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UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
7115 SOUTH BOUNDARY BOULEVARD
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 13621-5101

CCIA - 0CT 0 3 2003
MEMGRANDUM FOR

Commander, U.5. Central Command Air Forceg, Shaw Air Force
Base, South Carolina 29152-5000

Commander, U.S. Army Forces Central Command, Fort
McPherson, Georgia 30330-5000

Commander, U.5. Naval Forces Central Command, FPO AE
09501-6008

Commander, U.S. Marine Forces Central Command, Camp H.M.
Smith, Hawaii 96881-5001

Commander, Special Operations Command Central, MacDill AFB,
Florida 33621-5101

SUBJECT: Investigation of Suspected Friendly Fire Incident
between elements of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry
(Mechanized) in Baghdad, Iraq, Operation Iragi Freedom, 07 April
20032

REF: DoD Imstruction 6055.7, Accident Investigation, Reporting
and Record Keeping '

1. The Investigation Report was prepared in compliance with the
reference and is approved. The findings of fact, analysis,
conclusions, opinions ag to the cause of the incident, and
contributing factors are approved. The Report is forwarded for
evaluation and action you deem appropriate to incorporate
relevant lessons learned, The recommendations are approved, but
in doing so I am not directing any specific action regarding
either awards or disciplinary action. In thesge mattexs, I defer
to the discretion of the appropriate Component Commander.

2. My staff has coordinated with Service officials for next-of-
kin notification regarding the results of the investigation. I
ask each of you not to releage any portion of the report or make
any public comments regarding the report until after such
notifications.

3. USCENTCOM will make a public release regarding the report
after such notifications have been made. All requests
concerning the report made pursuant to the Freedom of



CCoA

SUBJECT: Investigation of Suspected Friendly Fire Incident
between elements of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry _
{Mechanized)in Baghdad, Irag, Operation Iragi Freedom, 07 April

2003

Information Act and/or Privacy Act should be forwarded to
USCENTCOM FOIA Manager.

4, Aall other requests for information concernina this
investigation should be forwarded te () (©)(B)(3)
USCENTCOM Staff JUC}.QQ Advoc:ate, (b)(6)(b)(3) e,

}
JOHN P.
General,

Enél
as



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, V CORPS
UNIT 29355
APG AE 09014

AETV-CG 12 June 2003
MEMORANDUM THRU Commander, CITF-7

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Central Command, 7115 South Boundary Boulevard,
MacD1ll AFB, Florida 33621-5101

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation of the Friendly Fire Incident Invelving PFC Jason Meyers

1. The subject AR 15-6 Investigation is forwarded for your review.
2. I'concur with the findings and recommendations of the Investigating Officer.

3. The subject investigation satisfies the requirements of DODI 6055.7 and AR 385-40 for
collateral investigations. No additional investigation is required.

Dot Noao.

WILLIAM S. WALLACE
Lieutenant General, USA
Commanding
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3ft,was on radio watch at the time.

zle
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
>d Infantrv Division (Mechanized)
Baghdad Intemational Airport
Irag 09303

AFZP-CG

MEMORANDUM THRU Commangef, V Corps, Baghdad, Iraq

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, US Central Command, 7115 South Boundary Boulevard,
Macbhil]l AF Base, Florida 33621-5101

SUBJECT: Results of AR 15-6 Investigation — Death of PFC Jason Meyers

was the executive officer of B Co 3-69 AR and was the tank
identified a single enemy dismount scaling a wal
checked his gun tube orientation to ensure he was in sector and
via FM radio. PFC Meyer, 11th EN Bn,
asked PFC Meyer three times if there were any
friendly dismounts in the area. PFC Meyer replied that he didn't know the first two times and on
the third call stated there were no friendly dismounts. realized that e could not
successfully target the enemy scaling the wall with his coax machine gun and his .50 cal was
inoperable. # fired his main gun MPAT 4-5 feet above the ground where the
cnemy had climbed. The round went through the wall and struck the bowl of an ACE. Shrapne!
from the round or from the wall struck PFC Meyer in the neck. When the TF 2-7 IN medics
asrived, he was pronounced killed in action (KIA). _

2. An investigation into this matter (see enclosed file) indicated that this death was the result of
friendly fire. The Investigating Officer (10) found that—lack of situational
understanding of the immediate adjacent units, and lack of understanding of his own tank’s sector
of fire was the proximate cause of PEC Meyer's death. The IO found that fatigue and constant
enemy contact contributed to the friendly fire, as well. The chain of command is implementing

the recommended corrective actions suggested by the IO.

