h)@3), (b)6) |Colonel
38 -Diamond (0)@). (b)6) | and Captain(n@s), b6} but I am not aware of any
39 - at I was party to.
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(b)3). (0)(6)

' When you were Planning for the RIP/TOA and the
Plece that would take place at Wanat, what was your

understanding as to when the s
pPosition or empl
would be established? placement

CPT

(b)@3). (b)(6)

in my understanding it was established once

LtCol

€Cause we didn't have the intent-- we had
establish a permanent position there. T
if you consider established as X level of
construction, I don't have any understanding of that
but as far as being established a8 occupying it "this

is going to be our combat outpost" and then improving
it from there.

(b)(3), (b)(6) Do you recall which day the platoon weént up?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6)fe If T had time to look, to do some prep, I could

LtCol

probably answer, but I don’t recall off the top of my
head, sir, the dates.

b)(3). (b)(6 If they went up on 8 July, how far forward had
you looked to start the RIP/TOA with the incoming
unit. Were you going to give them a week? Were you
going to give them two weeks before you started----

CPT

(©)3), (b)(6) We had planned to start moving them in-- excuse

LtCol

me-- I believe it was around, I want to say it was the
l16th or 17th would have been the first echelons--Task
Force Saber elements coming in there and the first of
our guys retrograding out of Bella--not Bella, Wanat.
In that plan, those soldiers that one up there
essentially just had their rucksacks and they were
just going to establish a COP and then once their
replacements got there we would start thinning them
out and pushing them back.

b)(3), (b)(6 In part of Operation Rock Move the battalion also
moved a platoon out of Bella?

CPT

(b)), (b)(6) ¢

Correct, sir.

LtCol

And they came back to Blessing? Do you recall

what platoon that was?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6) I want to say first platoon, but----

LtCol

Chosen's first platoon?

b)(3), (b)(6
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CPT | (0)(3), (b)(6) C9rre?t, sir. Chosen Company was the enly one
operétlng in those two locations unti] we started
getting QRFs pushed in there.

LtCol (b)), (b)s; Have you ever heard the term "vehicle patrol
base" used to describe the emplacement at Wanat?

CPT |(b)@3). (b)(6)} I have not heard that ternm until after the

event--the combat actions

LtCol

there.

How did you hear that term for the first time?

CPT | (0)@3), (b)(6) I was reading-- I can't remember, it was some
nNéws-~-the Early Bird, or some other open source or
Global Security.com or some open source and it was an
interview or an article about the actions there.

LtCol (b)@). (b)(6) You take that term to mean? "Vehicle Patrol
Base"?

CPT ((b)(@3). (b)®) I am trying to think.

LtCol (b)), (b)(6 Did it strike you as unusual for that label to be
used?

CPT (0)(@3). (b)©); Frankly, yes.

LtCol (MA). 0O | wWhy is that?

CPT | (b)), (b)(6) Because it was intended to be an established
position. We had previous--we had positions along the
Pech that we called vehicle patrol bases and then over
time they had been built up.

LtCol (b)@3), (b)(6 Do you recall what those positions were?

CPT |[(b)(3), (b)(6) Well, there was Vehicle Patrol Base California

which had been established by task force chosen 132
Infantry we had initially occupied when we RIP'd into
theater in May of '07 but then it became untenable, we
had withdrawn from there. Sheray, also known as
Chowkay, down in the southern part of our AO that had
been known as a vehicle patrol base for a long time
before CJITF had re-standardized all the names across
the AO. They were permanent positions as well at
least, we maintained them as permanent positions.
Going back to doctrine, FM 7-8 or 3- --whatever the
new manual is, you know, a patrol base is a
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LtCol |(b)©3), (b)6)

CPT | (h)(3), (b)(6)

deployment for about the first 10 months.

LtCol (0)®). ®6)|  When was the first
to Wanat? Establishing

You ever hear that when

time you had heard of a move
an emplacement at Wanat? Did
you are on the brigade staff?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6) No, sir, because-- not that location-- prior to--
when I was on brigade staff-- prior to 1 April or
thereabouts I knew of the intent to try and move out
of Bella and then reestablish another position but I
had not heard of location Wanat until probably June of
'08.

LtCol |()(3). (b)6)

(b)(3), (b)(6)
heard that there was at least a
of Bella?

CPT | (D@A), (b)(6) Bella, Ranch House, both those positions--the

northern way Bella and Aranus. They were tenuous
positions because they were hard to support and there
was not a large population center there. There wasn't
any type of government center there so the forces were
essentially out there occupying wherever they could
influence under their 800 meters of their direct fire

weapons. The intent was to move them and get them
next to a populace and a government or ANA set element

they could influence.

LtCol(h)@). (b)(6 What month was it once you're down in the
battalion did Wanat appear to be the location?

cer| 0. 00 |

the establishment,

So you came down to the battalion March of '08?

At the tail end--the very end of March.

So while you were still on brigade staff, you had
preference to move out

LtCol

Maybe it's because I didn't have a direct role in
I mean I-- the impetus started
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LtCol

CPT

LtCol

LTC

developing the

b)(3). (b)(6

Did you

planning?

