1 [The testimony opened at 1821, 29 October 2009.]

2 LtCGen Natonsgki: First Sergeant (b)3), b)6), I am Lieutenant General
3 Richard Natonski, United States Marine Corps. I have
4 been appointed by the Commander of the U.S. Central

5 Command to conduct an investigation into the facts and
6 circumstances surrounding the combat action at Wanat,
7 Afghanistan during July 2008. Major General David

8 Perkins, United States Army, has been assigned as the
9 Deputy investigating officer. Lieutenant Colonel

10 Beta|[ @) bi6) ] and Lieutenant Colonel [ ()@ (b)6) | are [Sigma|
11 the judge advocates assigned to this investigation

12 team.

13 The testimony you provide today will be recorded,

14 transcribed, and included in our report of the

15 investigation. Based on your testimony, we may also

16 prepare a separate written statement for your review

17 and signature.

18 Prior to coming on the record today, you signed a

19 Privacy Act; is that correct?

[Victor] 20 18@ [0y, biek Yes, sir.

21 LtGen Natonski: Your testimony will be made under oath. You
22 will now be sworn.

23 [The witness was sworn.]
24 LtCol (p)3), (b)d Please state your full name, spelling your last.
25 186G [p)3), 0)6): Full name is | (b)(3). (b)(6) 1 [Victor]

26 ©LtCol b)3. ()@ And are you currently a First Sergeant in the
uU.

27 S. Army?
Victor|28 186G [b)3). (b6} I am at a basic training unit at Fort Jackson.
29 LtCol (b)3), (b)(6}) South Carolina?
Victor]30  18G [b)3). 0)e):  Yes, sir.
[Beta] 3t LtColf. @  In July 2008, what was your unit and that unit's
32 location?
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1SG (b)), (b)®6)2 July 2008 that was Afghanistan and cannot
remember exactly--Wanat was--my unit was there but I
wag back in Blessing--Camp Blessing.

LtCol )@3), (b)6} The Chosen Company as their First Sergeant?
138G |1)@3), (b)6): Yes, sir.

LEtCol )3), (b)6l Before coming on the record today, did you have
an opportunity to review two previous sworn statements
that you had made, one on 22 July 2008 and one on 13
July 2008 as well as an interview transcript between
you and Major Dave Hanson, lé-pages long?

18G (b)3), (b)6):2 Yes, sir.
LtCol (pb)3), (b)6) Anything you would like to change about those?

18@ |b)a3), (b)6)e No, sir.

LtCol (b)3), (b)6) Do you adopt those as part of your testimony
' today?

18G |b)3), (b)(6}* Yes, sir.

LtCol ()3), ()@} Thank you. In July of 2008, First Sergeant, how
long had you been with Chosen?

18G (b)@3), (b)®6)e Almost 2 years, sir.
LtCol (b)3), (b)(6} As of last July?
18G |b)(3), (b)(6)2 No, no, no, that was--I had been with them for

probably 9--but we were there for--almost a year and
half because I came to them December--yeah, it was two
years, December of 06 I came to Chosen Company as a
frocked First Sergeant.

LtCol () 3), (b)6} And you took them through the workup and all?

18G |(b)(3), (b)B)fs Yes, sir, I took them through everything and then
went there together, redeployed back together.

LtCol (b)3), (b)Ex I would like to focus, if we could, on the
planning for Operation Rock-Move. Are you familiar
with Operation Rock-Move?

18G |1)3), (b)©6): If I was, I can‘t remember.
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LtCol )3), b)s

18G |(b)3), (b)6)s Oh, yeah, yes, sir.
was called but yes.

LECol ) (3), (b)(6r Did you participate in the planning for that
movement ?

18G [bys), m)e]:  Absolutely. Anything that Captain foys) o) did, 1[Oscar]
had a hand in. We did it--he asked me my opinion on a
lot of stuff and gave him insight on a bunch of
things.

LtCol p)3), (b)6E And as a First Sergeant, what are your
respongibilities with the company?

18G ((b)3), (b)6) Basically manning, admin, and just morale and
welfare of the troops is basically my job. And other
than that, it is just the experience for Captaiq$@xwaOscad

When--leaving Bella and moving to Wanat?

I could not remember what it

or whoever comes in as the commander. Just being--
seeing different things from different commanders and
that kind of thing, just helping him out.

LtCol (bh)3), (b)@r Did you work the logistics as a First Sergeant or
did the X0 handle that?

18G |(b)3), (b)6)s He asked my opinion on certain things of what
Soldiers needed but overall the XO was primarily all
over logistics.

LtCol (b)3), (b)@6} I would like to show you a copy of the CONOP for
Operation Rock Move, I don’t know, have you seen that
before?

18G |b)3), (b)(6)e

LEtCol (b)3), (b)) Did you have a chance--ag the company was in the
planning process, did you get a chance to give input
toward that?

1sG These things--this is--not really, sir. No, he
would show it to me--who did this? Was this Captain
thE). @b)or did this come from battalion?

LtCol ()3), (b)(6}

1SG |(p)3), (b)(6) Yeah, so, not really, I would go in and I would
state my opinion on certain things when we did the Op

gir.

Yes,

That is a battalion product.
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1 Orders or whatever, but as far as having input and
changes and stuff, no, not really.

[\ ]

Beta LtCol (p)(3), (b)6) In early July 2008, what were you focused on as

3
4 far as, I know the company is getting ready to RIP--
5 did you have any duties related to the RIP?

