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SWORN STATEMENT

My name is (b)(3)(b)(6) My current unit is Intelligence
and Security Command, Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and my occupation
field is Intelligence Officer.

In July 2008, I was assigned as the Brigade S2 for 173%™
Airborne, Brigade Combat Team, Jalalabad, Afghanistan. My
duties as the brigade S2 included providing the Commander with
analysis of the threat as well as supervising the ISR Assets for
the brigade. I had various software capabilities to assist me
with these duties, as well as a section that was broken up
between OPS Plans, collection management team, as well as a
brigade intelligence support element. The brigade intelligence
support element consisted of an all source analyst, imagery
analyst, SIG analysts and human intel. The brigade S2 had 30 to
40 personnel while in Afghanistan.

Intelligence related information would come into the S2 from our
subordinate units several ways. I would have daily
conversations with the battalion S2’'s and with the J2 from the
82" and 101°%t Airborne, battalion intelligence summaries were
produced by the battalions daily, as well as several databases
for pulling external reporting.

The Brigade would push information to the Joint Task Force level
the same way that the battalions would push information to me.
We produced two reports; one was an intelligence summary and the
other was an intelligence report. I also discussed the enemy
and ISR asset situations with the J2 and Battalion S2s.
Information would also come from Commander updates.

The ISR requests were provided daily for 96 hours out.
Adjustments would be made after that based off of changes that
were reported through the collection management channels and I
would receive an updated slide show from my collection manager
providing an updated sync matrix with all the collection assets
over the next 24 to 48 hours. ISR requests were regquested by
the CHOPS and OPS channels as well. If an ISR asset was
shifted, I would immediately call the Jise Chief or J2 to get an
understanding of why the asset was shifted. I would also need
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to notify the CHOPS, S3, and the Commander, as well as the unit
that was affected by the shift in ISR assets.

Based on its isolation, not tied to the population, and not
supporting government development, I first learned that Task
Force Rock wanted to conduct a movement out of Bella before we
deployed. I learned of the actual move to Wanat shortly after
our deployment, which was around July or August 2007. Task
Force Rock and the Battalion Commander began negotiating for the
land once the best location was identified.

During July 2007, we did not have a lot of reports coming from
Wanat regarding the enemy’s situation. There were only a few
operations being conducted around that area. We had one Humint
team that was at Blessing, and most of our focus for collecting
was focused around Bella and operations being conducted around
Bella. My understanding was that Wanat was assegsed as fair, in
terms of the relationship with the district governor that was
there. We knew that there were enemy forces that were using
that area, the high ground around Wanat, as a base of
operations. These were smaller forces, and the key enemy
elements that we identified were further east and north of
Wanat.

The enemy situation changed due to frustration regarding the
land deal and the locals were riding the fence in who is really
going to provide them security. It was somewhat tenuous in that
the locals were not taking sides between us and the enemy, so
the enemy activity began to increase in that area.

I reviewed the CONOP for Operation Rock Move and attended the
CONOP brief to the Brigade Commander and CJTF-101.

During the RIP/TOA we had the full 173" brigade S2 staff. My
replacement actually arrived early. The TOA was scheduled for
26 July 2008 and the typical RIP is 10 days. There were a few
3" brigade, 1°° ID personnel there, but there was not a full RIP
in motion. I was able to provide full attention to Operation
Rock Move during this period. Operation Rock Move was the
priority for the brigade during this time.
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Once Operation Rock Move started, I do not recall receiving new
indication ' i ifi
o] o i Besscron 7 oem el o e P LAY
. spoke
with CPTp)3)b)6laily on what was occurring in Wanat. Captagyso)e) Mapenta
stated his biggest concern was the limited force protection
during the buildup. Prior to the move, we assessed that some
sort of coordinated synchronized complex attack would likely
happen. I did not know when the attack would occur or the size
of the attacking forces. I assessed that the attack would occur
between 7 to 10 days from the time Wanat was established.
Captain)ﬂas more concerned about the scale of the attack in
his initial assessment. Our number one priority for collection
was Bella and Wanat, starting on 8 July 2008 going through 13
July 2008. I do not recall specific assets being repositioned
in Wanat, but I was constantly working on additional
justification for assets.

Initially, when Operation Rock Move was scheduled to begin,
there was an ISR asset request done each day in the 96 hour
period. As the days progressed, we continued to request, and we
tried to focus on certain periods of time knowing we would not
get continuous coverage. My assessment was that the most
dangerous portion of the move to Wanat was the withdrawal from
Bella. From the start of Operation Rock move, the initial
request for Full Motion Video Coverage was for a period of 48
hours. I would adjust the time for the request based off of
when we thought Wanat was most threatened. The first time I
learned I would not have Full Motion Video Coverage at Wanat was
10 or 11 July 2008.

Magenta on the night of 11 July 2008, I spoke with Captain(;:egarding
the need for assets. My understanding of the situation at
Wanat, based off of the Commanders reports, was that there were
limited Hescoe barriers, lacked overhead cover, and did not have
Magenta |a fully established OP. Captain(menticned these issues as
the reasons for needing additional ISR assets and believed the
threat at Wanat was similar to the threat at more established
FOB's, and if the threat was the same, the default should be
collection assets to that particular location. I concurred with
his line of reasoning, and continued to push the justification
for increased coverage of the Predator and Red Ridge to 101°5%.
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I conducted an Intel Analysis after the battle at Wanat. I
concluded that for situations such as Wanat, I needed to have a
clear understanding of the conversations that the Platoon leader
and the company commander were having. The biggest lesson for
me is in understanding that this was essentially identified as a
company C2 on the ground, so some of the brigade’s analysis
effort needed to be more redirected to support our company. By
this I mean, I should have pulled some of the discussions that
occurred between the company commander and the platoon leader to
better understand the atmospherics, as these do not always make
formal assessments. I would have been able to pull this
information by having more detailed and more frequent
discussions with the battalion S2. With company level OPS, we
would have very detailed discussions about the assessment and
assets required to mitigate risk.

What I did not have was a good feel for or understanding of the
atmospherics at Wanat from 8-13 Jul. By atmospherics I mean
knowledge of the limited activity of the local nationals around
the bazaar, no interaction of coalition forces with the ANP, the
absence of women and children in the area, the level of negative
reaction by military age males towards our presence, and limited
to no counterrecon patrols, etc. Looking back at some of the
reporting that came from the squad leaders and platoon leader,
the fact that there were no women or children around, that there
was not a friendly environment when they pulled in, that there
were no engagements between the ANA and the locals, and no
counter RECON patrols, these details could have changed my
assessment of the situation providing additional justification
for ISR assets. The better understanding I have of the
situation, the better I am able to relay that to the J2 to give
him a more complete assessment of the true situation on the
ground.

The overall analysis of the Waygal Valley from January 2008
through July 2008 was tenuous. The enemy had a lot of ties to
the government. It was easy for the enemy to influence the
attitude of the population. They had freedom of movement in that
area and were able to execute rocket and mortar attacks down to
Blessing. There were ties with the Watapur Valley, which was a
valley to the east, and we had indications and reporting that
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the enemy would receive support from the Watapur Valley. The
enemy had the capability to conduct complex coordinated attacks,
just like at the Ranch House. They operated in 10 to 15 man
elements mostly, but could come together to execute coordinated
synchronized and complex attacks with multiple weapon systems.
For the overall operation, I assessed the most dangerous
situation was at Bella. When the enemy was not able to execute
some sort of coordinated complex attack at Bella, and I saw the
reporting of them not having the C2 available but had the intent
to initiate the attack, my assessment did not change to show an
increased capability of an attack on another location.
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