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! MOD Form 266A/B

Case Ref No: 83187/06 (Introduced 12/03)

SERVICE POLICE
WITNESS STATEMENT
(CJ Act 1967, S.9;MC Act 1980, SS.5A(3a) and 5B;MC Rules 1981 r70)

Statement of: o

Rank/Status:

Age if under 18: Over 18 (if over 18 insert “over 18" Occupation: HM Forces (RN)

This statement (consisting of 3 pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have
wilfully stated in it anything which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Signature: Dated the 10" day of December of 2006.

| am . currently serving with 45 Cdo RM, Camp Bastion (BSN), BFPO 792. -
I arrived in theatre on 9 Oct 06 and | am due to return to the UK on or around 15 Apr 07. My parent
unit is 45 Cdo RM, RM Condor, Arbroath, Scotland.

‘We arrived at on 24 'Nov 66 a'n‘d_-ﬁarbodré-d rup next to
the artillery. We then conducted low level training and intelligence gathering patrols of the local area.

At the beginning of Dec 08, the Light Dragoons (LD) arrived at the gun line. We conducted further
fraining with them.

On 5 Dec 06, we deployed on Operations into the Garmser area having been given orders by

I S l

In addition to these people there were other attachments, however, | do not know their names. Those
attachments were a Royal Engr, a Medic and 3 others who controlled air support.

Once deployed on the ground we began to complete our tasks which were o secure compounds

within pre-designated boxes, which were named as follows
Jl .

1 Tp cleared the A boxes, 4 Tp cleared the B boxes and 5 Tp cleared C boxes. As the boxes were
cleared we moved onto the next box, but only when the other Tp's had completed their box. As we
moved from A1 to A2, 4 Tp would be going from B1 to B2 and the same with 5 Tp.

We had completed the clearance of A2 and were waiting to go into A3, which is when the attack
helicopters (AH) were firing into the compound to initially clear it ready for the ground troops coming

A
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in. Once they had done this at A3, and when the other Tp's were ready we moved into A3. The AH
then left the area, so we moved into a trench which ran from East to West which is when we were
contacted by Small Arms Fire (SAF) from the south in the area of the compound

The line up in the trench fram left to right was as follows: | o

i - P vas at the corner of the trench where it ran into
another trench that ran north to south. This is where the air controliers were also. | cannot be sure
where the Engr was. To the east were 3 and 2 Sects of 1 Tp.

The area we took incoming from was a compound and the tree line to its right. We returned fire with
Minime, Rifles, Light Anti-tank Weapon (LAW), and Underslung Grenade Launcher (UGL). The
compound and tree line were about 300m to 400m from the trench.

The time was about 1300hrs. The contact lasted about 30 minutes to 1 hour, however, during Iulls in
battle we attempted to identify specific enemy areas, by muzzle flashes. It was said that we were
taking incoming SAF from the North, but could not be sure. | did not see any enemy in the North and
did not return fire in that direction. :

Fast Jet dropped a 500lb bomb on the tree line to the right of the compound. The 10 second count
down was heard and we all dropped to the ground and covered our ears. | cannot be sure but
another bomb may have been dropped In the same location or on the compound. | know that there
was a bombing run halted as the count down stopped mid way through

Fast jet then made another run which came in from the West and appear to fly the line of the trench.
As it did it started to open fire with the guns. | was on the northern bank of the trench and kept my
head down, but still noticed that rounds were hitting the ground ahead of me near where ~°

’ " was. | could see the dust popping up from the ground and leaves from the trees coming
down. 1 put my head down and didn't look up again. I'm not sure what it was but something hit me
on the left in the area of my hip. After the plane had past | checked the area and my bandolier was
ripped open and the round inside were bent. | did not suffer any injury.

an asked if everyone was OK, but it was seen that . was lying on his front. -
_ and then attended to as 1S a team medic. | continued to cover the
arcs of fire and return fire in the direction of the compound. | could see .in the corner of

the trench with people around him

| saw that the lads dealing with . had cut his webbing off and that they had removed his
body armour. | also saw them doing CPR on him and when the medic got there they all continued to
do the CPR.

At this point we were still under contact from the area of the compound, so other calisigns from the LD
were requested, however, | believe that the radio wasn't working.

About 10 —~ 15 minutes later, the ambulance callsign arrived at the trench with another
Scimitar. The injured were loaded into the ambulance whilst | continued to return fire and observe my
arcs of fire. As a result of being still under contact and with the thought that we were under contact
from the North as well, we were to move to the East towards 4 Tp under the cover of the additional
callsigns.
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| know that » weapon (Minimi) was taken by the Royal Engr together with a bandolier of
ammunition from ; webbing.
| believe that . . webbing and body armour were left on the ground; however, | did not see

it after the incident.

The Tp then moved off to the East along the trenches and eventually into another compound about
150 Metres away. There was still gunfire from the area of the compound, however, | cannot say if it
was directed at us. We left the compound heading east. The Royal Engr then blew holes in the
compound wall to enable us to head east towards 4 Tp

In relation to the wearing of Osprey body armour and plates, | believe that the size of plate worn is
personal choice. | wear the large Osprey plate in the front of the body armour, but wear the
Enhanced Combat Body Armour (ECBA) plate in the rear pocket of the body armour. The reason for
doing this is that it is easier to operate on the ground.

| do not recall being directed by anyone to dress this way. -
Signed: -
Signed:

RMP (SIB)
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’T:ase Ref No: 83187/06 ,i {(Introduced 12/03)

SERVICE POLICE
WITNESS STATEMENT
(CJ Act 1967, S.9;MC Act 1980, SS.5A(3a) and 5B;:MC Rules 1981, r70)

Statement of:

Rank/Status: Surgeon Commander

| Age if under 18: Over 18 (if over 18 insert "over 18") Occupation: HM Forces (RN)

This statement | g % S v -- -, -, s true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have
wilfully stated in it anything which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Signature: Dated the 7" day of December 2006.

I am Surgeon Commander ~. | am currently employed at the | }
¢ . Camp Bastion (BSN), Argnanistan, BFPO 792.

| am a Consultant Anaesthetist and my name appears on both the Principle list of the General
Medical Council of Great Britain and the Specialist Register. My relevant medical qualifications are
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MB BS), University of London i and Diploma of
Fellow, Royal College of Anaesthetists, London

On 05 December 06, | was on duty as a member of the Medical Emergency Response Team
(MERT), the medical element of the Incident Response Team at Camp Bastion. At approximately
1310L hours, the team was activated in response to a casualty report from the south of Helmand
Province. | immediately attended the Joint Operations Cell (JOC), where | was informed that there
were two UK casualties requiring extraction, one was said to have sustained a serious chest injury
requiring evacuation (triage category T1), the other casualty was categorised T3, so called “walking
wounded”. A mechanical ventilator was also requested by the ground callsign.

The IRT launched from Camp Bastion in v at approximately . hours and arrived
on scene at approximately hours. wn arrival, two armoured vehicies approached and

(MERT paramedic) and |, left the aircraft to make contact with each of the vehicle crews.
The crew informed me that the patient had already been declared killed in action (KIA) by the unit
Medical Officer, Surgeon Lieutenant . RN. All efforts at resuscitation had ceased and the
body of a UK serviceman, whom | now know fo be Marine * of 45 Commando, was
transferred by stretcher into the waiting aircraft. We lifted at approximately hours.

| immediately made a basic assessment of There was no breathing effort after
opening the airway, no carotid pulse and no apex heart beat. His pupils were fixed and dilated and
there were already early signs of venous pooling on the underside of his body. A Field Medical Card
was tucked under hi body relating to It recorded Surgeon Lieutenant . initial
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assessment and declaration that he was KIA. Having confirmed for myself that
dead, I then assisted the rest of the team in treating the surviving casualty.

