62. Do you remember if there was any M249 or 240 with the crew or was it just M20%’s and M-
457

We hadd R

63. What special equipment did you take on the pamrol. (Mine detector, racios, signals &
smokes, machineguns, Binos. { ¥ Garming or PLUGGER NAVAIDs ete).
Yes, I carry a wd}”ffi‘i} and he carries a Garmin, $7 7 _—hasone T 4has one, 50
we were set on those.

64. Any kind of smoke or signaling devices?

Yeah, we had 203 star clusters, we had 2 couple of parachute flares, We used them, but no one
seemed 10 see them. They weren't saving thing over the radio, | had my gng_ whip extended ang
nobody was say anvihing,

63, So you used them right afier vou made contact?
Yes 81

¥
[

00. Has your Platoon conducted dismounted patrols in that AO prior {other then dismount and
search for possible 1ED or clear IRDs).
Negative, we dismounted and walked maybe a click out. It was always my group, the
mterpreter . . the PL, zzzy::«s.i? the medic and p{unable 1o transeribe name from
recording). It was pretty much all of the TC's and all ofthe people who had already dismounted
the trucks anywavs, We all lefl. We sent two guys back to the rear
———
67. While you are traveling on a patrol, at any point did you kind of run across a suspected IED
or anything that looked suspicious?
I remember the first day we found something that looked like an anti-personnel or son wthing like
a land mine. 1t was in the water, we maés,y suld not see what it was,

68. How about on this patrol when you left the safe house, patrol base, and headed to the west,
do you recall seeing something that looked like an 1ED any place?

Yes Sir. It was o heat blanket that they use, a space blanket, we found one of those, It was
wrapped up around something in the middle of the road. It was kind of weird, because the place
it was at. [ mean did they use that the day before or a couple of days before when they got hir?
They used them, they left their gear out which they should not have done and it looked like the
enemy got a hold of it and moved it and wrapped it around something and put it in the middle of
the road.

>

69, What actions é?aﬁ the patrol take when vou saw that? Did vou think it was an [ED
Yeah we did. We tried to get a civilian to move it and he ;;uﬁz,d up got out of hig tmck and
kicked it

70. Did anybody fire at 1t or anything like that?
Yes Sir we did.

71. How many rounds do you think vou fired at #t?



! have no idea Sir

2. How meny people would vou say, one or two or more fired at the space blanket which was

ot an 1RD7

Ithink maybe 2 rounds apiece, so maybe & rounds. No, [ am totally wrong, it wasf § that
. 5 ™ . e —
fired at it and he fired 2 or 3 rounds at ir. e was the only one who fired af it.

73. Do you remember the grid, did vou have s your Garmin out, roughly where vou were when
you hit the power lines and lost commo, do you recall?

Yes Sir. As soon as we lost comms, we walked mavbe another click and then we were at the
raveyard and we looked around for an hour and then we left.

p
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74. At what point did vou lose Commo on the patrol {could not receivestransmit ;
Uwrote down a tune and grid in my E’E{}iéﬁi‘vux when we lost comms and where we 513! had good
comms where we could go back to, or we had to get on a roof, Getting on a roof always helped,

75. Do you remember a time of day off the top of your head?
Z\cz Sir. We had been walking a good distance.

76, When vou got in the objective ares, do vou recall Froughly what time you got there and when
the patrol kind of split? I understand thar vou kind of went 3 forward and vou 3 stayed
stationary, 1$ that correct?

Yes. When we got there, 26 and 22 and 224 started ‘ooking around, the medic, myself found a
good place and he we ; bulling down the row i and I was pulling down the other road, We Just

had cach others backs and ¢ they were kind o valking around searching. We had [COMS. so we

had comms.

77. You confirmed that it was the right gravevard, because you had your Garmins ous, your
Pluggers out so there is not mistake? '

Yes Sir. We confirmed everything on the Plugger all of the time. Anytime we stop, [ stop and
take a grid and write what we are doing and ev erything in my notebook.

78. So how mueh time would vou say you spent walking along the caches, expected caches

<’xra’vawr<i site, from the time you are pulling securits v until thi,y come ‘i‘sau\“ and H& up with you?
They kept walking past us and we saw them walk past us, but until the actual time whe

stopped it wag zmy be an hour or two they were looking around.

