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. #was interviewed Dy S i——— 20N 23 November

20U5 at 2315 and testified in substance =25 follows:

The SOP in place for recognition of friendlies wnather mounted or dismounted from
thers vehicles is during the day is via 17 panel for near recognition and far racognition
would be FM via radic for far.  Night time you flash your lights twice and you receive
threa back. There are different ways to use it if they do not have a FM radic. They can
use clusters. Thears is nothing that | could think of that would come in place if all of this
doas not work out.

-

- T:rrief on the mission to recon this area 10 make a route from this dirt road to
J Itwas more like & FRAGO because wa knew what our mission was.

| do not remember receiving updated ensmy threat during the brief.

Every time we go out we recelve an action on contact, Rule of Engagement, and
Escalation of Force. Escalation is shout at the person, show your weapon, show foree,
shoot a waming shot, and shoot to kill. | can think of what RAMP is right now.

All vehicles are eguipped with'%.. T ity st | NETE WeTe radio
checks completed through the platoons as well as other companies. | remember
hearing & Communication check right before this incident happened.

When we dismount we always have & man pack and all the leaders have ICOMs.
ICOMs are only on platcons frequencies.

We left a little bit late today. Some of the guys had to go pick up the interpreter and
they forgot 1o pick up the trip ticket. We had not gone out for a couple of days and |
don't know why, The guys got a kind of a mental lapse about what we ara doing hare
but after we got out of the wire we had to get our heads on straight. We left the wire on

Pdown by 3 We went 2 way we never gone before. This was a new
drea we were supposeo 10 be scouting out.

We didn't do a train model or anything. Everyone knew the route we were looking for
because it runs parallel with™~___ **~  About 14{329‘&1@ over the radio
that wa were aboul to link up with second platoon. +nd the TPT guys left the
trucks back hera while they went to find a route around this road to a bridgs. We are
getting motars from there but we can not get there.

¢ T3 asked the TPT guys if they wanted to stay or go and they said they wanted to
stay, s0 we ook off down the road coming onto the road we're on now. I'm the iast
vehicla in a four vehicle convoy, o 1 first heard the shols and my vehicle kept on rolling
a little bit, then we stopped, got out and started pulling security from the shots. Then |
saw the Bongo truck rolling up and | saw the .50 cal and the 240 open up on it. Before
it came to & stop, | saw a body look like it jumped out of the back of the Bongo truck and
rolied down into the canal. Once all the firing stopped, | was running up to see what
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was going on and thay said that it was friendlies in the vehicle_so | said, “Ch fuck!" and
ran up to the vehicle. | saw the vehicle there, | sa o lraning out the doar.
! checked him rzal quick and he was just barely alive. He died probably sscends later.
_awes laying outside the vehicle, .~ . -2s down inside the canal ar o
waseind of walking around & little bit because he was just hit in the knee. | 8.

e calla Sdine up. 1got  _ und a couple guys working or
and we started just doing what we cou.c for them right there. B i
=== _ __ were both pretty much dead; there was nothing we b for them,

I nev were no longer breathing, so we brought out attention 1ok, eegee- the interpretar,
) -, Y We patched them all up, got the medavac in and got them cut of

—

here,

I don't recall any communications coming through during the incident or immediately
prior to the incident. As scon as | heard the shots, we came to & stop, jumped out and
started pulling security. When | saw the Bongo truck had stopped, | took cff up there
and was probably out of the vehicle for a couple hours.

During our patrel, we had communications with 2nd platoon. | don’t recall exactly what
was seid, but | know we had communication with 2-4A. | don't remember what he said,
but | just remember talking to 2-4A.

Friendly adjacent units were briefad during our mission briefing. We have & safe house
right down the roed here. We were going 10 do our mission, and then spend so marny
hours at the safe house. We were going to be ralisving 2nd platoon. | gUess.

| do not have anything else to add that would aid in finalizing this inquiry.
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. r a5 interviewed b}'L._.______ . — <3 November 2003

[
ot 3233 and restified in substanee a5 follows:

| feel free oy answer the questions you sre about to ask pertwining the incident. We go by
the ROE for mounted and dismounted recognition of friendly signals. We have them 1o
flash their lights, at night we use NODS and they flash back with the IR. In the daylight
we usually have them [lash their lights to but you can see a HUMVEE coming. There
was nothing put out to us if a friendly is driving a differant vehicle.