(b)@). (b)(6)

actual tactical plan

. . : : for the thinning out there, that
was Primarily Captain ®)E). 0)6) | and Captain b)3).(b)(6) the
der.

Chosen Company Comman

0)(3), (b)(8

b)(3). (b)(6}

ed moving in and
CONOPs to Collapse Bella

participate in that portion of the

Lieutenant Colonel b)(3),(b)(6>

at the time?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6)

LTC

CPT

Typical planning process at the Battalion-leve]l

was either we just-- based on intel reports,
an area that we want to try and develop or we
Intel report that was actual intelligence,

we pick
haven't
discussed

with the Company Commander whose battle space was and
then would go into CONOP development—-getting the

assets aligned, et cetera.

usually call aviation assets
rehearsal and the other AMBs,
our ANSF to do rehearsals as well.
abbreviated MDMP process based on

and----

0)(3), (b)(

(b)(3), (b)(6)

I believe that would be a correct statement,

We would usually--would
and do a combined arms
et cetera and bring in
It was often an
planning timelines

So more of a planning and coordination type meeting as
opposed to a formalized MDMP? I mean, is that----

sir.

LTC )3).0O)(: Okay, so you guys did not do, to your knowledge, you
did not do a combined arms rehearsal or a rock drill
or anything for the movement to Wanat?

CPT | (b)@3), (b)(6)
LTC b)(3). (b)(§ Right.
CPT| (bn)@3), (b)(6)

LTC

b)@3). (b)(6

For the establishment of Wanat?

Not that I was a party to, sir.

Okay, being your job is in the 3-Shop, did you have
any involvement at all with regard to pushing resupply

or logistics by rotary wing?

10

Oscar
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CPT | (v)(3), (b)(6)|:
Staff Sergeant (0)(3).(b)(6) Was our Air NCO. He

LTC )@3), (b)(:

CPT | (b)@3). (b)(6) Sir, my pPrimary place of duty was working in the

d%d @uch of the Ccoordination~-- not for the Wanat
mission, I did coordinate with them for resupply and

Did you-- was Your place of duty in the TOC or were
you elsewhere most of the time?

plans shop which was co-located down at the ToC.
During coNop exXecution often myself and Captain |b)@3).b)6

Silver  |(0)(3).(0)(6)) would be co-located with the TOC in order to do

LTC

CPT

LTC

)@). (b)(

whatever is we were tasked with or to just help battle
track.

With regard to battle tracking, what was the normal
practice in the battalion? Probably there is a set
time during the day when the company would probably
call in SITREPs and then just--otherwise were they
just as SIGACTs occurred they would call stuff in.
What we are trying to get a feel for is how events
that transpired at Wanat were called in and how as
things change with regards to indicators and warnings
does would have been passed along to battalion?

(b)(3), (b)(6) |2

Typically, through our ABCS but primarily using

P)(3). (b)(§

MERC chat or TACSAT things would get called in because
they were seeing guns, Spot report, et cetera.
However, the primary means of passing information was
at 1900Zulu you would have the commanders update
brief. Basically, every evening the staff at Blessing
would be in conference with the Colonel and then all
the remote stations would be via Adobe Connect.
Basically the company commanders would give an update
of the atmospherics, the HUMINT reporting, Source
reporting, atmospherics or their observations and
their kind of last 24 next couple days of plans and
what assets they needed or requested.

Do you remember at all any discussion of Wanat after
their vehicle patrol base was established? In other
words, do you remember any discussion of that at the
BUBs or any of the meetings with regards to how things
were going up there? You know, how the move forward
was progressing?

11
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[:;;:] ; CPT (b)) (b)(6) I can't remember the source of jit. I mean, yeah
: the atmospherics, you know, we were getting, vyou kno&
; battallop staff.was out from Captain[ )@).b)6) , our
coptractlng officer, frustration just trying to get
5 th1§ stuff pushed up there--support he had laid on
6 h?Vlng to try to influence the contractors that agreed
7 With them. I mean, they would OCcupy--at our level,
8 you know, there wWere some issues with getting them
9 assets and resupply, etcetera, but--I'nm sorry, sir, my
10 train of thought----
11 LTC 1)(3), (b)(6 Okay, no, that is fine. Okay, I think that is all 1
12 have, sir.
[::::]13 LtCol|(n)(3), (b)(6) Just so we can understand everything the
14 battalion was doing at this time. You were focused on
15 their return grade and they RIP/TOA, is that correct?
[::::]16 CPT | (h)(3). (b))} That was my primary portfolio at that time, vyes,
| h8  wLtco1iM®. ®mE Captain | ®G.®)6) | o4 working the CONOP for Rock
19 Move.
L la0  epr | m©) d)E) Correct, sir, which is the retrograde from Bella-
21 -—-

[::::]22 LtCol (n)@), (b)6) And then the establishment of Wanat?

