Executive Summary- SGT(P) Nelson -- TF- Fratricide

ACTION REQUESTED: CG approve 10’s findings and recommendations. Sign page, 4, Section VI
of the DA Form 1574.

BLUF: Sufficient evidence exists to support findings and recommendations are
consistent with the findings. Key excerpts from the report enclosed. The complete
investigation is posted on the SJA page on the portal under the 15-6 button. If you
approve, |0 recommendation is to conclude (1) that SGT(P) Nelson’s death was a
fratricide, (2) to take no adverse action against any personnel involved, and (3) to have
TF leadership review C2 procedures to ensure adequate deconfliction is
occurring during operations.

Summarized Findings:

a. 29 Aug 07, during the execution of -Ebgggﬁéi SGT(P) Nelson was on a combat patrol
VO Irag. During the patrol, SGT(P) Nelson was killed in action as a result of a gunshot

wound to the chest.

b @Y Evidence indicates that SGT(P) Nelson’s patrol quatoon) departed the ACP and
maneuvered west, then south. Meantime, a second patrol ll] Co) maneuvered to a position roughly 150
meters northeast of SGT(P) Nelson’s patrol. Theﬁ)atrol leader[PIDEIEENIN relayed his position
tcﬂ:o through the ACP. [El|Co personnel do not recall receiving the message

c.ii SGT(P) Nelson's[lllpatrol heard “Arabic” voices to the north, and began to maneuver towards
the voices through heavy vegetation — they are now moving on a route approaching 0’s perimeter.
SGT(P) Nelson is creeping forward through the foliage.Co personnel heard branches cracking to the
SW of their position, and saw a silhouette creeping towards them. At this point, the two units exchanged
gunfire in the span of approximately 2-3 seconds.

d il It is not entirely clear who fired first. Wﬁrad four rounds, and stated that he was
returning fire in the direction from which his unit ha en fire earlier in the day, and where a 50-man
element had been reportedly massing for an attack. [BIOERSEEEISONE who was in'close proximity to
- reported tham 1T Bils ) (h)(6)5 USC b(3)(10 USC 130b) ired 2 rounds. SGT(P)
Nerson was struck by two rounds — one in the chest, and one in his M4 magazine. I} Co personnel soon

realized that SGT(P) Nelson was a friendly, ceased firing, and called for medical assistance. Despite
immediate medical aid, SGT(P) Nelson died as a result of his wounds.

Summarized |10 Recommendations:

- Rule SGT(P) Nelson’s death a fratricide.
- Take no UCMJ or administrative action against any personnel involved.
leadership review C2 procedures to ensure there is adequate battlespace deconfliction

- Have TFF
and battle tracking.
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