We found out last night that we would wake up o+ 1530 for a mission at 0800 today, We
received our mission brief this morning fromll " do not remember receiving
an updated enemy threat, During that briefing, we went over action on contact and ROE.
Being the in the vehicle, if we 1ake contact from the left, the gunner turn to the left and
we dismount to the right. If we take contact from the right, the gunner tum to the right
and we dismount to the left,  Once we get positive idenrification of our enemies we can
defend ourselves.  When using the Escalation of Force, you go from lowest to highest,
There 15 o system we use as RAMP.

Every vehicle we should have an ASIP and CINGARS radio. There was a radio check
with, -~ T—— _+When we leave the wire, I believe we make radio
checks with ather platoons since there are leaving the wire too. We were briefed that
second platoon was going (o be out here. [ believe that we communication berween the
two platoons.

We left the wire about 0300 this meming. We drove around trying Lo get to the other
side of the canal. Weriedto get1 ©  Zhrough 1" banalions area but they denied us
access,  We came back down throughy§ie *  Two of purs vehicles made a right
after these houses which the street was blocked off. They made a u-turn to get to the
other side of the street. The next thing | knew that staning shooting. Then they were
screaming W, [ grabbed my aid bag and starting running toward the canal. [ saw

¢ __ .woyshol up preity bad. [ grabbed somebody else to help me zet him out
the canal. |staring assessing his wounds and | stabilized him. We other people working
the other two people than were wounded, § i il ™ Was
second platoons medic. [ saw we had two K1AsY

ldidnvireal any of the KIAs. Lonly ireateq, _;I believe all the wounds were
from us. -
E.

Leida't seefrom-which-direction the bongo truck come-fromt. 1 was in the hack vehicle,

[ dida’t hear any communications come across before the engagement of the Bongo
truck, [don’t remember any communications from battalion, second or third platoon
going out before the incident.

When we arc giving the brief, we give out the frequency and how to call the nine line,
The EFR guys and myself treat and it depends on who is left to cafl the nine line.
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[t was briefed this morming what to do if the event were 1o oocur.  The key leaders and

squad leaders have ICOMS and they are on a platoon frequency. They do cross
communication with other platoons with the ICOMs. [ don't remember if there was any

communication between the platoons during the incident. [ have nothing else to add (o
the invesngation of the meident today.
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We had on and off communications with second platoon today, We knew that they
ware on s2nd, in fact, they were teliing us if we had vehicle fraffic coming
behind us. aw they ware behind us. | was in the trail vehicle and if they told us 2
truck was coming, ten minutes later a truck came. We had comms with them and we
knew pretty much where they were at,

We left the wire and started clearing roads. We didn't go down ¢ - T
down a different wav ta get here, 'Wa finally found a spot where we could get across
safely and getor ~— . We just kept clearing and we found a small cache. four
magazines and 7.be anwno aut here in the reeds. We came across a blockade in the
road and we found a way around that. As we were waiting to get around the blockade,
we heard a gunfight, rounds going off and possibly some mortars so we hurried up. It
was coming from the direction of the sccident today, downg 1'} S0 we went down
the road and the next thing | heard was shots coming from our lead vehicle, | tumed
around and all | could see was dust and sparks from the bullets hitting the ground and
the truck and everything. All | knew was that it was a civilian truck and thera were
probably insurgents in it

It was a Bongo pickup truck.

| couldn't see how many people were in the truck. By the time | turned around, the cab
was full of smoke, dust, and dirt. | couldn't make out anybody, After about 10 or 15
shots, | saw someone jumping out of the vehicle, but | couldn’t tell anything; I just saw
the silhouette of a person jumping out of the truck. | heard, "cease fire." and the next
thing | knew, someone was calling for 2 medic and we know what happened from there.
We all got out, rendered first aid, pulled security, called in a 94ine medevac, and got on
one of the birds,

The KlAs from today were in the Bongo truck that we engaged. Apart from that, all |
know is what 've heard.

The Bongo truck was engaged because it was speeding toward our position. When a
vehir's is speeding toward you, you shout, you show your weapon, vou vell at them,
& 7 which means stop, do all kinds of stuff trying to get their attention and then WO
shoot them. All [ can say is, that vehicle was speeding and they Iit it up because it was
woo close. If it was = VBIED, we were going to be history because, even though they
were across tha canal.

There is nothing else | have to shara about the incident or anything leading up to the
incident.
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