123 erpTlpmemelk I want to say yes, ninety percent, but, like I

24 said, it's kind of fuzzy in my mind right now.
[;;:]25 LtCol| 0)® ®6) | What else was the battalion engaged in at that
26 time?
|27 cer|me. me They were engaged in the kinetic fight that we
28 had been in for the last 14 plus months. We were
29 engaged in trying to win HUMINT terrain through our
30 ASF partners and global leaders—-—--
31 LtCol (PA) (b)E) Specifically, in early July--late June, early
32 July--were there any other operations that your other
33 companies were involved in?
[ 134 cPT (DE). O)E) The last---I can’t remember--Rock Scareatie--we
35 had basically, the illume cycle in Afghanistan due to
36 the moon angles you only get a high illume period
37 where aviation can fly freely basically once or twice
12
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continuing to conduct our operations. Wanat kept
doing Company sized--platoon and company sized air
assaults based on intel reporting pertained at alil

LtCol

So did that continue-- your companies continued

to do that all the Wway up to the point that they

CPT | (0)@3). (b)(6) 1 would say not right up to the point that they

LtCol

RIPd. Once we pulled--once Rock Move occurred we
basically were--that was basically--Rock Scareatie, I
believe was the operation, if not I could go back and
check on my notes. That was basically our last major
battalion operation as far as us, you know, going out
and being--I don’t want to 5S4y wWe were passive after
that but, you know, pro-active as far as us going at
the offensive end of operations.

b)@). (b)(6 You attended the commanders update regularly?

CPT | (). (b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtCol (n)@3) (b6 The first week in July, what was your battalion's
priority?

LtGen Natonski: Priority of effort?

CPT | (@), (b)(6) I think we were trying to do several things at

once. I know my effort was-- what I was tasked with at
the time, you know, so I had that kind of planner's
tunnel vision. Our exercise, obviously, at that point
was getting the assets to retrograde Bella and then
install--well, retrograde Bella that was the priority.
After that, everything else was kind of dependent on
that.

LtCol |M®). O | so, the priority of effort, the main effort was

Operation Rock Move?

CPT | (b)(3), (b)(6) In my estimation, yes, sir, because everything

€lse hinged upon getting that complete and that had
been a drawn out timeline-~getting that executed.

13
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LtCol ®)@B). MO) | pig your battalion commander éver mention what
his focus of effort or main effort was?

CPT

(b)(3), (b)(6) Not that 1 recall,
definitely, sir.

LtCol

LtGen Natonski :

sir. I can't recall,

Okay. General?

You didn't write the CONOPs for Rock Move,

did you?

CPT | (0)@3), (b)(6) Rock move, no, I did several other----

LtGen Natonski: Who did?

Silver

CPT | (b)), (b)(6) Rock Move--Captarn==us ally--for a typical CONOP
myself or Captain| ®®.06 |would take the
information, develop the CONOP, and then we would, you
know, get the 90% solution and then we did send it to

Major b)3).0)6) for refinement or approval or say "Hey,

this is garbage, take it back and re-look this, this,
and this™.

LtGen Natonski:
July.

The actual CONOPs cover the period 8 to 10

CPT | (b)(3), (b)(6)} For which operation, sir?

LtGen Natonski: Rock Move.

(b)3), (b)(6) Okay,.sir.

CPT

LtGen Natonski: That is the movement of-—-—-

CPT| (b)@3). (b)(6) Correct, sir--Bella----

LtGen Natonski: —----Chosen, 2d platoon--and in that CONOPs

it covered fire support, medevac----

CPT sir.

(b)(3), (b)(6) Yes,

LtGen Natonski: —----ISR--what were they supposed to do after
the 10th of July?

CPT | (b)(3), (b)(6) The platoon or the company, or Bat—--—---

The platoon at Wanat. What were they doing
How would anyone know what was supposed to

LtGen Natonski:
for ISR?

14
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1 happen after the 10th when Rock Move was finished?

2 Was there g3 plan for ISR or fire Support?
| 3 cr [0 00 Fire support, they were stil] within range----
4 LtGen Natonski : For the two----
[:::::]g CPT | (b)(3), (b)(6) From Bless%ng and also the element moving out
there had organic mortars from the company attached to
7 the platoon establishing the cop
8 LtGen Natonski: What about CAS?
[:::::]9 CPT | 1h)(3), (b)6) There were ASRs submitted-- T don't know if it
10 was actually-- I can't recall if it was actually built
11 our JTAX records or fire Support desks, I don’t know
12 if they still have those records?
13 LtGen Natonski: What about ISR? You couldn’t use Raven----
[::::]14 CPT | (n)@3), (b)(6) Ravens are worthless in that area, sir.
15 LtGen Natonski: Nor I guess Shadow because of the line of
16 sight requirement?
[ 17 cer|me oo No, sir, I believe Shadow--I'm not an expert in
18 this--in my fuzzy memory--I believe Shadow was K4 or
19 maybe I just got so used to seeing different pods that
20 I mistook it for that. As far as--there were requests
21 made. We had been ISR intensive during the rock move
22 and the time around that based on the Intel reporting
23 we had----
24 LtGen Natonski : Yeah, because you were doing Bella and then
25 you were doing Wanat----
[ P6 CPT| m)©).0)o) Correct, sir.
27 LtGen Natonski: ----but once again, CONOPs only takes you
28 through 10 July.

