SWORN STATEMENT

My name is | ®@.0)6 | I am assigned to the Maneuver Captain
Career Course at Ft. Benning, Georgia. I am currently a Captain
in the U.S. Army.

In July 2008, my unit was Chosen Company, 2nd 503rd, located at
Camp Blessing, Afghanistan, and I was an infantry officer. At
that time I was a Captain and the Company Executive Officer as
of October 2007.

As the X0 for Chosen Company my main duties entailed
coordinating resupplying troops on the ground at different
Combat Outposts in Afghanistan.

I was involved in the site selection patrol, but did not decide
on the gite for Operation Rock Move. Chosen Company made the
recommendation to Battalion to establish Camp Wanat. At the
time of planning for Wanat, months before the RIP and under
different circumstances, I thought that we could establish an
effective COP there with the number of personnel that 2nd
Platoon had.

When I was a Platoon Leader I had patrolled up there quite a few
times so I was familiar with the area. Wanat is the village and
also the sub-district and was a mountainous area. When my
Platoon patrolled in that area we interacted with the locals to
include the elders, the sub-governor, the police chief, and the
shuura leader. I sat down quite a few times with these leaders
and I remember talking with them about use of the land at Wanat.

(b)(6) and other elders as well said that they would get
all of the land owners together to discuss the matter. I
remember talking with the elders and landowners about who owned
what pieces of land and making a PowerPoint slide reflecting
this issue.

In my opinion, Wanat was a relatively good site selection
because we would need a ELZ for the COP. The outpost was moving
from Bella to Wanat in order to work with the district
government and influence them and the local nationals. It was
easier logistically to be at Wanat than Bella, because Bella
could only be resupplied basically by air. We were able to

ground resupply Wanat at the time because the road had improved
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significantly. 1In July 2008 we could get HUMVEES and the local
trucks up to Wanat. The biggest problem concerning driving the
road to Wanat was from wash outs caused by heavy rain and

flooding.
oscar

First Sergeant Captain (y)3), (b)(e} and I worked very closely
throughout the deployment and had talked about the move. We
discussed the idea of letting the next unit build Wanat, but I
do not know of what discussions they had at the Battalion level.
Some members of Chosen Company were not happy about having to
set up Wanat with two weeks left in country. In my opinion, at
the end of our deployment, it would have been best to break down
Bella and consolidate at Camp Blessing and then let the new guys
from 1-26 come in and get established and let them make a
decision as to whether or not they wanted to go and establish
Camp Wanat.

In my opinion, conducting the operation at Wanat during the RIP
increased risk because you would have new personnel coming in
who did not know the area, and you would have personnel who were
getting ready to leave after 14 months and had already packed up
some of their items.

I do not know why the establishment of Wanat kept getting pushed
back. I am not sure why it was hard to close down Bella.

Pretty much everyday there were reports that we were going to be
attacked while I was in Afghanistan. Once 2nd Platoon moved to
Wanat Captain |b)s) b)e|went forward to see if they were going to
get attacked, and he obviously wanted to be there to help
coordinate resources.

When Captain conducted his assessment of Wanat, I believe
after arriving on the 12th, prior to the battle there, I
remember talking to him on the radio and being told what
supplies the Platoon needed at Wanat. I talked with Battalion
and requested additional air to get the supplies to Wanat. I
also continued to work to get jingle trucks that were loaded up
there. Wanat was our primary focus but there were other
priorities as well. My replacement was on deck and had been on
board for a couple of weeks before the attack at Wanat.
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Once the decision to go to Wanat was made I was involved in
deliberate planning such as class IV supplies and how it was
going to get filled up. I worked with the S-4 who had done
these types of things in a previous deployment and he gave me
some shells of what he had done and we tailored them to Wanat.

I had some face-to-face with the battalion engineer. When I was
determining what I needed for the COP I relied on the shells
that the S-4 gave me and my previous experience at Bella and
other places, as well as products passed to me from the
battalion engineer via the S-4

Whenever I received a request from the Platoons I would walk
down to the Battalion S-4 and tell them what was needed and they
would let me know what they could provide. I could have used
more aircraft for the establishment of a COP at Wanat. I
remember LTC[ ()3), (b6 | fighting for the Battalion to get aircraft
to deliver supplies that the Platoon at Wanat needed but I
cannot recall whether or not we got everything the Platoon
requested. At the Company level we were never in the black on
water at Camp Blessing. We had supplies that we could have
pushed out from Camp Blessing to Wanat if we would have had the
assets to make the deliveries.