Signed:

Signec:

RAF SiB
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0& DEC 06
MEMORANDUN

Prom: $trike Fighter Squadron CWE THFEZ ONE
TO: Cerriser Air ®ing SEVEN

e
Subj:‘ FLIGHT 05 Hov, ZE8Q TIC A TV

1. Launch from CVN-69 and transit teo initia) tasking was uneventful.
I was called off Lnitial tasking s tar friendly position talk-or and a
5 minute NAI ipvestigation of a village in under

control. ' Pdirected me to suppert TIC TB. Upon arrival at TIC
1B  receivsd s turnover from . (otf-going section) and checked
in with the JT2C, - After & situation uodate was called awav
ta supoort TIC IA in checked in with on

at - I gave a3 full check in to and received a SITRZP

update including the enamy movement and location te the south of
riendly forces. 'tated that they'd been taking fire and that
there wsre no friendlies to the south of his position. - then
provided friendly ccordinates of . elevation

got my egensors into the friendly position and then passed
coordinates ¢f & suspacted ACM site of elew !

At that location wss three compounds . invastigated the area for nine
minutes with RSTR.

2, was then ipfcrmed that he was taking fize from a separate area
and he requested a 1,000 pound bomb on that target, a cemround with an
open courtyard. infermed him that  had a 500 pound laser guided
bomd (LGB! with instantaneous fuzing. Fe asked what that meant and
said “Bigger boom”. He rogered that and we exchanaed target talk-on
informstion for the ccmpound. chackad the winds and told him that
could get a bomb on target in 3 minutes with 2 oun—in from the Hest
or in cne-and-a-half minutes if came in from the
Bast | - He informed ms that he needed a bomb as
s00n as could get it tnere. Satisfied with the target location via
the . 'FLIR, I quickly proceeded sutbound for an East-to-West delivery,
At 15 seconds prier to delivery called “In from the East” and
said “Cleared hot” under Type I cocntrol, relesszd the LGB, offset a
bit to the right and delay (auto! lased the bomb to impzct on the
southeast corner of the compound, called “Good hit, now need
¥ou to strafe the Nerthwest cormer of that cempound., East to West or
West to Bast. We'rs still taking Zire.”. told him that I would
strefe from the Bast and he said “Expect clearznce on final”.
climbed to the East and returned back to the West for the strafing run.
WWE83 said thet he needed the gun on a tower In the northwest corner of
the compound that had just attacked with the LGE. He confirmed that
would receivs clearancs on finzl and requested an “in® call. Upon
turning back into the target from the East, on a 280 heaging, I called
in freom the East” and received a single “you're cleared hot

" under Type T eontrol. andesignated the targset in the H0O as
the target dizmond wes occcluding the terger area and  expended 1&0
rounds of 20™* on the northwest corner of the compound stated

that the fire had ceased from that logation, but almost immediately
indicated that he was taking fire from a different location. When
told him was ready to CopY. he passed goordinstes for a two story
building from which he balieved ha was being fired upon.
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J. The cocrdinatas for the twe stiory building were
eglev He reguested & West ¢r East run—in. told him that we’d

ba coming in from the West in order to achieve 3 tailwind for the LGB.
had & GFS malfunction and was unakble to attein target
acguisition., Consequantly, 4r=idsd to sxecute the briefed buddy-lase
gameplan per sgusdroa stan. As He procesded to the West confirmed
targst location with using & lerge crater just to the West of the
building as 2n anchor polint. The targst building was i—ediately East
of the crzter snd very sasy to discerm on the  FLIR. turned in a
bit too quickly and we were unasble to release 3 bonb, then
proceeded back the West and set up for & ==2cond run at ihe targst.
W33 queried me on the status 9f our drop and I teold him that we wess
coming back irhound momentarily and that we'd be rzleasing orfrance in
45 seconds. Unfortunately, as we headed Dack to the tzr-s* direcced

to drop his bomb in CCIP mode which was against
babit patte-n, As a resuls was unable to release a2 homb
after I'd called "In from tha Weat” and zeceived 2 "Cleared hot” Izom
WW83. W®e then went back outbound znd had a2 geood dizlogue zbout
dropping the bomb, attack fcrration, laser code and TDC assicrmeat.
asked to crem out of menual and  agreed. We turned back In

st THM. requasted 2 110 dedgrse run-in h=acing

, vice 09C decrees and was told "110 degress ig " -roved just
put that b-=" on target”, queried =+ for a time of rélease znd
stated “30 seconds™, I then told him° in from the Weat”®.
satd “Clezrad Het”. T then stzted “10 secc~ds” to my wingman On Wy aux
frequency and then I called "3, 2, i1, release”. called "One
away¥. He oulled up and slightly away from me and offset just
glightly. recaented svatus of the drop and I said “Cn2 away. One
bomb awsy”. I psused and the ‘trig-lased’ borh continucusly
to impaczt.

4. After delivery of the second LGE called "pelta F-+zl, delta
hotel. Direct hit. HNow ed you %o strafe the tree line that runs
Baat to West just South of thet building®. wag in a left hand turn
back out tLowar-is the Weasr, eraring for the recuestnd East-teo-West
run-in. At thet point 4l sd winoman, te follow in

trail so that he would be position to utilize his gun zfter  came
off my strafing run. He had a bad FLIR 2nd  thought it the logical
follow-on weapon for the currsnt scenaric. As directed, ne dropped in
trail of me and Followed me to the West. During that time as  rolled

out of my turn, now heading ¥West, war abeam the intended target,
approximstely 2.0 miles to the Yorth of it. used my
to confirm 5 talk-en and called

"Ceptzat? on the tree sine irmediately sowth of the eecond LGB
delivery. I awitched my recording squipment from the  FLIR 1o the

. I was told that wanted to strafe that tree line out to the
Wert. As it was 2 long tree linme told | chat would strafe along
the tree line fram 3 point directly south of the szecond LGB delivery
for a distance out to the West which wonld be egual to the distance
from the gecond TGE delivery *n the tree line {approximatsly 75
meters}. He reos=ponded “Reger that, vwou’ll be cleared with the gun on
that tree line from the West. <Call in with heading on final™.
slewed my targer diament 3ust off my strafe target, having lzarned Irom
the previous strafe thet the dizmond cccluded my tally of a -wz2ll
target zraa. proceeded cut aspproximztely + from the targei,
never losing contact of the drifting srake emanating Ivom the segond
LGB delivarvy, told te got tally of my hits and be srerared

et - i i = 5
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Interview of

PRES: My name is Captain [ am investigating a potential friendly fire incident
that occurred on or about 5 December 2006, near Kandahar, involving a U.S. F18 and
United Kingdom Royal Marines. This investigation is conducted under Department of
Defense Instruction 6055.7 and has been cenvened to produce a publicly releasable report
of facts, circumstances surrounding the incident and to gather and preserve evidence for
use in claims, litigation, disciplinary, and administrative proceedings and for 2] other
purposcs except mishap prevention. This is not a Safety Investigation Board. This Board
does not have access to any confidential information that you may have been provided in
connection with this incident. Your swomn testimony may be used for any proper
purpose. Additionally your testimony may be released to the public.

The time is 0915, on 15 December 2006 and the persons present are witness to

Lieutenant Commander , Captain ., Board President, we have
Commander ! Lieutenant Colonel * —.., Lieutenant Colonel , rlight
Lieutenant ' 7 s, Majo. Squadron Leader '
Lieutenant Commander md YNI n attendance here.

PRES: Please state for the record your name and please spell it out.
WIT:

PRES: Can you give me your rank and status of service?

WIT: , active duty, VFA 131,

- PRES: Okay, your position in the squadron?

WIT;

PRES: And your unit location?

WIT

PRES: Currently deployed in the North Arabian Gulf?

