SWORN STATEMENT

My name is Colonel | (b)(3), (b)6) . I am currently frocked to

the rank of Colonel. I am assigned to the Regimental
Headguarters of the TSU‘Ranger Regiment, Fort Benning, Georgia.
In July of 2008, I was the Commander of 2° battalion 503
Infantry also known as Task Force Rock. We were part of the 173
Airborne Brigade Combat team. TF Rock was located in Kunar and
Nuristan Prowvincesg, Afghanistan.

During ocur PDSS to Afghanistan in March 2007, we went to Aranas
(Ranch House) and to COP Bella. These areas were occupied by our
predecessors from 1-32 Infantry, 10'® Mountain Division. They had
occupied these COPs with the intent of eventually pushing roads
up into that area s8¢ the areas and the people could be connected
to the government. They alsc used the COPs primarily as a base
to interdict terrorists that had subsegquently learned to bypass
the COPs. There is a small populaticn mear Bella along with a
Swedish health clinic. There is a larger population in the
Aranas area. The Ranch House was on the side of a mountain in a
very rugged area. Both Bella and Ranch House were air-centric
COPs. They had to receive resupply, medivac, and such}/ﬁ
exclusively by air. They had limited population, no‘governance,
very limited economies nearby, and the forces there were not
influencing any ANSF. As such, I thought they were essentially
irrelevant.

We had discussed closing Ranch House before we even got on the
ground in Afghanistan. We begamn planning to close the Ranch
House to include discusgsion with the elders early in our tour.
About 80 days into our tour-on 22 August 2007—the Ranch House
was attacked and nearly overrun. We defeated the enemy’s attack,
and finalized plans to c¢lose down Ranch House for good. We
developed a detailed CONOP to close Ranch House, and executed
that operation in October 2007. Soon after that we started
digcugseing the clesure of Bella.

In discussing the closure of Bella, we looked at places where we
might possibly move our forces. After consgidering a number of
optiona, we determined that it made sense to move them to Wanat.
We had discussed moving a force there as far back as our PDSS.
The driving force behind the move to Wanat was our degire to
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effect the population in that area as a part of our overall coin
atrategy. We had opened a new district center at Wanat in
December of 2007. It was a very nice facilicy located adjacent
to a police station. They had a district governor in Wanat
along with a bazaar/marketplace.

In August of 2007 word came from higher that we could no longer
simply seize terrain and use it to build COPs. From that point
forward we had to go through a deliberate process to obtain
land—it had to go through the Ministry of Defense and crest
teams had to come out, sSurvey the land and determine who the
land owners were so we could negotiate with them and pay them
for the land.

In the fall of 2007, we started negotiating to obtain the land
near Wanat. We had numerous shuras and KLEs with the locals.
These continued into January and February. We wanted to get the
move from Bella to Wanat going before the start of what some
call “the fighting season” which begins in the summer. About
this time we were beainning dialog with 1-26 infantry, the unit
that would replace us when we rotated that coming summer. They
were concerned about a number of things, to include the fact
that they were coming in with legs capability and manpower than
we had.

The BN KLEs for obtaining the land at Wanat occurred 1in

November, May, and June. CPTH)@).@mpand his force also conducted
over 40 KLEs with people in the Wygal at Bella, Wanat, and

Blessing. Through negotiations, the Wanat elders recommended the
piece of land that we ended up occupying.

The area we selected was not perfect, but it seemed like the
best of the suboptimal choices and it would work pretty well at
targeting our lines of operation (security, 10, governance and
economic development). It had stand-off from the surrounding
mountains and ridgelines. We had different discusgions about
locating other places; places farther from the population and
cloger top the mountains, but we felr that if we went too far up
into the high ground we would be disconnected from the
population of Wanat. Also, if we located our COP toO high up. it
would make it another air-centric COP. That would make it
difficult to resupply or reinforce and give us little in the way
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of either coin advantage Or tactical advantage, as an aerial
reconnaigsance showed that all suitable areas had high ground on
at least three sides. SO we& picked the best area we cauld—one
rhat was close to the village, had stand-off, had access to a
ground loc¢, and had room for HLZs. As Killcullen says in his
book Accidental Guerilla, “you win or lose one village at a
time, and you secure villages and gain access tO the people by
controlling valleys, roads, and the heights that overlook them,
in that priority.” (Killcullen, p.73)

It is key to remember with Wamnat, we were not seeking stand-off
from the population. We had no expectation and no historical
record that led us to believe the enemy would shoot at the
population or the loeal population center. In fact we had
SIGINT hits that led us tO believe that by that time the enemy
was very reluctant to shoot at the civilian populaticn at all.

