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4 March 2012, 1547 hours

Interview of 

[At 1548 hours, BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible 
violations of UCMJ Article 92, dereliction of duty, and Article 107, false official statement.  At 
1550 hours, waived his right to counsel and agreed to make a statement.]   

[At 1552 hrs, BG Watson administered the oath to ] 

first being duly sworn, did testify 
in substance as follows:

I am .  I am assigned to and am the snatch team leader 
and assistant NCOIC [noncommissioned officer in charge] of the nightshift for the IRF 
[Immediate Reaction Force].  I have worked in that position for around two months.  I was also 
on the QRF [Quick Response Force] team and worked in DHU-F [Detainee Housing Unit-F].  I 
deployed to Afghanistan at the end of July 2011.  was the NCOIC for the day shift, 
and is the NCOIC of the night shift of the IRF. 

On the night of 20 February, myself, , , ,
and were on shift.  The details of the night are a little fuzzy; we’ve been told 

to take our minds off it and try not to think about it.  The details are getting fuzzy.  Shift change 
for the IRF happens at 1830 and 0630 hours.  I arrived on shift at 1830 hours.  
told me when I came back from chow at about 1930 hours, that the IRF was tasked to help 
remove books from the library.  He told me that we were going to move books from the library 
to a truck to help out supply.  He did not say why we were going to move the books from the 
library, but it did not seem suspicious because we get all kinds of details.  Sometimes we get 
calls from ops to perform details, sometimes we get details carried over from the day shift.  

We had heard about a search going on in the library the past few days, but we hear a lot of 
rumors, so we didn’t really believe it.  I don’t really believe what I hear is going on in the DFIP 
[Detention Facility in Parwan] until it actually happens.  There were no rumors about what the 
search might have found.  After chow, there was no reason for further coordination on the detail 
because it wasn’t supposed to happen until 2100 hours.  We were just supposed to meet supply at 
the library at 2100 hrs to move the books to the truck.  I don’t remember having to perform any 
other details or duties outside the office before we were due at the library, so I stayed in the 
office until it was time for the detail.  I can’t say if came down to the IRF office when 
I was out at chow or any other time.  We were just sitting in the office watching a movie; there 
was no discussion about having to move the books.   

[At 1403 hrs, stated:  “I think I’m done with this interview, Sir. I feel like I’m 
being set up though, sir.  He did not request legal counsel, and when BG Watson stated that it 
was “a simple question,” continued to answer BG Watson’s questions.] 

I never spoke to about removing the books from the library.  There was never any 
discussion before the detail regarding what we were about to do.  said that he 
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spoke to while I was away at chow.  I did not ask for any additional 
details about the library tasking.  In the past, we’ve also been tasked to escort fuel trucks, move 
detainees, and organizing things outside and helping the escorts; it’s always something else every 
night.  The detail just seemed like someone else needing our assistance because they know that 
we have a lot of down time.   

I have never helped with the 2100 hours burn pit run, and I did not know until after the fact that 
there was a regular 2100 hours burn pit run. 

I don’t know who the supply person was who met us to let us into the library.  I don’t personally 
know , but I know him by face. helped us move the books that night.  
It was brought up that the books were contraband and that was the reason why they were being 
moved.   

When we got into the library, there were a lot of books that were supposed to be moved.  I went 
to a table and was going to start moving the books off the table, but a told me to only 
remove the books that were on the floor; she did not tell me where the books were going.  At 
first, we were each taking stacks of books and carrying them out to the truck, but that seemed 
like a waste of time and it was difficult getting past each other through the door, so we grabbed a 
garbage can and started putting the books in that.  The truck arrived around 2130 hours.  As soon 
as they came in and told us they were ready to go, and we started moving the books.  No-one told 
us that we should hide what we were doing from the ANA [Afghanistan National Army] or try to 
make it low visibility.  We were just moving the books out of the library and trying to get done 
with the detail because we still had to escort fuel trucks that night, conduct perimeter and door 
lock checks, and routine things that we needed to do.  

After we started loading the truck, some ANA walked out of escorts and saw us moving the 
books.  They just wanted to see what was going on at first, but then their numbers seemed to 
multiply.  They were watching us’ they started talking to each other, and then they moved toward 
us and started getting in our way.  We told them they had to leave because we were trying to 
work.  One of them told us “no good,” but that was near the end of the encounter.  A linguist 
came out and told us that there were Qurans in the books that we were moving.  There were still 
about three stacks in the library that had to be moved.  I continued to talk to the linguist about 
whether he was sure there were Qurans in the books.  By the time we finished talking, there were 
more ANA coming out of escorts, and we were done loading the truck.  With the linguist telling 
me there were Qurans in the truck, and Americans were moving them, and being surrounded by 
ANA, that’s why I told the truck to leave.  All the ANA had just come out and found out that we 
were moving Qurans, and we’re not supposed to be touching Qurans, I didn’t want anything to 
happen, so I wanted the truck to leave for their safety. I was worried about their safety, and I 
didn’t want to take a chance.  I was told to move books, so it wasn’t my concern if there were 
Qurans in there.  I was concerned about the safety of the people in the truck, so I told them to 
leave.  The ANA were just standing around talking, and other than the one ANA saying “no 
good” once, no-one else told us there was anything wrong with what we were doing.  If there 
were Qurans in the library, they should have been separated from what we were told to move. 
When I worked in the housing unit, all the books were separated on a shelf away from all the 
other books, and the linguists searched those; we’re not allowed to touch them.  In my opinion, if 
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we were going to be moving books, everything should have been separated and we should have 
moved what we were allowed to move.  There is no way I could have known the difference 
between a Quran and any of the other books that we moved.   