[Victor]6  18e No, just making sure that everybody was getting
7 all of the certain things packed down, moving
8 barracks, cleaning up one side of the barracks because
9 the beginning of July we had, you know, less than a
10 month left. So, more focused on getting stuff--getting
11 stuff out, separating--at that time, we had an idea
12 that we were going, so we moved--I had to switch and
13 rotate people going out from--that were coming back
14 from Bella and people going to Wanat, so, it is
15 command and control basically.

16  LtCol (p)@3), (b)6E You received the platoon out of Bella and push
17 the other one out?

18 18G (b)), (b)6)ft Yes, sir.
19  LtCol (b)@3), (b)e) Did you talk to Sergeant [,)@3) ()6} before the platoon

20 pushed up to Wanat?
21 18G |(b)(3), (b)(6) Absolutely.
22  LtCol (h)3), (b)d§ Do you recall what you discussed?

ii 18G |b)@3), (b)(6)s Yes, he really did not have--all of him and his

platoon were scared to go up--I would not say scared,

25 but they knew something was going to happen.

26 LtCol (3. (e Why is that?

27 186 [0)3), b)6): I don’'t know; just because of what happened at
28 Wanat, these guys were ramped up for Wanat--I mean
29 Bella. They were--they hit us a couple times pretty
30 good which they really never done before and then we
31 had a big aircraft incident, an Apache blowing up a
32 truck full of guys. And that pissed them all off and
33 they were already staged and ready to hit Bella, in my
34 opinion. And when we moved out, they did not have a
35 clue we were going because no one talked about that
36 one like we normally we talk about it. And then we
37 moved, it was within 5 days and Bella was done and
38 everything they thought we needed to get out, we left

4
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and burned. And so, when we went down there, all they
did was take their--however many people that they had
and walk just 5 clicks down the road to Wanat and
planned and staged an attack there because they knew
that we were going there and the morale.

LEtCol(b)@3), (b)6)s Now before the--when you were talking to Sergeant
(b)3). (b)d) did he express concerns to you himself?

18G b)(3), (b)(6)* Absolutely.
LtCol (b)3), (b)(6) And what were those concerns?

18G |b)(3). (b)(6)|2 His concerns were that it was too close to going
home and those were my concerns as well. And I went
Lo and talked to battalion and I told them that we
will do what we got to do, I mean, what you tell us to
do, we will do it but I am not real comfortable about
going when it is the end of tour for these Soldiers
and in 14-days they are supposed to be home with their
families and we are going to start up a new base--
Wanat has never--Wanat was never a dangerous area for
us, we never got--I think we had one ambush--one
ambush where they tried to do some stuff and one
person got hurt. Other than in the town of Wanat ,
there was never really anything for us, nothing big.
So there was really no threat other than people
worried about the guys coming down from Bella to do
gomething.

LtCol pb)3), (b)dr And were you certainly that there were forces up
around Bella?

18G |b)(3), (b)(6) Yes, sir.
LtCol h)3). (b)ef And that was based on?
18G |(b)3), (b)6)s Just things that happened, we seen people, we got

pot-shoteg, we’d take mortar rounds, 2-3 days before we
left, we had a Staff Sergeant get evac’d out from the
OP. They had a damn fine shot on the OP in there and
got him in the abdomen. One of FOs, I think he is
still in the hospital; they messed up his stomach and
stuff. So, we knew there were people up there and it
was just gradually getting worse.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)) And you say that you spoke to Battalion? Who at
battalion?
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Victor| 1 18@ [(b)@3), b)6)): I don’t remember who I spoke too, I think that I
2 pretty much told everybody--I am a very outspoken,
3 generally speak my mind whenever I feel like I have
4 something to say. I went to Sergeant Major Kunick who
5 was the Operations Sergeant Major a lot or Masor
6 the S3, those two becau;e they always ajsat in
7 the same room and r always went in there if I had
8 bitches or complaints about what we were doing. I hit
9 them up pretty hard and they knew that I am outspoken
10 and they understood when I had issues and if they
11 thought it was significant enough, they would talk to
12 someone else and so, I told them, I don‘t think we
13 should move. I talked to Captaings) b)p)a million
14 times, I don’t think we should take off, I don‘t think
15 we should go out to Wanat, I think that we should let
16 this next unit to decide what they want to do when
17 they get here and we should focus on what we have
18 right now. And then let them decide what they want to
19 do.

20 LtCol)c What was Captainresponse when you brought
21 that up to him?

22 188 |b)3), (b)6): Umm, he said--to me he says that he agrees but he
23 can also see Colonel point on it in trying
24 to set something up for the next unit so they don’t
25 have to and no one expected a firefight of that
26 magnitude to happen, so if they ever thought that
27 something like would happened, I am pretty sure that
28 we would not have gone anyway. But he disagreed but
29 he did his job like he was told to do. I got it, we
30 are going to move in.

31 LtCol (b)3), (b)@E: When that Captain went up to Bella----

32 18G [b)3), (b)6): Yes, sir.
33  LtCol (h)3), (b)@r Did you stay back at Blessing?
34 186G [0)3). b)6): Yes, sir. Basically, we had--every day we had 5,

35 7, 10 people going every day, so they needed somebody
36 to move it and that was pretty much my job during that
37 time. So, I stayed back there and made sure that
38 everybody was going where they were supposed to go and
39 not too many people went and we had a little matrix
40 that I made up of when the Soldiers were leaving and -
41 -—-

6
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LtCol (b)3), (b)®) For the RIP?