79, At any time could you hear any radio traffic going on over the radio or was it just kind of
dead silent?

No, 1 could hear radio traffic. They were trying to get ahold of us. They asked me to click the
hand mic twice and | clicked it at that pomt they ;

CY § t{\*:emd asking me to do it and | was ?.i' & .
guess they heard me. They were asking me fr evers thing and 1 was just like ask me to click the
hand mic. because anytime I tried talking it was unreadable and [ knew it was the case. m»n}w

that is how far out we were, but { knew that could hear the clicks. Sa, when they as ed for me o
chick the hand mic two times, 1 clicked it twice and then they did not ask for another radio check

7
o



for a while. At that point I thought they had gotten a radio check, but I found out later on that
they did not, they just stopped asking for it

80. Did you overhear any radio traffic berween( Bandf v {Gatof jm 3%
piatoon?

Yes Sir, | heard guite a bit of it.

§1. Were you able to pick up where Gator{  was on the battiefield, what they were trving to
do? '
Negative, they ne
C ompany. They

er gave up therr front line frace to us. [ think they were sending it BFT o the

o]

were not doing it over the net, so I could not actually hear their front line trace.
If's0, I would have know where they were ar. The time on their radios wzs off and so they had o

"H"{» 35T

n:E'n The time on 37 Platoon’s vehicles was off. We had great comms with the Company and

n{, atd T

¢ had to relay for 37 Platoon. Like, 3% Platoon needed us to relay the comms.

ottt R

82. You linked up withy .4 Jou realized you did not find the cache, we are going to start

heading back, do remember what time that was w hen vou started heading south, southwest and

the decision to kind of head toward( 0 vyou remember?

1600 or 1700, 1t was an hour, houwr and a % It before it was about get dark, be
about to have to mount NVG's. The Sun was about to go down, so we started

Fatboy,

CHUSE We were
V) m'}fé towards

o think thar was then?

83. What time do v
ae gbour 1600,

Best guess would ae

§4. You hii. Sund you start heading ease, is that correct?
Yes Sir.

85, At any time did vou see a Bongo truck or did you seed top a Bongo truck w hitch
2 ride or anything like that?
Yes Sir.

86. From that poinz, how long were you moving o€ _ _&lo vou think di <m0untr.d OF ONICE YOou
hif® 7 _g how long did youmove umi vou found the Bongo tuck?

About a click we walked down and we found a Bongo truck, with a family in the front and we
asked them to take us here. He said | have my family here, don't make us go back. That is when
we should have known there was a problem. | think back and T knew il'] weuld have just
thought about it the fact that he did not w zm‘é his family to go back., We  Saw a lot of trucks kind
of moving away irom the area where we got ambushed. They were kind of just moving around,
Thev were all moving away from that secror, There wasn't a whole bunch m;pis outside.

fonc

87, When vou stopped the Bongo, was the Bongo coming from the west to the cast or was he
coming rom east (v west when you stopped him?
He was coming ¢ast to west when we stopped

88. So you were on the north side ofy en you were walking?



Yes. Wewere actually on the north and south side ofl . We had people on both sides of
the road. We were scanning for [ED's the whole way back.

&9, How much :i"w"z%wr did you go before you got into contact with the enemy?
Maybe 300-400 meters.

. Do you recali at what time you had contact with AIF Forces?
? mmznhsz* how log g it took the birds, it rook about 17-18 minutes to get ?::zc,m [ can't remember
what time we got ambushed at, I wish I could. ,

91. Do you recall where the enemy was shooting from, was it north or south of the patrol?

ft was actually cmmzzg from the east, north and from behind us, west. It looked like & was
coming in all directions. It was coming i’iw*s the southeast which is from the direction they were
saooting sitraight north from the trees maybe about 200-300 meters out. So, we engaged them,
vou could see their AK's, vou could see their ir weapons, 5o you knew who was sho ing at us.

92. So you had Rlks shooting at you ﬁ‘f}m“ﬁ fma 1ezst, basically shooting north, had folks
northeast shooting south and you had visuzl identification on both groups, is that correct?

Yes Sir.