1. On 7 April 2003,
commander of an M1A1 tank |
within his sector,
then contacted the attached engineer elemen

3. AW DOD Instruction 6055.7 and AR 385-40, I forward this matter for initiation of an
investigation into the incident,

T 7

Encl BUFORD C. BLOUNT
Major General, US Army
Commanding
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REPORT GF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER/BDARD OF OFFICERS

For use of 1his {oim, s2¢ AR 156 the proponent sgency is (TJAG
JIF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED IN FILLING OUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS

SECTIBN | - APPOIRTMERT
{Appainting authoriny)

Batialion Commander

21 AEl‘iI 2003 o tAmach inclosure I Lewer of appointment ar summary of oral appoiniment dar.} (See para 3-15, AR 13-6.)
(Dure)

o

___SECTION li - SESSIONS o

. . 2 ! 3
The finvesigations thonrds commenced W TE 27 1IN (M) ar 21600 _—
{Place) . . . e {Tieme :
3 . -
ol 21 A?* 1l 2003 . (I & formal board mer for more thon one session, check here 3. Indicare in on inclosire the lime each session began (md

it}
eaded, the place, p"rsmif preseny and abisent, and explanation of absences, if any.} The foliowing persons fmembers, respondents, cotnsel) were

present: {dfier ench name, indicate capacity, e.g., President, Recorder, Member, Legal Advisor.}

The following pursons  frembers, respondents, counsed] were absent: (Include brief explonntion of each abgence.) (See paras 5-2 and 5-8a, AR 15-6.}

The lnvestigaing officer] fboard) finished gathering/hearing evidence a1 1560 on 29 Aprit 2003
{Time} {Dare)
and completed Nindings and recommendaiions at 1460 on . 30 April Zﬂ}:}ﬂm.mﬁ,_
{Timej fDare}

SECTION I - CHECKLIST FOR PROCEERHNGS

A. COMPLETE I ALL CASES )

U inclosures (para 345, AR 15:6)
;_'\rc the fdtowing nclosed amd nunibe red consacum ely wiith Roman numerals: {ddached in order lisrady

ia The luter of appainiment oF & summary of mal appaimnient daia?

; b Cupy of notive ws respondem, i anv? {See ften 9, below)

i ¢ Other correspondence with respondes or counsel. i any?

D AH atier wrnien comiunicaiions 1o o from the appiiating a?i;;{;}i{y? -
be Privacy Act Sruements {Cendficate. f staremmen: provided oraliy)?

#~ Explanation by ihe investigating officer or board of any unusual delays, difficulties, irregularities, or omer protems

sncoumered (e.g., absence of menerial winesses)?
te Information s 1o sessions of a formal beard a0t included on page 1 of this repor?

_i h. Auy other siynificant papers {orker thon evidence) relating to administrative aspects of g investigation or boaed?

FOOTNOTES: h Explutn alf neyative guswers o ad aracked sicel.
X Lise of e NOA cobunn consifmes o posiiive regreSendaion Wit (e cirlisiances described in sfe guestian did agr eccire i ihis investigarion

s Bl
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Exhiies (pare 3-168, AR 15-6)

YES | NOUIN

@ Ary gl ems offered  fwhether or not recefved) or considerad as evidence individuslly numbered or lettered as
wxhibMs sl airached 1o this repon?

s an index of afl exhibits offered to or considerad by investgating officer or board anached before the first exhibit?

b,
c. Has e testimony/statement of eacl wimess been fecorded verbanim or been reduced

an exhibif?

0 wiiftea form and attached as

r_d_ Are copies, deseriptions, or depictions‘ {if subsiituted for real or documentary evi_de::ce} properly authenticated and is

the lovation of the original evidence indicated?
Are descripions or diagrams included of locations visiled by the investigating officer of buard fpara 3-65, AR 15-6)?

f

Is vach writlen stipulation amtached as an exhibil and is each ol stipulation either reduced to weiting and made an

exinint or recorded in a verbatim record?

If efficial noticr of any matier was taken over the objection of a respondent or counsel, is z siatement of the mater
of which official notice was taken attached 25 an exhibir {para 3-164, AR 15-8}7

Was 3 guuruny present when the beard vaied on finelings and recommendations {paras 4-1 and 5-2b, AR 15-6)7

- COMPLETE ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chapter 5, AR 15-6)

Af the tnital session, did the recorder resd. of derermine niat 4] parlicipants had read, the leter of zppoiatment {pare 5-3b, AR }3-6)7

Was cuch absence of uay membec properly escused {parg ¥-2a, AR 15-6}7

T
I
{ Was a quoram present atevery session of the board (para 5-25, AR 15-6)2

Were members. witnesses, reporier, and interpreter sworr, if required (para 3.1, AR J5-5)#

7
B 1 any members who voted on findings or recommendations were ot present when the board recelved some evidence,
does the inclosare duscrile how they familiarized themselves with that evidence (pora 5-24, AR 15.6)7

C. COMPLETE ONLY IF RESPONDENT WAS DESIGNATED (Section I, Chapter 3, AR 15-6)

T

. 15 the method and date of delivery w the respondent indicared 0N e4ch Jotier of notificadon?

g meim: o respondents [para 5-5, AR 15.6);

] # Wasthe date of delivery al jeast five working days prier to the first szssion of the board?

. Does each fewter of notification indicate —
(1)  the dute, hour, and place of the first session of the board concerning that respondent?

€27 e mater 10 be investigated, including specific allegations against the respondent, if any?

Ia Py — -
{3} the respondent’s rights with regard 10 counsel?

{4} the name und address of each wimess expecied 1o be called by the recorder?

{31 rhe respondent’s rights o be presenr, present evidence, and call witnesses?