18G |(b)3), (b)(6)2 Yes, sir, for leaving out.
LtCol (b)(3), (b)Er Because the new Soldiers were already showing up.

18G [p)3), b)6): Yes, sir. And I had the barracks space was a big
issue because a lot of people coming in and a lot
people going out, so I had to move some Soldiers to
let the new guys come in and so they definitely needed
me back there more than at Wanat with a platoon size
element and the CO and the PL and the Platoon Sergeant
out there. I am not sure that I could have done too
much other than the fire fight. So, if I knew that we
were going to get into a fire fight, I would have been
out there from day 1.

LtCol (h)3), (b)E When 2d Platoon went forward on the evening of
the 8th, any time after that did you learn that they
were short on any supplies? Or water?

18G (b)), (b)®6): Never critical, they were next to a river, sir,
so as far as water, I knew they were short on water
one time, as far as food, never short on food, I don’'t
know where that came from but I have never heard that
they were short on food, MREs.

LECol h)3), (b)EE How about supplies to establish----

138G (b)@3), (b)(6)2 Absolutely, they were from day 1, they did not
have the proper stuff, they had--they contracted with

an outside contractor to come in with a big backhoe, I
can’t remember why, but he did not show up. So the
Army sent a baby backhoe but it could not reach up to
the 7-foot HESCO baskets; it was a freaking nightmare.
Yes, sir.

LtCeol (b)3). (b)(Ek How about the supplies themselves that they were
supposed to get up to Wanat?

18G |(b)3), (b)6)* What kind of supplies?

LtCol (b)3), (b)6) To actually build, not the construction
equipment, but the HESCOg or wire?

18@ |b)3), (b)(6)s They had all of that, sir. There was wire around

everything. The main thing is--my personal opinion is
what I said from the get-go is someone needs to go up
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there and they need to put in all of the HESCOS. oOnce

the HESCOs are in, that gives You something to hide

behind besgides a HUMVEE which is g bullet magnet. And

we did not have any of that, there were no HESCOs

filled, no ability to do SO0. They had the workers out

there trying to fill them, you know, a 7-foot HESCO
bgsket takes about 8 hours for 10 people to try to

they did fill up some around the mortar pit that is
Pretty much all we had. BRut all of the other
supplies, concertina, sandbags, they were good on
those and we--there were probably three or four times
when birds came in and gave them new supplies.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)@k The XO was working that?
18G b)(3), (b)(6)2 Yes, sir.

LtCol f)3), by  And you were sitting in with the X0, same office
gpace?

1SG |1)@3), (b)6)s Absolutely. And I knew--pretty much everything
that was going on.

LtCol ()3), (b)E Did you ever hear a report coming back that 24
Platoon was black on water?

1s8G No, sir. And they could not have been black on
water because in dire--in things like that they have a
river right next to them. You know what I am saying?
And they all had iodine tablets. So whether they did
not want to drink it, so it could not have been black

on water.

LtCol (p)@3), (b)@k The iodine tablets; how do your Soldiers--do you
issue those out as packet?

18G : Yes, sir. They all have one bottle. Which if
you have a bottle, it is probably good for three days
of water. I think you put, I think, three per
canteen. They were good to go, but I never heard
black on water and if I ever heard black on water--1I
can’t remember, there is a lot things that I can’t
remember about then--I don‘t remember black on water
or black on--I know that they were low, you know what
I am saying, but not--nowhere near out. I remember
one day that they had to slow down their work because
they were hurting on water and then I believe that I

8

- So, when
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got on the net and told them that there is a river
right there. And so--but at the same time still

working getting air out there to get them that water,
s0.

LtCol(h)3). ®)§e  Would you ever personally go to the battalion 3
or 4 shop to try to work----

ISG: Absolutely--all of the time, anytime there was a
major issue with anybody taking care of the boys, I
went to the battalion and talked to Major [b)3). b)ye) or |Red|

Sergeant about logistics and things going
wrong. And I believe--I have a really bad memory but
I am pretty sure that there quite a few times while
they were at Wanat when I went to Battalion because
they were short on something or you know, they did not
have pickets or something like that. I am pretty sure
that I went up there. I never sat idly by for
anything.

LtCol (b)(3), (b)®6 On the day of the battle, you were down at
Blessing and did you go to the TOC? How did you learn
that the contact was under way?

1s8G : We listened--we had our own CPR--RCP that was
right next--my hooch was right next door and they come
over and they told me that we had Soldiers hurt--I
think it was 4--4:20 in the morning. So, I came over
and talked on the radio and got on the radio with

Captaing)@) h)f)and he is like, “Yeah, so far, I think

that we got 3 dead--3 KIA” and as soon as he said that

on the radio, I told Sergeant that we are

going on QRF so be ready to roll in 20 minutes.

LtCol b)3), @d  Who is Sergeant [ (b)@), (b)6) |?

18G [1)(3), (b)(6)s That is my--one of my platoon sergeants. He was
the first platoon Platoon Sergeant, the platoon that
was back there and he had a hodge-podge mix of
Soldiers going down there anyways because some of his
guys were already gone.

LtCol (bh)3), (b)Er So, he had to grab new Soldiers that just
arrived?