. 8o, they were about 200-300 meters aw zzgf from your patrol?
VO’ Sir. We had a group straight east on the actual road itself, 2 people and | did not acrually see
them, becausc | hzzu turned around to c%zi-‘:x:: £ our rear at the time we had got fired at. [ was pulling
rear security while we were walking. They opened up from our twelve o'clock. the oy said there
were 2 of them on the road and [ do not remember the distance, but it was pretty close, like a
hundred meters out.

9. Did you have anybody to the west behind you when vou were pulling security at six o'clock?
Not while I was pulling security, not until we got down in the ditches and the cana 1l not until we
actually got into defensive positions did they start shooting from our rear.

95. Talk me through kind of how vou guys kind of & »ught out of this and moved 1o the house:

B B got shot in the shoulder and & was kind of 2 cluster, all messed up first, but then we
just got our personnel up to see if everybody was alii git and if anybody hac gotten shot, to see

where people were. Like I just sai _ was to the north side of the road in a ditch next to the

palm tree next to the wires. We see where you are at, you are good. Then the medic told
everybody where he was at. And then we ali got centrally located, not close, but so we could sec
¢ach other and hear Cﬁa&%i other. Then we were th m%mw ofaplan. We were cither 2OINE 10 g0
over to the palm trees and ditches to or northeast, thet is w hch Feanted to go. but then
he thought if the enemy was in that direction we uimzzzed Wo were t.m*m 1o go east down the road
maybe 20 meters and cut right and head into zf > house. So, we went 20-25 meters and cut right
and just hauled © o the house, because where we were at the canal was 160 wide and It was 4
feet deep to _gelacross, so we found a bridge gm* was 20 meters down and that is where we
crossed, @ #and I kicked the door in. He was on the right side of the door and [ was
on the lefl side, I cut straight across and he cut straight across in the other direction into the
room. The room was clear and we had evervone else come to the house. Then we proceeded 1o




5.56
ent through my knee. By that thme, % was already shot up i the arm a whole bunch mm the

v

d&hig That is when we started receiving fire to the southeast and that is when a picee of
i nierpreter next to me on my right side was dead and the PL got shot and as soon 23 he jumped
up, he got shot again and T guess they thought # was irzumhy I'do not actually know me they
or why they stopped firing. but the stopped firing and the PL jumped out ofthe ruck. As wm 4%
he yjumped out, 1 said [ have got to ;{s&m fim because I do not know what s going on, so
Jumped out to follow him and to find him. He was in the canal. At that point, 3 3 Platoon was
pulling him out ofthe cenal and [ § just fell down in the middle of the road away iwm the truck,
because | was trying to get away from the truck. 1 fell down, T guess because I had lost a lot of
blood, 1do m{ know., 1 fell down and then started to get back up, but they said 1o stav *h{ﬁm we
are coming. 3™ Platoon started doing EFR tactics, put 2 tourniquets on my arm 1o stop tf

bleeding. 1 walked them through it. 1 told them where [ got shot and not 10 WOTTY abuu‘z my knee
because it was not bleeding bad. Just worry about the main stuff, my arm first, 7 hey put
dressings on. I was watching my watch and 17 minutes into ¥ is how long it took 1o birds to ger
there. Viper was there within 2 couple of minutes of us getting shot.

i( 0. What was the first time you recollect that vou oked at vour watch afier the fire fight
happened?

[ remember the fast two digiis were like 26 or 24, ¥t might have been 1724 or 1726, but |
remember at first it was 10 after when we got shot az, like when T calledq _ the house and

then we {imm d{; wil. They started putting me on a litter like 24 or 26 after. It took Fie 17
minutes 10 get me on the bird after we left the house. When 1 left the house and left the vehic cle it
was about a 3-4 minute difference. We had sust headed down the road a couple hundred meters,

we were going fast and then we got stopped by the fire,

101, Youthink you were only in the truck shout how many seconds?
[ was in the back of the ﬁmak betore I jumped out, maybe 3 minutes at the most. Actually about
2 zmnums, because [ remember [ just sat there 2 second and then | noticed the PI Jumm oul and
the medic just Iaid there and | thought he was dead, but he actually ended up being fine. 1 just
Jumped out and I noticed the gasoline was ¢ %zazémg out of'the front of the car and that s when I
turned away and got away from it. [ noticed that the two people in the Font seat were KIA. You
canjusttell @  _ 7 ce was just gone and his head was heavily traumatized. It was messed
up. | just yelled his name and he was not respmc:;mw So. [ went to the middle

of'the road to look forf ¥ Ithought we were all going to die. [ just wantad o 20 out
doing my job.

