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g <05 interviewed T 5:5 at the 232201

Movember 2003 uua testified in substance as follows:

[ fze] comfortable to answer the questions you are sbout 10 ask me, Sir.  To the best of
my knowledge, my section and company has a friendly recognition signal for day and
night. For the daytime the signal is the FM to acknowledge there in the vehicle and the
star cluster smoke and for nighitime, white lights, two flashes and for vehicles using RG.
military they will flash back o and for civilians they will stop, tum on their hazard lights
and just s there. Tt was about 0700 todey when we held formartion about the mission
oday, . yold us it was a sniper in our srea to be looking for that. Periedically,
we are read the Rules of Engagements before a mission. To the best of my knowledge,
all vchicles have at least one: some vehicles have two ACIP and CINGARS in them. [
arn & driver and | heard all the radio checks. This redio actually goes to the company but
they radioed us before we redioed them. There is no radio check between platoans.
There was a radio check to the company today but not to the other platoon. We left the
“irg about (1800 and we drove around. We siopped at & Moss for a while then back on

. —+ We dropped the detainee off. We drove around some more locking for the
crossing, |heard on the radio if we could push down to the other platoon sector near
Usifiyah to fook for the canal crossing. We ran into a couple of problems with road
blockings. We were asked over the radio did we have an accidental discharge. We 10ld
them no. We came to 2 big berm the dismount crew pushed through. While we were
sitling there wa heard mortal fire coming from o distance. 3. ur sunner called
down that there was small arms fire going on. Then it came over the radio. This was just
communication within the platoon. Nothing came across the net from the company but
second platoon contacted us 10 see if we were in the firefight. Second pletoon did not
give us any indicarion that it was them in the firefight bur it was coming from the
direction. g _:’:ame. over the radic sayving since we were going in the direction of the
firefight to be looking out for it. T was in the second vehicle, the first vehicle stopped. 1
saw a blue Bongo truck coming toward us on the right side of the road at great rate of
spead. The first vehicle engaged. My M4 was up there since the SOP said use M4 first.
He engaged with the M4 first but it malfunctioned. He laid the 240 imo the truck. [ saw
people low crawling out the trunk one guy crawlad into the water. § == =alled
back cease fire. and then our gunner velled it back. After we found out it was friendly,
everyvbody was trying to give them first aid. No one saw the guy thar went into the water.
He came out of the water to my door. He was standing there with a gunshet wound 1o the
leg. There were about 6 occupants of the blue Bongo, The driver, the passengers and the
rest were it the bed of the Bonge truck. The people in the Boango weré from second
platoon and the Iragi Army. We knew that there were American casualties when we saw
the [BAs and when the guy came out of the water: we saw that he was Tragl Army and
net a terrorist. | cannot direct you 1o 2n American casualty, [ was direcied to the casualty
in front of me. We were not briefed tha: moming about none of our plawons, companies,
or battalions to be in that area. 1 have nothing else [ ean recall ta share with you.
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Wﬂm intervigwsed b].rE e e wMOVOS, and testifiad in substance.
as tollows:

: —
My name iﬁ‘ i I::n:,' sociad - a

I am willing to frecly answer quastion regarding the mission on vesterday.
Could you clarify the guestion?

-m—:—mm“m'mir}m:mﬂrwm recogniton signat-to-ddentfy-fricmityvehicles-or—

persenneHi-they domorhave-commmnicantns:

The SOP [ am mest familiar with is the ROE, which is the slop hand signals, warnng
shot, try ta disable the vehicle, and then shot 1o kil

I receive information last night 1 was going out on this mission.

On the 22™ two nights ago.
) : ————,
[ receive it fromg } d then | coordinated 1t througk, _ ¥
m{-ﬂg-ﬁﬂd-mnnﬁfﬂm'wrﬁmrﬂmt—

[ was told in the ares of o " " there was 4 high number of [ED's as well as,
reaular mortar attacks, and a snupa operating with a white vehicle, and they believe the
blue bongo tucks where delivering IED's

P e T —,
The morning of the mission we receive a mission brief frong > WETIL OVer
the sniper in the area, that he was very affective and was using a white vehicle, he was
using Armour piercing rounds and that there were a ot of [ED's in the aree and we wene
going 1o a arsy we and never been before, so we were not sune what 10 xpect in tha
morming.

