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25 February 2012 

 

Interview of 

 

[BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible violations of UCMJ 

Article 92, dereliction of duty, and Article 134, service discrediting conduct. waived 

his right to counsel and agreed to make a statement.] 

 

[BG Watson administered the oath to ] 

 

U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in 

substance as follows: 

 

As the NCOIC [noncommissioned officer] of the CI [counterintelligence] team, I coordinated 

with the S2 [staff intelligence] OIC [officer in charge], as well as as to 

at what time and day they wanted to go through the library, and what personnel were going to be 

involved.  My primary duty was to see what we are dealing with and to have an idea how long it 

was going to take us to go through it.  Originally, the plan was to go at night and go through the 

books to see if there was anything written in them and put them back together so that nothing 

was disrupted.  Eventually we were trying to be as transparent as we could with the other units 

that were pulling Task Force Protector and Task Force Tarheel.  In late January, we believed that 

somehow we were compromised, as far as someone let the Mullah know that we were looking at 

him, because he made major changes on patterns of life. 

   

Middle or late January, I went on a recon in the library and found that there were a lot of books.  

The first day, we got there around 0900 or 0915 hours.  I was with 

and and showed up with We sat down and talked about how we 

were going to start.  Every individual was going to grab four or five books, put them on the table, 

and start going through them.   

 

When we found writing in the books, we asked to let us know if it was important or just 

insignificant stuff.  Every time found an extremist book, we put it aside, as per

since he was seeking guidance on what they were going to do with those books.  One 

time, I was trying to get the dust off one of the books by dropping it in the ground, and told 

me, “Hey, hey, you can’t do that, that is a Quran,” and he showed me the proper way to dust 

them off.  After that, I did the same with every book since I could not identify what it was.  We 

stopped around 1930 hours; we grabbed the stuff and the cameras.  

 

The second day we got there around 0915 hours.  We started going through the books again.  We 

still have no guidance on what to do with the books that found extremist.  We did stop at 

1500 hours because we had been asked to help on another force-protection sweep. was 

the linguist the second day, the entire day.  Around ten to fifteen books were segregated the first 

day and around thirty to forty the second day.  I treated every book the same because I really 

could not identify them, and did not tell me if I was reading a Quran or what.  He did not 

identify anything to be a Quran while we were separating them. 
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On the third day, we came around 1015 hours.  I unlocked the door and gave the key to  

because I needed to go back to catch up on some admin stuff that I was behind 

on. from my team showed up about five minutes later, and I told her what to do.  

Nobody else was there at that time.  I came back around 1600 or 1700 hours.  I did not receive 

any further guidance when I came back.   

 

Several stacks of books were on the floor, between the desk and the table, maybe around 80 to 90 

books.  At that time, and 

two or three individuals from his unit, along with were in the library.  There were 

about 10 to 12 people at that time.  There was also and another interpreter that they 

called Between 1700 to 1930 hours, informed me that told him 

that we were going to identify what books needed to come out of the library.  At some point, 

talked to about some books that were radical in nature.  I asked 

“What are these books?” and he told me, “Those are the ones identified that 

should not be in here.” told me that had a better idea what books are what.   

 

At first, told me that those books were going to be storage. overheard  

talking about burning and told told that they 

should not be burned and even went back and told him, “No you can’t burn this.” 

identified the books that were Qurans.  They did not look like Qurans to me, but he said that they 

were.  They were falling apart. and I agreed that the books should be put in storage. 

   

left at one point. said that if any local national see the Soldiers burning the 

Qurans there was going to be a huge problem. came back and said that he was going 

to put the books in the storage.  We put all the books in a piles, grabbed the bags and the 

cameras.  I asked if he needed any help moving the books and he said, “No, I got it” 

and he left.  

  

I left around 1930 hours, thinking that the books where going into storage.  It wasn’t until about 

0230 or 0300 hours that I found out that they took the books to the burn pit.  

  

[End of interview.] 
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