My company also had a private contract set up with some local
nationals that could get supplies to the units up at Wanat via
trucks. During June and July 2008 we had contracted five of
those trucks.

If a Platoon requested 10 boxes of widgets I would request the
items from the Battalion S-4 and some items we had stock piled
on Camp Blessing; it was a matter of going down and loading it
up and getting it put together in slings or if it was Class I
depending on where it was going you could put it on the back of
a truck and deliver it to Wanat. I could task that truck to
make the delivery. There was never a time that pick-up trucks
were not available to us because they were contracted. It took
from a few hours to a day to get them to Blessing. Also there
were times they could not deliver because they claimed the enemy
had established temporary TCPs along the route.

One prcoblem we did run into with the trucks was that the enemy
reportedly started setting up Sometimes the drivers would
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report the enemy in the area and would turn around and come
back, or sometimes they would keep our supplies and we
threatened to end their contract a couple of time because they
would keep the supplies and would not deliver them. Eventually
the supplies would get delivered. There were some risks
involved for these guys driving up the Waygal valley because we
did not have the entire route guarded. We never did military
convoys all the way up to Bella because often the road was
washed out.

The jingle trucks never went to Wanat before the attack because
the RCP never cleared the route because of disabled vehicle
problems; but they tried two times to get up to Wanat without
success.

The trucks were to take HESCOs, food, water, pickets, and some
Class III for the Bob Cat, and other supplies to Wanat on the
9th of July 2008, but again, they did not make it there.
Repeated attempts were made to get these items to Wanat on the
ground; and I worked to get extra air to push up additional
supplies and slings. A couple of the Hi-Lux trucks made it
through but it was reported that the enemy was in the area and
that limited the number of trucks that did get through.

At Wanat, SFC p)3) (b)6)was my primary contact concerning resupply.

I never received a report from him concerning being in the black
concerning water. I remember Sergeant reporting that his
Platoon was getting low on water and that’s when we tried to
push in supplies using the Hi-Lux trucks. I do not recall

Sergeant saying that his Platoon was “black” concerning
water. There was a well about 20 meters from where the COP was
being built and the platoon had been issued water filters to
purify the local water if they reached a critical level with
their water. I heard that 2nd Platoon had to reduce their work
on the site preparation at Wanat due to water issues only after
they got back from the attack at Wanat. While Chosen Company
was at Wanat I got report that they were low on water but I did
not get a report that they were reducing work because of a lack
of water.

There were issues with the Bob Cat that was at Wanat. It ran
out of fuel and the platoon was unable to fill the eight foot
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HESCOS because the Bob Cat could not reach up high enough to
fill the HESCOS. There was also an issue with civilian heavy
equipment. The civilian construction personnel were supposed to
follow the RCP to Wanat or make it up there on their own but
they never showed up. They arrived after the battle was over
and started doing some work with a bulldozer or loader. But by
that time the decision had been made not to keep Wanat open. My
understanding is that the civilian heavy equipment was supposed
to go up to Wanat on the 9th of July. I do not know who
reported the failure to get the equipment to Wanat by the 9th of
July.

I recall the issue concerning the lack of ISR coverage up at
Wanat. There were reports that the enemy that wanted to attack
Bella and that once Bella moved and they did not attack, they
were considering attacking Wanat. I worked with the $§-3 air in
coordinating the air movement of supplies to Wanat.

The engineers and the local nationals were supposed to build the
HESCOs perimeter at Wanat and a lot of the force protection
measures. The engineers were in charge of the technical
building. Once that was established we had contracts for local
nationals to come in and build brick and mortar buildings. It
was my sense that it would take months to build the COP at Wanat
before it would be completed.
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AFFIDAVIT

I, cm (b)(3), (b)(6) |HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS
PAGE 5. TFULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS

TRUE | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE

STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD WITHOUT THREAT OF

PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUEN®

(b)(3), (b)(6)

_ (b)(3), (b)(6), Lemon |

P~
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

(b)3), (b)(6)

Subscribed and swom to before me,
R I Y Bl Lo

(b)(6), (b)(3), Ow!

(b)(6), (b)(3), OWI

(Typed

%&L‘ﬁ—
(Authority To A Oaths)
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