[:::]29 CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) I wouldn't have the answers, sir, as far as what

30 assets were on station off the top of my head or what
31 was requested. Captain)@.b)(was our S2 at the time.
32 | Jade [Lieutenant()s) o)e)| and now Captain| 0©B).0)6) |who is one of
33 the individuals who they are trying to track down--
34 they were a better picture of what was the actual
35 requests made, sir.
15
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LtGen Natonskij: Okay----

CPT | (h)3),()6) |2

LtGen Natonski: This-~ you don't know who directed the
establishment of the COP but do You recall whether it
was briefed up to the brigade and division?

CPT| (b)@3).(b)®)

Sorry, sir.

LtGen Natonski: You don't recall who directed the
establishment of cop Wanat but do you know whether it
was briefed up to the brigade and division level?

CPT I'm trying to remember—any CONOP we did we did
brief-- if it was a formal CONOP we did brief it to
the brigade and depending upon the risk level it would
get briefed up to CJTF. T don't-- I know there was
briefings and discussions but I don't recall a formal
CONOP brief or----

have done that?

LtGen Natonski: Who would

CPT | (1)(3).(b)(6) I'm sorry sir?

LtGen Natonski: Who would have provided a formal brief to

the division or---- :
Silver
If it was like the packet you see right there--

like I said, generally-- for something like that

myself or Captain[ @u)@3).b)6) would get direction to,

you know, these are the areas of interest that we
want-- or, you know, this or a tasking purpose----

CPT

(b)3).(b)(6)

LtGen Natonski: But you did not brief this brigade or
division? This CONOP?

CPT | (h)(3),(b)(6) That is rock move-- is that-- I can't recall if
cthat encompasses Wanat or does that just encompass the
move of Bella?

LtGen Natonski: No, this covers both.

CPT |(1b)(3),(b)(6) ¢ May I, sir?

LtGen Natonski : Sure.
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CPT| (b)(3).(b)6)

Just to refresh my memory.

LtGen Natonski: The move to Wanat was,
by the establishment or the withd

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6)

LtGen Natonski :
into a--g

Once Bella was disestab
see references to Bella

CPT| (b)(3).(b)(6) Yes, sir. [pause] Okay, sir,

having Primary
little more focused on, you know,
we are getting out of Bella-~- I'm
the original question?

LtGen Natonski: I was just curious as

I guess, was clipped
rawal from Bella.

I'm sorry, sir? It was "clipped"?

lished that put Wanat
in there.

I remember Sitting

in the Rock Move in this brief from my position not
proponency for it T

was probably a
just the fact that
Sorry, sir, what was

to who or whether this

was briefed at the brigade or division level.

CPT that was.

(b)(3),(b)(6) Yes, sir,

LtGen Natonski: But it wasn't by you?

CPT (0)(3),(b)(6) I was probably present, sir,

said, it was like how we did

because, like T

our commanders updates

usually we would be il the conference room at Camp

Blessing.

Major (b)@3).(b)6

- briefing Eagle 6 or Eagle 7 it would
actually put it together I

that time. As far as who

[ Siver believe Captain | (m)@3),m)e6)

Gray |[Major|p)a).b)6) fine tune
J

would have seen it and then Major
been the one briefing----

did the

LtGen Natonski: Up the chain.

CPT| (h)(3),(b)®6) Correct, sir, with Colonel

intent on the operation.

LtGen Natonski:- Did you ever go to Bell

CPT| (b)(3).(b)(6) No, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Ranch House?

CPT No, sir.

(b)(3),(b)(6)

17

(b)3).(b)(6)

probably pPhysically briefed it-

have been at

majority of it.

1t and then Colonel [ )@3)0)©) |[ Diamond |

b)(3),(b)(6) would have
Gray

providing his

a?
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LtGen Natonski: Okay. Did members of the battalion ever get
to those locations?

CPT (b)(3).(b)(6) Well, Ranch House was de-established in -- T
can't remember but I believe it was de-established not
too long-- I mean, it was the established between
August and the time of ambush so it would have been
September or October so T can't speak to that one. To
Bella-- I can't--I don't know if the brigade commander
ever got there on his battlefield, sir, I can't speak
to whether higher echelons got out there, ‘I mean,
everybody----

LtGen Natonski: But what about in the battalion?

CPT| (b)(3).(b)6) In the battalion-- in the time I was there from

April to--April to-- in April through August or, well
April through de-establishment in July 10th about--I

don’t recall the battalion command group effort going
up there but I could be wrong. I don't recall.

LtGen Natonski: How about MajorkMBMm@ﬁ Gray
CPT | (0)(3).(b)(®) When I say the "battalion command group”" I mean

the field grades and staff. Like T said, I could be
wrong but I do not recall.

LtGen Natonski: We talked about vehicle patrol base and
combat outpost. As you read the CONOP it is for the
establishment of a combat outpost. It does reference
the term vehicle patrol base but within your
Headquarters the term "combat outpost" was the
established usage in this case because it was going to
be a permanent installation.