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Okay, you may be suspected of offenses under the UCMJ in connection with a
fatality resulted with a friendly fire incident on § December 2006 between your aircraft
and Royal Marines. Before we proceed any further, [ need 1o advise you of your rights.

WIT: Yes, sir.

] ﬂ«’ﬂb



PRES: Under Article 31 of the UCMJ, you may remain silent, that is say nothing at all.
Any statement you make, oral or written, may be used as evidence against you in a trial
by court-martial or in other judicial or adminstrative proceedings. You have the right to
counsel to consult a lawver and to have a lawyer present during this interview. You have
the right to military legal counsel, free of charge in addition to military counsel; you are
entitled to civilian counsel of your own choosing at your own expense. You have the
right (o request a lawver at any time during this interview. If you decide to answe
questions, you may stop the questioning at any time. Do you understand your rights?

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Do you want a lawyver?

WIT: Negative, sir.

PRES: Are you willing to answer questions?
WIT: One hundred percent, ves, sir.

PRES: Okay, thank vou fora eeing to speak with us. [ now need to give vou an oath, if
Y Y gr g P e b
you will raise your right hand and repeat 2fer me:

Do you solemnly swear and affir: that the testimony you are to give now on this
matter under investigation is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Okay. All right thanks and for the record if 1 inadvertently call
' that is because his call sign is and he is kniown to me
as

The way that we are going to conduct this is we are going to kind of
chronologically take a step back to 5 December and we wil] start off with everything
from the ship and we are just ¢oing to kind of sequentially march through the flight in the
order that it makes sense to me. 1am Just going 1o ask you to recall to the best of your
abilities, all of the details and if you are unsure of those details, you can refer to any notes
that you may have brought and we will just take a pause. If you are unsure of the
question, ask me 1o repeat to be more specific but if you just don’t know the answer, just
say “T don’t know” or I am unsure.”

WIT: Yes, sir.
PRES: Instead of guessing ahout the answer.

WIT: Okay.



PRES: Iwould like to start off by talking about your pre-mission preparation for the
HOP. What was your understanding of what the mission was about? What type of effort
went into preparing for it?

WIT: Yes, sir. First thing | need to say s that ] did speak with Licutenant

before this all came about. When I was told 1o give my 36 hour history. She is the—
works at the Bahrain NLSO and T asked her only about a 36 hour history and I was
advised by the Admiral JAG to do 50, so I gave her a ring just to touch base the day
before coming out here. [ did not speak with her again, nor have [ talked to her about
anything else and never would retain a status relationship with her; I just asked her a brief
question over the 36 hour history. I don’t know if that is a factor at all and I don’t want
to taint anything with what is about to happen.

Maj So, did you speak 10 the defense counse]?

WIT: Ispoke with Lieutenant only to ask a question about the 36 hours
history, if they could take my old one or if I had to, in fact, type up a pew one.

Maj Jid you speak to her prior to coming here?

WIT: 1did speak with ker on 12 December.

Maj And did she advise you about speaking before this board?

WIT: She wasn’t sure of the composition with the board, I didn’t get into details of the
composition of the board, I didn’t mention the name of the board. I did mention it was

for a friendly fire investigation and just asked about the--whether [ should have to rewrite
the 36 hour history, if they needed a hand written one.

Maj - All right, you may have potentially retained a defense counsel and have
established an attomey-client relationship.

WIT: Okay.

Maj With that said, you have the right to have that defense counsel present

here before this Board. Do you want that to occur?

WIT: I definitely do not want that and I definitely did not mear to accidentally establish
a relationship with her.

Maj Would you like to speak with her prior to conversing with this Board?

WIT: Negative.
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Maj Therefore, are you waiving your right to have counse] present at this
board?

WIT: Tam.
Maj You may continue questions.

WIT: For the mission tha: [ was sent ou on, I believe, we were to go out and
support an area that we had been headed to, some areas in the country that we deemed hot
spots, was an area that may be one of those hot spots near

a kind of kill box, kill container area. Also, we weren’t to be mvestigating any

named areas of interast, we were to swing by in that vicinity as
well, just as an over flight presence as necessary. We were given 3 named areas of
interest that we had put into our systems to take a look at. Sometimes thar information is
old information a well written ASR tends to be repeated again and again and continue to
get its approval through the CAOC process but the intent is to get in touch with the JTAC
and essentially 10 provide what he needs once we do arrive there, so sometimes those data
points or waypoints aren't necessarily exactly what you will be looking at though it is
nice to get up there and establish a working understanding of the area 10 which vou have
been assigned. Having done that, | was prepared to go up there and continue training

- I'viewed the mission as a 2 tier. Number | to satisfy the requests, desires, and
needs of the folks on the ground, number 2, continue to get whatever wingman T am
flying with, he it or someone else to understand how the JTAC
process works and through the conversation and al] the training that we have received at
that point now applies in country. Having previously done that with

. I'was looking to move forward with that type of training on this mission, sir.

So, I wet up there to work with hadn’t worked with
before, had gotten some SA from the GLOs and the folks previous to them that they are
aggressive but good and that is p retty much the mindset that T wen: out there with, sir.

PRES: How was the information for Your mission planning gathered?

WIT: I thought it was decent for an area I hadn’t been previously been assigned, I
thought the products were good such that T could go out and execute the mission without
any difficuity. The information didn’t seen: as old, okay, I hadn’t scen this a number of
times previously, possibly that is because | hadn’t been assigned to that area previously.
But I felt that it was p-e-mission prep provided me the ability to check what I needed to
check and I thought I had the ability to do that both in talking with the GLOs with whom
I'have established a good relationship and ‘he boat’s targetier or ANGst
targetier.

PRES: Okay, can you talk to us about the bricf, the overall brief and ther specifically

your individual element brief with your spare and your wingman and touch on all of the
significant portions of ractical executions within the HOP?
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WIT: Yes, sir. Because we were provided with a product from our Air Wing, I initially
start out the first couple of briefs with a power point brief that we would run through.
Once we were completed with the overall brief, we would go through a power point brief;
1did that brief twice m that manner. This being my 10th mission, my 3rd on having
briefed + and the {light experience of the spare and the new product
that had been provided, it is now on ship, a briefing card page that has all the items listed
from the m-flight brief guide laid out there and with some notes that  always take and
throw into my briefs. We marched throu gh the standard overall brief as an ezrly moming
brief, so I did my pre-mission prep well before a flight that I had the night prior,
tightened up any ATO changes that had come out, there we=c none So, before heading
o' Itightened up the knee board card, printed it out and made sure there were no
changes. | had everything prepared also because I was the overall
event lead for that the CAG stand is o, or Air Wing Stand, rather, is to have the person
tabbed on the air plan as the overall event lead 1o brief whatever sections may be
proceeding in countr, so | had pul together that portion of the brief and was prepared to
address any Tanker issues that might arise, 1 believe it was and thatis a
guess, and my flight ard myse'f to see where we would have conflicts with 2 Tanker. We
needed to 2ssurz how we got on station and how we necd to de-conflict certainly on the
front-side Tanker. [ believe we were aiso £0ing to sec them on the mid-cycle and we
were coming from fu o different areas, so there would be no possibility to drag between
one area and the other to support one unless somebody had a higher priority mission.
With that, woke up fairly close to the bricf, where it was a fairly late event the
night prior to a fairly early brief, the first brief the nex! morning. Iwas happy with my
pre-flight prep from the night before and the day prior. | went into the brief, picked up
the mic and started chatting off the heat, Ovwerall, it took about 7 or 8 minutes, we have
streamlined the process a good bit and hit all the relevant points, I don’t recall any
changes. I did hit home, [ belisve it was with from 3, talked
to him about the conflicis on the Tanker that 1 saw, | mformed him that we would be
proceeding to the Tankeor first, launching early, and getting up there as quickly as possible
with the gas and the winds it should not be a factor for us, which is why we had some
increase in on-station time and should have loft much earlicr than we wers supposed to.