4. Was the respondent provided 2 copy of sl unciassified documents in e cass File?

Do 1 thire were relevans classified matzeials, were the respondent and his cosnse! given access and an oppor:nity to examine them?

MM H aay respondent was desigoated after the proceedings began (or otherwise was absent during part of the proceedings;:

a. Was e propeely notified (para 5-5, AR 15-6)7

nizde avaifable for exumination by him and his counsel (parg 5-4r, AR 15-8)2

b, Was record of proceedings and evidence received in his absonce
Counsel {pora 5-6. AR 13-8):

a. Was zach resposdent represented by counsed?

Name and business address of counsel-

Hf counsed is o tasover, check here 1
- Was reapundeni » counse] presens at al} opefs 52350508 of the hoard relating o that resporndeni?

H midttury counsel was requesied bu not made available, 15 4 copy for, if oral, o summary} of the request and the
BCU04 R on WL inciuded in the report fpgra 5-6b, AR 15-6)7

N respondent chaltenged the legsi advisor or any voting member for lack of impartiality {porg 5-7, AR 15-6f:

a. Was the chaflernge properly denied and by the appropriate officer?

| . Dig eacli member sucessshully challenged ceuse 10 parmicipate in the procesdings?

P31 Wies the respondent givea an OppoTmNiy to (pura 5-8a, AR 13-G);

Dé. Be progent with Bis coumsel a1 all open sessions of e board which deal with any matter which concams that respondzar?

b Exavvine and ohject 0 the introduction of real and documentary evidence, including writen staements’

£ Qbject o the wytimony of wimesses and cross-caamine witnesses other han Ins own?

sof Call witnesses and wtherwise intreduce svidence?

L
oo Tesufy av s winess?

i/ Make or have his counsel meke 3 fimal siatement or argement {para 39 AR 15-6)7

41t requesicd. did the fecorder assist the respondent n oblamiag evidence in possession of the Government ard in
l arcdigen for dw presehice of witnesses {parg 5-8b, AR 15.6)7 )

151 Areall of e rasponitent’s requests and objecnions which were denied indicated in the report of proceedings or i an

welosure o exXiubi w o fonrg 5-17, AR 15-617
El

FOOTNOTES.  If Ecptam all urganve unswvers o an oimched theet
I Use af the Nid columi congifitnes o positive rEpreseniaiion it iy oircanstances Jescrbed in the Jeeestion fid o occne fr this FEVE R een

Hre Sinnpned

HCEEE T In

Bomw b af A cvvitaan FVA Doponn, P 574 e W
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SECTION Y. FINDINGS (para 3O ARMSG}

having carefully considered (e evidence, finds: _ N
lled by shrapnel from a M1A1 MPAT round fired at 072323APRO3 at vicimty grid MB415756 in N

Jaghdad, drag. identified a single enemy dismount scaling a wall within his sector and after contacting the
aached enpineer piatoon, his tank engaged the target. The rank round went through the watl and struck an ACE { B43}, _am! shrapnel
from tha: impacl then struck Private First Class Meyer in the neck. OFA 2310 hours local, _ _ oticed an
individual walking in his sector who then began to ccale an 8-10 wall across the highway from his position. He checked his gun ube
orichiation Lo ensure he was in sector (see sector sketches in Exhibits A,B,J} and then comtacied the attached engineer clerment(iigmee |
via FM radio. asked if the engineers had any dismounts 1n the area. Private First Class Mever, the individual §i:”

on radio watch, responded that be dida't know. As the unidentified individual continued to climb the wall,

again requesied if the engineer platoon had any dismounts. Private First Class Meyer again responded that he didn't know. At no time -
did Hpeak to an individual of higher rank. _ called a third time, stating he needed an |
To nowledge, there were no 3,

The _.ﬁ:.{-{:;'c’.s'}."gﬂfa}!! o officer) thoard}, |
Private First Clags Meyer was ki

immethiate answer as the enemy dismount was almost completely over the wall. ' _ rere
friendly forces on the other side of the wall to pass the engagement off to. Private First Class Mever responded on the third iransmission
v oke 1 the same

that negative, there were no engineer dismounts in the area, The engineer piatoon leader, ]
crack trat Private Rirst Class Meyer was pulling radio waich from to hear the third and final radio trapsnission, :
dismount was over the wall. His .50 caliber machine gun was inoperable andf .

qcould no Jonger engage with coax since the enemy
d oke up his crew and fired a main gun MPAT round 4-5 feet above the

pes nol possess thermal sights.
here the enemy threat had climbed. The round went through the wall and struck the bowl of an ACE

ground at the spot on the wall w _
{B43). Shrapuel from Ihe round of the wall explosion then struck Private First Class Mever in the neck and he slumped down in the open

hateh of the M113 (B16). #EMITEERNBIRINNS 1 ovided the first response to Private First Class Meyer whwm -
to gel ¥ (he attached medic. dpmvided immediate aid while .
d Private First Class Meyen: .

sent up a 9-line Medevac request. The Task Force 2-7 IN medics that arrived pronounce

Kiled in Action.