102. As you recall getting into the truck and moving, [ believe you were seated with your back
¥

di‘iﬁzfi%t

['was right behind, my back was tof_ ae was in the passenger front seat. At that time,
Doc Ray was lving d{}w i The weapon | L@{n [ had given my good weapon to! and |
hadl wezpon andq T Twas just lving m? doing anything, and § said alright, give

me your weapon i you are not going 1o do mn?&mn I gave him the broken weapon and [ had
{ pweapon.

How did! break his weapon, do you remember?

-
tad



the canal and it go mud In &t [ you get mud inan M-16 it is done for. He fell

v

When he fell in
4

and there was 4 feet of mud. He was conmletely souked from head to toe. The cjection was not
working, so it was one shot, cock it, one shot, cock #t. My weapon was working great, so [ gave

it tof ceause | was working on comms while he was fighting.

104, As you are tacing back to the west, do you recall before the big fire § fight or the engagement
into the truck any sporadic shots either fom the north, west or south into the vehicle as you were
moving and you were just leaving the house?
A couple of shots were fired at us, Yes. But, none of them got close. They were from the north,
maybe northwest, from the palm tree area. That is where we received machine gun fire from.
That is what got my right arm. While I got out of the truck, [ noticed the cleari ing, the arca mle ¢
' Platoon was, they could not have shot ar us at that point and time, because we were actu
bc%um 4 w E% and when we came forward past the wall, that was afier the driver ¢ got shot. 1 z:;n
could not have been friendly fire.

105, When you andg firing out of the vehicle as you were movin g at uny time as you
WEre movi 38? !
1 was.

106, What direction were vou {iring, to the nortly, south, west or?
From the north, at the northwest at the guys that were e firing at us from the middie of the field
next to the palm trees. One was in a black "man ﬁrim and one was in 2 white "man dress” and
they were firing at us, popping off a couple of rounds. So, I aimed in that t general divection
because 68 was net even working, 1 do not think he even had it tumned on vet. | just fired off a
couple of rounds and when I got shot I just iaid down in the truck because the w ay the bullets
were firing, 1 just laid down, trying to zzs:z‘: a little cover and then [ was going to fump hack up.
Then [ noticed my arm was all messed up.

4y
(231
]
i

107. That is the first time you were wounded, is that correct?

Yes Sir. Then that is when we passed the wall. We went a good 100-200 meters further until we

crashed becausel. as driving {or a little bit because he reached across and was drivine
T &

<
e _

for 2

108, Youwere able to see m?

Yes, Tturned to the right and 1 was able to see in there because of the windaw.

109. Do you believe vour Platoon’s operations in sector were ady ersely effected by a shortage of
manpower? [{so how?

Yes Sir. It was definitely the amount of manpower. If we would have had more Manpewer, we

could have taken out a couple of HMMWVs with us. Like if we would have had 4 HMMWYV §

with us, we would have taken 2 HMMW Vs with us, instead of Jjust walking,

10, Yes, you had only 3 HMMWVs at the house, right?
Yes, we could not have zakm 2 and left one ortaken 1 and just left 2 there, because what if we
would have died. So, we should always take 4 out.

RN



1 Did you start out with 4 and e a1 ams went back with 1 or did vou start with 37

-~

We started out with 3. At the beginning when we first got there we had 4 H IMMWVs whenever
we would go out and we would also have like 3 5% 3?“‘»’2’ MWV it like PSYOPS would come out
with us, but that stopped after a while, so we just started taking out 3 HMMWVs,

FE20 So you have been on 3 HMMWY patrols before?
- Yeah, we have t*z:;zz ona ouple 3 HMMWY ?muh%}afbre We never really did too much
dismounted off on separate mission. 'We always just had 1 mission which is »%3 hest way to do

it. not separated ke that,

5

£3. Do you believe you were given encugh information from higher to effectively pian vour
dasmmmzm operations?
[ do not know. 1 do not plan patrols so | would not know Sir.