CPT | (b)(3),(b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. The timing for the establishment of, I
guess, COP Wanat or Kahler-- was there ever any
discussion as to-- you were in the midst of a RIP/TOA-

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) Yes, sir,

LtGen Natonski: -—---1 believe there was an investigation
ongoing, a 15-6, over an Afghan vehicle that was shot
up with some medical personnel in it and that happened

18
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about the time of Bella and Ranch House. Are you
familiar with that? Some Afghan medical personnel----

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) Yes, I am familiar with the allegation; I am
familiar with the engagement----

LtGen Natonski: Was that a time distracter within the
battalion? Who was assigned that?

CPT| (b)@3).(b)6) I can't recall who the IO was on that in
particular, sir. I don't recall that being a major
distraction at least to me it was not.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. Now, the platoon--the second platoon

had sent their personnel effects home when they went
up to Wanat because of the----

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) A majority of them yes, sir. They were in

CONEX'S, vyes.

LtGen Natonski: Why 8 July? Why not when the winter came in

and the new unit was established or why not sooner
before Bella? Were there any discussions in the
battalion S3 as to why 8 July?

CPT

(b)(3).(b)(6) A lot of it was based on air assets and the

availability thereof. Part of it, as far as not
getting done earlier was the ongoing land negotiation
because that was one of our major efforts of CJTF
while we were there was to straighten out property
records, etcetera. Because we had always occupied a
site and then somebody-- even if it just sat empty for
years suddenly somebody would claim it was theirs and
try and get some money so, you know, they were going
off Rule of Law and governance. That was one of the
big concerns of CJTF so that was something, you know,
kind of drug the process of negotiations. As far as--
it wasn’t conversations I had, but the vibe, you know,
as far as the timeline was we were pulling out of
Wanat--not Wanat--pulling out of Bella--we had a new
unit coming in and we wanted to have something
established for them to fall in on rather than--have
something for them to fall in on. The other thing was
we were--from my perspective for a lot of the time I
was there with the battalion and the brigade~-our
entire brigade was centrally fixed. We had platoon
outposts in order to flex to do a CONOP we would have
to bring in our forward support company and have them
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backfill force pro in order to get enough trigger
pullers out in the field to conduct a major operation.
Having the forces freed up, you know, really
necessitate collapsing Bella before we would establish
something else.

LtGen Natonski: You mentioned aviation support was critical
for the establishment of Wanat?

CPT | ®)3).(0)(®) More so for the retrograde from Bella because
there was no G-LOC to Bella.

LtGen Natonski: And that is one of the reasons they selected
the site of Wanat?

CPT | (b)3),(b)(6) Because it wasn't ground blocked, yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: But there was a requirement for aviation and
that is laid out in the CONOP--there are CH 47s——
however, they were also competing at the time with the
RIP/TOA that was going on that aviation assets were
being ciphered off.

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) Yes, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Who made the call that it would go on 8
July? Was that the Battalion Commander? Brigade
Commander? Division Commander?

CPT | (1b)(3),(b)(6) We may have proposed that date as, you know,
we've briefed it and then it was approved at the
higher echelons of through CJTF which was the ultimate
approval authority for the operation.

LtGen Natonski: Was the mission of Wanat different than your
previous missions at Bella, Ranch House--those
missions were interdiction of enemy forces between
Pakistan and Afghanistan--the rat lines in the
mountains. Wanat--and that had been basically the
battalion's mission throughout--~kinetic mission to
intercept insurgents?

CPT |(h)3).(b)(6) 2 Well, we were in contentious areas and even if we
just sat on our bases, the enemy would fight to
maintain relevance. They would come and engage us----

LtGen Natonski: So, you were there to intercept and
interdict the enemy?
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[::;;::] CPT | ()@3).(b)O) Across our battle space, we had several different

1

2 fights because every company AO was almost

3 geographically isolated and very different. For

4 destined company on the east side of our A0O-- having
5 the Pakistani border-- it was more of an interdiction
6 effort and at the same time they were developing the
7 Afghan Border Patrol Police. Along the Pech Able

8 Company--they had a lot of kinetic activity but they

9 were much more focused on trying to connect the
10 populace to the government because they had population
11 density along there. They had some infrastructure,
12 they had a lot that was more then-——--
13 LtGen Natonski: Which company was that?
| |1a cer| moe0O Able Company.
15 LtGen Natonski: Able Company.

[:::::]16 CPT | (b)(3),(b)(6) Battle company in the Korengal, you know, very
17 contentious area-- somewhat as introduction but, you
18 know, my vibe on that is the Korengal is kind of like
19 the West Virginia. Honestly, if we weren't there, they
20 would be irrelevant. Chosen Company, as we have seen,
21 a very contentious area and theirs was more of
22 interdiction. There wasn't any established
23 governance. There were some population centers but
24 Aranus, you know, the Ranch House, Bella-- they
25 couldn't really patrol. They didn't have the
26 capability to get out and influence the population.
27 They basically controlled where they sat and a 400
28 meter radius around them. The move to Wanat that
29 would've changed their mission set because it would've
30 had~-there were the ANPs there so they would've had
31 the police and indigenous capabilities. They had the
32 district center there but which would have been a
33 government influence and there was a small population
34 center there to try and influence.