SECTHON V - RECOMMENDATIONS {pgra 3-1J, AR J3-6) .

was unaware of the engineer platoon's location, 4n _-5/-,
and the Company
secior,  Furthermore, poorly cleared

In view of the above findings, the [Fnvestigating officer} {board) recommends:

The proximate cause of this incident was
and lack of understanding of his own tank's sector of fire,
elerent attached to the company in which he serves as the Execuiive OlliceL

Commander, made conflicting statements concerning the rightmost limit off
ard changeover briefs contributed 1o this incident,

mconducted adjacent unit coordination
/ rightmost Jimif was ideniined as the “blue cylinders” (three large QJG
50ft, tall cylinders used for mixing concrele). ese biue cylinders as an easily identifiable company TRP and placed his
third platoon tanks just past the far side of the blue cyhingers, *‘mﬁd not safely fire to the right of the bluc
identilied his rightmost sector as being five meters to the right of the .

cylinders. However, in his statement
rders and understanding of his sector is
ganner, sty at hits rightmost 1imit was the end of the constructiowf

cylinders, The exact cause of the confusion betwee
s a TRP. This confusion over sector limits adjoining friendly

unciear, Additionally,
compound. He could not recail any

positions was largely responsible for the incident. )
* did not realize the location of the attached (EJitngineer platcon. Being the company executive officer, .,
should have been aware of the location of every vehicle in the company. The engineer platoon was originally -
located at the Company CP, and then moved to a new seclor tied in with thizd platoon. hthe engineer platoon - -
teader, moved s vehictes on ling with 1hird piatoon, where they would not ¢xtend south into AN < (o AS 2 /

*Il 13

defined bydI» O:ce set, otified the CP of his vehicle grids and orientations over the company FM net.
call over the company FM net that included the grid Jocations and weapon system orientations of the

1en pul oul a guid :
engineer plaloon. Previcusly @ Phad put out the location of ail tanks and Bradleys in the company with their sectors of fire. (9
and his punner, * both state they did not monitor either net call and failed to realize the location”,

of the engineers attached to their company and integrated into their company defense. and his crew failed 100
LTS and tha ramnany OB failed 1n demand an acknowledeemens from the Executive Officer’s tank,

mesabl Ll e A



anzan B3

ns. He cleared his fires through a Private First Class that obviously did not understand

His sector skeich did not inciude their locatio : ‘ ‘ _
the Tocation oi‘mm}k‘ Pﬂid not include his focation, his gun tube orientation, or the
location and distance of the threal. INot knowing there were friendly elements behind the wall, this never occurred (o him. Private Frgt

Class Meyer observed that he did not have any dismounts on the ground and w0k that statement as a clearance
of fire. Privaie First Class Meyer did not clear any vehicle locations,

 Another canse of this accident deals with a lack of situational awareness. The changeover brief between guard shifis was inadequate. |
Somcons on ank should have monitored the multiple FM transmissions over the company net. The engineer|
nol provide Private First Class Meyer with the situational awareness that he needed.  Either the platoon leader or platoony -

platoon also di
sergeant should have been awake or mmediately awoken by the RTO. Private First Class Meyer strould never have been left in the

situation where he is the individual responsible for clearing fires. If Private First Class Mever had been provided better situational
awareness, or his superiors had cleared fires on the first or second transrission, would have fired coax at the
threat. Private First Class Meyer was unaware of ank onentation and sectors of fire. A company scctor
sketeh with adiacent units should have been present in ihe
nevds 1o be considered as a mitigating factor fo

. Certain other mitigating factors should alse be considere. _
sleep over the previous 48 hours and had 10 make a spiit-second deciSion 10 engage the threat before he escaped. B/3-69 had been in
constant enermy contact since moving into a blocking position east of Baghdad International Airport at 040530APRO3. The encmy had
‘been using small dismount units armed with rocket-propeiled grenades and rifles, capable of kiliing and enpaging friendly units. First -

' erceived an enemy dismount that was escaping over a wall and then wouid be able to maneuver o third plaieon’s

rear undetected. He felt that desiroving the threat immediaiely would pessibly save his conpany's vehicies and soldiers. His exhaustion
and the confusion of batte causc{!mw fire his weapon into a location that he believed was clear. In summary, |
reconunend the following company-wIGE 10 HIENLS.

})  Ensure that all vehicles understand their sectors of fire unconditionally. I recommended adding 2 back brief to the company
commander on sectors of fire over the company net 1o the company SOP. This needs to include the Executive Officer and

Commander's tracks as well as any attachments.

2} Revise and rehearse company/team clearance of fires drills down to the crew level to include all attachments.

3)  Situational awareness needs to be improved. Every soldier on radio watch from company commander down 10 private needs 1o
undersiand the situation and be able to instantly react to flash traffic. RTOs and guards need 10 monitor all radio waffic and brief their

teaders on all key traffic to include location of all friendly units. _
4y A properly performed and executed battie handover between guard shifts must be performed, providing updated situational

AW ANCIESS.

