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Testimony of Telephonic Interview Version 2.0 9 Dec 05
15-6 Investigation Friendly Fire Incident 23 Nov 03

A/2-502% 2" BCT, 1015 AASLT

Investigating Officer:d

;. Please state vour full name and social sceurity number,

2. How long have you been the 2 Platoon Leader, Company A. How lone have vou been in
Cwi o K o o
the unit?

Beginning of March, I think March 6" or something like that.

3. Did you go to the JRTC rotation with the Battalion in the Spring?

Roger Sir, | did.

4. Have you done a bunch of live fires for training, what kind o ftraining did you do before

deploying with vour Platoon for Irag?
The biggest thing we concentrated in was EBCR, but we did that all of the time. We had started

with shoot houses towards the end of when we were leaving. EBCR was de finitely at the top of
the list.

5. Did you get the opportunity to do any vehicle mounted, dismounted, patrolling, cordon
searches like what vou are doing now in frag, or was # more oriented towards the mount fighting
in build up areas?

The way we were doing it was kind of similar, but at the time we did not think it would be, It
was all dismounted. We had 1 think 3 HMMWVs for the Company, 2 of them were always
down, basically. We would walk on roads for hours at a time, very similar (o what we are doing.

x 5 s vl . . ”
6. How many patrols had your section-platoon conducted prior to the 22™ of November?
[ would have to say zbout 15 or so.
7. Youoperated as a primarily as a section, vour platoon was split in half, vour Platoon Sergean:
running the second section, is that correct?
Roger Sir, the only time we weren't was on the air assault,
8. How many HMMWVs did you have assigned to vour Platoon?
Started out with 3 that we could take outside the wire. It went up to 4 and maybe 5,

per platoon
9. You pretty much hotbeded vehicles between sections, is that correct?

Roger, because there was a lot of maintenance issues, especially when we only had 3 per
platoon. There was a vehicle going out on patrol for a couple of days, we just did not have
means to get anvihing else.

10. Out ofthe 15 or so patrols that you conducted, would vou say that most were with 4 vehicles
or 3 vehicles?



3 yvehicles.

11, What was vour u:a,demmnéing ofthe general enery sitvation in vour Company Sector?
Basically, the sector we are in now, nobody has been down there for 2 while, so going we really
did not know an exact enemy situation. We knew that it was probably not going to be good.
Atter being there, with all of the IED's we found, small arms pretty much every patrol, or the last
few patrols, whi ia: {was there. We got aﬁ&za;ku:’ by mortars to, their mortars were right on. The
situation as I saw it was I do not think there were that many of them, but the ones that were there

knew what they were doing.

L

12. What did you believe the VBIED threat was In you area or what were vou briefed on

To be perfectly honest, I don't really think it was, the way I kind of assessed it was they were
using VBIED's trying to take out a Jot more than 2, 3, or 4 guys in one HMMWV. 1 really did
not think it was much of'a threat down in our sector. Although once we gor called down there
for a mission, there was an old VBIED factory, so that kind of opened my eyes on it. From there
O OUL, We Were more aware.

13, Before vou depart on a paimé as a patro!l leader. do you get an updated intel bries from the
Company or the Battalion 82°

From the Batralion. We were i;}qm to work it with the Company, eventually it would have
started working like that, but by the time I left it was only the Battalion.

14, When vour patrol departed on the morning of 22, did you get an update from the Battalion
S2 or the ASZ on the enemy situation?

Not really. The Battle Captain kind of pulled me in the other room and just asked me where
was going and | m%{i nim I was looking for & cache first and then we were M} eving the other
;ﬁmxm Then, that was pretty much it. The $3 at that time told me directly to find 2 house and
stay in the hmz:—}c that the Company was using as a patrol base and that was pretty much all | was

told at the Battalion before this patrol.

IS, What do you understand is the general ROE and guidelines for EOF. In YOur 0w words,
explain Escalation of Force as you wk}z&é 52 it for an advamcizw suspicions vehicle?
We are big inthe }zzie:}un on the 55% although the first 3 you proceed through those pretty quick.
Basically if the vehicle is showing, ifwe Z«:z ww that it sees us and it is not slowing down or it is
f;?:i?l coming towards our direction whether we are just sitting there or running TCP's. we give it ¢
rarning shot, usuaily with an M4 and mwi iy short and off to the side, into a canal if'there is &
umai on either side of that road. We never have really gone past that. If'they are still coming
then use one of the bigger weapons into the engine block.

16. Your patrol has never had to shoot as engine block in an Iragi vehicle?

Negative. Especially after we got IED'ed once we took off pretty quick where we thought the
{rigger man may m:: éf*d a couple cars tried to turn around once they saw us coming out of some
trees, we put quite 2 few rounds in front of 2 cars, but we never actually had to shoot i,

17. What would you say is the normal vehicle activity, if you are patrolling and moving down a
road, you have an Iragi vehicle coming from another direction, do they pull over, tum on their

pard
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