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PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
ITHORITY: Tide 10 USC Section 301; Title 5 USC Section 2951; E.O. 9397 dated Novembe: 22, 1843 (SSN).
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Camp Blessing, Konar Province, Afghanistan 2008/07/16 0656z
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(b)3), (b)(6) L.Gﬁ\il_m [ ®16), ®6) | 04
5 ON QR AD SS

HHC, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry (Airborne), Camp Blessing, Afghanistan, APO AE 09354

9.
1, NL-\J|(b)(3), (b)(6)| . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

On 12 1330z JUL 08 | received a WARNO from L(BI3)_(D)l6)at myself and the BN TAC (-) would be air assaulting into the village of Wanat, |D|a mond |
located in the Waygul valley of Kunar Province. My task was to provide overall C2 for the forces located at Vehicle Patrol Base Kahler (Wanat),
which was a new position that was initially occupied on 8 JUL by 2nd PLT, Chosen Company, 2-503 IN (ABN) following the closing of COP Bella,
My purpose was to synchromize the efforts of Chosen Co (33 pax), Able Co (30 pax), Baule Co (21 pax), 101st Pathfinders (18 pax), and the Afghun
Commando Force (CDO) (126 pax). The BN TAC(-) arrived to Wanat by UH 60 at 13 15552 JUL with six Soldiers from the BN TAC and 10 Soldiers
from the US Special Forces (LSSF) HQ clement. The Afghan Commando force arrived soon afler.
Upon arrival to the VPB, I immediately went to the company CP to find the Chosen Co commander, qm‘qu)a SITREP. C(b}'(mx@hincd Dscar |
that the Able Co PLT was surrently securing the west flank and covering the deadspace between the river and the TILZ. The Batile Company PLT
was in overwatch on the high ground to the southeast and the Chosen Co PLT was occupying the top floor of a building that cevered the draw 1o the
northeast and north, As we walked to these locations, we received a report that 3 x AAF were attempting to exfil a building that was approximately
160 meters to the northeast of OP TOPSIDE. The Battle ¢lement located 1o the southeast could observe the AAL and called in the All 645 Lo engage
and destroy the AAF. My assessment was that Chosen 6 had a good plan to secure the perimeter and that all positions hud adequate force protechion
and that the heavy weapons were cifectively positioned. Upon returning o the CP, I found the SF team leader and discussed the way abead. His initial
desire was to conduct an approach march to the northeast along the valley floor with a march objective of Qalay-c-gal (4 KMs lo the cast). My
| congern was that we did not have adoguste farces securing our northern flank and Chosen 6 agreed that we should have the CDO force clear the high
raund 1o the northwest and establish an OP that could observe all GLOCs into Wanat from the north. 1 also felt that pushing the CDO to the southeast
sstablish an OP on the high ground above the Battle Co Company clement would also give us a significant tactical advantage. %)M)@}-uﬂ and |_Oscar |
.d planned on the same COA. In addition, we all ngreed that once the AC-130 camc on station, the Afghan CDO force should clear the high ground
and all siroctures on the notheast side of the draw that was used by the AAF during their attack. At approximately 13 2000z JUL 08, the CDO force
initiated movement to the gorthwest, northeast and southcast w clear structures, gather intelligence and provide overwateh. A 40 man ¢lement
remained in the village of Wanat to provide a QRF if nceded. The only other SIGACT that night was the PID/E of 6 x AAF by the AC-130 as they
were moving from Qalay-e-gal to Wanat in an atlempl to recon onr positions, gather equipment and ammo, or stage for an early morning attuck.
On the morning of 14 JUL 08 the entire perimeter conducted stand-to as per SOP. Following stand to, GBY(B),_()tB)cted that the local national heavy E)SCGI' |
cquipment operator begin cuiting a road to the structure that the Battle Co element occupied as that would be the now VPB if the decision wus made to
continue to build COP Kahler 1n addition, the Afghan CDO force continusd to clear structures and high ground to the northeast, southeast and
northwest and alao established & position to the south ut the medical clinic. The decision was also made to insert 18 & Pathfinders from the 101, they
immediately hegan W clear trees to improve fictds of fire al the Battle Co position that would besome the uew COP. In.the. carly aflernoon, the SOT.A
clement with the USSE intersepted LGOM trailic batween the Wanat ANP and the AAF tatking ahout evacuated wounded and dead from the previous
days altack. The QRFF CDO inmediately went'te the Waoat District Oenter and disarmed 20 x ANP and TQ'd esch of thom. During this process. the
distriet sub-Governor appeared and was very nervous and apprehensive abount being there. He was lator sent to Asadabad for questioning. Afler a
sesrch of the ANP station, over 100 x AK47s, RPKs, PKMs, RPGs. shotguns, pistols, and thousands of rounds of ammunition wore confiscated and
bronght back to Camp Blessing. The 20 ANF were left with one AK47 each and 100 rounds of ammunition each. The weapons were documented and
{he ANP chief was told he would get the weapons back when the guantity was verificd against the new tashkil and when the ANP took responsibility
for maintaining security in the Wanat area. That night we had numerous 5-7 man elements allempt to probe our perimeter from the northwest,
southwest and south. All were interdicted with direct fire and IDF, the CDO also detained one malo and TQd him. The local national was released just
prior to our movement hack to Camp Blessing. At 14 17002 JUL 08 I received a WARNO from ROCK 6 dirccting that we be prepared o execute two
COAs. The first was to continue with huilding COP Kahler at Wanat 2nd the sccond was to de-construct all positions and withdraw from Wanat
completely. Chosen 7 and his PSGs provided the sling and jingle truck requirement (o withdruw snd we formulated our tentative plan and relayed the
information to the ROCK TOC at Blessing,
The next morning we were given the definitive EXORIJ to withdraw forces from Wanat and immediately began preparations to o 5o whale maintaining
secunty. We built manifests aad load plans snd SKB)(3), (0)]Yyas overall responsible for huilding the slings on the PZ. At 15 08452 JUL 08, the CDO Raven
forve was picked up and moved to JAF, we then slung oul the unused Hescos, the Boheat, the Quadcon, the UAH hulk, and the generator.  The next
chalk consisted of the Pathfinders, the investigation team, the HCT, the combat camera Soldicr, and the engineers. Following this chalk were the 24
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9. STATEMENT (Continued)
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7. STATEMENT  (Continued)

AFFIDAVIT
. | 0)3). (b)®)| |Grav| . HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE 3 . [FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT 1S TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUEN(
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