SWORN STATEMENT
| Oscar |

I am Captain| 0)3).0)6.0)(1)14ac | In July 2008, I was the company
commander for Chosen Company, 2-503, 1734 Airborne Brigade
located at FOB Blessing, Afghanistan.

During the summer of 2007, I recommended to the battalion that
we should realign the battle space assigned to Chosen Company.
I recommended that we move out of COP Ranch House in 2007 and
eventually COP Bella in the summer of Z008. I alsc recommended
+hat we move closer to FOB Blessing and align our bases with
Afghan government officials and Afghan National Police.

During early 2008, the rigk to personnel and aircraft at Bella
jncreased. The enemy would regularly attack Bella and its
observation posts with both indirect and direct fire, and
aircraft were routinely engaged. We considered clogsing Bella
without establishing another COP, but that would have isolated
the district government of the Waigul Valley. Establishing a
COP at Wanat would allow us to interact with the district
governor and ANP in the village, it would be re-enforceable by
ground, and decrease the logistical strain of an air-centric
COP.

When deciding where to locate a COP at Wanat, we wanted to work
with the local elders in accordance with COIN doctrine, rather
than seize the land and alienate the owners. I identified the
land for the COP. By leasing the particular parcel of land, we
would have minimal impact on the population while providing
maximum security for the village and district center. There
were delays in acquiring the land and meeting with the land
owners. LEG]o)6) o)1) 1lend I discussed the possibility of seizing
the land. However, to the best of my knowledge about two weeks
before we executed the movement to Wanat, the CREST team
solidified the lease. Prior to selecting the land, I had
considered several other locations around Wanat for a COP and
determined the ground we occupied as the best course of action.

The plan for the COF at Wanat called for extensive observation
posts tc the south, north, and northeast of Wanat utilizing ANA,
ANP, and US Forxces.
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My executive officer and I worked with the battalion engineer to
determine the amount of materials we would require to establish
the COP. Prior to the beginning of Operation Rock Move,
building supplies were staged at FOB Blessing. There was not a
detailed plan for econstruction tasks on any particular day, but
a list by priority of buildings and structures we wanted to
construct including a stone and mortar wall, guard towers,
command post building, and living quarters. There were also
blueprints of how the COF would be laid out on the ground. I
understood it would take several months to complete the building
of the COP. We knew that we could not get U.S. Army heavy
engineer equipment up the road, so we had to contract for Afghan
engineer equipment.

We wanted to establish a COP at Wanat before the new unit
arrived. We did not want the new unit to have to establish a
COP. Chosen was scheduled to be out of Afghanistan on 1 August.

The day before I went to wanat, I was aware that 2d platoon was
consuming water quickly. I understood that the platoon had
reduced work efforts due to water and fatigue. When I arrived
on the 12™, the platoon still needed a build-up of water, but I
did not consider the situation to be different than I
anticipated or reported to battalion. I never received a report
that the platoon was “black” on water. The platoon had water
purifiers if they ran out of bottled water. Use of iodine
tablets was not part of the plan, but water purification tablets
were available in combat lifesaver bags.

I brought a fuel blivet for the Bobcat, along with 12-15 cases
of water when I flew up on 12 July 2008. I was aware that 24
platoon needed fuel resupply.

I was aware that civilian engineering equipment did not arrive
on time. The plan was to have equipment show-up the same day we
arrived in Wanat. While an initial load of Class IV arrived
during the first couple of days in wanat, I do not recall
whether Afghan trucks with additional Class IV were to be
escorted by our Route Clearance Package ox just arrive on their
own. I did not know when the additional Class IV was scheduled
to arrive in Wanat, but understood my executive officer was
working the logistics plan, and attempting to get the additional
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Ctlags IV to Wanat ag soon as possible. To clarify my interview,
I expected the Class IV to arrive within the first few days of
our occupation and not take longer than a week.

