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SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form, see AR 190-45; the proponent agency is ODCSOPS

| LOCATION | paTE ®6|6e. HmEME <b)(6i: ®3. GELE NUMBER

Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, APO AE 09354 23 Feb 12 93/ 0053-12-CID369-76040

\ME UMBER S

| (0)6). (0)(3), (B)Ne [ 06,00 o0 | (©)6). (b)(3), (b))
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

535" MP BN, DFIP. CSH, BAF (TF Tarheel)

(b)), (0)3), (B)(Ne | want to make the following Statement under oath:
On Feb 20™ around 2100| (£)(6), ()(3), (B)(7)c |came into the Vocational area asking the A Team

members to assist in the moving of various stacks of text from out of the library into the back of a supply
truck. At the time we were under the impression these various text were contraband because they had been
written in by detainees. I began carrying stacks of books from out of the library to the truck and handed the
books up to an individual assisting in the loading process. I finished up around 2230 and relocated myself
back to the A Team room to continue other various task. It was not until after the loading of the texts that [
was notified that some of the text may or may have not been Koran. I was aware only of the fact that these
texlts were contraband and being taken to the burn pit to be destroyed per the SOP.

Q. (b)), (b)(7)c

Al 6)6), (b)(3). (b))

Q. Did you type the above narrative?

A. Yes. .

Q. Who were the members of the "A Team?"

A. Myself)| (B)6), (B)3), B)(T)c

o). 0@, o

Q. Who iS| (6)(6), (K)(3), (b)(7)c [’

A. He is a member of the 535™ MP BN, who works in the S-2 of the DFIP under

Q. Who is[ oo ore

A. He is also a member of the 535" MP BN and he works in the Supply warehouse.

Q. Whois[ _®©.0m: |

A. He is the NCOIC of the S-2 to my knowledge.

Q. What were you told about these books?

A. That they were contraband written in by detainees and per SOP needed to be destroyed via the burn pit.
Q. At what point were you told the books may be Qur'ans or religious material?

A. After they were loaded and the ANA came to us with their General and told us some of them may be
Qur'ans.

Q. When you loaded the vehicle to be taken to the burn pit, did you know any of the books to be Qur'ans?
A. No.

Q. Did anyone know that the material was Qur'ans at this point?

A. No.

Q. About how many books do you estimate were removed and loaded on the LMTV?

A. I would say anywhere from 1500 to 2000.

Q. Can you describe the condition of the books?

A. They were all in stacks on the floor of the DFIP library and were 0]d(.b)()(7)c
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STATEMENT OF (b)(6), (b)(3), (b)(7)c TAKEN AT Bagram Airfield, Afghanic _ DATED 23 Feb 12 CONTINUED.

Q. Do you have anything further to add to this statement?
A. No. ///END OF STATEMENT///

(b)), (b)(3), (D)7

C

AFFIDAVIT
I ()(6), ()3, (b)(7)e , HAVE READ OR HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT, WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE
2. TFULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL

CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT

FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OR BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL

INFULENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

e |

y (b)(6), (b)(3), (b)(7)c

WITNESSES:

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by Law to

administer oaths, this 23rd day of February, 2012 at the 22" MP BN (CID),

(b)(6). (b)(7)e
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS ath)
(b)(6), (b)(7)c
(Typed Name of Person Administering Qath)
10 USC 936
(Authority to Administer Oaths)
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3 March 2012, 1506 hrs

Interview of
| B)6), (6)3), B)7)c |

[At 1507 hrs, BG Watson advised [ 06, 0. 0m: Jof his UCMI, Article 31 rights for possible
violations of UCMJ Article 92. dereliction of duty. At 1509 hrs,| oe.0e. 0@ |waived his right
to counsel and agreed to make a statement. |

[At 1511 hrs, BG Watson administered the oath to| .6 o ||

| (b)(©). B)E). B)Ne |U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in
substance as follows:

I am| (©)6), ()3, (B)(7e | Tam assigned to the 535th Military Police battalion. Right now. I
work in the warehouse, but at the time of the incident. I was on the night shift of the IRF
(Immediate Reaction Force) team. I have worked in that position since I arrived on this
deployment on 31 October 2011. I was not aware [ would be working in that position until I
arrived in theater.