Complete with the overall brief, I sat down 1o my bref in Civic, some folks go to
the Ready Room, ] like (o brief in Civic for the very reason that the GLOs are directly to
my night and | can get updates from them real-time, if T forgot to pass something over my
ROVER C, I can do that. ROVER is one of my primary methods of confirming in PID
with the JTACs and if they have any information on TICs that might be going on. That is
probably the greatest highlight 1s that ] was, in fact, given TIC India-Alpha as an area that

I could be sent to take 2 look at. As such, it was noted and brefed ¥asont or
They gave me the exact grid coordinate for that location was, so as a chance to
brief it as an okay for our assigned killbox, or kill conainer of - we may

be sent about 60 to 70 miles to the southwest to support TIC India-Alpha. A real-time
inject like that was really useful for us, We went through the normal bricf starting with
admin. The brief card that we have kind of mixes some admin, Tac Admin but nothing

that makes us uncomfortable, 1ad heard me spezk twice before this being the



being the third time. We had flown twice before and this would be the third time. For
that though I don’t think anything was really omitted. It allowed me to anchor where 1
wanted to anchor. We glossed over the boulevard procedures and se!f-reporting nets, and
some frequency changes, he knew that my stand would be using Mids, LINX 16, JTIDS
Bravo as the primary. And with all of the times that we would be in contact with JTAC,
we would have the " TAC on AUX in the GREEN, on primary should we
need to be switched around. The only change being that about 3 days prior they brought

in, up and operational so, that could throw a little bit of kink in the mix, but
nothing we couldn’t work through.

We then hit some tactical employment; | am trving to recall exactly what
tactically we did brief. [ believe J-DAM TOO designation was a large portion of the
tactical brief. 1t would have been very important, 1 having delivered a J-DAM TOO
previously on the fire: night of the war or [ am sorty, our effort, in theater rather and 1
have scen some lessons leamed come out of that, 1t is probably what [ anchered most on
with , Ssomething that he hadn’t previously seen. We did address LG2 delivery
and standard fuse settings, anm settings, delivery profiles, desire for a bunt per our Air
Wing stand. Gun, identified the pattern that | was going to use and a MINOUT that we
would get 1o and 1 did stress as I do in most of my briefs parzmeters for the gun is to be
able to come off safely, get erough speed in the jet to have an in-range queue, such that
you do not have to apply any corrections to our gun reticule. 1f we don’t have that in-
range queue, and that may have been it complete with (hat, emphasize the area that we
are going to, normally I brief all the admin, TAC-admin, tactical employment, tme-
sensitive tzrzeting and move on from that to okay, what area we are going to today.

[ pulled out the vraphics that I did not bring with me, that T should have probably
thought to bring and talked through some of those graphics with some of the areas we
would be going to there for and , wrapped up with a
remember, we may go anvwhere else. it is a pretty hot arca. It looks like we are the only
aircraft supporting there, still going to be open in the kill box for the most part. That was
pretty much it, sir.

Complete with that, we went down to the Ready room, we had not yet loaded
bricks, and 1t pormally my goal to load mission units to make sure that we have the good
information ready to roll and it is not z last minute rush through to get that process done,
nowever, [ felt it was relevant enough to get in waypoints for the TIC India-Alpha, which
was going to be waypoint 3 in our load and that is about it, sir. We did, in fact, load
some bricks, got a4 quick bte 10 eat for some of the fellows. I, in fact, did not because [
have a different standard. 1 like to oet my knee board together, get everything set and
know where everything is at in my bag so I can grab it real-time airbome. I believe

g0t a bite to cat, though that is a guess and pret*v much walked soon
after that sir,

PRES: Did you feel rested and prepared for the mission?

WIT: Idid, very much.
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PRES: What kind of Z diagrams did vou brief, were they standard or did you brief any
kind of changes to the standards that had been published? Do vou recall any of the
parameters?

WIT: Yes, sir. - and this had become standard for me. We each have our
different patterns that we like, having talked 1o you about nighttime strafing, a little bit
different than daytime strafing, level of aggressiveness, terrain. Sir. for a daytime
mission we were training, we expected to see there in the center of the country with the
amount of strain, I was comfortable going with a _ the tnigger at

md off the trigger at ind that was kind of the mantra, you always need to
kind of have those numbers in your back pocket.

PRES: What kind of wire?

WIT: - come on down. So, I always have those numbers in my back
pocket 10 address and that is something that | kind of hit home, when you £o o stem
power, you need to know what numbers you need to hit, So, it is more to concentrate on
technique and delivery of the gun and hitting those high point numbers than an exact
circle the wagons: gun pattern discussion kind of thin g, Sir.

PRES: Okay, how many previous missions did you fly where you actually employed
ordnance out here?

WIT: On this cruise, just one, sir, on the first night of 6 November, | month prior, almost
4 5
amonth prior. Nighttimz, [ d=livered ordnance with my XO, sir.

PRES: What kind of orénance did you deliver?

WIT: They started off with a gun, 93 rounds of 20 mm, nighttime delivery
dive and then came back around for a J-DAM TOO delivery, supporting troops in contact
on the ground.

PRES: Okay, and in those deliveries, did you learn anything from those deliveries, did
you feel comfortable with the employment from that original day one in the box?

WIT: I felt as prepared as I could he prepared, partially with my position in the Squadron
and being able to apply my vision to what training the young guys needed. Also, I didn’t
tailor the training to the older guys it was more of what do the young guys nced. But [
felt comfortable showing up in theater, ready on arrival, as | like to say to the Squadron.
That first night when you actually see tracers back and forth. flying with your XO as a
Wing. new administratively, some other things that you are concentrating on to brief]
seeing that, hearing the gunfire in the backzround certainly took it up a notch for us. XO
getting there first, getting a talk-on before 7 could gel there, [ am o=tting there a little bit
after him, about § miles in trails. 2 s turning too; I am across circle from him getting
up to that TIC on the first might. [ f2't a little bit behind, some of the light, extremelv
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bright moon, turned the center to ridgeline from 1 to 2, was there |, was there 2 he
delivered a J-DAM that they heard but didn’t see. I believe that T knew where the target
was, [ felt very comfortable. 1 could sce the tracers from the gunfire both on my FLIR
and visually through my goggles, so it was so nice to be able 1o marry that up because so
often you can’t see the rope or the sparkle. Anything that is Hluminating the target it
feels nice 10 be able to have that nand-off. Executed with a gun, I thought appropriately
and they called that I had missed west, I believe and then really sat down and said there
are two ridgelines here not just one ridgeline. The XO said *2 ridgelines, we got it now”
he put the gun down right where tha first ridgeline ended, which was lower than that first
one, so then, at that point, okay, definitely put the bullets just vest to where they needed
to be without sceing that there were 2 ridgelines there, in fact----

PRES: Did you have any feedback of any success of that mission with its deliveries?

WIT: Immediate feedback, that they heard, XO's bomb dic not sec it, gunfire continued |
rolled in with a gun and assessment missed west, XO adjusted fire with his and put it
right where they needed it and gunfire ceased for the moment. They needed another
weapon there, we requested (o put an LGB there, they said no, we would like 2 J-DAM,
so I passed over and cot the I-DAM, went out back and came back in and it was a direct
hit. Good ~ombs, that 1g exactly where [ needed it or something along those Iines, sir. 1
felt very comfortable coming off with some very good lessons learned that we brought
back to the Squadron, sir.

PRES: Okay, anything actually before we get up on the roof for preflight and launch,
was your Wingman prenared for this flight?

WIT: [ think so, yes. sir.