Before T arrived in Wanat, Lieutenant Brostrom relayed that
there was less civilian traffic in the area. After I arrived,
we discussed concerns that the platoon was being observed just
as we expected to be. We later met with | (b)(6) | and his
son who expressed that we would be attacked. Lieutenant
Brogtrom and I agreed that the information from him was not
gpecific and was similar to information we received on a regular
basis. The absence of local population was not unusual. We had
seen locals depart when they thought an attack was pending, but
no attack ensued. I felt the enemy would be focused on Bella
and intel reports suggested they were. The enemy was very
deliberate and I expected them to recon, plan, and then use
indirect fire or probing attacks to attack the position at
Wanat. Nothing Lieutenant Brostrom communicated or that I saw
led me to believe that a large scale attack was imminent.

T understood that ISR had been requested at least for the
initial occupation. I wanted coverage from a predator or Apache
starting a few hours before arrival in Wanat and lasting until
the platoon could transition to its organic assets. I would
pave executed the move to Wanat even 1f we did not have predator
coverage. I understcod that the ISR coverage was to include
Apache helicopters, the ITAS on the TOW missile, and the LRAS.
For SIGINT, we had our interpreter with an ICOM scanner. I do
not recall if we requested Red Ridge for Rock Move, but our
battalion utilized Red Ridge assels daily. There was never a
time T requested additional ISR for Wanat. I knew I was the
battalion’s priority for ISR and would get any aspets sent to
the battalion, where we utilized Predator assets daily. ©On the
15t when I went to Wanat, I knew that we would get predator
coverage for at least some period of time to check out the area.

I believed that indirect fire and rocket attacka would pose the
greatest risk at Wanat. Initially, this risk was to be
mitigated by up-armored HMMWV's and dug-in positicns. Later,
this risk would be mitigated by placing the OP's to maximize
observation around the valley. T also felt that by coupling
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with the population in the village, the enemy would be reluctant
to attack due to possible collateral damage. I recognized that
dead space to the northeast and west of the COP posed a risk
until we could establish the OF’S around the valley. I thought
we could have the HESCO perimeter in place within a week of
aryviving in Wanat.

I had anticipated a large scale attack on Bella and there had
been an attack by insurgents on the 4" of July. These events
did not cause me to adjust my risk assessment and mitigation for
Wanat, but my thinking was our regponse to the large attack on
Rella on 4 July 2008 had disrupted that threat.

|_Delta | -
I recommended to colonels] b)), o)1) 1 hand Lieutenant C°1°n@%46m&4mmm4ac

that we withdraw from Wanat after the battle. I knew that 1-26'
the incoming battalion, would pe coming in with about one-
hundred fewer soldiers than our pattalion. After the bhattle, I
felt that Wanat would reguire a company effort to get the COP
established. The human terrain had changed due to the battle
and I believed the focus of the company ghould shift to the
Western Kunar Province, where we already had successful
relationships with Afghan locals.

The term vehicle patrol base is used to describe a tewporary
position. Wanat was called a VPB for a couple days and then we
changed over to COP. There was some confusion because some
peocple were calling it a VPB and some calling it a COP. We
planned on using VPB initially until we had our perimeter with
wire and HESCO’s established.
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AFFIDAVIT

I; CPTl (b)(3), (b)(6) HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO M
AND ENDS ON PAGE 4. | F TANDTREGONTEHTSOFTHEEWESTATEI.E.NTM&DEEYME. THE
. INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND MAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE

EELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD,

AND WITHOUT COERGION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

\WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNISHMENT,
(0)(3), (b)(6) | Oscar |
(Signature of Person(¥)(3), (b Ystement

Subscribed and swom to before me, a person author|
law to mﬁxr ouths. this S _ day of 2001
al -

b)(3). (b)(6 b)(3), (b)(6 b)(3), (b)(6

(b)(3), (b)(6)
(Typed Neme of Person Admiristening Gath)

Tudiy Aleecdt
(Authority To Administer Oaths}

Owl

(b)(6)
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