We arrived into the office about 1830 hrs every night. Immediately coming into the office, we
knew we would have to help move the books onto a truck. told us we would have
to perform the detail. When we received the tasking, they told us that the books were on the
floor in the library, and at 2130 hrs, one of the S3 (staff operations) would come down and
unlock the door so we could get into the library to get to the books. We started loading the
books around 2130 hrs. I was the first IRF team member into the library and grabbed a pile of
books that were on the ground. The rest of the team followed suit, grabbed a pile of books, and
carried the books out to the truck. At one point, we did use the garbage cans that are on wheels
to help move the books. None of us were aware of what type of bocks they were. We thought
they were being removed because they contained contraband. Inever thought that any of the
books were Qurans.

Qur office had received a phone call from operations saying that we were moving the books. We
knew they were going to the burn pit because the supply Soldiers who make the burn pit run
every night were there with the truck. We knew the books were going to the burn pit, but no-one
in particular told us that; we just assumed the order had been passed on by [oe. 0@, (b)(7)c|'m
operations. There was no discussion about keeping the books away from the (Afghan
National Army). We thought it would be best if the ANA were not involved in moving the
books just because the books contained contraband. The ANA did see us moving the books and
one of them saw the writing on the books and left to get their Colonel and a linguist. The truck
was backed into an area near the smoking area. The ANA seemed to be really upset. We had
already loaded all of the books onto the trucks. and they were highly upset. One of the ANA
said that the books might be Qurans. an told them that someone should go and talk
to in operations. They went and got their Colonel from the ops area, so we assumed
the Colonel came from their ops office. The truck left for the burn pit at around 2230-2245 hrs
right as the ANA Colonel was approaching. Someone did tell the truck to go; it was kind of a




Interview of | (b)), (B)(7)c
3 March 2012 at 1506 hrs

joint decision among all of us to move the truck out fast, before the ANA Colonel got there.
because we knew they were upset and we didn’t want anything to happen to the supply guys who
were loading the truck. There was definitely a sense of uneasiness, and we all had mixed
emotions, but we did not think that the books were Qurans; we thought that they were just
contraband. [ would say about 15 ANA were gathered near the truck, including the ANA
Colonel and the linguist. [ ©xe. &, ®x |tried to inform them that we were moving the books as we
were ordered to do and that they should go and talk to the higher ups in operations if there was a
problem. 1don’t know where the ANA Colonel went. After the ANA mob gathered around us,
the rest of the ANA went back to the escort section; they were upset and refused to work.

The IRF team that performed the detail that night included: | ()6), (b)(3f, fbffvfc |
(6)(©). (B)(3), (B)(7)e |and mysell. | ©©.®6.60c Ispoke to

the Colonel because we decided it was better if only one person addressed the ANA instead of all
7 of us trying to talk to them. | ®®.®@. ©0c |did not tell the ANA where the books were going; he
did not say the books were going into storage or to the burn pit.

1 had never been inside the library before: the door is locked most of the time. We knew that
searches were being conducted in the library. Idid not hear anything about what type of books
or material were found in the library during their searches.

I have a high sense of distrust with the ANA. [have personally trained the ANA troops and I"ve
worked hand-in-hand with the ANA, but none of the rest of the IRF has. I don’t distrust all of
them. but it does exist. I feel like the team handled the situation to the best of our knowledge and
the best of our ability. We did not react to the situation based on mistrust of the ANA, but rather
on their attitude and the building emotions at the time of the event.

Prior to deployment, we went through a language class but as far as cultural awareness, a lot of
the focus was or: the fact we were going to be guarding detainees. That put us on the defensive
immediately knowing that we were going to be dealing with radical Islamists. [didn’t feel likea
lot of emphasis was put on both sides of their culture, but rather on the fact that we were going to
be guarding the DFIP and our fellow Soldiers. I don’t feel like we received focused training on
the civilian side of their culture.

This is not my first deployment; [ have also been deployed to Kirkuk and Karbala in [raq. We
did not really discuss how to handle or deal with the Quran before this deployment. [ have a
little bit of knowledge from my prior deployments and 1 know that Muslims don’t preach
violence. [ understand that the Quran is important to their culture. I know how important it is if
they are pulling it out of a fire with their bare hands. I think every Soldier, 12 years into a war,
should understand the importance of the Quran to the people.

The team knew the books were going to the burn pit. The team knew the books were
contraband. The team did not know the books were religious materials. The team was aware of
the ANA’s reaction to us moving the books, and the team did know that the ANA said that the
books were Qurans. None of the ANA showed violent actions, but we wanted to ensure the
safety of the Soldiers, The ANA were excited. but they did not show a threat at the time. We
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were focused on protecting the Soldiers driving the truck. Our intent on removing the truck
from the area had absolutely nothing to do with the books contained in the truck.

[Interview terminated at 1549 hours. |
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