We believed it would take approximately 14 weeks to build the
Ccop at Wanat. We submitted a detailed plan for the build through
the JFUB process. Qur vision was that the COP would eventually
have a number of force protection mMeasures including rock walls.

As the time came closer for our replacements to arrive, it
became more important to move out of Bella. Our replacements had
indicated they did not want toc move to into Bella and they
really did net have the capability or manpower Lo move to Bella.
We believed it was important for us to set conditions for the
success of 1-26., Moving to Wanat was an important step in doing
rhat because Wanat would allow us to connect the government with
the people in the Wygal valley. We also felt it was important
to have a position at Wanat rhat ecould help protect Nangalam
(Western Pech Economic center) and the headgquarters at Rlessing.
Without something to stop the enemy, they could move down from
the Bella area to Blessing and attack the main FOB {logistics),
the 155mm artillery, and key c2 nodes there, which included Rock
TOC co-located with ANA Bn JOC, ANP District Headguarters, and
Monogai District Center.

with regard to the threat near Bella, we had indications that
there was a large force in the pella area, but we did not
believe they had the ability Lo guickly mass and move down to
the Wanat area without significant indicators. The terrain,
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tribal dynamics, and other factors made it too difficult. During
our time in Afghanistamn. the enemy had not demonstrated that
they could effectively move in mass. Very few times had they
peen able to mass a large force, let alone move it geveral
kilometers then conduct a complex attack without days or weeks
of probing attacks.

When we moved intc Wanat, we believed we could influence the
population. A number of indicators, TO include diacussions at
shuras, led us to believe that the population wanted us to bring
in projects and to take measures, including building roads that
woluld help connect them to the government and help increase
commerce in their area.

Wwe considered other locations near Wanat for the COP. Each one
had its advantages and its own set of problems. In the other
proposed locations we would have been separated from the
population and still subject to attack. Again, the higher up we
put the COP, the more chance we could be isolated by the enemy
and attacked. In that case, it would be much more difficult to
resupply and reinforce our positions. All things being
congidered, the area we gselected for the COP near Wanat was the
best of a number of sub-optimal selutions. Again, we anticipated
the enemy would shoot at Us with indirect fire, but we did not
think, based on our intelligence and our experience that the
enemy would shoot at the civilian population or destroy Wanat
just to fight us.

We initially occupied Wanat with a platoon plus a platoon of
ANA. With regard to enablers/risk mitigators, they had a TOW
vehicle with the ITAS, which gave them a total of five gun
trucks (with heavy weapons). They had priority of fires from the
2x155%s at Abad and 2x155s at Blessing, priority of fires from a
pattalion 120mm mortar, a company €0mm mortar and a battalion
120mm mortar on the COP, an LRAS, an engineer squad and Bobcat.
From 8-12 July we had continuous ISR over the top of them as
well. We understood there was a large amount of dead space near
the COP. Due to the nature of their terrain in Afghanistan,
there will always be dead space. We attempted to mitigate that
by giving the platoon claymore mines and grenades and by
developing a very detailed fire plan.
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Regarding ISR, my understanding was that we would have
continuous ISR until we got Bella collapsed and established
Wanat. By established, 1 mean we had our ground force there and
we were building our ipitial defensive positions. We knew we
would lose it at a certain point and after that period and, as
always, we planned to continue to ask for 1SR. Based on the
previous 14 monthe we clearly understood the reality of the
gituation; that ISR was an extremely limited resource. one that
was going to be allocated to other snits--usually the unit in
contact . There was one, maybe two pred lines for all RC East, SO
it was not something that we could expect toO have continuously.
Along those lines, it is8 important for pecple to undergtand that
1SR, to include full motion videc, is not a ailver bullet. It

normally has to be cued or cross-cued by other sensors to be
effective.

with respect LO supplies and equipment for Wamnat, we did a
detailed plan for the build. Our needs for the build to include
clags IV were laid out in the JFUB packet. We understocd the
importance of class 1V. By that time we had no shortage of class
1V and 1 had no concerns about class IV. Had we not had the
proper building materials laid on I am certain our battalion XO,

the sa, or CPTHE) bypywould have rajsed the issue with me. I spoke

with the outgoing pattalion engineer in my office a few days
prior to the operation and he never mentioned any issues with
supplies or class iv for Wanat.

