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4 March 2012, 1112 hours 
 

Interview of 

 
[At 1113 hours, BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible 
violations of the UCMJ, Article 92, dereliction of duty.  At 1115 hours, waived his 
right to counsel and agreed to make a statement.]   
 
[At 1116 hours, BG Watson administered the oath to .] 
 

U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in substance as 

follows:  
 
I am .  I am assigned to 

battalion as a 
I have worked in that position since .  I’ve been a 

since I’ve been in the military, but I haven’t been doing my actual duties.  I arrived in 
Afghanistan in . 
 
Before I came into theatre, I did not receive any cultural training on religious materials.  We 
received basic cultural training on the country and the people.  I have never had to handle 
religious materials for my job or as part of any training. 
 
I am familiar with the search of the library, but my mission was primarily to conduct screenings.  
I was not in the library during the search on the first day.  The only day I went to the library was 
on the third day of the search, at approximately 1345 hours, on Monday.  It was pretty scattered 
because the search is not my primary mission, but I did hear pieces and parts about what was 
going on during the search.  There was no intent that I was ever going to be part of the search 
from the start; I was called in at the last minute.  I knew the search SOP [standard operating 
procedure] just from being part of the team.  I was not part of the night mission search, nor did 
the team ever discuss how the search was going.  They did bring a burn bag of papers back to the 
office, so I knew they were finding things.  They did not say what they were finding and since 
the writings were in a different language, I didn’t know what anything was.  I only knew there 
were religious materials in the library because the was putting it together.  
would talk about the search in the library and did say that there was extremist material in the 
library.  Collectively, they were saying a lot of the material was radical and extremist in nature.   
I don’t have an opinion on what percentage of the books were being identified as radical or 
extremist. did say there was a bulk amount of the books, about 20%, that may be books of 
that nature.   
 
On the third day, I helped with the search and went into the library with went 
to randomly go through books I received guidance from my told 
me to go through the books and pick out materials and show it to the interpreters so they could 
tell what it was.  was to my right at the table, and was also going through a stack of 
books.  To my understanding, was looking for intelligence materials in the books.  
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was all over the library, and predominantly gave an opinion on both the intel value of materials 
and the radical nature of the books.   didn’t give his recommendation for removal of books to 
anyone in particular; he would just talk out loud.  Whenever there was intel, would take it out 
and have us take pictures.  If the book was extremist, it would go on the table at that time.  At 
1345 hours, I went in with the intent to just collect intel.  The whole separating the books 
concept came at a later time.  I left the library that night around 1930 hours, with the rest of the 

team.  I would say about 1730 hours, the focus shifted from the intel value of the books to the 
radical nature of the books.  I was following what everyone else was doing, so if someone told 
me to put a book in the stack because it was radical in nature, then I did it. I was just following 
orders.  The focus just became separating the extremist material getting it out of the library.  That 
focus came from the leadership: , and my first line supervisor, 
I thought that separating the books was part of the plan and that the procedure was already in 
place when I arrived at the library. 
 
At one point, I did cut a piece of evidence out of a book. chastised me for doing that 
and corrected me.  That’s when I came to a direct understanding that a lot of the materials were 
serious, and we should be careful in handling them.   
 
None of the linguists were visibly upset by the way we were handling the books.  There was 
mention about the fact that some of the books we were handling were religious books.  There 
was a general discussion about where the books would go and that they were putting the books 
into a storage container.  There could have been some discussion about the books going to the 
burn pit, but the only thing I know for sure that was going to be burned were the items that were 
specifically placed into burn bags.  In my mind, I had high confidence that the books were going 
to be put into the storage container.  There was no reason that we would burn those books.  I had 
no reasonable doubt that the books would ever be burned.  They’re books; you don’t burn books.  
I don’t recall any conversation between , or about burning the 
books; did hand over the keys to who told that they had it from 
here.  When I left the library, I had no concern about where the books were going.  My only 
concern was getting the intel material back to the office.  At no time was there a concern that the 
local nationals might see the books being removed from the library. 
 
[Interview terminated at 1142 hours.] 
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