From: (b)(3), (b)(6)

To:
1(b)(3), (b)(6) OM ISAF PAQ (b)(B)
USFO [ (0)3), (b)6) |ISAENU | (b)(B) IJ
(o)) _AF NUHQ) (0)(B) |~ FNUHOl (b)(6) SAFNU__| (b)(B).)
(b)(3).(b)(6).| na___ | (b)(3), (b)(6) @shape.nato.int;{b)(3), (b)(Efshape.nato.int;

(bY3)_(b)B) Usa LTC U

NV INE S AFIN=T 1
Cc: -
Subject: Cleared NATO RTQ on Farrell Hostage Operation
Date: Wednesday, September 09, 2009 7:42:16 PM
Attachments: 10g060.png

Classification: NATO UNCLASSIFIED

Alcon,
FYI and SA. International media are all over this story right now. NATO Spokesman has cleared the
following RTQ on the issue:

Response to Question on Farrell Hostage Operation:

* NATO is saddened by the news today that an Afghan interpreter, Sultan Munadi , and an ISAF
soldier were killed during a rescue operation to free Mr Munadi and the NYT journalist Stephen Farrell.
Our thoughts are with their families. We will not of course go into further detail about the operation .

* Hostage taking is never justified and we condemn strongly the targeting of journalists going about
their work and fulfilling an essential role within any democracy. We also applaud the continuing bravery
and commitment of ISAF and Afghan troops who continue to put themselves at risk in order to ensure a
secure and stable future for Afghanistan.
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This has just been issued from London who are running with the media response to this operation.
They are also working up a Q&A pack which I will send you as soon as I get it.
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PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON HOSTAGE OPERATION IN AFGHANISTAN

Last night, Stephen Farrell, a journalist of dual British/Irish nationality, was freed from Taliban
captivity in a British operation supported by the Afghan authorities and our NATO allies. He is now safe
and well, receiving support from embassy staff and undergoing medical checks. Sadly, we were unable to
rescue Stephen's Afghan interpreter, Sultan Munadi, and we send his family our condolences.

It is with very deep sadness that I must also confirm that, while acting with the greatest of courage
in this most dangerous mission, one member of the British armed forces lost his life. His family has been
informed, and our immediate thoughts are with them. His bravery will not be forgotten.

This operation was carried out after extensive planning and consideration. Those involved knew the
high risks they were running. That they undertook it in such circumstances showed breathtaking heroism.
I also want to thank the Afghan authorities and our NATO allies for their support.

Hostage taking is never justified, and the UK does not make substantive concessions, including
paying ransoms. But whenever British nationals are kidnapped, we and our allies will do everything in our
power to free them. As we all know, and as last night once again demonstrated, our armed forces have
the skill and courage to act. They are truly the finest among us, and all of us in Britain pay tribute to
them, and to the families and communities who sustain them in their awesome responsibilities. ENDS
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Visit http://www.fco.gov.uk for British foreign policy news and travel advice and
http://blogs.fco.gov.uk to read our blogs.

Please note that all messages sent and received by members of the Foreign & Commonwealth
Office and its missions overseas may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded in accordance
with the Telecommunications (Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of Communications) Regulations
2000. We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998. We may release this
personal information to other UK government departments and public authorities.
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