35 LtGen Natonski: So that was more along the COIN operation,
36 Wanat?
[:;;:]37 CPT| () 3),(b)6) That was the intent there. Yes, sir.
38 LtGen Natonsgki: Okay.
39 MG Perkins: Following up on a couple of the questions here.
40 In reference to the 1-26 coming in--as you articulate
21
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that was one of the criteria--the desire to establish
Wanat prior to RIP/TOA with 1-26, among many other
criteria?

CPT

(b)(3),(b)(6) That was the intent, sir, yes.

MG Perkins: And then as you said it would be done in phases

and then he would start moving 1-26 soldiers out there
to do a RIP/TOA. The movement of 1-26 to 1-2 was that
going to be conditions based or timeline driven? In
other words would it be well we are not going to move
any 1-26 folks to Wanat until this happens or was the
flow just going to dictate it?

CPT

(b)(3),(b)(6) In a perfect world, you know, for a RIP/TOA would

pe conditions based but a lot of times TPFDDS and
movement assets drive the time line. As I said, the
movement times got FRAGO'd nearly on a daily basis
based on force flow. We had stability in our plan but
we never got to execute our plan.

MG Perkins: How many times would you say in a macro sense to

your knowledge whether it is quarterly or whatever-- I
understand that you were just there in kind of the
end--did the battalion establish and disestablish
either vehicle patrol bases or COPS? Was this a
routine thing or was this an anomaly?

CPT

(b)3).(b)(6)

It was conditions based, sir. I mean, we did shy

away if we couldn’t support a location from deception
while we were there. As I said previously, we
inherited from 1-32, we de-established Vehicle Patrol
Base California along the Pech River Valley and then
we also just de-established Vehicle Patrol Base Nergal
down in the valley adjacent to Chowkay because they
were untenable positions and we didn't have the combat
power to maintain those and still be able to have the
ability to maneuver in the battle space.

MG Perkins: Were the previous ones established by the

battalion?

CPT | (b)(3),(b)(6) |2 No, sir, those two were not established by us

they were established by our predecessors and then he
made the assessment once we were in theater that those
two locations—----

22

001700



Gold

10
11
12
13

[ s

15
16
17
18

19
20
21

22 .

23
24
25
26
27

s

29
30
31
32
33
34
35

36
37
38
39

MG Perkins: But anywhere else at the battalion established
previous COPS?

CPT| (b)@3).(b)(6) During our tenure there?

MG Perkins: Yes. Either the time you were in brigade or----

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) Yes, sir, we established COP Honaker-Miracle in

the Pech River Valley and then in the Rorengal Valley
they did the establishment of OP Restrepo and----

MG Perkins: Okay, so others had been established. Within that
process was there sort of a COP establishment SOP or
principles you go by or something that when we
establish a COP these are the things we make sure you
get done, these are sort of macro priorities of work,
do you know what I'm saying? Any sort of a template?

CPT| (b)(3).(h)(6) Not to my knowledge. I mean, anytime we

established a new location, you know, there was a
deliberate process, there was going to be assets
pushed against that be it ISR, engineering, Class IV,
etcetera, to support that.

MG Perkins: Following up on that with the resources, ISR,
indirect fire and QRF-- generally, either with Wanat
establishment or other operations we do--CONOPs-- did
you generally have a set amount of those resources
that were allocated to you? Were there some more
constant? In other words was a push to you at
Battalion or were most of the assets you went after--
specifically ISR-- a pull from you to the next higher
headquarters?

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) It felt like we were doing a pull because, I
mean, bottom line, Afghanistan at the time was a use
of force measure. The assets were not as free flowing
as we would like so everybody was fighting for the
same limited pool, sir. So it was definitely a pull
and you had to make your case very vehemently it
seemed like-- I mean, from my perspective. I
understand the limitations.

MG Perkins: I understand. So that was one of the things that
the battalion staff would go through in mission
analysis when you get a new requirement is you would
have to, so to speak, make the case or do an analysis

23

001701



WoNOD»MP

o

11

12
13

.

15
16
17
18

19
20

[z
22
23

24

s

26

BC

28

[ o

30
31

32
33
34
35

on what new resources would you need and then go to
higher headquarters for that.

CPT

(b)3).(b)(6) Yes, sir.

MG Parkins: You were talking about a series of platoon
outposts and things like that--what percentage of
platoons would you say at the time were consumed with
small outposts a majority of the time. T mean, like,
80%, 90%, in other words, how much of the battalion
was dispersed like that?

CPT | (®)3).(b)(®) I mean, approximately, there is not a one-size-
fits-all answer----

MG Perkins: I am trying to get--how many Wanats were there
out there? Do you know what I'm saying?

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) I mean, we had numerous positions that were
either, you know, section or platoon sized. I mean, at
least half the battalion was-- almost half of the
battalion's combat power was in--like I said, there

were—---

MG Perkins: So a Wanat sized operation was a typical size
operation. It was not----

CPT | (b)(3),(b)(6) Not for the establishment that for occupation-- a
platoon holding down a position with an attached ANA
element or ASG augmentation----

MG Perkins: That was a typical----

CPT That was a----

(b)(3).(b)(6)

MG Perkins: --—-Mission-—--

MG Perkins:

CPT | (b)@3).(b)(®) Yes, sir.

you know, however many platoons,
that was their battle space.