PRES: Did he have any urusuaj questions, what were his tendencias previous to this
since it seems like you were his On-Wing. What was going on in his head and what do
you think his comfort factor was throughout this mission?

WIT: Sir, if it were an On-Wing situation, it was only after the fact that [ realized that we
have, in fact, flown a2 couple times together. I recognized it in the brief, but not a planned
program. We don’t have any TAC or Cruise here in our Squadron.

is different than most in the Squadron, but a very good, solid, trustworthy individual.
From takes grief for that, a little bit slower it would seem on the uptake that
would be incorrect. He taught himself how to fly, having been a roofer and this might
not be relevant, it goes with the overall mindset. Having been a roofer, and taught
himself how to fly, nut himself through Flight Schoo! to do so. Showed up and did
extremely well in Flight School, got to F-18s and even though he doesn’t have the
quickest wit, and the most jokes, and the loudest guy in the Squadron, still has built a
solid enough reputation in the Squadror that when he gets airborne, he does things. The
questions that he asks are approprizte o his leve] of undersianding.
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In the Hornet, I was getting ready to do some Leve] 117 missions, I think that with
the previous flight experience that he's had; I was comfortable executing this mission
with him. The pravious mission that we had was and they just started to
get some of the graphics and GXGs in where we are using some anchor poirts, his ability
to follow the talk-on back and forth that I was having with | t the time and get in
there, in fact, one time beating me to an area and he was like “Okay, I see what
you are talking about there, what he is talking about. He is talking about this road west,
s0, I was very happy with his level and ability in the plane, specifically for this mission
we were going to go execute. He didn’t ask any questions that were off kilter or
reiterated to me that we need to sit down and talk about anything else, so | think he was
certainly ready to go, sir.

PRES: Okay, two more things out of the bricf What was your sensor game plan, how
did you brief sensor utilization to include visual references and what was your discussion
on the different types of warm situations?

WIT: Sir, the big things for me, the ability to fly in country, beving been the .

in the Squadron for a number of months, I am very happy that there was 2 pure
daytime mission so that [ could use the and that was a big part of what we chatted
about was ‘he fact that with the talk-on that was happening, should he lose me at ali,
previous stand that if you lose me, let me know and [ will tell the JTAC to hold on. So
now as I am proceeding through the visual talk-on you can catch up, [ can get you
anchored back up on Aux and get back into the anchor point or unit of measure or
whatever it is that he has lost you on. [ w:ll then te!] the JTAC to proceed; I said with the
tools that we have this time, let’s hold o on that. What I would rather do is get the talk-
on, I will have the helmet which will visually assist me in acquiring the target, I will then
pass the designation that I get from the -designation, pass that onto the MIDS
system, you can tap using the Tansfer designate, I'd tap my desicnation as a skull to aet
your sensors on to my designation and from there, I can then talk to you about auto-,
FLIR-ACQ, versus visual-ACQ from what I am seeing {Tom the joint helmet visually on
the ground to the FLIR. So,1said worse case scenario, you are not following the
talk-on visuaily, as you tap my mid-desi gnation and then [ do a FLIR talk-on with you
from the FLIR. Once you are comforizhle with the FLIR on that, then get your eyes back
out with the visual, with the that is, if you are having any trouble and not
following a talk-on on your own. So, that was the main game plan. The tools that we
have in the----

PRES: Iam sorry, so what was the primary method for both you and he?

WIT: 1 would say primary method was dependent on the weapon that we wer
delivering, sir. Primary method for a LGB or J-DAM for cor firmation of target ACK
and PID would be  FLIR and ROVER with ‘he guys on the ground. had
previously executed ROVER I was aware that ROVER was not going to be availahle
with on this flight but should we have the ability to swap to a different J-
Tap, definitely, ROV=R is my number | Number 2 kind of depends on the kind of
weapon that [ am delfivering. [f]am delivering an LGB, [ am prerty much using that



FLIR, if I am delivering--working the gun, and it is going to be mainly a visual
delivery esnecially with the helmet, mainly a visual delivery [ am not sure if that was hit
upon in the brief, that was my thought going into the flight, sir.

PRES: What about ORM considerations?

WIT: ORM is 4 standard ORM for us, the number of different phases of flight that we
are going to cxecute here and falitng back to that is Number 1, Tanker, not only can we
hurt ourselves on the Tanker, ding probes, we can also hurt the overal] effort, so careful
with the Tenkzr. Nothing so critical that we have to get it dene nght now and ding the
Tanker, nice and smooth, 3 knots of closure so as not to ding 1t up and take it out of
country for anybody ¢lse. Number 2, there may be times when we are going to have to
adjust our fuel level down right to our bingo numbers, make sure that we gct into the
Tanker prior to hitting those bingo numbers, so we have an option available should we
screw up on the Tanker, but with the troops in contact situation, I am comfortable taking
it down to a bingo and understand that I would have to ski p the Tanker and proceed into a
divert field and Number 3, anytime you are dealing with weapons employment, what can
possibly happen there No more specifics on that, [ think that was it for the weapons
employment and [ always wrap up with a bring it back to the Carrier. We need, no matter
what happens to bring it back to the Carrier and the priorities there are don’t hurt
yourself. don’t hut the plane with a 904 Code, and get the okay three wire,

PRES: Okay, after you walk, anything extraordinary with the m am-up pre-flight, start,
launch, scqusnce? Anybody rushed, anvbody behind timeling?

WIT: No, sir. . no need for
troubleshooters hooking up to ‘v aircrafl, nothing. Idon’t recall anvthing hooking up to
this his aircraft either, sir. | think it was uneventful.

PRES: Okay. First phase of flight up and through from the time you are off the AR?
Anything significan?

WIT: No, sir. Excuse me, procezding up the boulevard at higher ¢need than normal
realizing 1s the first Tanker first full of the day, so thev were right in font of us
by about 80 miles by the time we got to the top of the boulevard, at to about
40 miles I thouzh about having them anchor where they were I figured it would be just
the same to tun towards Blower and catch them, the only thing significant is that we got
there earlier than frageed. I was ready to get on: they were ready for us, tank with them
and proceeded up. The only thing that maybe out of the crdinary, just not stand yet for

us, the s not cperational with frontier also up in operational. The control
between - and with Kandahar Approach can sometimes be

at times a COMM jumping nightmare but it seemed fairly smooth on that day.

PRES: Okay. Talk to me about what you did off the AR up to the time just prior with
checking with -
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WIT: Certainly. Itis going to be a fairly long one, there is quite a bit that happened. I
will try to abbreviate. If I need to anchor down, [ will, sir. Offthe AR, 1 got in the
basket first, I then left the basket at about | 1,000 pounds of gas,

came in and got his gas all the way 1o 14, (o 14-0, I believe. So, as the right wing, [ came
back in and topped off so that we are all in the same fuel state. | came off the Tanker, as
I'was on starboard observation, while he was in the basket, checked in with ¢ , the
Britt controller to see if there was an update to my tasking. They had none. Sometimes
they don’t have the ATOs so [ wasn’t sure if they would necessarily know the update to
my tasking. I came off after getting my gas. Proceeded north requested an elevator, |
believe from 215, that I was currently at to 235, it is a guess. Then [ fenced in per stand
just to make sure we had a video cal complete where we changed flight levels and make
sute that the  FLIR was groomed, also a reminder for some of the young guys to get
whatever else squared away, be that EW page to set up their program 3 should we need a
show of force with the flares. Completed that, fenced in with a fuel state, proceeded

north, passed off from .to » L requested 2 working altitude, I
requested that tel. They informed me I was proceeding
to ‘ » Which ] am comfortable with for the tasking,

I proceeded up there going direct to waypoint 2. I believe to get up to that area.