I5 conclusion, | find many factors and several personnel contributed fo this incident; however,
situationat
mcident,
COns eneniy.

to engage.

lack of |

vs, 1 believe the mitigating factors outweigh the evidence against
acted against a threat that he helieved was going (o attack friendly forces. hould be
ormally admonished for his actions. All elements of B/3-69 and the attached engineer platoon 1 0 TCVISE LS 5 as stated above

vehicle. The engineer platcon’s lack of sitnational awarenessfit

estimated that he had only four t five hours of];’

-rese poorly understood sectors of fire, and unclear FM clearance of fires remains the overriding cause of this fratricide |~
»as experiencing combat siress and fatipue on an active battlefield where hi gny had been it £
conjact [o7 Ga
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SECTION VI - AUTHENTICATION (para 3-17, AR 15-6)

belenw, indicate the reason in the space where his signature showld appear.}

alte

THIS REPORT Of" PROC EEDINGS IS CON‘[PLI: TE AND ACCURATE. (If any veling member or the recorder fails 1o sign here or in Section Vil )

{Rem;;f;}w T '{i’.}: réré}:';‘f}g OJjN‘F_Err) {Fresident)
{Member} {Me;:;ber} }
(Member} T (Me;zbcr) T

SECTION VU - RINGRITY REPORT (para 3-13, AR 15-5}

To the extent indicated i Inclosirg
{In the inclosure, identify by monber each finding and;’or recommendation in which the dissenting member(j‘) doles} not concur. State the

reasans for disagreement. Additipnal/substitute findings and/or recommendations may be included in the inclosure. )

. the vndersigned dofes) not concur in the findings and recommendauans of the board.

o fMember) {Member}

9

3

SECTION Vilk- ACTIOH BY APPOINTING AUTHORITY (pare 2.3, AR 15-6)

m{m.-m.rwn s). {If the appointing authority returns the proceedings 1o the investigating officer or board for fwrther proceedings or
corvective action, aitach that correspondence {or a summary, if orel) as a numbered inclosiore )

influenced a series of poor judgment and events.

2} A lack of siwational awareness of friendly elements that were located in the immediate area and close proximity.
3) The failure of&lo completely understand the exact company fire plan as ordered by
commander. ' o

43 The failure of both

exercises will increase clearance procedures and develop soldiers and leaders that
uniis/vehicies/individuals on the bantlefield.

3/t

The f indings und recommendations of the (investigating officer) (board) are {approved) {disapproved) {approved with following exceptions/

1) All individuals involved were in constant combat for 18 days and were experiencing combat stress and fatigue that may have

Coneor with investigating officer's findings and recommendations. Although many factors contributed to the incident, the findings do not
7 suppor! ‘hﬂ‘“ﬁ!(}ns were criminally negligent, wilifully executed or malicious. His actions were cxccu!er} i
agains! a perceived threat. Many faciors led 1o the incident: x

, his comﬁzm_)

an¢ PFC Meyer, the radio telephone operator for 2nd Plawon, B Company, 11th

Engineer Baitalion 1o properly coordinate and clear fires, :
5y The failure of _ to demand (o talk tom the engineer platoon leader, (o clear fires. In addition, thie:’
failure of PFC Meyer (o wakc{g up to coordinate the clearance of fires. B
All soldiers involved execuled their missions 10 the best of their abilities given the combat conditions on the battlefield. Although =

unfortunate and completely accidental, the events of the death of PFC Meyer can be mitigated in the future, but not completely ruled Gu[

as possible in the conditions that were pre‘;cnt on the evening of 7 April 2003. Continued {rammg and participation in field training
:ed ability to understand locations Of




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
TASK FORCE 2-T INFANTRY (MECHANIZED}
3D INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED)
APO AE 093043-3161

AFZP-VAL 22 April 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBIECT: Summary of Oral Appointment

i i‘—_, was appointed as the 13-6 investigating officer i)y_

3}(9 P - 2 Aprit 2005,

2. The purpose of the investigation Js to determine the events surrounding the fratricide incident involving
PFC Jason Meyer,

3. Nospecial fnstructions were given.

4. Point of contaci for this memorandum is the undersigned.

3/,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS
2D BATTALION, 7% INFANTRY (MECHANIZED)
3D INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED)
APO AE 09303

e i
e o
Py

R SFaris OF 7

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

AFZP-VAL-C 11 April 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR-, Headquarters & Headquarters Company,
2d Battalion, 7*" Infantry (Mechanized), 1* Brigade Combat Team, APO AE 09303

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation

|
1. You are hereby appointed as investigating officer UP AR 15-6. You will informally
investigate the circumstances surrounding the suspected fratricide death of PFC Jason
Meyer in Team B, 3d Battalion, 69" Armor.

2, You will thoroughly investigate this event to determine the facts surrounding the
situation and whether it was cansed purely by accident or by soldier negligence. You will
consider, among other things, environmental factors, battle fatigue/stress, situational
awareness and understanding, and communications and clearance of fires and comment on

such.

3. H you suspect a soldier of violating the Uniform Code of Military Justice, you will read
that soldier his/her ights under Article 31(b), Uniform Code of Military Justice, using DA
Form 3881, You will record any statements made by soldiers on DA Form 2823 and
swear them 1o their statement. An alternative method is to have soldiers complete their
statements on regular paper and write the word, “Statement™ across the top of the
document. No respondent will be designated, and the Privacy Act will not apply to this
investigation. You will record your findings and recommendations in brief bullets on DA
Form 1574. You will complete your investigation within 48 heurs from the date of this
memorandum and submit your investigation to me. If you need an extension on the
suspense requirement, submit such a request to me as soon as you recognize the need.
Before beginning your investigation, you will receive a briefing from the Administrative
Law Division, DREAR, DNVT 584-0739/0740.