I don't believe he went over thie ROE or the Escalation of force during the briefing,

To the best of my knowledge we had communication equipment, but a lot of it was
hampered by the use of the jammers and warlocks and ether anti IED devices.

— —
We SPed, we went down gotoffong )" went down a differsnt
route, so we could patrol the area they just had 1aking from [* Bartalion, we located two
Masque and a Clinie, and one store, we talked to a { some what fmendly
individuals in the ares. As we made our way up ?mj..-k—rwe located a roadblock.
(e gasund vehicle went 1o locate 2 way around the roadblock, my vehicle
ancdi ___ -icle set up o snap TCP. We went and cordon and knock on
of couplé 6l uwaws w he area. | believe it was two houses, the first house we talk w the

i



guys and searched his house and didn’t find anything, and the other one we knocked on
the dn,?: ~=32 aman invited us in. so we quickly searched here house. it yielded 2
e we did 4 more in depth search so we found about five magazines and about
iwo hundred rounds. She told us the hushand was not home 2t the time, but we think we
helieve we seen him earlier, but we were not able to find him. At that point we started to
hear rifle fire as we got back to our vehicles, as we were walling on a word fro
¢ K started out as one of IWo rounds. and then it was successive bursts. The rounds
were coming from up the road, probably about...

OFf 10 the west of the unnamed road we were traveling on.

By my estimation the rounds was about 00 kilometers off or s0.
It was about 600 kilometers, it was a good distance.

Ma, [ am sorry, it was b kilometers.

It sounded like US weapons, we were not able 1o get anyone on the radio. I don't believe,
al least we weren't, and we did not here any on my radio, we decided we were going w
go and investigate, and if it was US forces try to link up with them and aid them if they
needed it. We found away around the barrier in the road, and continued toward the
sounds of the weapons, we started to small explosions, [ would guest them 25 grenades,
they did not have the same sound s something bigger like 2 mortar. As we were coiming
down, stll hearing some gunfire, we saw a while bongo truck speeding down Lee
opposite side of the canal, heading towards us.

We were on the side thar we are on right now, they were on the opposite side.

As we approach. the bongo truck sped up, it siarted speeding toward the LS vehicles, it

look like I saw weapons, and it look like someone may have been shaking there hand
puzside the vehicle or something, [ was three vehicles back, so 1 am not completely sune

on the ROE that was use, it started getting close, and it started 1o look [ike what we

trained 1o look for VBIED s, the first vehicle fired, and 1 ordered my gunher to engags

1150, because was of tha & o' clock position. After we stop, they sent the dismounts 0 -
check the vehiclefe  _had jumped out of the vehicle when they ce™ for medics, L
rushed out of the vehicle and responded with my CLS bags. 1 weatedg _ don't

know his name, the guy with the shoulder injury and knee injury.

| am not sure if any of the KIA's were engaged prior 10 the inciden. from the rifle fre we
heard & kilometers away. They said that they possibly had been engaged. all Tknow is the
hasic, we didn't really have time to talk to them about it in depih. there was some sart of
engagement, they had been separated from their other vehicles, and they had 1o teke the
borgo truck o get out of there. [ have no clue as 1o what they disposition were up 1o the
paint where we engage them = yas the only one who was able to really able
communicate. he only sufferca an anjury w his knee. Everyone else was injurcd and was
not ahle to talk 1o us, and eve. Ty was trying to adminisier some sort or first aid,
-
=

e
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Standard Quasiions

1. What is your duty position. What vahicle wera you traveling in, where wers you
seated and what duty position.

2. What is your combat expsnence. Are you &n QIF veteran?
3. Are you zeroed and qualified on the weapon system you were manning on the patrol,
4. What was your Patrol's Mission on the 23" of Novambaer,

5. Whera you aware 2™ Platoon was operating Wast along Fat Boy. What did you know
about 2™ Platoon's activities/missian and location on the 237 of November.,

8, What is the general enemy situation in your area of operations.
7. What is the VBIED threat to your platoon and company.

