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 24 February 2012 

Interview of 

[BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible violations of UCMJ 
Art 92, failure to follow order or regulation and dereliction of duty, Article 134.
waived his right to counsel and agreed to make a statement. ]   

[This transcription is provided through notes taken by U.S. Forces-
Afghanistan, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate.]

U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in substance as 
follows:

I am the I answer to the 
Battalion Most of my guidance comes directly from the Battalion 
Commander, 535th. 

I was aware of the library operation. Initially, I saw the spot reports about I saw 
intel reports from the battle desk operations.  Anytime you get a report that you think involves 
insider threats, it is forwarded to the CI (counter intelligence). I believed that was 
involved in insider threats.  I recommended a search to the battalion commander.  The battalion 
commander authorized the search and I told him that CI was involved as well.  The battalion 
commander did not give me specific instructions on what to look for; he said look for anything 
of intel value.  I was under the impression I only needed the battalion commander’s 
authorization.

I did not issue any guidance on the search and its limits.  I was not involved with the search for 
the first two days.  I only dropped in from time to time.  But CI did the search.  The initial 
request came from a person within the command at CI, and I took the request to the battalion 
commander.  The people doing the search came from another unit. 

The search lasted three days.  Again, I was not involved in the first two days.  It was not my 
team, it was the CI.  In the afternoon of the third day, the Chief, CI came to me and said he 
needed additional help.  I went down at 1300 hours and the team who was already working was 
at lunch.  When they returned, I asked what they were looking for in the library.  They informed 
me they were searching for books with significant amounts of writing and notes stuffed in the 
pages.  They did not debate about what was in the books; that was left up to the linguists. 

On the third day, we were not only looking for messages but also radical materials; we were 
looking at the nature of the books on the third day.  I am not sure if the decision to conduct a 
search for radical materials was made before I got there, but the linguist was going through the 
books and looking.  The three linguists present were making the decisions about which books 
were of a radical nature. We took a lot of pictures at first.  We would take a picture, and then set 
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the books aside so linguists could look at them later.  If there was no writing in the book, it was 
put back on shelf for linguists to look at the content.   
There was no system in place.  Some books were set aside to be looked at by the linguist, and 
some books with no writing on them went back on the shelf.  The linguists would make their 
choice and decide which pile to put the books in.  If the book wasn’t placed in a pile, they put the 
book back on the shelf.  I am not certain, but I assume that if the radical book was part of a set, 
they would take out all the volumes of that set.  I don’t know the linguists’ system.

All the books on the floor were to be removed because of writings or the radical nature of the 
writing in the books.  When I left, all the books on the floor by the exit were staged to be 
removed.  I did not know if any of the books were Qurans. The linguists did not tell me any of 
the books were Qurans. 

I was not physically present for the conclusion of the search, but the plan was for a truck to be 
loaded with books and go to the burn pit at the normal run time.  The plan was discussed with all 
of the linguists present, but I don’t think anyone looked them in the eyes and said, “These books 
will be burned later.”  The books were identified as contraband.  That is why they would be 
burned per SOP (standard operating procedure).  The SOP for collecting and disposing of 
contraband is to log anything that comes from a cell on a Form 4137; then it is locked in a 
drawer for a month.  The purpose of the log is that if anyone wants to see the contraband, we 
keep it so anyone can come back and pull it.  No, there was not a log done for this contraband.  
There was never an intent to hold this contraband. 

If there is a DFIP (Detention Facility in Parwan) SOP for the handling of Qurans, I haven’t seen 
it.  I know we are supposed to respect the Quran and any non-Muslim is not supposed to touch it.  
There was a very informal training process on the handling of the Quran during the RIP (relief in 
place), and the S2 NCOIC (Noncommissioned Officer in Charge), told me not to touch it and not 
even walk over it.

No, the battalion or brigade commander did not tell me this material was to be burned in the burn 
pit.  To come to this decision, I referred to the S2 battle drill, that was our source document.  I 
was not present at the conclusion of the search, but more than likely it was

The battle drill is our standard procedure.  There are exceptions in the battle drill for 
large items to go immediately to the burn pit.  We only have a small drawer for evidence. 

Yes, I was involved in the search and knew the plan beforehand concerning what was to happen 
to the material.

I did not know any of the materials on the floor for removal were Qurans.  I was not 100% sure 
Qurans were in the library.  I cannot read the language.  I knew there were religious materials
there.  The interpreters never said any of the books were Qurans. 

There was a plan to disguise or hide the removal of the books from the local nationals and the 
ANA (Afghan National Army), but the reason was to keep away from the librarian himself.  So 
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they thought that the books were going into long-term storage.  I was not there when the books 
were being carried out.

Myself, the an analyst and a collector were present 
during the segregation of the books.  They are all my soldiers and not part of the CI team.  There 
were more people there.  People came and went, but there were about nine U.S. and three 
linguists; plus two other linguists.  Yes, the order to carry the books to the burn pit was my 
SGT. My NCOIC coordinated the truck and driving the books to the burn pit.   
I was not there for the final hour and a half, but before I left, I would estimate 300-400 books 
were separated for removal.  It is my understanding there were more than that. 

I was not there the first two days.  The first time my personnel entered the library was on the 
third day.  The CI team is part of TF (Task Force) Viper and not the 535th.  My team came in to 
help on the third day.  My team was present in the library from 1300 or 1400 hours until the 
search concluded at 1930 hours on the third day. was told that they were cleaning 
the library and he couldn’t come back until it was done. 

I am responsible for everything my Soldiers do, but my gave the Soldiers specific 
instructions to take the books to the burn pit.  No, I did not ask if there were Qurans.  It was 
reasonable to ask, but I did not. 

The battalion commander did not know specifically that the books would go to the burn pit.  He 
gave guidance to get rid of the books and I took the SOP for guidance on the procedures of 
contraband, which was to take it to the burn pit. 

No, a translator never told me there were Qurans or religious books there. 

There should have been more care taken to pull out and respect the Qurans. 

[End of interview.] 
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