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THIRD ENDORSEMENT on MAJ         ’s AR 15-6 Invest. of 24 Feb 07 

From:  Commander, Ground Combat Element, Multi National Force West 
To:    Staff Judge Advocate (File) 

Subj:  FRATRICIDE INCIDENT ON 2 FEB 07 AT COMBAT OUTPOST GRANT
  WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATHS OF PRIVATE MATTHEW ZEIMER
  AND SPECIALIST ALAN MCPEAK

Ref:   (a) AR 15-6 

1.  I have reviewed the subject investigation and find it to be in 
compliance with reference (a).  Paragraph 4, subparagraph (b) is 
modified from Enclosure (20) to Enclosure (21) to reflect the 
appropriate source.  I concur with the findings and recommendations 
of the Investigating Officer as endorsed by the Commander, 1st
Brigade Combat Team.  Specifically, I find that a US M830A1 HEAT-
MP-T projectile fired from a US M1A1 tank struck COP Grant and 
caused the deaths of Private Matthew Zeimer and Specialist Alan 
McPeak.

2.  As the investigation discloses, the battle on 2 February 2007 
was fierce, chaotic, and prolonged.  A well-organized and numerous 
enemy engaged coalition forces from multiple directions in a 
crowded neighborhood on a dark, smoke and dust obscured 
battlefield.  The soldiers involved in this incident were combat 
experienced and familiar with the area and friendly positions.
Nevertheless, they became disoriented relative to their own 
position and the targets they were engaging.  Although Soldiers 
rigorously train to prepare for the constant uncertainty of the 
battlefield, their honest and concerted efforts can never fully 
eliminate the inevitable fog of war.  Tragically, in this case it 
led to the mistake that claimed the lives of Private Matthew Zeimer 
and Specialist Alan McPeak.

3.  The Commander, 1st Brigade Combat Team has undertaken 
significant measures to prevent these incidents in the future.  In 
truth, the inherently chaotic nature of the modern urban 
battlefield prevents any combination of preventative measures from 
completely eliminating the possibility of tragic events like this.
I am, however, completely confident that these measures will 
dramatically reduce the potential for future fratricide incidents.

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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Subj:  FRATRICIDE INCIDENT ON 2 FEB 07 AT COMBAT OUTPOST GRANT
  WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATHS OF PRIVATE MATTHEW ZEIMER
  AND SPECIALIST ALAN MCPEAK

4.  I offer my most sincere and heartfelt condolences to the 
families of Private Matthew Zeimer and Specialist Alan McPeak.
Words cannot adequately convey the depth of the sorrow we feel for 
the loss of our friends and comrades in arms.  Each of these fine 
young men fought bravely and selflessly during the fierce battle 
that raged that night and each gave his life honorably serving his 
country.

               

Copy to: 
MARCENT, SJA 
MNC-I, SJA
CO, 1 B         nly) 
IO, MAJ          (end only) 
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1.  DATE:
2.  OPERATION CODE

X ORIGINATOR OF ROUTE SHEET D INFORMATION
A APPROPRIATE ACTION E RETENTION
B SIGNATURE F RETURN TO:  SJA
C CONCURRENCE G COMMENT(S)

Use numbers to indicate routing sequence 

3.  SUBJECT:   FRATRICIDE INCIDENT ON 2 FEB 07 AT 
COMBAT OUTPOST GRANT WHICH RESULTED IN THE 
DEATHS OF PRIVATE MATTHEW ZEIMER AND SPECIALIST
ALAN MCPEAK

7.  DATE 8.  INITIALS 9.  NATURE OF 
ACTION  REQUIRED

ORIGINATOR
INITIALS

DUE DATE 
(if any)

4.  RTG 5.  OPR 
CODE

6.  ADDRESSEES

IN OUT CONCUR NON
CONCUR ROUTINE         

CG URGENT

DCG

4 B/F CDR, GCE

10.  ACTION OFFICER (NAME, GRADE, SECTION, EXT) 

                               CAPT, SJA, 3404-434

3 G C/S

2 A SSEC

SGT MAJ

1 A SSEC ADMIN

AC/S, G-1

AC/S, G-2

AC/S, G-3

AC/S, G-4 

AC/S, G-5

AC/S, G-6

PAO

X SJA 3/13 3/13          
COMPTROLLER

CHAPLAIN

SURGEON

PROTOCOL

ADJUTANT

HQBN

11.  REMARKS AND SIGNATURE: 

PURPOSE. To obtain the Deputy CG’s signature on the 
endorsement to the enclosed investigation. 

BACKGROUND.  On 2 Feb 07, Soldiers at Combat Outpost (COP)
Grant and COP Eagle’s Nest became engaged in a battle with Anti-
Iraqi Forces (AIF).  The AIF simultaneously attacked the two COPs
from several directions, employing a mixture of weapons systems.
The COPs requested support and the QRF, two US M1A1 tanks 
arrived immediately after a Guided Multiple launch Rocket System
(GMLRS) strike on enemy targets.  The M1A1 crewmen became 
disoriented relative to the own position and which building they
were targeting. One tank fired an M830A1-HEAT-MP-T round that 
hit COP Grant, causing the deaths of Private Zeimer and Specialist 
McPeak were killed.