Yes, sir.
—--—-—for that size----

We would have a PL, Platoon Sergeant,
some ANA augmentation

MG Perxkins: Understanding this wasn't necessarily your
portfolio but just from cbviously engaged person on
the staff what was sort of the corporate view of the
Intel situation on Wanat as he went into it in your
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own words what did you all sort of expect that you
were walking into?

CPT| (b)(3).(b)(6) Before that, I mean there was the picture painted

of the massing near Bella, they knew we were going to
de-establish there so there was a threat area. The
Waygal Valley was not a friendly area, sir. Even
during negotiations previously, the TAC had been
ambushed there and basically every time we went up
that AO, there was going to be a kinetic act against
us so there was known enemy there. I don't think we--
I didn't anticipate-- it didn't come into my mind that
we would see the response we did. There is always
that most dangerous course of action but----

MG Perkins: Well, you were probably in the TOC that day--how

much--and this is sort of a judgment call on your
side, I am not trying to extrapolate--how much of a
surprise was it when you all first got that first call
in the TOC and what was going on?

CPT I mean, it was right at--right at EENT
essentially----

MG Perkins: Right, right.

CPT | (b)(3),(b)(6) —---1 worked, I mean myself and the 3-shop, the

plans guys--we worked you know, 8 to 2000, we worked
basically on Zulu clock so we were offset from that. I
just remember I was actually racked out at the time
when the first call came in and I just remember the
fire's desk NCO running into the hooches and grabbing
up the battle staff that was off-duty and getting the
extra bodies there. I mean, there was any surprise,
yes.

MG Perkins: It wasn't like "oh, we sort of saw this coming"

kind of thing or----we knew it was a possibility, I
guess you are saying?

CPT| (0)(3).(b)(6) Is in the realm of possible but again, it is most

dangerous, most likely, and at the time of the attack,
we detected movement and they were getting--they were
at stand to and they were getting ready to conduct a
coordinated TOE and indirect strike and just fracture
them up in a moments the enemy at the initiative.

MG Perkins: Okay, that is all, sir.
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(b)®3).(b)(6)

Going back to how the--being referred to the

a3 0,000

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(®) [

MGySgt P(©).0)6);
[ ow Major| (0)@®).()®)

COP, I know we kind of talked it a few times but
obviously the intention was to be a COP at some point,
a permanent installation, a permanent base of some
sort. Is that correct?

That is correct. Yes, sir.

Up until that point, did you all refer to it as
something else? What was the understanding that--TI

mean--the understanding that "presto, there is a cop"
or is there a certain point when it is something else?

I mean, it was Wanat, that's referred to--or COP
Kahler after they occupied the position ahd my
understanding and the intent was that was a permanent
U.S. position until such time, you know, on our terms,
we decided "hey, we don’t need it".

So I quess what you are trying to get at, sir,

is that that was everybody’s intent--
that was going to be a set up COP and then I guess you
took possession of that out there--Wanat--and started
setting that up. I mean, I know you are retrograding-
-pulling out of Bella and then you've got people out
there. Setting up Wanat, was that the intention of
the battalion----

CPT

(b)(3).(b)(6)

The intent was that Bella was an untenable

position and we were going to basically relocate the
forces, you know, the force structure, to a position
where it would be tenable by ground walk and have the
ability to influence the populace that was going to be
a permanent U.S. position. I can conjecture on
several things but, you know--

MGySgt |®)®).0)6)] T know you said you had your focus on your

CPT| (0)(3).(0)(6)

Ma3 [ ©@OO |

mission there----

Well, no--I mean--100 percent--99.5 percent
because I can’t speak for other people, but it was the
Commander's intent "This is a U.S. position"--this is
going to be a COP-- this is going to be, for lack of a
better word, a permanent facility.

I have nothing further.
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LTC

CPT

LTC

b)(3).(b)(6

The ground LOC was an important aspect of the reason
that we selected Wanat. Was there much discussion at
all about their risk along that ground LOC? I know
some of the other witnesses we talked to said that
there had been IEDs there and what I'm getting at is
that was the route for MEDEVAC in case air couldn't
fly or QRF--ground QRF-- was there any thought as to
"hey, yes, it's a ground LOC" but it is a-- there is a
fair amount of assumption of risk with regard to that-
-utilizing that ground LOC or was it something you
guys-—---

(0)3).(b)(6) |, I wouldn't have thought it to be undue risk

b)(3),(b)(6

because it was no less risk that we would assume if
any other movement in our AO would be moving to
contact. Yes we would prefer to have air because it
takes you off the ground but the G-LOC, the ability to
do it was the important piece. Yes, sir, there is an
inherent risk there, sir, but I didn't think--I wasn't
concerned it would be undue.

There wasn’t a lot of discussion about that--it was
just kind of cost of doing business.