186 [(0)3). (b)6)s No, oh, hell, no, sir. He used ours, but some
from different squads. You know what I am saying to
make it a 20 - 25 man QRF.
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LtGen Natonski: Was that Lieutenant| (b)3). (b)6) | platoon?
18G |n)3), (b)(6) Yes, sir. And we just--I told him to be ready to

move out in 25 minutes and then I went down to the
battalion TOC and said, "Hey, I am going in, I am
going with the QRF” and they were like, Okay, and then
the rest of the battalion helped my guys to get ready
to move out.

LtCol (b)3), (b)@}r Did you move out in about 25 minutes?

18€ [b)3), (b)6) 2 It was probably more like 35. I had--they were
straightening out--I can’t remember what they were
doing in battalion, but I know that I was waiting at
battalion for a minute for the thumbs up, so, it was
pretty quick for a QRF, it was pretty quick.

LtCol (h)3), (b)Ey Had you been to Wanat before during your tour?

188 [(b)3). (b)(6): Oh, about 20 times. Yes, sir.

LtCol (b)3), (b)E} Did you know where the emplacement was?
18G [b)(3). (b)(6]): Which emplacement?

LtCol (b)3), (b)(E} The COP?

18G [b)3). (b)6)s Yes, sir, I knew where everything was; I walked
the area with them before. Me and the CO walked up
there together and talked about where everything was
going to go and how we were going to work everything.

LtCol b)@3), (b)Ex When you first did that, what did you think of
the land?

18G [p)3). (b)6): That everywhere we go and every FOB that we ever
built, I feel that it is a death trap, everywhere.
That goes for Ranch House, that goes for Bella, and
that goes for Wanat. There is high ground on all
sides and there is really nothing that you can do
about it. But that place, with the water right next
to it--I don’t know, nowhere in Afghanistan--no FOB
that I have seen is sound because it is hard to do it,
there are too many--you can’t put the FOB on the top
of the biggest mountain, it is hard to do. I didn’t
like it, I didn’t like it, it was in between--it right
there in the city. I did not have a big issue with
Wanat or putting a FOB in there because the people

10
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were very friendly, we never had an issue. We never
had an issue with them until you know just before the
fire fight. You know, a week or two, you know the CO
tried to have a Shura and nobody showed up and just
some key things that maybe we did not take seriously
enough as far as those guys going--everywhere we go or
whatever we do, they had--there was always Intel
saying that these guys are going to attack you,
everywhere you go, you know what T am saying. It is
how much--how serious You want to take these
accusations because we had probably 200 of those
saying that we are going to attack you and then 1%
happens. So we knew that they were going to attack,
we had a bunch of Intel saying that they were going to
attack, but we figured it would be more like a
harassment, just like they normally do, those three
dudes on a mountain, they shoot a couple rounds, and
then they get out. It did not work out like that.

LtCol (b)), (b)) When you arrive up at Wanat on the 13th, can you

describe what took place?

18@ |(b)(3), (b)(6): When I got to Wanat, it was a pretty eerie

feeling because it was just a lot of bullet holes, a
lot of smoke, and I went straight through, I had the
QRF drive their vehicles all of the way through the
town. I did not know what was going on, there was
still enemy over there, I told them to go forward and
I think that was what screwed them up--the enemy up a
little bit because we split their element in half
because they still had people in the Mosque and still
had people in the bizarre on the right. So, I told
them to go forward, secure the perimeter and then
clear through the buildings and then I went to go see
the CO and I said, Hey, where do you need me? And he
said that we had KIAs up on the OPs is where you need
to go.

LeCol (h)3), (b)E} Were the CASEVACs coming in at that point?

1SG |(h)3), (b)(6) Yes, sir. They had just--right when I pulled up,

the bird who was taking the last casualty--well, the
last casualty for that at that time, out. So, then I
pulled up and went up to the OP. It was some pretty
nasty shit, sir. All of boys lying around, all
crumpled up, bloody as hell, it was pretty bad. I
think that they had five Soldiers up there when I got
there. So, but there was no firing, there way maybe a

11
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pot shot here and there. I thought it was over, I
thought it was done. And I saw--and I lined up all of
the KIAs, had my boys line up the KIAs and start
securing their equipment and just for the boys who
were still alive to have all of that blood running, it
was pretty nasty. So, I had them start bagging that
up and pushing it to the side and line up all of the
KIAs on the ground and I can’t really remember a lot
right after that, but we--it was the worst fire fight-
-I have probably been in about 30 little bull shit
fights and you can wrap them all up and they would
have no--it was pretty crazy, right--I think we got
three KIAs out and then I can’t even believe that bird
even made it off of the ground, there was just so--so
many RPGs and so much small arms fire and I low
crawled, high crawled back to the OP and just--really,
the only thing that you could do is just stay in one
spot. You know what I am saying. I was leaning
against a rock and they had rounds all around me, I
don’t think that they could see me, but they could
see--they knew that I was there and they were hitting-
-the rounds were hitting--and the same way with every
other position. You know, I had guys, when I told
them to fire, the only thing that they could do
without getting shot was hold their weapon up and then
fire down the terrace that they were covering.

