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(U)  Purpose:  The intent of this document is to provide leaders and soldiers with talking points for use in 
conversation with the local populace and community leaders.  Talking Points are unclassified.  They are 
intended to provide the basic information and direction for conversations that are appropriately tailored for 
a given audience.  Know your audience.  

(U)  You should not read these talking points verbatim.  Not all talking points should be provided 
to every audience.  Present only those talking points appropriate to the situation.  Background 
paragraphs are provided solely for the use of the person delivering the talking points and should 
not be read or presented to the populace.   

Repor                        ports concerning the usefulness or validity of these talking points to CJTF-7 C3IO, 
DSVT                          or email                                                                                             
 
 

The Capture of Saddam 
 

Background:  On 13 December at approximately 2030 hours a joint operation led by coalition 
forces was conducted in the town of Ad Duar approximately 15 KMs south of Tikrit.  This 
operation resulted in the detention of Saddam Hussein.   
  
 
Talking Points:   

• The Capture of Saddam Hussein is a defining moment for the new Iraq. 
• The Coalition has always promised the Iraqi people that the former regime will never 

return to power, and today we made sure that we kept that promise. 
• With the capture of Saddam the people of Iraq close the darkest chapter of their 

history and move forward with a return to normalcy. 
• Saddam is being held at an undisclosed location pending a final determination of his 

future. 
• The Coalition will work with the Iraqi Governing Council and other authorities to 

determine what the next steps will be. 
• Saddam will have to answer for his many atrocities and misdeeds. 
• Iraqis and the Iraqi Authority welcome the final chapter of the dictator’s reign. 
• It is time now for all Iraqis to join together in reconciliation of the torment caused in 

the past by this ruthless dictator. 
• Iraq’s future is very bright, now is the time for Iraq and all the Iraqi people to move 

forward in building a new, representative and prosperous future 
• The Coalition asks that everyone refrain from celebratory fire and the inherent 

dangers it brings. 
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