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26 February 2012 

 

Interview of 

 

[BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible violations of UCMJ  

Article 92, failure to obey orders/regulations, and Article 134, citing dereliction of duty.  

waived his right to counsel and agreed to make a statement.] 

 

[BG Watson administered the oath to ] 

 

U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in substance as follows: 

 

I am the . 

 

The battalion officer and the brigade officer have expressed 

concern about the library.  One time, the battalion intelligence officer asked me when the best 

time to conduct the search of the library would be, and I gave couple of options.  Around  

16 or 17 February, approached me and informed me that he intended to conduct the search on 

18 or 19 February, with the scope being to find contraband.  I believe that in the evening of 

Saturday, 18 February, informed me that had located numerous items of extremist 

literature during the course of the search.  When informed me of that, I thought that was 

referring to pamphlets, notes from detainees, magazines, or things of that nature.  On Sunday, 

they told me that they had not found more materials and that they intended to burn the extremist 

literature.  On Tuesday morning, I was informed that some of my Soldiers burned Qurans by 

mistake.  I had no idea that there were Qurans in the library. 

 

The SOP [standard operating procedure] for contraband reads that the Military Police 

Investigators [MPI] screen all contraband, and it is approved by TF-435.  We have recently 

reviewed our SOP and had initiated a change in that practice to place S2 in charge of screening 

and removing contraband.  Once contraband is discovered, it is reported to operations and turned 

into S2 for cataloging and examination.  S2 takes and maintains possession of that contraband.  If 

the contraband is a note that does not have intelligence value, it is generally destroyed.  

 

I did not ask for a plan for this search because my understanding was that this was carried out in 

conjunction with brigade, and I assumed that this was a brigade operation.  I understood this 

operation was part of the normal duties of the battalion intelligence office and this would be 

something that would not seek my approval for.   The battalion intelligence officer briefed 

during staff meetings, while the battalion commander was present, that there had been suspicions 

about items in the library for several weeks, and that intended to conduct a search in the 

library in the future.  To my knowledge the battalion commander never asked the battalion 

intelligence officer for a plan to conduct this search.  In general, my commander maintains very 

good situational awareness of battle space.  At the time of the incident, there was a lot of 

other stuff happening on top of the normal procedures. 

 

[Interview terminated.] 
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