Checked in with I got a turn over from , [ am sorry, a SITREP
update rather, sorry, ’ told me -  Wwasin the area, allowed me to go
to a flight level of I told him that and were active,

We previously briefed ROZs that were active and what could be a factor for us and SA
that those were not going to be a factor for us with the altitudes and the location of those
who were going to bein and Got the SITREP update that we
were looking for a village that runs south to north, West point village is large compound
with holes around it and on the south side of the wall on the south side of that compound
is a tree line. The tree line to the south there heads to the east and started to go into those
NAISs, 50 it is kind of the exact type of flight that we had previously done with '

with / " at So, I am comforiable that we are getting in the
compound; my SA was saying he was in the compound with me and taking a look at that
tree line, so we spent about 7 or 8 minutes looking at that. At that point, we received 2

call, sorry, we are working the JTAC on Aux in the Green, on a Pri; we
received a call from . on Pri, * have you gotten a call from
I said negative, It said that needed to proceed to TIC INDIA-

BRAVO, switch up I checked that with® and said, “hey,
we are being pushed up, pulled over to a----
PRES: Iam serry, who is this? This was ' or
WIT: This, I believe, give me a minute, sir. This is this is definitely

.told us--queried us, I believe, if we had heard from I said,
“Negative.” They said, “Okay, we need you to proceed to TIC India-Bravo aad
o .7 Isaid, “Roger that.” I checked that with T'told him that we

would be back as we could and that we would maybe see him on the backside of
supporting TIC India-Bravo and proceeded to use GPS polnts to get us into TIC India-
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Bravo. [ put waypoint 4, selected waypoint 4, GPS Way Points to which

would put us--would put me in the center box there and press that direction. SA was

about a 40 miles transit from where we were to where the kill box was. Happy with my

time to check in from the time that T was told to check in to the time to switch up to the

time that I checked in. I think that I might have arrived a lintle earlier than . was

expecting. He slid around at 61 onboard I had requested from again

to keep me above 10,000 feet AGI. When I checked in with [ was assigned that by
. when | checked in with however, 1 found out that the

was at 11,000 to 21,000, so | requested flight level 220 to 230 and was approved for that.

At that point, started a talk-on with us to get us into the area.

PRES: [ am sorry, is what?

WIT: My SA was that they were F-16s, sir at the time. Got the turnover from them, they
had not yet completely checked out, they were trying to work Tanker issues as they could
to get up and get a Tanker. They may be GR-7s vice F-16s. (et up, get a Tanker, so
they hadn’t yet checked out and we received a call that we were now no longer going to
spend time in TIC India-Bravo but now we had a call from and that

needed us over in TIC India-Alpha. So, strangely after getting the initial
situation update from . » I said, “Hey, I'm sorry, it looks like the RAM is going to
be coming back to Support you. Iam now being called off from your support {0 support
TIC India-Alpha.” He replied, “Yup that has been going on all day. Thanks for the
support; [ appreciate the quick check in.” I'said that I would come back if I could ta
support him once I was complete with TIC India-Alpha and he said thanks for the help
and [ pressed down to the southwest, Actually, T am sorry, | pressed 270 for 60, it was
the SA I had at that time. So, I pressed out of there af 0731, I belicve. That is accurate or
commensurate with the time that [ pushed out.

With that I put vhich is already in waypoint 2 from
the pre-flight prep, TIC India- Alpha, I am sorry, waypoint 3, which is already in the
system from the GLOW update, that I got pre-Walk, and I pressed , [ was told

. -nformation that | alread y had from the GLOs. I checked in
- that I had put in button 9. I maintained 8, should I be bounced back
fo. So, my initial concern right now is that we have gone up, we have checked in
on our and .do a SITREP from there to TIC India-Bravo and
T and now [ am taking a third TIC. The TIC is not taken lightly

and the Wildcats, we don’t hunt for TICs but we have an understanding if there is a TIC,
their guys are going to need help on the ground. So, going TIC to TIC is a significant
item for me and that is kind of at the back of mv head s we press in,

PRES: What kind of fuel state did you have in your hip pocket 25 you approached TIC
India-Alpha?

WIT: Fuel was not 2 concern for me at 2il. I thought that on my initial cal] on my check
1n again, might have been 45 minutes on station. I think we were very healthy on gas.
We hadn’t vet, the only booming we had done was al 300 knot transit because we were so
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early on the Tanker to head to our first tasking, I think we were going to show up-I think
we ended up zctually checking in 15 to 20 minutes early. There wasn’t even a need to
kind of get there at even a max range profile, so we are something sub-max range, a little
bit faster than max endurance in getting 1o our first tasking. The only time we got up
some speed and used some gas was when we were trying to get from our initial tasking to
TIC India-Bravo. Complete with that we were up on the blades again as we were at
21,000 feet, no need to maintain tactical air speed, slow it down, now we need to starts
TIC-ing India-Alpha back on the speed again. As the fuel goes, fuel is not a concern for
me at the moment, sir.

PRES: Okay. Questions now about what you just described, you work with
well actually for about 10 minutes, did you say?

WIT: I would say about 10 minutes, yes, sir.

PRES: And did he give you a 9-Line and or what kind of control was he giving you?
Did he give you a SITREP and did he give you a friendly position and did you have
friendly position and any other NTISR positions?” Talk me through what you talked with
him about.

WIT: What I had seen previously from most controllers hadn't been receiving 9-Lines at
all in country, wasn’t expecting a 9-Line for an NTISR type situation. I was expecting a
friendly position type of control and then moving on to NAls once we had that stuff
suitcased. + did just that, | think that he--1 honestly decag don’t remember, sir, if
he anchored me to his friendly position first, I do not remember.

PRES: But he did anchor you to his position?

WIT: He did.

PRES: How did he anchor you to his position?

WIT: Calling it in reference from the NATs. Once we got into the NAIs, from the:
position, I don’t recall where his position was but fren: the NAT » he anchored me to him,
so he got us into the NAI the three buildings running north-south and the tree line and
anchored his position from that NAI

PRES: In what, a coordinate or a bearing range?

WIT: Bearing range, yes, sir

PRES: Bearing range. And you picked it up then was it a significant visual reference

point and did he, did work any types of anchors with you? Did you feel
comfortable with the battlespace that you were doing NTSR?
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WIT: Tdid. It wasa large distance, not a large distance but a distance outside what I had
previously been working in . He was a good distance
away and I had seen it was very much an NTISR situation. Not a whole lot of activity, he
hadn’t been busy though he was looking for ACM activity at the tree line that he had
directed me to. It didn’t seem like he was under duress or had been very busy in the last
few days from what he was saying, cir.

PRES: And as far as his positioning, did you pick it up visually on bearing range on
based on some geographical reference or was a FLIR?

WIT: No, sir this was not a FLIR, it was a visual with a helmet and again [ do not

remember his specific location unfortunately but it was a leaning on the - 5 a good
bit for a visual.

PRES:

WIT: If necessary, yes, sir,
PRES: And then verify it with him on?

WIT: Right, which I did not do with did not get my FLIR onto his position
that I recall. Ihaven’t seen my tapes full through, I have reviewed only snippets of this
information. I really wish I bad been able to review the tapes to come in here tighter on
that. Tdo not recall and it should be on the tapes, I do not recall if I got my FLIR on his

PRES: What about ? Were you there with long enough to work any,
again, any STTREPS and passing of positioning and tasking?

WIT: He was more working with trying to figure out their gas situation,
trying to figure out if they were coming back, trying to figure out who was going to work
usin. We were kind of like at the top of the CAS stack there and did not want to jump in
just yet. I had done the initial check-in with him, hadn’t passed him my NMPOP yet I
Wwas standing by for that just letting him know that I was up on the frequency and now
listening into the discussion he is having with . Once you are complcte with
them, I will collapse the stack down and 1ake their spot and stack one say, they press up
for AR, but, I didn’t specifically work talk-ons with him_ Didn’t get into any eyes with
that I recall. Nothing like that, sir.