I knew a civilian heavy engineer equipment company was laid on
from an Afghan civilian construction company. There were delays
with the eguipwent after the operation kicked off, but they were
not a red flag for us. Things were typically delayed in
Afghanistan when dealing with civilian contractors. Because it
was a la-week build plan, getting off schedule by a few days was
not a major concern. I did not see the delay in the heavy
equipment as abort criteria since they were part of the puild
plan, not part of the initial foxce protection plan. I thought
the platoon at Wanat had enough combat poOwer and enablexrs tO
defend their positiong as we built the COP.

1 want to emphasize that the infantry was there to secure the
engineers; the engineers were not there to secure the infantry.
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Remember, the engineers were civilians, they did not add to our
combat power, per Se. My expectation was that the soldiers
understood theiy rask and purpose and my intent and that they
were going to begin preparing their own defensive positions and
continue to improve them over time. I would have expected that
in time we put in overhead cover, but 1 did not give specific
guidance to LT Brostrom regarding overhead cover.

our determination that we had enough combat powexr and the right
enablers at Wanat was baged on our 1l4-months of experience and
interaction with the enemwy over the last 14 months, which
included approximately 50 engagements, rhat they would be unable
to mass a force and conduct a deliberate attack within 4 days of
us occupying that position with no telling indicarors.

1 certainly would have liked to surge additional forces to
assist with this mission, but I had 14 cope/0OPs and a limited
number of soldiers. To surge combat power Lo Wanat would have
meant accepting incredible risk in another location. Again, [
felt like the unit sent O Wwanat was capable—with enablers—cf
securing itself. 1IC ig impertant to remember that we were not
the main effort in either CENTCOM, Afghanistan, RC East, or even
in the 173%™ That was the reality we 1ived with for 14 months -
we worked with. As such, there was simply nowhere for us to
draw additional forces OY resources from.

With regaxrd to the actual construction of the COP, the engineer
squad leader on the ground was the person who would be directing
the civilian engineer assets. That being said, he was not the
0IC. He was there to do the initial site prep. I had planned to
come up and vigit them. If, wnen I did that, I saw issues, 1
would have flexed my TAC to rhat location. I knew a company a2
node would be there soon, because I had planned to send CPT(H)3). by Oscar|
to Wanat after Bella was closed. I discussed the issue with COL
|De|ta| b)3), b)6) | and told him I was sending CPTH)E). b)§)-chosen & up to
Wwanat the first thing on the 12 of July. As such, I felt like
there would be adequate C2 and supervision of the project and
the mission.

As the commander of TF Rock, I had 17 maneuver elements omn 14
COPs spread out over a huge area in our 20. I made every effort
ta circulate to as many units/COPs as I could and was on the
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road virtually every day. In addition, I was responsible for
KLEs and meetings with the province leadership, 17 district
gOVernors, interagency., intelligence elements, NGOs, and SOF and
bringing in initial elements of 1-26. My expectation was that my
X0 and s3, both whom were highly competent officers helped keep
tabs on all ongoing missions, te include Wanat. When I was on
the road 1 was updated periodically via either FM, BLUEFOR
Tracker, or TACSAT and I was able toC igsue guidance and

direction as required.

At no time between the gt" and the 11™ of July did I receive any
reporks regarding fuel, supplies, oY water issues at Wanat. Had
there been issues, I am certain I would have received that
information from my XO OX the S3., Regarding water, we did not
have a battalion SOP that directed how much water the soldiers
carried as each migsion, area, and terrain were different, but
our soldiers always carried at least a camelback and usually
additional water bottles. Qur guys were Very good at PCC and
PCIS, so I am confident the unit leaders/commanders and NCOs
ensured soldiers brought enough water when they went out and
planned appropriate resupplies; they had proficiently
demonstrated this for fourteen months. The scldiers at Wanat
had iodine tablets and water filters that could purify water.
There was a village well approximately 15 metexrs outside the
perimeter at Wanat (petween the COP and the OP) and a river
within 50 meters. The bottom line is had I received or had
anyone at my level received word that the troops at Wanat were
short on water we would have surged water to them. I am
absolutely confident of that .