CPT | (b)(3).(b)(6) = Correct, sir. We had the capability to do it. It

may take whatever force package to move that or it may
take a route clearance package executing it however
many times to maintain freedom of movement there but
that just shows there was cost of doing business in
that AOQ.

LTC(m@Mm@)With regard to the ISR--there was a lot of discussion

about how there is this limited amount, economy of
force, et cetera-- when you guys made your case and
got the thumbs down from higher with respect to the
ISR you thought you needed, plus it routine for the
commander or the three to say "okay, I got it,
however, these are the things I can't do. These are
the risks that I'm going to assume if I don't get what
I am asking for"?

CPT| (b)(3),(b)(6) They made their case to brigade and brigade

argued vehemently to higher echelons. For the initial
establishment we had the ISR assets. We had already
occupied there and once we started losing the support
so--we started to build up, we didn’t get force pro
established to the level we would have liked to but we
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had thought the most tenuous portion is your initial
occupation.

N

3 L'I'C: The last question is: Afghan National Army was

4 normally an enabler that You guys chalked to platoons,
5 etcetera. Do you have any--and this is just a

8 personal opinion--but you have any personal opinion

7 about the effectiveness of the ANA? Were they a value
8 added? Amongst your peers and your staff wasn't

9

0

understood "hey, these guys are not much value added

1 or hey they are" or was it just depends on----

5 11 CPT| (b)@3).(b)®) It depends. One of the problems we had with ANSF
12 1s we went through three different brigades while we
13 were there. We had one that was one of the oldest and
14 they were at the level where they were doing
15 battalion--not doing to our standards--but they were
16 starting to do the MDMP process, they were doing
17 planning, and then we rotated out and got some guys
18 who were fresh out, you know, green as can be. 1In
19 general, I would say my peers, well, my peers and
20 juniors didn’t think there was a great deal of value
21 added but they knew that the mission was developing
22 these guys and handing off the fight to them and
23 getting them to be able to stand on their feet and
24 making them into an enabler and eventually doing a
25 battle hand off.

26 LTC|(@3)(b)6)|0kay, that is all I have.

27  LtCol (h)©3).(b)6) Could you-- how many companies was the battalion

28 controlling?

| .. |29 cPr[®®®® | wWe had our organic task org. We had three rifle
30 companies, one weapons Company, Headquarters and
31 Headquarters Company, the forward support companies,
32 and then there were numerous attachments, individual
33 augmentees, et cetera-- so really there were six
34 companies that the Battalion was C2'ing and then there
35 were a lot of other attachments.

[ 13 Ltcol (0)(3).(b)(6) So when you were planning the retrograde, you
37 were planning for all of those units?

[::;:]38 CPT| (b)(3).(b)(6) For the six companies that were organic and then
39 I had to coordinate with the parent units of the other
40 organizations that were being retrograde-- our other
41 battalions into the brigade
28
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30
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32
33

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

LtCol|(0)(@3).(b)6) Were any of your companies ever assigned to

another battaljion?

CPT| (b)(3).(b)(®) Not for any length of time. There were several

times when we sent companies out of sector to support
mostly 1-91 Cav to our east-- helping do downed air
craft recovery or personnel recovery missions but not
any time--I take that back. The last one we did was
probably I think it was mid or late June during one of
our battalion CONOPs. We actually did a CANK and air
assault because we had the company that was going to
be the assault force have to get re-tasked as a downed
aircraft recovery. But we didn’t have companies that
got cut to another battalion or brigade for any length
of time, no, sir.

LtGen Natonski: The decision to pull out of Wanat, was that

made at the battalion or-- you recall the fight and
then a couple of days later they withdrew from that
position rather than retain that position. Do you know
what-=---

CPT | (0)(3).(b)(6) I don't know where the original call on that was.

I know that the call was made that a position is
untenable or that we are not going to maintain it and
basically we withdrew from their end than the intent--
as I understood it at the time for CJTF-- their
guidance was basically put a stopper in the Waygal
Valley and build a large OP--or build up OP Avalanche
at Camp Blessing because they had observation down the
Waygal Valley.

LtGen Natonski: But you don't know who made the decision to

withdraw? Was it made at the battalion level?

CPT| (b)(3),(b)(6) I don't believe it was made at the battalion

level. I don't know what echelon it was but I do not
believe it was made at the battalion level.

LtGen Natonski: Okay. I'm going to direct and give you an
order here. Captain|(®)@3)b)6), you are ordered not to

discuss the testimony you provided today with anyone
other than members of the investigation team. You will
not allow any witness in this investigation to talk to
you about the testimony he has given or which he
intends to give. If anyone should try to influence
your testimony or attempt to discuss her testimony you
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Beta

are instructed to notify Lieutenant Colonel|(®)@3).(b)®6)
Lieutenant Colonel|p)@3) (b)6) Do you understand?
Sigma
CPT, (0)(3).(b)(6) Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: I want to thank you for your service and

or

thank you for your service to both the country and to
the United States Army and as you get ready to go back

we want to wish you good luck.

CPT | (b)3),(b)®6) Thank you, sir.

[The testimony closed at 1011, 13 October 2009.]
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