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24 February 2012 

Interview of 

[BG Watson advised of his UCMJ, Article 31 rights for possible violations of 
UCMJ Art 92, failure to follow an order or regulation and dereliction of duty, Article 134.   

waived his right to counsel and agreed to make a statement. ]   

[This transcription is provided through notes taken by U.S. Forces-
Afghanistan, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate.]

U.S. Army, first being duly sworn, did testify in 
substance as follows:

I am the .  I do not own the library.  The S2 (staff intelligence) works 
for me. The S2 said they wanted to go into the library but they never said anything about CI 
(counter intelligence) screening.  I did not authorize a search of the library.  The S2 is a brigade 
asset.  I own S2 mentioned they wanted to look 
in the library for notes.  That was the first discussion.  They were looking for letters the librarian 
could have placed there.  I understood they were going to conduct a search. 

I learned about the segregating of books at 2130 hours and that they would go to the burn pit.  I 
walked by the library on the 19th and saw personnel in the library going through books.  Some 
were U.S. Soldiers, some were in civilian clothing.  There were no personnel under my
command in there at the time.  They were taking proper care of the materials; they were storing 
them in a central area all together.  They were handling the books in a proper manner.  They 
were not segregating books on that day. 

I was approached by someone in the S2 but I don’t know if it was the S2 NCOIC 
(noncommissioned officer in charge); the S2 knew a search was going on.  The S2 mentioned 
some material and used the term ‘radical.’  On another occasion, I was entering DFAC (Dining 
Facility) when a CI team member asked if I heard what they were finding in the library and I said 
yes.  There was no discussion about removal or disposition of the books at that time. No
instructions were given to the S2 or NCOIC, S2.  The only conversations I had were with the S2 
on the discovery of the material and a discussion with .  I gave no instructions for the 
operation. 

The DFIP SOP (standard operating procedure) states that Qurans are precious Islamic books and 
we must take care when dealing with them and ensure they are handled by specific personnel, the 
librarian or linguists.  Every detainee in the facility has a Quran.  I ensure the guard force fully 
respects the Quran and does not touch or handle them.

When contraband is discovered in housing units, it is turned in to the S2.  The S2 coordinates 
with the COIN (counterinsurgency) team and brigade S2 on types of contraband.  Not sure on the 
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disposition of it then.  The S2 has a log and they document every piece of contraband found in 
housing.  I understand that the materials found in the library were contraband. 

Procedures inside the facility to respect the Quran were followed and we continue to do so.  It is 
not procedure to immediately pull out and destroy contraband.  Normally, it is documented and 
properly taken care of.  In this case, procedures were not followed. 

I went to the library once while they were separating books.  No one talked to me or asked me 
anything about separating books.  No one knew about the removal of the books from the library.  
When the books were being loaded in the back of the truck, there were three Soldiers present that 
drove the vehicle; they fall under my command.  One belongs to S2 and two belong to S4 (staff 
logistics).  I know now that the IRF team helped load books.  They assist in case of a 
disturbance. 

I do not know who ordered the burning of the books.  I did not know where they were taking the
books from the library. 

As the commander for the soldiers involved, I am responsible for them.  They work under my 
command.  The Soldiers work in a lot of other areas, so they are supervised by other individuals.  
Three of the personnel report to an NCOIC or OIC (Officer in Charge) for the S2 and S4. 

I am not sure if the proper procedures were followed to collect the intel because I was not there.

Because of the ongoing investigation, I cannot ask the Soldiers who gave them the order to burn 
the books. 

I have confidence in this investigation to find the answer. 

I think those personnel involved with going through the books,
ordered the material coming out of the library to be burned.  The CI Team does not work 

for me.

I was at the library that day because we normally have a lot of visitors in the facility.  I do 
touring to inspect and ensure compliance.  I noticed people in the library but because I did not 
order them there, I continued on.

I do not have an opinion on the responsibility because my responsibilities are 
as the I don’t command them.  There are 900 soldiers that report 
to different leaders and sections in the area under The S2 is assigned to my task 
force and they deal with intel.  They discuss intel with the brigade S2 and COIN Team. I have 
little oversight over those operations.  I am brought in when I attend briefings on S2 operations. 

[End of interview] 
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