I do not recall everx receiving a report at any time that they
were “black® on anything at Wwanat. I identified, stated,
trained, and executed my Task Force fight as €2, ISR, fires,
medivac, emergency resupply. and CERP, so the word *black” gets
my staff’s and my atcention very guickly, and I‘m confident nad
1 heard that an element was vhlack” we would have comeé up with
an immediate resupply plan. additionally, my XO was the most
diligent XO I have ever seen and he was on the headset in the
TOC all day everyday dealing with the company X0s and others and
attending to those kinde of details. 1 am absolutely confident
if he would have heard anything about water or supply issues, he
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would have let me know and he would have fixed it right away. We
have several examples of surging the pattalion to rectify
wplack” status and execute emergency resupply even in very
contested times.

Along the same lines, I did not receilve any indicators oY
warnings aftexr the platcoon occupied the position that led me to
pelieve there was an impending attack. Nothing outside the
parameters of what I thought Wanat was going to be like. I want
to highlight that given the discipline and the organization that
that unit had and given rheir experience in combat, if they
would have had an overwhelming feeling that there was a pending
threat, they would have raised that and we would have made
decisions about reinforcing them with more combat power OY
enablers. I was confident that CPTH)E), p)band LT Brostrom [Oscar]
understood their task and purpose at Wanat and that our command
climate was very positive and that if they would have had worthy
concerns, they would have prought them up to me Or another
senior leader (X0, S3, CSM, g3, SGM) who were all very
approachable.

When we initially occupied the position, 1 considered it a
vehicle patrol base. 1 understand that is not a doctrinal term.
It was a term we used in Afghanistan to describe various types
of locations where a unit would initially secure a piece of
ground and secure itself, in some cases, & VPB would grow into a
copP, but there is no specific point in time when a VPB becowmes a
COP.

When the battle began I was in the battalion TOC. I initially
received a call from CPTh)@3), (b)) He was very cailm and seemed to be
in contyrcl of the situation. His calmness under fire was one of
the traits 1 felt made him a very good company commander (I had
been under fire and occasionally in close fights with him on a
number of occasions). He informed me they had 4 KIA. We executed
protective fires, started pulling/stacking up assets, we alerted
ORFs and alerted our TAC. They all started getting ready to go.

The AH-64 QRF and the CAS agsets got omn station much faster than

1 expected them to. We had bombs on target within 30 minutes and
the apaches were on station within about 60 minutes. CPTH)E). p)plOscar]
was calling for fire and our fires desk in the TOC was helping
INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENE)3), (b)() Diamond| rage 8 of 10

000263



him. I believe it made the most sense for me to stay in the TOC
versus going forward during the batrtle. I felt 1ike I could make
decisions and influence the support for the unit in contact best
from the TOC. I had land line as well all of the other comnms
options so I could talk tO bhrigade, division, ete. I feel like I
was the most effective during this fight by working from the
TOC.

1 went to Wanat late morning on the 138, 1 walked the ground
with CP'I'() 1 was impressed by the amount of preparations the
platoon had done. 1 was Vvery surprised that the enemy had fired
from the mesque and Haji Jumagul’s house since the people of
Wanat were Very independent and territorial; it surprised me
that they allowed the enemy to OCCUpY thoge positions and use
them to fire from.

with respect to the decigion to withdraw from Wanat, we did our
best to consider all COAs as opjectively as we could before we
made a recommendatlion. 1 told my staff we have to do mission
analysis o©n this—3 don‘t want to make an emotional decision. LTIC

|(3Hrus|

[ ()3), b)e) ™Y replacement at 1-26 was there and he had some
jnput into the decision.

in reaching our decisionfrecommendation. we looked at our
purposes for going therxe. They were tO connect with the
governor, mentor the ANSF, bring in economic development, and
win over the population. prior to the 13*, we felt like we
ecould influence all of those things.

Some time on the morning of the 13", we realized ouxr governor
was culpable, no one had attacked the district center, the
police chief was culpable, the bazaar was destroyed, and the
population had essentially abandoned us. So while we knew we had
a tactical victeory.