8. Pricr to the Mission on the 23™ did the Patrol leader review Escalation of Force and
ROE? How oftzn do you review EQF-ROE.

8. Hawve you been in an escalation of force situation where waming shots or disabling
shots into an Iragi vehicla occurred

18, In your own words explain escalation of force and how it would apply in the event of
an approaching suspicigus Iragi vehicla.

11. What enemy contacis by what type have you been involved in {IEDs, Morars.
RPGs, 3mall Arms, VBIEDs) since you assumed the zone,

12. How is radio communications out in sector.

13. Have you ooserved bonge trucks in your AQ. Have they been invoived withinear
suspected AlF activity,

4. As you remember the incident with 2™ Platoon, explain in detail what you recall from
the time you observed the Bongo truck up to the point you reslized it was frigndly forces,

13. Did you cbserve any weapans exposed outsice the Bongo Truck, or muzzla flashes,
or anyong standing in the bed of the truck above the cab.

16. Did you fire into the Bongo Truck. With what wesponihow many rounds estimated,
Did anyone in your crew fire as well
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o |
[ 4 ‘as Interviewed by * it 240728L Nov 05 and testified,

in SUDSIance, o2 ToTone,
T
My name isi_ % My social security number IL

| am willing to answer freely your questions conceming the incident that occurred
yesterday.

To the best of my knowledge the unit does not have a SOP faor near or frie ndly
recagnition signals.

| fornd out that | was going on this mission the night prior whan my Team Chisf,
= - —Woldme

He 1old me that at 0800 we were linking up with Alpha Company and going cut on a
patrol to an area we hadn't baen in yet; and we were going to do some face 1o face and
find key isaders and do the local basic PsyOp.

On the morning of the 23rd, | did not receive a mission brief because | was guarding the
detainee in the truck.

Prior i the mission, we were advised on vehicles to look out for and abaut a sni per that
had besn in the arsa.

We were told to look cut for black BMWs, Marcedes, and shiny red Cpels have been
used as spotters and people who plant IEDs; and then there's sniper rofling around in a
wihite wehicla.

| was not briefed prior to rolling out yvesterday on rules of engagemert, escalation of
force or actions on contact.

| am familiar with those terms though. Escalation of force is a five step process.
Starting with the simplest, just getting the driver's attention, going to hand and arm
signals, If it's possible, throw somathing at them, point your weapon at the vehicle or
nostile force trying to get their attention, fire a warning shot, and the last step would be
deadly force.

We headed out onto our route and did a littls zig zag through {he area, | don't recall
whare we were first at, but we eventually made our way out I:L nd pulled off
an a small little side road and let the detzinee go in that area after he was found to be
clear. From there, we headed out looking for a suspected bridge that was used for
insurgant cro in this area; we were going 1o fry fo get a grid on that. We found
oursslves ony At a roadblock. Two trucks broke free from our four truck convoy
to find & way around and myself and the tail truck stayed behind at the roadhl e
heard gunfire coming from, roughty, directly in front of us. About that time -

had pulled up about 300 yards in front of us on & crossing road. He walked back to



where we were at, told us how to get around, and we wera going to go and find out
where the gunfire was coming from and ses if it was something we could nelp with.

| can’t speak for every other truck, but we wers pratty amped up just because it was
kind of exciting that we might get & chance to get our hands on the anemy. So we got
ourselves mentally ready for what might happen. We sat low in our truck and went avar
procedures, what to fire on, stuff like that, Then we drove u p on the right hand side of
the canal and from that point we saw & Bongo truck approach from a distance. At first it
was nothing unusual. Then they started waving and started speeding towards us and
we opened fire,

I'm not sure if the lead vehicle used any escalation of force. Bafore | know everyons
openad fire. We heard gunshots and, because | happanad o be facing the side of the
road the truck was coming on, all | heard was some gunshots and | saw sparks come
from the passenger side window and everyone openad up fire and the vehicle was
extremaly close,

Thera was traffic on the radio before and during the incident, but | don't recall what it
was. | believe they called higher to Ist them know that we wera facing a possible VBIED
heading towsard us,

There is nothing else that | would like to add for this Inguiry.
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ﬂ:—_._...-n'il:- mtervicwed h‘ ' a1 24065 TNOV0S, and restified in substimce, as

fiallowrs:

My name iﬁw1 and my social = — ‘lj

| am comfortahle answering guestions regarding the incident that happen at 1630hrs on
November 23.