/6




Unclassified Executive Summary

Background: On the evening of April 7, 2003, during Operation
Iragi Freedom, Army elements were tasked to move toward central
Baghdad to reinforce the success of previous attacks. Prior to
sunset, these forces were ordered to take up defensive positions
along the eastern and western sides of Highway 8. Several tanks
were positioned on the eastern side with grid locations and fire
sectors gpecified to the gouthwest and east. An attached
engineer element was positioned along an east-west highway
behind a wall on the western side of the street. This engineer
element was supposed to be positioned to the northwest of the

northernmost tank.

Discussion: At approximately 2300 hours local on the night of
April 7, the commander of the northernmost tank observed an
unidentified individual walking in his sector who then began to
gcale the wall on the western side of Highway 8. The normal
method of attack employed by enemy forces was for one or two
individuals to attack US armored vehicles with shoulder launched
rocket propelled grenades or small arms fire. Given the late
hour and the furtive movement of the individual, the tank
commander thought this person’s actions were consistent with
that of the enemy. The tank commander also thought that any
friendly forces on that side of Highway 8 were out of range and
northeast of the wall the individual was scaling.

The tank commander checked his gun tube sight to ensure he wag
in sector and then contacted the attached engineer element via
FM radio. He asked if the engineers had any individuals walking
in the area. He was informed that there were no friendly
forces walking in the tank's sector.

The tank commander could no longer engage the target with his
7.62mm M240 machine gun, so he woke up his tank crew and fired a
main gun round 4 to 5 feet above the ground at the spot on the
wall where the unidentified individual had climbed over. The
round went through the wall and struck the bowl of a US Army
combat bulldozer parked on the other gide. Shrapnel from the
round or the wall explosion struck a soldier in the neck
resulting in his death.



AFZP-VAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

TASK FORCE 2-7 INFANTRY (MECHANIZED)
JDNFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED

APQO AE 69303.3101

30 April 2003

MEMORANDUM IFOR RECORD

3/¢SUBJEC'J‘: 15-6 Case Chronelogy f{)r-invesligmion

i. The following
3{@:15 investigated by

d.

b.

enltries camFrise the additional investigation regarding the fratricide case of PFC Meyer

21 2100 APR 03, Verbal notification that the undersigned would be the investigating officer.

22313 APR O3

_and -compmed DA Form 3881, Rights Warning

Procedure/Waiver Certificate.

22 1400 APR (3.

26 1336 APR 03,

the incident.

26 1345 APR 03,
27 1230 APR 03,
29 1130 APR (3.

291220 APR O3,

incident.

29 1430 APR 03,

30 1400 APR 03.

Received 2™ Sworn Statement from-
Received 3" Sworn Statement from - to include diagram of

Received 2™ Sworn Statement from

Received 2™ Sworn Statement fmm-

nd

Received 1™ Sworn Statement from

Received ¥ Sworn Statement from-lo include diagram of the
Received 2 Sworn Statement from—

Compileted Investigation.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Task Force 2-7 Infaniry
1¥ Brigade Combat Team, 3" Infantry Divisio » (Mech)
APO AE 09303-3101

AFZP-VAL 14 Aprii 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBJECT: 16-8 Case Chronology
1. The following entries comprise the 15-6 Investigation regarding the fratricide case of
PFC Mevyer.
a. 072323APR03. DTG of incident

. 111300APRO03. Verbal notification that the undersigned be the Investigating
Officer. '

¢ 121530APRO3. Received Sworn Statement from the ic owing personnel:

Sos

d. 131800APRO3. Received Sworn Statement including Diagram from the following
personnel;

1) |
<l

e. 131600APRO3. Received Sworn Statement from the fcifowing personnel;

(1)
3l ()
()

f. - 131630APR03. Received 1594's from2-7 INand B 112 TOCs.

140700APR03. Received Sworn Statement from the fcliowing personnet:

.
e o U

h. 141200APRO3. Completed Investigation.

2. Paint of contact for this memarandum is the undersigned,

alt




RIGHTS WARNIN d’jPROCEDURE!WAIVER CERTIFICATE

For wee of this form, see AR 180-33; the propanenl ggency 1s DDOIS0OPS

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT

L]

Y Titte 10, United States Code, Section J012{g}
. PURPOSE: To provide commanders and faw enforcement officials with means by which informatien may be accurstely identified.

