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3 March 2012, 1607 hours 

Interview of 

[At 1608 hours, BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible 
violations of UCMJ, Article 92, dereliction of duty.  At 1610 hours, waived his 
right to counsel and agreed to make a statement.]    

[At 1611 hours, BG Watson administered the oath to ] 

U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in substance 
as follows: 

I am I am assigned to the 535th Military Police battalion. I currently 
work in the training section; but at the time of the incident, I was a member of the night shift on 
the IRF [Immediate Response Force] team.  I have worked in that position since 31 October 
2011 when we arrived in Afghanistan.  On the night of the incident, the personnel working on 
the IRF were myself, .   

This is my second deployment.  My first deployment was to Iraq.  Prior to deploying we did 
some cultural awareness training.  It included a handful of classes on the Afghan people, how to 
approach them, how to talk to them, don’t show the bottom of your feet, what hand to shake 
with.  I never recall ever seeing a Quran, so I can’t say I’ve ever been taught what they look like. 

I arrived on shift at approximately hrs, and the shift actually began at hrs.  I was 
approached by at about and he informed us that he was going to need our help 
loading books onto a truck at about 2130 hours.  He came to the office to talk to us. 
had asked me how many people were on shift; I told him we had about coming on shift 
that night.  He just said there was some contraband that needed to be taken out of the facility, and 
he needed us to load it onto the bed of the truck for him.  I told him I would let the rest of the 
night shift know and that we would take care of it for him.  He did not provide any more details 
other than that the contraband was to be placed in the back of the truck and that the truck was 
going to the burn pit.  I spoke to the rest of the team that night. was in charge of the 
shift that night and was his assistant.  I believe spoke to but

was already gone by the time got to the office.  A detail of this nature is not 
out of the ordinary for our team to perform.  There were no instructions given to us to avoid local 
nationals or ANA [Afghan National Army].   

I assumed this was a special run to the burn pit.  Our team has never been called to assist with the 
removal of contraband items before, and I have never been on a burn pit run, but it is not unusual 
for the IRF to help with details like this.  

The truck arrived at the library at about 2125, and let us into the library.   
did not give us any new information; he just said we needed to load the contraband 

onto the truck.  I stayed just outside the door and other personnel handed me the contraband 
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items.   Personnel were passing off books initially, but that was taking too long, so we tried to 
use a wheelchair, but that wasn’t any faster.  We ended up using empty trash cans to move the 
contraband.   I made one trip from the library to the truck, and the rest of the time I stayed at the 
truck and loaded the contraband onto the truck.  I believe approximately 700-1000 books were 
loaded onto the truck.  There were a handful of them for sure.  We started loading the truck at
about 2125 hours, and we were done loading them by 2150 hours. were 
with me out at the truck the whole time, and the rest of the detail was there periodically as they 
were making trips out to the truck.   

We were not trying to hide anything that we were doing from the ANA; everything we did was 
out in the open.  One of the guys said we had about 3 stacks left; and at that point, we noticed 
that there were 2 ANA that had come out of the escort office to see what we were doing.  By the 
time we finished loading, all of the ANA had come out of the escort office.  I was approached by 
a linguist who told me that we might be throwing out Qurans.  By this time, about 15 more ANA 
were coming out of the office.  I did not have time to address the issue, so I closed the gate and 
told the truck to leave.   The ANA gathered outside the escort office just seemed to be standing 
there watching; but the additional ANA coming out of the escort office seemed to be a little 
excited and upset. were talking to the ANA.  I was not listening to their 
discussion because I was watching the ANA that were moving in around us.  At that point, I was 
concerned about the safety of the people in the truck, so we closed the gate and told the people to 
move.  I don’t know what was told to the ANA about where the truck was going.  When the 
truck left, a couple people sat down to smoke and the rest of us remained standing and tried to 
make sure the ANA didn’t move behind us. went inside to tell OPS what was
happening while was speaking to the The came out 
and was told by to go speak to operations.  The ANA walked away with the 
Colonel; they went to operations about 5 minutes later.   

We watched the ANA Colonel and ANA personnel go back toward operations, and I returned to 
our office. , the acting battle captain, came to our office and asked what had 
happened and what we had all done.  We told him we had been tasked to move contraband out of 
the library and onto the truck when the ANA approached us and a linguist told us they may have 
been Qurans.  I told the that we were approached by the ANA, and we were concerned for 
the truck and had it leave.  The left our office but called about 5 minutes later and told us to 
go and find the truck and bring it back. and I retrieved a HMMWV and went to 
both incinerators on the base but did not find the truck.  We tried the incinerator closest to our 
office first, but it was closed down, so we went to the other one on the other side of BAF.  We 
went straight to operations and told them that we couldn’t find the truck, but we were told by 
operations that the truck went to storage and we could go back to our office.  We don’t have 
radios that will work outside our facility, so we were not able to communicate with anyone while 
we were out at the incinerators.  

There was never any discussion while we were loading the contraband onto the truck about the 
materials being Qurans.  There were 2 ANA outside smoking, but they were just watching us 
load the truck.  They did not say anything to us, and they did not seem excited about our actions 
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or what we were loading onto the truck.  There was never any mention of Qurans until we were 
done loading the truck and the linguist approached us. 

I have never been inside the library.  I was not aware that a search was being conducted in the 
library in the days prior to the incident.  There was no talk among the team that a search was 
being conducted or anything that was found in the library.   

We’ve had some discussion among the team about the incident after the fact.  I have attended 
meetings with since the incident but have never really discussed the incident with 
either

To summarize, is the person who approached us to ask for the detail to take the load 
out of the library. told us the contraband was going to the burn pit.  did 
not say the books were religious in nature. did not tell us to keep the books hidden 
from the ANA.  At the end of the loading, a linguist approached us and told us there may be
religious material in the books.  The ANA that approached with the linguist were upset by what 
they saw.  Our actions to remove the truck from the scene were not motivated because there may 
have been religious materials on the truck; our actions to remove the truck were to safeguard the 
Soldiers in the truck. was part of the IRF detail that loaded the contraband onto the 
truck.  When the linguist said there may be religious material and the ANA were coming down 
the hallway toward us and said he was going to tell operations what 
was happening.  After the truck departed, came out, and we rendered a report to him 
about what happened, to include the fact the linguist said there might be religious material on the 
truck.  About 5 minutes later, we received a phone call from to stop the truck and 
return with it so we could check the materials on the truck. and I retrieved a 
HMMWV [High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle] and searched for the truck at both 
incinerators on base, but we did not find the truck.  We returned to the detention facility and 
went to operations.  At no time were we told we needed to hide our actions from local nationals 
or the ANA.  We were told to remove the books from the library because they were contraband. 

[Interview terminated at 1653 hours.] 
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