LtGen Natonski: Was that at Top Side?
18G [1)3), (b)6)2 Well, Top Side--I was--yeah--I was--Top Side was

up here and I was right here in the middle spot and
then I had some Soldiers over here. Yes, sir. And
yeah, that probably lasted for 40 or 45 minutes, it
felt like 3 days. All I know is I remember saying, I
am a fucking First Sergeant, what the hell am I doing
on an OP? So, this lasted for about 45 minutes and
they had us all pinned down, there was nothing,
Sergeant Stockard was yelling for Ammo and I was the
closest one that could get the people who were
bringing up the ammo in like a little safe zone that
we had. So, I told him, hey, you are going to have to
wait, brother, I cannot move. I can‘t do shit. So,
when they start bringing it up, then I could low crawl
down once it died down a little bit and then I was
giving grenades and throwing them to the guys on the
perimeter and then they were just popping them,
holding them for a couple seconds and then letting

12
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them go down the hill. But--and then probably--
probably--probably 10 minutes after everything died
down, then an RPG hit right above my head and I am not
sure, everybody says that I was knocked out, I am not
really sure, I just--you know, it forced me to ground,

I got shrapnel in my knee and my neck and you know,
woke back up.

LtCol (b)3), (b)@x Were you CASEVACed out?

18G (b)(3), (b)6): Me? Oh, hell, no, sir. No way, I was pretty
jacked up, but I wasn’t going anywhere. I stayed for
the next 2 days getting everybody else out.

LtCol Did you participate in any discussions about
whether to stay at Wanat or to leave Wanat?

1SG |(b)(3), (b)(6)s Absolutely.

LtCol (b)3), (b)Er And wh id you have those discussions with?
Gray [Oscar

186 |(b)3), (b)(6)[s Major (bE). (b)6) came out--me and Captaing)a), pfafter

the first day and after the big fire fight was over,
me and Captaing)s), b)fwere pretty screwed up emotionally
and physically and all of the above. So they brought
Major ©)3). )6 to help out and he brought a crew of
people to kind of to run the shit and we just kind of
sat back and thought about what just happened. So,
what was your question?

LtCol p)(3), (b)6) Did you discuss about whether you should stay at
Wanat or----

18G (b)3), (b)(6)2 Oh, and that is who I was talking to was Major
<m about that, you know, he had asked my--he asked

my opinion and the CO’s opinion. We were supposed to
fly out with the guys who were coming in to Wanat.
Why would you do that to a unit? And that was my main
thought process. We just got decimated in that spot
and you are going to bring a brand new unit in and
they had never saw nothing, had never been part of
anything like this and you are going to bring them in
after a pretty squared away platoon gets annihilated.
So, I say, hell no. I was talking with him, but that
is what I said before. I told--I complained a lot,
gir. Like I said, I am not a guite dude and told them
before I ever left, I think this is a bad idea and,
you know what I am saying, I voiced my opinion. And
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really, everybody was like, “I got you, I understand

what you are saying, but this is coming from higher.”
Okay, I gotcha, let’s do this, they were saying. How
many times as an infantryman are you told to do

something that you really don’t want to do and you got
to do it? So we did it.

U AEWwN R
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LtCol (b)(3), (b)6} When the word did come down to withdraw, what
8 were your thoughts?

9 18 |b)3), (b)6)s Ch, after that fire fight, sir. Holy Shit, sir,
10 I probably started crying, I don’t know. I was pretty
11 fucked up.

12 LtCol h)3) ()@ Like it was a good thing to be leaving?

13 186G |b)B). b)e): Yes, sir.

14 LtCol (h)3) (b)ds It was the right decision?

15 186 (b)3). (b)6)s Oh, yeah, I still had the same Soldiers out there
16 that were there at the initial fight, the only people
17 who got a break were the ones that were hurt. You
18 know what I am saying, they got hurt and they got out.
19 The rest of the guys stayed there and did, you know,
20 secure the perimeter for the night missions and it was
21 just miserable, I wanted my boys out. They could
22 bring anybody else they wanted in. I just wanted my
23 boys gone. That was very very traumatizing; so, vyes,
24 hell yes, I was happy. I didn’t, you know, as a First
25 Sergeant, want all my guys hanging around, I did not
26 want to say, Oh, fuck yeah, we are out of here, you
27 know what I am saying. But I never did that, I held--
28 it was inside. I was like, that'’s good, let'’s go.
29 But we stayed, I mean, we stayed for three days and
30 then they decided and that was way above us, Colonel
31 |DeHa|“mpL@qu I think, made the decision and finally said,
32 hell with it.

Beta| 33 LtCol (b)@3), (b)§ what about your Soldiers, what did they think
34 about leaving?

35 118G [0)3). (b)6]: Oh, they wanted to go, they never wanted to come

36 there in the first place, sir. I am a people person
37 and I am all about my Soldiers. I would go down to

38 their barracks and spend, you know, 15-20 minutes just
39 bullshitting with Soldiers all of the time. You know
40 what I am saying. I know what they were feeling; I
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1 know what they had in their heart. I had one Soldier
2 that told his Dad that he probably will not be coming
3 back, you know what I am saying. You know how messed
4 up that makes you feel as a First Sergeant for

5 Soldiers to tell someone else and hey, I am putting

6 them in there. So, that is pretty jacked up and these
7 guys were telling--this is something that I found out
8 later, not then, but they were telling me that they

9 had an uneasy feeling and Sergeant ()3) (b)6) came up to me
10 and he was--he had an uneasy feeling and I said, hey
11 man, we got to--let’s do this, man, let’s go home.

12 Let’'s get in there, let’s do this, and let’s go home;
13 let’s get out of here, you know what I am saying. If
14 I had any inkling that a fight of that magnitude would
15 happened then I would had fought it a lot harder than
16 I fought dt.

17 LtGen Natonski: Did you have any Soldiers who said, we

18 shouldn’t abandon this place after the sacrifices we
19 made to own this?