PRES: Okay, if you will, we have covered everything up fo the point where you are
checking with The next phase that I would like you to talk about is the check in
with | all the Way up until the point where you start talking about employment of
kinetic weapons. .
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WIT: Yes, sir. | check in with him, I have SA from that abolish ROZ was
active Again, not a fact for us where my stand is to be above
10,000 feet AGL. We are pressing there very quickly. I don’t want to lose = ‘in
getting there so I give him an injtial vector to flow as | am getting that point in my system
and requested that he pretty much just needed to stay visual with me, I believe. Not as
concerned about him getting the coordinate to get us into the area. I am more concerned
that we are flowing in that same direction so that when we get a coordinate from

that he will punch that one in his system. [started looking out the area. As do check in
with him, we very quickly hear gun fire, it not an increased level of ----

PRES: Do you know what time you are checking in with him?

WIT: Yes, sir. The time that [ checked in with him, 0731. Again, I requesta 130 to a
180 block, ) » that is in waypoint 3 already in the system.
1 check in with him, the first thing that he gives me is his position,

[ overwrite waypoint 3, which was previously a
generic coordinate that had been previously given by the GLOs and get that as a new
waypoint 3 in my system. At that point, we established tight control, he gets me into his
position via that coordinate, with that coordinate on the FLIR, Iputthat. FLIRon
there and talk to him about where his position is. That he is in a—just north of an cast-
west tree line at that position. From there he says that he has been taking fire from the
south and he indicates that there are, I need to say now, sir that a post-flight, my initial
SA that was reported was that© angd his unit worked south of the position that [ am
strafing. I now know that was, in fact, to the north of the position that [ was strafing.
At this time in the notes that bhave, I knew that the ACM activity was to the south of his
position. So, thatisa pretty good disconnect.

PRES: Okay, let’s talk about that. So, upon check in are vou given a description of the
battlefield in a STTREP and are you given any anchor points or are you Jjust given
coordinates?

WIT: Given coordinates, given coordinates for his position, which I like much better, |
don’t like being given a target and from the target, correct to here. 1 like to be givena
coordinate--a position for a friendly, I put that in either waypoint 3 or waypoint 9,
number 9 is my lucky number and the square root of 9 is 3, I always remember it and stay
away from waypoints 3 and 9 any time I am delivering ordnance. Here, he is in waypoint
3. I get anchored on his position because he has given me that position. Itake a Iook out
with the helmet, I take a look that there is a river there and then from there, I very quickly
want to get into, no kidding, confirm your position for me. I start describing the tree line
that he is on and I believe there is also 2 compound just to the north of that as well. He
indicates that he is comfortable with that and then moves on that he is coinfortable SA to
his location. He is not ROVER capable or not using ROVER, I don’t recall wheiher he is
ROVER capable or not but he indicated that he was not using ROVER at that time. From
his position, he is comfortable that I have been anchored to and he says, “To {he south of
me, we have been taking fire all momin g We are looking for ACM movement 1o the
south of our position.” From there he gives me the first NAI to take a ook at.
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PRES: Okay, can you, with a blye marker circle on the chart, your SA is that the fiendly
position?

WIT: And again----
PRES: You can take time to look at it

WIT: Iam going to take a moment because--my SA, again from not having studied this,
and [ probably should have studied this before I came in and pulled it off the PEPS but I
did not.

PRES: Okay, I will tell you what, before you talk about friendlies then, let’s talk a lirtle
more about the NTISR and then we wil] come back and have you look at and circle both
friendlies and targets.

WIT: Okay. I am comfortable taking a look now and I will be able to get there no
problem, sir., :

PRES: Okay. So, friendly position and then you go to NTISR?
WIT: Yes, sir, correct.

PRES: Okay.

WIT: Absolutely.

PRES: Talk me through the NTISR and again the coordinates or the targets that you are
looking at.

WIT: Okay. From his friendly position, I am looking for enemy fire in the south. He
sends me down to a grid coordinate, [ put that in waypoint 5, I skip waypoint 4 because [
wasn’t sure if I was going to be pulled back to TIC India-Rravo, so [ want to maintain
that waypoint 4 there so I can have immediate SA (inaudible) back where [ am not
necessarily hearing gun fire here in TIC India-Alpha. [ write down target and I put in
waypoint 5-4, From there he indicates it is a compound
due south of his position is a group of three compounds that runs north-south znd that
there are trees to the cast. He says that he would like to find movement there and puta
gun on that position should we find any movement. I confirm that there are no friendlies
to the south and proceeded to look at that arca. [ believe that we looked at that arez for
about seven minutes, sir, eight minutes, before we got an immediate reassignment to look
at a different NAJ

PRES: So, your SA is that this NTISR is happening south of the friendly position?

WIT: Yes, sir, correet, directly south.
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PRES: Okay, you can start looking at the chart—-
WIT: Okay.
PRES: And see if you could for me annotate friendly position as well as the NTISR area.

WIT: Yes, sir. The only position that T have SA to is embedded along this tree line here
[pointing to chart]. Pretty much ri ght there.

Maj Could you labe! that with a Number 1, please?

WIT: Iwill. Also, I would like to swilch to a red marker.

PRES: If you will show us where the NTISR position is.

WIT: Stand by one if yeu could. Is there any way that I can use my current waypoint
system? Iwould like to change that from waypoint 1, the friendly positicn to waypoint 3,
and that is a friendly position. From there, I put in Way Point S for the group of
compounds directly south of his position that run north-south, with a tre line to Uie east,
PRES: Okay, 50—--

Maj : Hold one second, sir. So for those compounds you have marked them in
red with a red number three or is that a five?

WIT: Thank you for the correction. It is a red number five.

PRES: Okay, so NTISR is south of your SA (o the friendlies?

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Okay, how long do you do NTISR for?

WIT: About 7 or 8 minutes in this area looking all around there and I do not note

anything out of the ordinary, sir. I note nothing out of the ordinary; I sec no movement,
sir, at all,

PRES: Okay. Tell me about the battlefield here. Are you comfortable both with the
NTISR position and the friendly position? Do you have an anchor in your mind? Could
you describe what your visual anchors were?

WIT: Sir, the biggest thing for me as the visual anchor is this river here [pointing to the

niver] which the river is my largest anchor. On the larger scale blow up of this zrea is the
river that flows what appears {o be north-east, south-west and takes a jog, I believe to the
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east-west and back again to the north. So, it kind of curves around Garmser area and |
am using the bends in the river and the waties as an anchor point mainly.

PRES: Are you familiar with this area? The photo recce prior to walking?
WIT: No, sir.
PRES: Oris this just SA that you are getting visnally flying over the area?

WIT: This is the first time that I have seen this area, the first time that I have taken any
target study of the area, the first map that | have seen of the area, sir.

PRES: Okay. After the NTISR nuission, nothing significant?

WIT: No, sir. After that there is nothing significant that comes out of that at 211, he
pushes us 0 a seg----

PRES: Okay, talk to me more about the SITREP and all of the other information that you
had received after your check in and your NMPQOP,

WIT: Yes, sir, Really, the main things that jump out here 10 days later, that there is no
friendly movement or no friendly positions south of my position. All movement that we
see or suspect ACM movement we’l] consider--I don’t remember if you said we would
consider that movement or anyone south of my position to be hostile. e did say that
should we find anybody in that first NTISR position that he would want to put the gun on
those personnel but only indicated that he had been taking fire all morning. I was also
aware that this TIC had been going on for some time having heard tallc ¢ i+ previously it
was a hot area, but not having been sent there nor having seen any from that area, sir,

PRES: Okay, talk to me about the first time that you receive a 9-Line?