Hi4, At any point before you left on a dismounted patrol 1418 . talk about 3™ Platoon's
mmm\,u “the day or any other elements that were out there that were ﬁ”zmd} ?
Negative Sir.

115, Is there anything else that you think that might be helpful for us to understand the siruation
or is there anything vou can think of now that you have not talked about?

[ guess, not really anything Sir. We did what was best at the time.

6. During the JRTC or any type of training that you did or even in Kuwait or even rehearsals,
has the Platoon or Company ever talked about any nonstandard medivac using civilian vehicles
and any kind of markings or anything like that? Have vou ever rehearsed anything like that, any
exercise?

Negative Sir. Not with any markings or anvihing, We did not know that there were any friendly
forees nthat immediate area for zzxaf%:mm We were trving to be discrete *“ﬁk he rruck,
because when w k it, vou know we wanted (o be 4 little more discrete because we were
trying to get out s harms area. We did not know 3" Platoon was right there because thelr time
and the way they had their relay, 1 could not %w.‘ them on my manpack. [ mean, [ heard a little
static, T heard every now and then, but if | would have known that they werg r 1ght t ?'w“ we
would have put 2 marking like VS17 panel or something like across the front and back of the
vehicle.

%

}

F17. Do you or the leaders carry VS17's7
Yes Sir, # ) ies one andi_
rack. 1 have one right next to wy notebook at ali times. So, | can just whip i out.
so [ can just grab it and pull # right out and stick it on.

iy

YJ’&%

and [ always carry one in my
[ have one of

the cords hanging out

HES. You can get it out there pretty quisﬁ{?

Ican get it oul there in less that 2 seconds. T just grab & and rip it like a magazine.
1 19. Looking back now, since you have had some time to reflect, what do vou think you would

ave done differently on the 22° or 23

ot
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I would not have gone out there to begin with. With 6 guys, no way. Now! the LT he did not
want to go out, bu iié mie.t him to do 1t so he did 8. 1t was one of the worst calis to send 3
people and an interpreter 3 hours \m!k ng away from their trucks. We had comms all the way
there, almost all way ii‘}az‘c Ifwe would have had comms all the way there, T still would not

have felt safe. ! fel so bad about that whole thing the whole time | was going.

120, So, from the moment you stepped oif. vou kind of felt like vou are incurring some
risk here by doing this?
5 guys and the interpreter we did not really trust, No definitely Sir.

. What do vou think back on eny t jy; se of z*gmmg at home station, based on any ofthe
Emmmg that you did, or experienced out in the zone, do you think vou are miﬁquaz,eix tramed for
the missions vou are conducting?

Yes Sir, definitely. We were trained for anything that would come our way. @ Was
amazing. @ was so knowledgeable on anything, if'| had any questions about any of

the trainings [ never did, he would explain before we did it

122, On your Hi
crew can falk an
They were supp
it vet. Wehad §
manpack into o1

MWVs that you have, were you issued any kind o headsets, VIC3. so that the
¢ z')mmuﬁicziiim*a; onstantly with the gunner and all o that?

>d to be installed like a w yek later in some of the trucks, but we have not done
gotten 2 of the trucks and the 3% one was all messed up. 1 had to throw a

w of the trucks because the mount was messed up.

ko

123. Do vou now if at any tme do you recall listeningon a ?&{%w because you can hear some
traffic but can't transmit, do you recaliff , ¥ updated 3™ Platoon that there was a

dismounted patrol out there or Gatorf vas forward with half an element, do you recali th
distinetly?

Negative, [ do not remember hearing anything like that. [ do believe he said that we were out
there, but | did vot hear him say where. He said like the divection we were heading in towards
T and gave a grid that was it

at

24, So, vou 41 rhink he did update 3 “ Platoon?

i
I think mm‘?a them the area we were 1, but that is about i, Yes Sir,

ys

2 3

125, When do you think that happened? Was that before the power lines or after?

It was probebly before the power lines when they updated them. He actually updated. because
he told Gatort Fhere my last front ?‘i?‘*i’ trace was and we were headed rowards the power
lines at that pomnt and 3™ Platoon was listening in and they probably heard them. 1am not
actually sure if he told 3" Platoon though,

16
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