I am not sure if there is a Standard Operating Procedure for friendly and near recognition
signals or mounted and dismounted soldiers in this Plateon, Company or Battahion,

1 found out | was going on this mission the night before.

I was told by 1eam chiek s | was going on this mission.

——

‘_ iold me the Sitrep, threst brief and waming order for the mission.

To the best of my memory, we were going to be raveling down the road a new area
looking for some people 10 ask to find a bridge were some possible snipers were in the
arca.

We receivad a mission bricf the morning of the mission prior to leaving Camp Siriker.
‘""‘.‘5:1'-@ the briefing,

Segeuve the briefing about an hour before the mission.

i__.u[r_-fr_--;l us about; what to expect, and 1o make sure we knew what we was

deing, about going down a clear route in & new are to met people, and 1o make sure they
were aware of the sniper that was out there.

| don’t remember whether or not Rules of Engagement, actions on contact, or escalation
of force discuss during the brief.

I amn familiar with those terms.

My understanding of those terms is; you wave a vehicle to stop, point your weapon, fire a
warning shot, fire at the vehicle if it does not stop fire at the driver.

To the best of my knowledge our patrol vehicles had comimo 1n them.
2 L T 09

Ter ovur truck, we have the -

They wers fully mission capable yesterday,



To make sure that they were working, we did a commo check before we ieft, and they
were working during the mission and they are still working right now.

I helieve that we did commo checks wiih someone else other than somecns from inside
the Platoon. It is not something we really pay attention to.

| was in the third vehicle in the order of March during the patrol.

We SP"ed, went somewhere east of * _&D and just started walking down the
road, and came up to aglosque, we dismounted 50 we could go and talk 1o and meet the
people, 10 see what was going on, [ was not 1old what they talked about, I am not really
sure what happen in those conversations, but they just met a few people came and sm
back in the vehicle, we rolled back down, and we road by a school, the convoy wrned
around, came back by and stop dismounted and went 1o the schoal, met with the paople
there, let them know about the sniper in the area, and just mountad hack up, then we
continued down a dirt road, to get to the hardball road, there was a canal and we was
irying to find a bridae, that was part of the mission objective. We had to turn around,
because we not authorized to go any further wward Lutifyhah. So we went back 1o find
Shakaryhab bridge. That took us to these houses were the area was blockad. The st o
vehicles tried 10 find away around, the two rear vehicles dismounted and went in a couple
of the houses to talk to people. We introduce our self and did & random search, were we
iound mortar sites In one of the house and some extra magazines and rounds. Then we
heard the gunfire. and we were called forward to meet the rest of the patrol. That's when
the bongo truck came and | saw someone waving their asm out the window and 1 didn’t
stap, as [ar as the shots fired, T am not reglly sure on that,

What caused all of that [ don't know, | was driving in the third vehicle,

You could sé¢ the bongo truck coming. it look like someone had they arm out the
window and ey were just coming toward the vehicle, but they were not stopping.

There is nothing [ would like 1o add 1o this imerview at this time.
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TR = and testified in substance,

- 7
ity social L‘ "i

[ am willing to freely answer question regarding the mission on vesterday.

5 mterviewed b
as followe™

M}"Tlﬂ]'fll: i'H'--_—

Could you clarify the question?

'%TthﬂﬂhﬂmhaWMMemngmH& friendly-vehieles-or—

persortieh--they-domothave-commumications:

* The S0P [ am most familiar with is the ROE, which 15 the stop hand signals, waming
shot, try to disable the vehicle, and then shot 1o kill.

| receive information last mght 1 was going out on this mission.
On the 22™ rwo nights ago.

) ) 7 : : — ————
| receive 1t lmraf, and then [ coordinated it through © ————
Jp—

el
,‘!i -\iﬁz—giﬂﬁ;m:é-mwﬁrmmmnt :

o '-—-‘ ] .
[ was told in the area of .__ *there was a high number of [ED's as well as,
regular mortar atacks. and a sniper operating with a white vehicle, and they belicve the
blue bongo trucks where delivering [ED's.