20  18G [b)3), (b)6): They had their opinions. I think that most--yes,
21 sir, I think they--yes. Just for the shit that they
22 just went through was more--was weighing more on them
23 than the fact of what they should do that was right,
24 like staying there. I think they it’s a traumatizing
25 event, everybody just wanted to go and decompress
26 because those--I mean, they were all messed up, you
27 should have seen my boys after the fire fight, their
28 faces were all dirty, every single one of them had
29 blood on them either theirs or somebody else’s. There
30 is some crazy shit and that is the stuff you see out
31 of Vietnam movies and that was amazing and I remember
32 going off by myself as soon as the fire fight was done
33 and just sitting down and saying, “Holy Shit, I cannot
34 believe that that just happened.” And let alone, and I
35 am a senior dude, let alone what they were feeling,

36 you know what I am saying. They were like--Soldiers
37 crying off by themselves and what really messed me up
38 when I first got there is that I came up to the OP and
39 I had a team leader come up to me and he was crying

40 saying that the birds destroyed our guys at the OP and
41 it just tore him up. You know what I am saying and

42 really, I mean, really crying and I said, man, we will
43 get to the bottom of that and I guarantee the birds

44 did not do that, Just relax, I said, look around you,
45 you have privates looking at you crying up a fucking
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storm and I said, act like a man and we will get to
this later. You know what I am saying, he was like,
Rogexr, I got it and then come to find out, it wasn’t--
had nothing to do with the birds, it was RBGs at the
same time the birds were coming, RPGs. When we were
in the OP, I could not get the CO to give them--to get
the Apaches in close enough. I--I--had--I was pretty
freaked out. I told him, send it on me, put it where
I am, there were people all around every direction you
looked, there was no way out and that is what

OWEONOTUHE WN =

=

11 everybody on that OP was thinking; we are going to die
12 here today. You know what I am saying and that is an
13 unbelievably shitty feeling, especially to be part of
14 the strongest Army in the world.

15 So, I told the CO, I said, I don’‘t give a shit

16 what you do and I talked to him on the radio, I said,
17 the birds--there is a draw right to my North, you have
18 to get into the draw and then he put it in the draw

19 and the birds, I guess stayed on the trigger too long
20 and they went straight through the middle of the OP

21 right in front of me and three other Soldiers. It was
22 awesome. I had no issues because they took out the

23 people who were climbing the hill. I had no issues.
24 It was just a nasty nasty day and if I could have

25 called them, all around me and on my position all day
26 long, I would have done it. You know a sacrifice a

27 Soldier for all of us not dying. That was pretty

28 fucked up.

29 LtGen Natonski: Did they actually get into the position at
30 the OP Top Side?

Victor|31  18@G [(b)3), (b)6)s They were all over it, sir, yes, sir. Are you
32 talking about the enemy?

33 LtGen Natcnski: Yes.

3:1 18G (b)3), (b)(6): Yes, sir. Before I got there, there was one
35 dude--there was one dude remaining at the OP, Sergeant
36 |Cyan|&xmxmwbwas an FO.

37 LtGen Natonski: No, I am talking about enemy inside,

38 186G [b)3), (b)e): Yes, sir. Sergeant (h)@).(b)d) was the last guy and he
39 said he got--he got on the radio because he realized
40 that no one else was talking over there and he said,
41 hey, I just want you guys know that I am all alone and
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I could hear him, they are all around me and they are
coming in. So, I don't know if he was--they were
inside--they had to be inside sometime. And I am
pretty sure that it was the second burst of bullets
because Zwilling started out on the terrace where they
sleep and ended up four terraces down in the weeds
crumpled in the corner and initially I gave a report
of everybody was good and all casualties are out and I
was like, oh, wait a second, how many casualties did
we get out. We did a count and I was missing
somebody. So, I went back down those terraces and
there he was. Somebody tried to drag him away. I
don’t know when and I don’t how, but somebody wanted
him to take with them, so. And that was pretty jacked
up. And I never realized that, I just don’t know how
those people get in--if I had to guess, I would say we
probably killed, on the OP probably 60 dudes but they
were all gone, there was nobody left, there were only
2 dudes left, 1 that got trapped in the wire and could
not get out and died right there and the other dude
was an Arab in the bottom of the ditch. That ig it,
everybody else was gone.

LtGen Natonski: Bottom of the ditch inside the 0Op?

1s8G : No, right down on the--right to the north of the

OP in the ditch, that was freaking amazing, if they
have 100 people attacking, I guarantee that these guys
got like 50--50 people that do nothing but carry
bodies. That was amazing--amazing and I never saw
them. The only dudes that I saw were the pecple that
they could not get to, they were either too close or
stuck in the wire, everybody else was gone, took them
out.

LtGen Natonski: I want to ask you about the performance of

the small arms and for the SAW. Based on your
observations of Wanat, but also in your previous
engagements, what is the caliber of the weapons that
we issue our troops?

185G |b)(3), (b)(6)2 The 5.567?

LtGen Natonski: How good are they?
1sG wxaxww% I had no issues, and that is what - -something that

Garnet

Mr. b)3), (b)6) | asked me. And there was no issues and

the reason those weapons quit is because they went
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through a basic load plus Somebody else’s basic load
and the M4s just stopped firing. There is no rhyme or
reason, they just Stopped. I had Soldiers Picking it
up, shooting until the rifle would not fire any more.
And there was no § step cyclic function, there was
nothing, it wasn’t doing anything wrong, it just would
not do anything else. vYou understand what I am

WNOOUTE WN R

saying?