J8ES: Your Social Security Number is used as an sdditionalfalternate means of identification to Tacilitate filing and retrieval.
IRE: Disclosure of your Social Security Number is voluntary.
yTION i - [2‘, DATE 3. THAE 4. FILE NO.
%1\\iaJ, VY fag 'AQLAFr g% [ % -
L 8. CRGANIZATION R AGDRESS '

= fhase First, Ml ’

- o 7, GRADE/STATUS

P .
PART | - RIGHTS WAIVER/INGN-WAIVER CERTIFICATE

Rights
1ator whosa nama appeass below told ma thot hafthe i with tha United States Army 6 / (O
' and wanted to question me zbout the following offenseis} of which | am
ccused: F‘N*}f{f\’ﬂ(# iney denk Q-t Privade Firsd Cﬁ'ﬂ.ii_d_”_iy,e’f o 7/4,19?‘{,’ 4603

he asked me any guestions about the ellenseis), however, hefshe made it clear 1o me that 1 have the folluwing rights:

3t have ta answer any guestion gr say anything.
ing ! say or do can be used as evidence against me in 3 crminal trial,
srsonnel subject othe UCAKS | have the right to talk privately to a lawyer belors, during, and,é!ter gquestioning and {o have a fawyer present with me

questioning, This lswyer can be a civilien fawyer | arrange for a1 no expense to the Goverament of a rmilitary Inwyer detailed for me 81 no expense 10 me,
.
-or-
iviians not subject to the (JCMUY 1 have the ripht o tak privalely e & lavwye? before, during, and after questioning and {0 have a fawyer present with
#ing questisring. § understand that this lawyer can ba one that § arrange for al my own expense, of it 1 cannot afford 4 lawyer and want one, a lavwyer
s+ appairked for rme balore any questioning beging.
1 now willing to discuss the oftansels) undir investigation, with ar without 4 lawyer prasent, | have a right 10 5100 answadng quagtions at any time, of

privately with a lawyer belote snswering further, even if | sigr the waiver befow.

MENTS {Cantinve on reverse side)

- !aivcr

iy rights as siated above. | am now willing 1o discuss the oflensels) under investigation end make & statemant withoul 1aiking to a lawyer first and without

wygr present with me.

WITNESSES [If avaifable]

A {Type or Print)

JANIZATION OR ADDRESS AND PHONE

INVESTIGATOR

AE {Tvpe or Print}

ORGANIZATION OF INVESTIGATOR

HMIM TN

IANIZATION OR ADDRESS AND PHONE . 6.

. Nom-waiver

Aot want to give up my rights

L want atawyer {1 5 do not want 1o ba questionsd or 38y snything

NATURE OF INTERVIEWEE

THIS WAIVER CEATIFICATE TO ANY SWORN STATEMENT (DA FORM 2623) SUBSEQUENTLY EXECUTED BY THE SUSPECT/ACCUSED

M 3881, NOV 89 EDITION OF NOV 8415 OBSOLETE USAPA 2.0




PART Il - RIGHTS WARNING PROCEDURE

THE WARNING

1. WARMING - Inform the suspectfaccused of:
&, Your afficial position.
fh.  MNatee of otense{s).
c. The fact that hefshe is a suspectfaccused.
2. RIGHTS - Advise the suspect/accused of hisfher tdghts as follows;
~gafore | ask you any questions, you must understand yout rights.”
a.  "You do not have 10 answer my guestions of say anything.”
b. ‘Amﬂhiné vou say of ¢o can be used as evidence against youin a
criminal tiad”
¢. {For persennct subject 16 the UCMJ) "You have the right 1o talk
privalely to a jawyer befare, duting, and after questioning and to
have a lawyer present with you during questioning. This lavwyer

can be a civilian you aresnge for af no expense 1o the Government or & mililary
{awyer detafled for you 8t ag expense 1o you, or both.”
) -~ Of -
{For ehvilians not subject o the UCALY You have the nght 1o 1alk privately w a
tawyer before, dusing, and after questioning and to have b fawyer present with
you dusing quastioning. This lawyer can be one you arrangs for at youd own "
BXPEfse, or if yvou cannot atford a lawyer and want one, & lawyer wit ba
agpeintesd for yoo before any quéstioning begins.” )
d "H you are niow willing 10 discuss the offensels) under investigation, -
with or without 2 lawyer present, you have a right to stop answerdng :
guestions at any time, or speak prvately with a lawyer befors
answesing further, gven i you sign a waiver cerlificate,” "
Maka certain the suspectfascused fully undersiands hisfher fghts.

THE WAIVER

“Do you undedsiand your rghts?™

{1f tha suspectfaceused says “ne,” determine what is not understoad, and i
Recassary repeat the approptiale nights advisement, If the sespectfaccused says
“yes,” ask the lolowing guastion.}

*Have you ever requested s Jawyer after being read your rights?=

F the suspectfaccused says “yes,” find oul when and wheee. If the request
was tecent {.e., fewer than 30 days agol, obtain legal advice whether to
continue the imenogatiun. if the suspectiaccused says “no,” or if the prior
request was not recent, ask himfer the following question.}

{3 you want a tawyer at this time?”
{lf the suspectfaccused says “yes, ™ stap the questioning unt! hefshe has a
Iawyer. If the suspectfaccused snys "no,” ask hisn/er the following guestion.)