DISCUSSION.  The IO determined UAV footage discloses that 
fratricide was the cause of death of Private Zeimer and Specialist 
McPeak.  The IO determined the incident was an accident and not 
a result of negligence.  The IO recommended better
communication between COPs. He also recommended marking 
COPs with thermal and infrared. Commander, HQ, 3D Battalion, 
69th Armor Regiment, concurred with the IO’s findings but felt that 
additional interviews would provide clarification.  Commander, 1
BCT, concurred with the investigation as endorsed by Commander,
HQ, 3D Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment but decided that no further
investigation is needed.
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Enclosure 21 Is the UAV Disk 
It is Located Elsewhere in the File 
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TF 1-9 IN TOC LOG

DTG MESSAGE
0:04 MANCHU AIR REPORTS THE AIR IS CLEAR 
0:19 PATHFINDER FLOT AT                    
0:21 RAGE LINKED UP WIT                        R
0:38 PATHFINDER FLOT AT                    
0:47 PATHFINDER FLOT AT                    
0:59 OP EAGLE'S NEST REPORTS BEING ENGAGED
1:05 CALL BRIGADE TO DECLARE A TIC

1:05 EAGLES NEST IS TAKING FIRE FROM BLDG 170 WITH 
MACHINE GUN AND RPG'S (2-3 AIF)

1:10 EAGLES NEST IS TAKING MORTORS (60MM) FROM L4 BLDG 
6

1:11 TAKING FIRE FOR BLDG 35 P10 B170 L6 AND 91 L6

1:15 QRF WAS CALLED TO GO DOWN TO THE EAGLES NEST
1:15 DOG 6 ASKS FOR GMLRS ON BLDG 170 L6

1:18 PATHFINDER FLOT BEARS RD AND NOVA NOT ABLE TO 
MOVE DOWND ONE OF THE ROADS

1:31 EAGLES NEST STILL TAKING FIRE FROM BLDG 170
1:31 SHOT WITH GMLRS
1:33 SPLASH WITH GMLRS

1:35 DOG 6 REQUESTS MG ROUND FOR BLDG 161 P10
1:39 DOG 6 HOLDING FIRE FROM EAGLES NEST 
1:43 DOG 6 CONTACT FROM BLDG 130 L6
1:50 PATHFINDER MOVING SOUTH ON RED ROAD

1:59 OP HOTEL TAKING FIRE FROM BLDG 23 M65 RETURNED 
FIRE 2-3 SECOND BURST M240B

2:10 CALLED BRIGADE WFOR TIC COMPLETE

2:11 PATHFINDER FLOT 00 NORTHING MOVING SOUTH ON 
ORCHARD

2-Feb-07
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(b)(2)High

(b)(2)High



TF 1-9 IN TOC LOG

DTG MESSAGE
2-Feb-07

2:16 PATHFINDER FLOT MOVING WEST ON MICHIGAN
2:21 PATHFINDER FLOT ARCHES

2:22 NATIVE MAIN CALLS TO REPORT THAT 19 IA AND 4 VEH 
ARE MOVING TO THE COP FOR A 0330 SP TIME

2:23 WARLORD 6 ASP FROM RAMADI WITH 35VEH 107PAX

2:25 HEAVY QRF ON THE WAY BACK TO CORREGIDOR

2:27 HEAVY QRF ON THE WAY BACK TO CORREGIDOR

2:59 NATIVE 3 SP WITH 28IA'S, 3LN,4MITT,1MWD,4ANGLICO TO 
CONDUCT A RAID IVO OF ROUTE APPLE

3:06 NATIVE 3 ELEMENT @ BLDG 38 ZONE233
3:13 RAGE 1 RE SUPPLY COMPLETE @ 2145

3:13 WARLORD BLUE 4 DROPED OFF PATHFINDER @ CP295
3:16 NATIVE 3 ELEMENT FLOT BLDG 83 ZONE 233
3:21 WARLORD BLUE 4 RTB CORREGIDOR
3:32 NATIVE 3EXFIL
3:39 WARLORD 6 FLT295
3:47 NATIVE 3 AND ALL PAX FOR PATROL RTB COP 
3:50 NET CALL FOR COMSEC CHANGE OVER AT 1000

3:50
WARLORD BLACK 6 FOUND IRL AT INTERSECTION OF 
EASY AND 20TH STREET DISABLED BY 100 ROUNDS OF 
COAX

3:56 DSU MISSION@                          
4:00 WARLORD 6 CONVOY RTB CORREGIDOR

4:02 SOUTH HOUSE REPORTS THAT THE AMBUSH RTB SOUTH 
HOUSE

4:33 COMPASS CALL FROM 0500-0600
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