9 LtGen Natonski: What were some of the battle damage?

10 186 [b)3). B)6): No, no, sir. It was--I don‘t know, it was just
11 tired. There were--and those SAWs fired so much that
12 the barrels drooped, so the rounds would not go
13 through them anymore, there were--some SAWs got blown
14 up, but as far as the M4s, they were just so many
15 rounds go through that in such a short period of time
16 that it did something to the inside of the M4. But
17 there were so many people dead that it did not matter
18 because we grabbed somebody else’s.
19 LtGen Natonski: The force that went up to Wanat, it was 2d
20 Platoon and it was re-enforced with a TOW and a mortar
21 section.

22 186G [0)3). o)6l: Yes, sir.
23 LtGen Natonski: And they took a squad of engineers.

[Victor] 24 186 [Er o0l Yes, sir.
25 LtGen Natonski: And they were tasked with establishing the
26 COP at the same time they were having to dig in at the
27 same time as providing force protection in 100 plus
28 degrees.

29 186G [n)3), (b)6): Yes, sir.
30 LtGen Natonski: There been any discussions about Bella
31 coming out, giving them some addition forces to
32 provide force protection why others built the
33 positions--the fighting positions?

34 186G [p)3), b)6]: I don’t think so, sir. I don’t think so. There
35 were just so many things wrong with how we did it.
36 They should have never--they should have kept Bella.
37 They should not have even messed with Wanat and they
38 tried to do it all at the end of a--but no, to answer
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your question, there were just so many things that
they should not----

LtGen Natonski: Bella was air supply only re-gupplyable; it
did not have a ground route. And it was being, I
guess the value of that position was pretty much
negated, they were--they had it bracketed whenever
they wanted it----

18G = Yes, sgir.

LtGen Natonski: There was no real population to engage and
so the value of Bella was suspected, so say the least.
That was----

1SG |(b)@3), (b)(6): It should have never been there.

LtGen Natonski: You are saying that they should have never
been there in the first place?

18G |(b)@3), (b)(6)fs Should have never been there.

LtGen Natonski: I thought you were saying that they should
have stayed in Bella.

1SG (b)3), (b)(6): Yeah, instead of building a new FOB 1l4-days
before we are leaving, yes, sir, they should have
stayed in Bella and then dealt with what would happen
there, which would had been a whole hell of a lot less
than what happened there because they had force
protection. I don’t--my personal opinion, they should
have--I don’t think they should have moved and I
don’‘t--there are so many people that I wanted to
blame. And it really don’t make any sense to blame
anybody. I am not sure that that was a safe place,
maybe they should have shut them both down, maybe they
should have done it all and brought them all back into
Blessing and then whoever the powers are to be, should
have figured out when the new unit came in, where they
want to go.

LtGen Natonski: Did you have an opportunity to talk to your
counterpart in the battalion that was coming in, one
of the company First Sergeant that was going to relive
Charlie Company--Chosen Company?

18G [n)3), (b)6) Talk to him as far as what, sir?
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LtGen Natonski: As part of the RIP and what you had been
through and that?

18G |1)3), (b)6)s Yeah, yeah, I told him everything that happened.
I made a little continuity book and told him the fire

fights that we had been in and the things that had
happened, but----

LtGen Natonsgki: Do you think that the new incoming unit
would have had the force--sufficient force had they
taken over Wanat if the decision?

18G [p)3), b)6): No, sir. It is not--no, sir--it is not that they
did not have the force, just not the experience in
that kind of fight, no, no way.

LtGen Natonski: You think that it would had been a danger to
them to have gone in there and tried to hold that
position?

1SG |(1b)3), (b)(6) Without a doubt, yes, sir. I think they made the

right call by saying, get out. The only bad thing
about it is that everybody--all of the enemy says,
look what we did at Wanat, we killed everybody. But
that is the same thing that happened at the Ranch
House. You know what I am saying, as soon as that big
Ranch House explosion, them coming on the FOB--we had
already talked about getting rid of Ranch House, but
then that fire fight happened and we left then all of
the Taliban was like, “oh, yeah, we took them out, we
destroyed them.” And then they stood on our burning
buildings that we burnt saying that they did it. We
saw videos, they have so many Hadji videos that you
can buy on the market. They sell them right outside
our FOB and you can go buy them and see what kind of
fun they are poking at the United States. That shit,
oh, it pissed me off.

MG Perkins: Top, you pretty much throughout the day spent a
lot of time with the XO? You guys sort of co-located
your desks or?

186 [n)3). (0)(6) I heard what was going on; I did not get into any
of his business really unless he asked me or I saw
that he was really screwing something up.

MG Perkins: Yeah, so as you guys were doing the Bella move
and going to Wanat. Do you remember any big issue
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that he was--you know, supply-wise or logistic-wise
that he was pushing with battalion?

1SG [b)3), (b)6): Absolutely not, sir, and that--I heard that a few
times and he did what he was supposed to do. I think
what happened was a bird that was supposed to take
chow to them instead took people out or put people in
so they were shorted on some on some of their food or
water.

MG Perkins: So, he is working and he got stuff down at
Blessing and ----

18G |(b)(3), (b)(6): It was everything, he was--it was freaking

amazing--you are talking about | p)3) 06 | or are you [Brown]
talking about [p)@3), (b)6)P |Papa |

MG Perkins: |@x@4m@W|Papa|
18G [b)3), (b)(6] Yeah, |p)3) (b)6) was--yeah, he was awesome.