The morning of the mission we receive @ mission brief ['r-:}nt 2 § He went over
the sniper in the area, that he was very affective and was using a white vehicle, he was
using Armour piercing rounds and that there were a lot of IED's in the area and we were
going to 4 area we and never been before, 50 we were not surs what to expect in the
mormning.

[ don’t believe he went over the ROE or the Escalation of force during the briefing.

To the hest of my knowledge we had communication equipment, but a Lot of it was
hampered by the use of the jammers and warlocks and other anti IED devices.

We SP"ed, we wentdown gl sot off on — " went down a different
route, so we could patro] the area they just had taking from 1* Baualion. we locared two
Mosgue and 1 Clinic, and one store, we talked tga number of some what friendly
mdivirdels in the area. As we made our way up we located a roadblock.
=7 . Jﬂt]ﬂ went to locate a way around the roadblock, my vehicle
ALk, a “ehicle set up 4 snap TCP, We went and cordon and knock on
of couple of houses in the area. | belisve it was two houses, the first house we talk to the



zuys and searched his house and didn't find anything, and the other one we knocked on
the door .ing.-ih-g. woman invited us in, so we guickly searched here house, it vielded a
martar sitk, Twe did & maore in depth search so we found about five magarines and about
two hundred rounds. She (old s the husband wes not home at the time, but we think we
believe we seen him earlier, but we ware not able to find him. At that poim we started o
hes =ifle fire 03 we got back to our vehicles, as we were waiting on a word fror "% )
T i started our as one or two roends. and then it was successive bursts. The rounds

were coming from up the road, probably about...

OIF to the west of the unnamed road we were traveling on.

By my estimetion the rounds was aboul 600 kilometers off or so.
It was abowt 600 kilometers, it was a pood distance.

Mo, lam sorry, it was & kilometers.

It sounded like US weapons, we were not able o get anyone on the radio, [ doa't believe,
at least we weren't, and we did not bere any on my radio, we decided we were going Lo
go and investigate, and if it was US forces wry 1o link up with them and aid them if they
needed it. We found away around the barrier in the road, and contineed toward the
sounds of the weapons, we stared 1o small explosions, | would guest them as grenades,
they did not have the same sound as something bigger like a mormar, As we were coming
down, still hearing some gunfire, we saw a white bongo truck speeding dows the
opposite side of the canal, heading 1owards us.

We were on the side that we are on right now, they were on the opposite side.

As we approach, the bongo truek sped up, it started speeding toward the US vehicles, it
ook like 1 saw weapons. and it look like someone may have been shaking there hand
outside the vehicle or something, I was three vehicles back, so | am not complesely sure
on the ROE that was use, it started geting closz. and it started 1o look like what we
trained to look for VBIED's, the first vehicle fired, and [ ordered my gunner (o engage
also, because was g 'habio'clock position. After we stop. they sent the dismounts to
check the vehicleg « o nad jumped out of the vehicle when they call for medics * —
rushed out of the vehicle and responded with my CLS bags. I reated Private, I do. .
know his name, the guy with the shoolder injury and knee injury.

v

-

I am not sure if any of the KIA's were engaged prior to the incident, from the rifle fire we
heerd 6 kilomelers away, They said that they possibly had been engaged, all I know is the
basic, we didn’t really have time to talk to them sbout it in depth, there was some sor of
engagement, they had been separated from their ather vehicles, and they had 1o take the
bongo truck Lo g2t out of there., [ have no clue as to what they disposition were up 1o the
point where we engage them _ 25 the only one who was able 1o really able 1o
communicate, e only :ELITTEL'EB—HE iniury to his knee. Everyone else was injurcd gnd wis
not able 1o talk tous, and ever. . ___  sas trying to administer some sort or first aid.

£



The only thing 1 would like 1o add 1o assist in this investization, 15 honestly, the way the
truck lock, it look like a possible VBIED coming at us.

1 do not have any thing else w add a1 this nme,
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