My recommendation was to pull back to Blesging and build a
wcastle-like” op and put renewed effort into pushing the road to
the district center. We pushed our recommendation to higher and
they made the decision that we would withdraw.
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Rights advisement form

SUSPECT’S RIGHTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT/STATEMENT

(b)(3), (b)(6)

NAME (ACCUSED/SUSPECT)

o lsmeyy 4204 0 Gladd

RANK/GRADE LAST FOUR SSN DOB

R%Mua Rec.x
UNIT OF ACCUSED

NAME INTERVIEWER RANK

UNIT OF INTERVIEWER BILLET

LOCATION OF INTERVIEW TIME/DATE
RIGHTS

I centify and acknowledge by my signature und initials set forth below that, before the
interviewer requested a statement from me, he warned me that:

(1) I um suspected of having committed the tollowing of(ense(s); b)3). (b)(®

Ak T2 Dereheion ot bwtvj; |
J— NNy Feaous — 1
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Rights adviserment form

(2) T have the right to remain silent;

(3) Any statemeat | do makc may be used as evidence against
me in trial by court-martial;

(4) T have the ight to consult with lawyer counsel prior to any
questioning. This lawyer counsel may be & civilian lawyer rctained by
me at my own expense, a military lawyer appointed to act as my counsel
without cost to me, or both;

(5) I have the right to have such retained civilian lawyer and/or
appoinied military lawycr present during this interview;

(6) If 1 decide to anywer questions now without a lawyer present,
[ will have the right Lo stop this interview at any time.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

[ further certify and acknowledge that T have read the above statement
of my rights and lully understand them, and that,

(1) 1 expressly desirc 1o waive my right to remain silent;

(2) Iexpressly desire to make a slatcment;

(3) 1cxpressly do not desire to comsult with either a civilian
lawyer retained by me or a military lawyer appointed as my counsel
without cost to me priof to any questioning,

(4) 1cxpressly do not desirc to have such a lawyer present with
me during this interview; and

b)(3), (b)(6

| [Diamond]

Initials

(b)(3). (b)(6)

ImLials

b)(3), (b)(6

Initials

(b)(3), (b)(6)

|Diamond|

Biamond]

Initials

b)(3), (b)(6

Biamond]

Initials

b)(3). (b)(6

Iniizals

b)(3), (b)(6

_|Diamond|

Initials

(0)@3), (b)6)| [Diamond

initials

(b)(3), (b)(6)

Biamond]

Initials

(b)(3), (b)(6)

Initials
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Rights advisement form

(5) This acknowledgement and waiver ol rights is made treely
and voluntarily by me, and without any protuises or threats having been
made to me or pressure or coercion of any kind having been used against

me. (b)), (b)e) [Diamond

Initials
(6) 1 further understand thal, cven though 1 initjally waive my
righis Lo counsel and to remain silent, 1 may, during the interview, _
assert my right to counsel or to remain silent. (b)(3), (b))
Imtials

NOTE: If the suspect indicates that he or she is willing to make a statement, the suspect
should first be asked whether he or she has made a statement in response to guestions
about the suspected offense(s) to anyone he or she believed was acting in a law
enforcement capacity prior 10 the present interview. If the suspect indicates he or she has
previously made such a stutement, advise of the following:

(1) Your previous statement may nol be admissible at courls-martial and may not
be usable against you. (It may not be possible to determine whether a previous statement
made hy the suspect will be admissible at some future court-martiul; this suggests it may
be wise to treal it as inadmissible and provide the cleansing warning).

(2) Regardless of the fact that you have talked about this offensc before, you stll
have the right to remain silent now.

jsement and waiver of rights above.

(b)(3). (b)6) o
15 !EO oy 0%
— SONAITURD Ur ouorow ™ ATE

07572/ Qoo 09

TIME/DATE

(b)(3), (b)(6)

SIGNATURE OF WITNESS TIME/DATE

- — c— - PE———
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Rights adviscment form

The statement which appears on this page (and the following
which are signed by me), is madc freely and voluntarily by me,
or threats having been made to m
against me.

page(s), all of
and withoul any promises
¢ or pressure or coercion of any Kind having becn used

SIGNATURE OF SUSPECT
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