MG Perkins: And | (b)@3),(b)6) | 18 your S4?
18G [b)3), (b)6]s He was the S4, but he was my XO before .
MG Perkins: So you knew them both?

1SG [b)@3), (b)6): Yes, sir.
MG Perkins: So they were both working issues gimultaneously?
Papa!

18G [b)3), (b)6)s Yes, sir, and |p)3),(b)6)| always went to | (b)), (b)6) ||Brown|
when he needed stuff and it was great. I am not
exactly sure what happened with the water and I read
that in | (b)(3), (b)(6) -some kind of paper that he
wrote that that was a big issue and it wasn’t a major
issue that was something for someone to say--it was
never a major issue, sir, the only time that they had
to slow down--with security, they had to slow down for
4 hours during the day. One day until they got water
out there and it had been every time people talk about
it, they keep blowing out of proportion, if it was
that serious, I would had been out there myself
bringing water.

MG Perkins: Did you talk on the radio much with Sergeant
|Yankee|(b)(3) (b)6) before he went up--he moved up on the 8th with
the ground movement; correct? I think.
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1SG [(b)3), (b)(6) Yes, I talked to him a couple times, yes, sir.
MG Perkins: So, what was the overall nature of the

conversation? Is it like, “hey, Top, here is what is
going on?”

18G b)@3), (b)(6)¢ We did not talk much on the radio, I think he
had--man, it has been too long, I think that he had a
phone. He had a phone out there and I had a phone--a
satellite phone.

MG Perkins: But anyway, you guys were talking?
1SG [n)@3), (b)(6)* Yes, sir. Yeah, yes, sir.
MG Perkins: What was the general nature was it “Okay, Top,

here ig the situation” in your own words, how would
you put it

18G [b)3), (b)6]: Yeah, he would just tell me how it was going on,
we doing--we built this today, we can’t do this
because we don’t have a real bulldozer--he would just
tell me the problems of the day.

MG Perkins: Anything in his mind was like missiocn essential
¢critical? We got to pull out if we don’t do this?
Was there--did he ever portray that to you as the
First Sergeant, like, Hey Top, if you don’t get me
this anything can happen?

186 [b)3). (b)e): I cannot remember if he had that conversation--
but we talked--I talked to him every 2 days, so if
something was that detrimental, I am pretty sure----

MG Perkine: You would have known about it?

18G |(b)3), (b)(6)¢ I am pretty sure he told me about it.

MG Perkins: And you are generally not a shy person, right?

1SG (b)3), (b)(6): No, sir.

MG Perkins: So you would have remembered, you would have gone
to the battalion commander or the company commander or
something.

138G (b)3), (b)(6]2 I would have gone to the Sergeant Major, yes,

sir. Even though you don’t know the specifics, if

Sergeant ©)@), @ had called you up and said, “Top, no

22

001422



N

P -9

0~ o un

[Victor] 9

10
11

12
13

14
15

one is listening to me and you are the only guy who
listens to me, X, y, Z,” you would had been on top of
him like that?

186G [0)3). b)) Yes, sir.

MG Perkins: Alright. The General asked you about the small
arms at Wanat, throughout your whole 15 months had
there been any systemic issues with M4s, 16s, M9s or
anything like that?

18G [b)@3), (b)(6): No, sir.

MG Perkins: Just that day because you think it was the sheer
volume of rounds?

1sG : The volume of rounds going--I am telling you, sir
that was freaking ugly.

MG Perkins: But you had systemic problems with any of the
small arms during the rotation?

18G (b)(@3), (b)(6]2 No, sir.

MG Perkins: Any crew served weapons? Or anything?

18G [b)3). (0b)6]: No, sir, nothing, there was nothing where you
could say, “Damn, that is a piece of shit.”

MG Perkins: Yeah.

18G [b)@3). (b)(6): No. Everything was good, that day was just--you

shot at enough, you put 300 rounds out of it, it was
over, it just stops working. And I don’t know maybe
that is that day out, so fast, so much. You know what
I am saying? People were--my Soldiers were taking--
emptying a magazine in 15 seconds, put another
magazine, 15 seconds, put another magazine, 15
seconds, it is going to break.

MG Perkins: Umm-humm .
18G [n)3), (b))t I don’t think that there is any weapon system in

the world that can deal with the heat of something
like that. I don‘t know though, AKs are pretty
awesome.

MG Perkins: All right, Top, thanks.
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LtGen Natonski: First Sergeant you are ordered not
to discuss the testimony that you provided today with
anyone other than members of the investigation team.
You will not allow any witness in this investigation
to talk to you about the testimony that he has given
or which he intends to give. If anyone should try to
influence you testimony or attempt to discuss your
testimony, you are instructed to notify Lieutenant

Colonel (b)@3), (b)@ or Lieutenant Colonelw)@) b)) Do you

undersgtand?
18G [b)3), (b)6]: Yes, sir.
LtGen Natonski: I just want to thank you for your service to

our country, the Army, and for your performance not
just on the day at Wanat, but throughout the--how many
years, now?

18G [0)3), (b)6]): 17, sir.

LtGen Natonski: Congratulations.
186G I will be in for 25. I like it.
LtGen Natonski: Thank you.

[The testimony closed at 1905, 29 October 20089.]
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