Right when the incident was over, I found out that the truck was going to the burn pit.  I did not 
tell the linguist that the books were going into storage.  I just told him that we had to load up the 
books; I was trying to make him understand that we were trying to carry out an order.   

did not tell me that the books were going to the burn pit when he told me about 
the detail.  Neither did or , or .  Nobody told me 
they were going to the burn pit until I talked to ops after the truck left.   

After the truck left, I started talking to the ANA Colonel through the linguist; I was apologizing, 
telling him it was a mistake and that we didn’t try to bring discredit on anything that was in 
there; it was just that we needed to load the books, so we loaded the books.  I told him that we 
apologized and meant no disrespect and that he should go and talk to ops.  That’s when a U.S. 

came out of ops.  The also apologized to the ANA Colonel, and said that he 
would figure out what was going on and that we didn’t mean any disrespect.  After the 
came out of ops and spoke the ANA Colonel and linguist, everything seemed taken care of, so I 
went down to ops.  Everything seemed back to normal; the ANA calmed down and even asked 
us for lighters to light their cigarettes.  The mood was pretty casual, and people were just sitting 
around talking.  It seemed like everything was taken care of.   

When I went into ops, asked if I knew where the burn pit was.  I did, so he sent 
and I to find the truck.  We went to the waste treatment area first to see if they went 

there.  We didn’t see anyone there or tracks in the snow, so we went over to the main side to look 
for the truck.  It took maybe five minutes to get there, max; we stopped out on the road because 
there was a wire strung across the T-walls.  You can see all the way down to the incinerators
from the road, and we couldn’t see anyone or any vehicles so we thought maybe they were 
closed. There was a shack up by the road, but I didn’t see anyone sitting inside of it; I didn’t 
know that burn pit was open 24 hours.  We went back to ops.  We did go to the second burn pit, 
but we did not see any local nationals or MPs.  I didn’t see any flames or anyone around the 
incinerator.  It seemed like the drive to the burn pit only took about five minutes.   

I went back to ops to tell that we couldn’t find the truck.  He said that the truck 
didn’t go to the burn pit that it went to the warehouse.  So, I went to the gym. 

I came on shift about 1830 hrs on 20 February.  At 1930 hours, told me that the 
IRF received a detail to load books out of the library onto a truck that supply was bringing; the 
truck was supposed to arrive at 2100 hours. did not tell me that the books were 
religious books.  did not tell me we had to hide it from the ANA. 

never told me that the books were going to the burn pit.  At no time did anyone tell 
me that those books were going to the burn pit.  The truck arrived at 2130 hours with three 
people, and I was told to only remove the books that were on the floor of the library.  In the 
course of moving the books, no one said anything about the books being religious books.  No 
one said the books were going to the burn pit.  During the course of loading the books, we 
encountered some ANA and a linguist told us that there were Qurans among the books.  I learned 
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that there were Qurans among the books before I told the truck to depart.  I still did not know 
that the truck driver had orders to go to the burn pit; I just told them to get away from where we 
were at.  Once I learned that there were Qurans on the truck, I did nothing to stop the truck from 
leaving.  I told the truck to leave because I feared for the safety of the drivers.  Subsequent to 
that, I spoke to an ANA officer and a linguist and told him that the books were removed from the 
library and when he said he wanted to talk to somebody else, I told him he had to go to ops.  I 
did not tell the linguist that the books were moved because they had writing in them; I told him 
that we got an order to move the books, so we moved the books.  After I spoke to the ANA, I 
went inside ops and spoke to ; he asked if I knew where the burn pit was.  That was 
the first time I was told the truck was going to the burn pit.  I was instructed to go to the burn pit 
and bring the truck back.  and I went and retrieved a HMMWV to go and look 
for the truck.  The first burn pit we went to was the new burn pit that has not opened yet.  From 
there, we immediately left for the burn pit on BAF main.  When we got there, there was no truck 
and no people; the place looked deserted.  We went straight back to DFIP ops and told them that 
we could not find the truck.  At no time during the detail did I ever hear a discussion that the 
books were going to the burn pit.   

[Interview terminated at 1644 hours.] 
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