* At this time, are you willing 1o discuss the sffense(s) under investigation and
make 2 siaternent without talking ta a lawyer and without having & lawysr
present with youT* #f the suspectiacecused says “ng, ~ stop the intenview and
have himvher read and sign the non-waiver secifon af the waiver cartificare on
the other side of this form, If the suspect/zecused says “ves, ™ have Mmdher read
and sign the waiver section of the waiver certificate an the other side of this

form.}

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS : g

WHEN SUSPECT/ACCUSED REFUSES TO SIGN WANER CERTIRICATE: I the
suspectiacoused orally waives hisiher dghts but refuses 1o sign the waiver
cenificate, you may proceed with the guestioning. Make notations on tha
waiver certificate to the affect that hefshe has stated that hefshie understands
hisfhar rights, does nol want a lawyer, wants 10 dscuss the ur‘{er{sa{si wunder
investigation, and refuses 1o sipn the waiver certificats.

If WAIVER CERTIFICATE CANNGT BE COMPLETED IMMEDIATELY: in alf cases
the waiver cerilicats must be completed as zoon as possible. Every effort
should He made 10 complete the waiver certificate before any dsasﬁonin«g
beging. If the waiver certificate cannet be completed at once, as in the case of
street inferrogalion, cormplelion may he temporarily posiponed. Motgs shouid be
kept on the circumstances.

PRIOA INCRIMINATING STATEMENTS:
1. the supsectiaccused has made sponianeous incominating statements
before being properdy advised of hisfher rights hefshe should be told that
stch statements do oot pidigate him/her 1o answer further questions.

2. If the suspect/aceused was questioned as such either without being advised .
of histher fights ar some Question exists as te the propristy of the first o
statement, the accusad must be so advised. The office of the serving Staff
Spdge Advocate should be contacted for assistance in drafting the proper
rights advissl.

il 1 or 2 applies, the fact that the suspect/accused was advised
accordingly should Be aated in the cormment section on the waiver

HOTE:
certificata and initialed by the suspectfacoused.

WHEN SUSPECT/ACCUSED DHSPLAYS INDECISION Ok EXERCISING HIS OR
HER RIGHTS DURING THE INTERROGATION PROCESS: H during the N
interrngation, the suspect displays indecision zhaut requesting counset Hor
examile, “Maybe 1 should get a fawyer. "}, further questicning must cease
immediately, At that point, you may guestion the suspectfaccused only
concerning whethies he ot she desires 1o waive counsel. The questioning maynat
be utilized to discourage a suspectiaccused from exercising hisfer rights. Far :
example, do noi make such comments as "if you didn't do anythiog wiong, yt’:utl

shwouldn't nesd an altormnay ™}

COMMENTS {Continued]
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PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:

RBUTINE TSES: Yot sociat setutity number is used o an addivionalfalternate maans of identification Lo fackitate Bling and retrisval,

DISCLOSYARE: Diselnsure of your social securily pumber i3 voluniary.
1. LOCATION } 2. DATL YYYYMAIDU) 3. TIHE 4. FILE MUMBER
K Gt O, BALWPAD § 2l _AAL 2603 [33D
5. 1AST BAME, FIRST MAME, SIGDLE BAME 6. 55% 7. GRADEIRTATLS
* _ -2

5. DAGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

| Br-6g
g_ N N
\{0 i 4_—__ WIRHT TO NAKE THE FOLLOWING ST

i‘lﬁ‘ﬁ w il bQ 6 Quesdion and ansier ntervite wiih

SEAEMT HNGER GATH:

Py B/g"éq’

C ' . 1
zl Ob’f’“‘}/ €Xecu Live v} {J_p‘ (er b‘/ the 1nvest Ygatin 0.() : .
v Gues eion Portion is oo O;L 9 -ﬁ:fﬁ'f‘j —z’kc .
poses by MR ot e ove e et o¢ (RN

N D

e you Live to wha 1Ry or pioty £

" | pht of Fhe Ve cylinder ©
.'I Liced. b Jhe Cight ol Yae bluc ey finder, rrer

Py Elf}ﬁnir' vour rishimost Seclor 23 siven fo oL L»}/ tha Compony Commandp, 1
(T\uﬁ rlﬁi\}'f ST  Ceodor wWAS 4o Jhe oot of He L:j}:'ndt,r b ‘
— ‘ v
5 m\c_)fb(s.

) D;d you have the eract locetion of Yoo Ny Platoon ¥
a Ves, Wlimm  was Norkh 0f Me road b rons Eoast fo
LAest

EELRERPE,

10 SR g ' LT, P01 gk 4141 {FI5 STATEMENT §
‘I » [eagetor ek PAGES

TAREW AT _ DAIER I

LOGITIORNA PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEABING "STATEMERT OF

THF SOTTON OF FACH ATOIFIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE WITIALS OF THE PERSON MANIMG FTHE STATEMENT, 450 PAGE NUMEER 28UST B BE IXDILATED.




STATEMENT OF _m maenar ]330 e Db APR 204 7

L

8 STETEMENY Kentinved
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SWORN STATEMENY
For yse of this foem, see AB 190-45; the proponent agency is GOLSOPS

PRIVACY ACT STATERMENT

AUTHORITY: Titie 1 USC Sectian 30Y; Title & USC Saction 2951; £.0. 8397 dated Kovembar 22, 1943 [SS547
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