SWORN STATEMENT

My name is (b)(3), (b)(6) |. My current unit is Department

of Defense Field Research Activity, Fort Meade, MD, and my
occupation field is Intelligence Officer. I am currently a
Captain in the United States Army.

In July 2008, my unit was 2™ battalion, 503" Airborne, Camp
Blessing, Afghanistan. My duty assignment was the battalion S2.
I had been the battalion S2 for five months, and prior to that I
was the brigade collection manager for 173" Airborne.

The first time I heard of the possibility of establishing a site
at Wanat was during my late May early June 2007 RIP. There was
a discussion of establishing a FOB at Wanat, but that it was not
going to happen anytime soon based off of the distribution of
forces that were available. I heard other discussions of
establishing an emplacement at Wanat throughout the rest of my
deployment. After my arrival at 2°® battalion, I heard talk
regarding the approval of a move to Wanat sometime in April or
May 2008. At this time I conducted an intelligence preparation
battlefield (IPB) covering the Waygal Valley of which Wanat was
a part of. We conducted assessments of the Waygal Valley weekly
as part of ongoing intelligence updates. Wanat was part of the
Waygal Valley with not much active enemy presence due to the
lack of Coalition forces or ANSF presence. Wanat was mainly a
transitory location in which people would go through to get to
the rest of the valley.

When I learned we were sending a unit to Wanat I was happy.

From an intelligence collection point of view, having forces in
Wanat greatly disrupts the flow of fighters and weapons into the
Northern Waygal. Having a presence there that would deny the
fighters the terrain and force them to conduct more movement,
which would provide more opportunities for us to collect on them
and make it easier to detect them because they would be moving
further and longer.

In order to establish an emplacement at Wanat, I determined we
would require support from the Division Warrior Alpha platform
or other theater level assets such as the Predator or Reaper for
full motion video coverage. We also identified Red Ridge was
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the best platform to provide Medium Altitude SIGINT (MAS)
collection.

For the development of the CONOP Brief for Operation Rock Move,
I provided intelligence assessment for the entire Waygal Valley
and how the enemy would react to us moving in. Additionally, I
conducted a site recon in late June 2008. At this time the
Battalion Commander and Company Commander were also conducting a
shura in the bazaar with the elders of the village. I went
along with a HUMINT collector from HUMINT Collection Team
(HCT) 06 to provide him a chance to spot and assess sources
before he went up there. After the shura completed, I was able

to speak with CPT(pn how I would attack the COP if I was
the enemy and he showed me the locations on where he was
planning to emplace observation posts to counter my course of
action.

The actual area for the emplacement was not finalized at this
time, but there was really only one place for the emplacement
that made sense, and that was the area they chose. 1 knew it
was a bad location in that tactically it is not great, but it
was the best location available. There was no great location at
the bottom of a valley because any location chosen would have
high ground on either side

When Operation Rock Move began, we sought 12 hours of on station
time with MAS assets. We also sought EA6B Prowler coverage to
jam communications during times we could not collect their
communications in order to make them more active when we did
have MAS on station. For Full Motion Video (FMV) coverage, we
asked for 24 hour coverage, but realistically we were expecting
only 22 hours. This coverage was requested up till the end of
the scheduled force protection completed timeline, which I don’'t
remember a specific date for, but I think was around 17 July
2008. This timeline was based on how long it would take to get
Hesco barriers filled and how long it would take to get the
mortar pit dug in. I believe the majority of the Force
Protection was supposed to be in place prior to 1-26 occupying
the COP.

For Operation Rock Move, the ISR optimization slide for the
CONOP brief reflects request one day basis. This was
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standard unless different times of collection were required
based on the ground tactical plan, however we were requesting
the same assets daily. We would initially send an upfront
request for ISR assets for the duration of the need for ISR
agssets. We would not have to send up a new request every day,
but there would be daily discussions regarding whether we need
the asset, and if it is it still viable. Once Chosen Company
moved to Wanat, I noticed that we lost our reguested coverage

for 12 July 2008. I talked to Major |p)a3), b)e)| the Battalion S-3
and asked him to speak to his counterpart at brigade. I talked

to Lieutenant Colonel | (b)3), (b)e) |and asked him to engage Colonel

Delta | mxmxmw)| the Brigade Commander, and I also called Lieutenant
Foxtrot colonel [o)3) bye)| the Brigade §-2. During my discussion with

Foxtrot

Lieutenant Colonel(mwxmxm| I talked about our level of threat

and that I expected that we should have the coverage because the
threat deemed it necessary. He tried to explain that there were
other priorities across the theater, but my feeling of the
agssessment we had showed there was a significant chance we would
be attacked. We needed the assets to detect the enemy prior to
the attack in order to disrupt it. We had done this previously
at COP Bella and I feel that if we had full motion video and
more MAS coveragewe could have done it here. Lieutenant Colonel
03 bye)] acknowledged my points and stated he would re-engage with
division.

During the establishment of the position at Wanat, Local
Nationals were contracted to help transport supplies to the
gsite. I do not remember for sure what they were bringing, but I
do remember that there were problems getting them to drive up to
the site because of the threat the drivers perceived. I believe
there may have been discussions regarding a shortage of water
and not having the ability to fill the Hescos at Wanat based on
the Jingle trucks not being on time.

|Oscar |I spoke with Captain )sometime around 9 or 10 July 2008

regarding a reassessment of the situation at Wanat. I had
reassessed that a large scale force, under the overall command
of Muhla Osman, was coming south from Bella and massing around
Wanat. I collected some of this information from one recruited
source we had that had placement and access to the area.
Between 8 and 12 July 2008 he reported what the enemy was doing
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and was very agitated. He stated we were going to be attacked,
put he did not know when. When asked when he thought the attack
would happen, he would reply that he was surprised it had not
already happened. In addition, we had other sources that were
not recruited that were coming in and saying the same thing.
These sources were from multiple HCTs throughout the
battlespace. We were also receiving reports of enemy forces
moving from the Korengal and Watapur to attack Wanat. Prior to
the attack at Wanat, the soldiers reported that they were under
surveillance, observed that there was a lack of woman and
children in the area, and that there was hostility from the
locals when the soldiers would try to interact with them.

I believe we should have established Wanat earlier than we did.
There was a debate as to whether we should establish Wanat with
only having two weeks left and people’s minds being on the
RIP/TOA or if our replacements should do it. Our soldiers were
more accustomed to the area, they knew more of the locals and
how people acted, so they would be more likely to better
understand if something bad was about to happen, and they had
peen battle tested so they knew our guys would not crack under
pressure and would be able to fight the fight. The soldiers of
Chosen Company had a lot of experience with positively
identifying enemy forces pefore they were able to initiate fire,
allowing them to disrupt an attack. That is not something the
new unit was likely able to do while establishing the position
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AFFIDAVIT

Magenta 1.! ()3). ©I6) | HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ 70 ME THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS
: T DERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE BY M7, THE STATEMENT IS
O PG AVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOT CUF OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE
T ATZMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF
S UNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

()3). (6)6)

m Making Siatement)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by
law to administer oaths, this _27_day of
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(b)3), (b)(6)
4 (b)(3), (b)(6) o ——e
(Signature of Person Administering Oath) J
GANIZATION OR/ADDRESS (b)(6)

(Typed Name of Person 'Administering Oath)
(b)(3), (b)(6)

- Jotse Adoweots

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (Authority To Adfninister Oaths)
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