WIT: I did not receive a 9-line. Ireceived a more energized call from - Helt very
comfortable working with from the Talk-on from the friendly position.
Confirmation of such, getting anchored down to the compounds down on 11+ south and
the Talk-on there. I felt comfortable with the helmet working that but mainly for this
point; [ was working FLIR, FLIR ACQ so that I would be comfortale looking at
what - 1 looking at. Going over fo 2 different positior, ! prioritize
now working with a JTAC vice keeping bar up to speed necessarily.
Knowing that [ had Weapons, I pushed that back. There has been alotol ik, « feeling,
hey, if you drop weapons, spread the weapons across the air ways, the pecple gt more
experience. I brief, okay, that is great, but whoever has the most SA will be dropping the
Weapon. So, at this point I am feeling that there has been nothing amped up and that was
the first energized call, [ wan to get over and help him out. So, I find the first person with
SA and [ want to get sensors in that area and be able to pass that designation off to

» get him in secondarily 1o getting my own SA built t5 that position,

8 /4 ":ﬂlb



He provides a target coordinate of He says that he is
taking fire from that position and requests, immediately, a 1,000 pound weapon on that
posit. I tell him that [ don’t have 2 1,000 pound weapon but I prefer—I dign’| mention the
J-DAM with an air burst capability but I did mention 2 GBU-1 2, laser gmided bomb, 500
pound with instantaneous fusing, he said, “what’s instantaneous fuzing” I said bigger
boom 1o let him know it would be a larger damage weapon. Seein g that he was looking
for a 1,000 pound weapon and CD appeared to mitigate it, with that we gotinto the area
with. 'FLIR, I described what | saw, it appeared to be an open courtyard with 2 small
segment to the north-west of that courtyard and smaller buildings to the west, |
confirmed that that looks good. [ need a bomb on that compound east to west or west to
cast. Iexpect a clearance on final after your in-call. At that point | was arcing around the
target on a left handed turn: coming through cast-northeast, [ got the east-west tzrget run-
in. Aslam running my course line 270, I previously checked the winds, the winds at that
time were 300 at 22 knots, very much want to keep in the stand of the zir. | * 2l of the
deployment overall, obviously as we all know here getting directly into the v i o
mitigate any cross-wind situation. Isay to him I can get @ bomb there esse.. 21l 7 sooner
going west, | am SOrTy, east to west or [ could come with the wind going wel! to cast. He
said [ need that bomb now, [ then came in a righthand turn, headed back ¢ 1. ad, as
before Idid that, my stand is to undesignated, redesignate, this is going to 5. L ortant
later undesignated, redesignate, undesignated, redesignate see exactly whe - 1o
designation is dropping me off should I ever tumble the FLIR or I blank {.. . ystem out
with a tight nght-hand tumn or left-hand turn, I'like to know exactly where [ o . o

come back to and anchor so. if ] pul a coordinate and I have target-AK dead cento;
the center of the " FLIR orifin fact | am going to have to do some moviz - oy
the left or down and to the right to get into that position. I felt comforta’! - -
heading outbound, I tumned back inbound for standard delivery and set up for the
delivery, sir.

PRES: Okay, what type of controf are you working?
WIT: Type I control, I believe | v/as working throughout, sir,
PRES: Okay, so the SA that you get from JTAC ig-—

WIT: It was not reconfirmed for each run type of delivery. 1do not belicved vas
confirmed prior to each run, sir.

PRES: Okay, can you circle the target area where you dropped your fire: 2
WIT: [Did as directed] Yes, sir, I say it was just a grid coordinates and wi2' T -

seeing here in the chart this seerms like a longer distance than I rememberit L. ng ffom
the original NTISR. Obviously the coordinates from waypotnt 3, Ineed to .. !

overwrote Way Point 5, when I got that call from lam looking at myoldv.v- i::5, |
0 to my data sublevel rewrite over the old NTISR of waypoint § with a ne .. © somt 3

with so this is my new waypoint S here and v | that, I

also know that as well east of the previous NTISR point and just a bit to the s i, is not
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the same unit of measure Just to the south as the friendly compound, so the NTISR would
be 10 the new area upon which am employing ordnance and that isn’t - aliny sense to
me on this map right here, sir.

PRES: Okay, so right now from this map, you canuot visually pick out  hore you're
employing?

WIT: No, sir, it appears--—-

PRES: I'want you to be sure,

WIT: Okay, the pieces just aren’t adding up to----
PRES: Okay.

WIT: The north-south compound, the east rumning tree line to where | {1 the
coordinates are not telling me where I am not heading though that tarzet . (OQ, were the
bomb went, was I believe o ght dead center in there and then I strafed the: north-west
comer.

PRES: Okay, so could you circle that with a red pen and label it with 2 ¢ [Terent number?
WIT. Okay, I am going to label it 5A and SB.

Maj’ How about just A

WIT: Okay.

PRES: Okay, we are going to take 2 5-minute break.

[END OF PAGE]
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[The Interview of : -onvened at 1021, on 6 December 2006.]

PRES: I'want 10 advise you that you are still under oath. Do you
acknowledge that?

WIT: Ido acknowledge that, sir.

PRES: Okay. S0, we now have the positions of the first weapons drop, it is a GBU-12?
WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: And what I want 10 understand is in the MISREP, post-flight----

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: You talk about the friendly positioning; can you talk about that MISREP
information as compared 10 what you just plotted on the chart?

WIT: Yes, sir. Clearly from my SA at the beginning of the flight, the first drop to the
first gun is a break at the €Xecution of my second delivery. First gunto SA of fendly
position, that's a break, different than I expected. Looking at the chart n ow, so my SA
post-flight and immed; ately after my second gun delivery, as I run in my delivery
directions wil] change. T will now run in from the west, to run in with the wind. 1 said
friendlies will change.

PRES: Now, when you start ID-ing the friendly Position, prior to the NTISR, is there any
discussion of friendlies positioning anytime after that?

WIT: No, sir, it was very quick LGB delivery, gun, switched directions started taking
care of for his weapon 1o come on to a different direction to a different target and
off to my gur and there is no re-anchoring and no discussion on my part cfan updaic o a
friendly position and no formal 9-Line given with 2 duress that JTAC was und sr, Sir.

PRES: Was there ever in relationship to the target, this is the first time the! yuu t'ed into
a target?

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Is there--you said it is not your habit and you don’t like receiving range and
bearing can you tell me about the SPINS say about that?

WIT: No, sir. [ am scrry, I do not only like Ieceiving a friendly position & om-.] don't
like checking in, sorry, I don’t like checking in and gettng an enemy position #+1 funy
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an enemy position or a NAI think getting range and bearing to a friendly. I very much
like getting a friendly position from a friendly coordinate and from a fricn:!y coordinate
getting range and bearing and SA to enemy positions, which is what I wzs srovided here.
So, 1 was happier having checked in here than I was even with when I checked
in with " from what [ remember. And on previous check-ins on rrevious having
executed a number of these with both American and Coalition Force JTA Csiithad beena
mix a smatterin of friendly position given or an enemy position given an. anchoring
friendly off your enemy for either of those.

i+

PRES: Do you recall what the . say regarding 9-Line and how you define different
positions? Can you tell me that?

WIT: Yes, sir. | just--very clearly a break from normal stand, I normally recelve lines 4-
6 and read back, here it is lines 4, 6, and 8, and they're read back. So. geilingthat
friendly position: obviously it is very important in this theater.

PRES: How is that defined”

WIT: Oh, I am sorry, range of bearing in meters from the assigned target i yu27.] be
striking. Cardinal direction, it loses Cardinal direction and meters, it is a st2nd that
they’re expecting, sir.

PRES: Okay and you say that you do or do not like that method?

WIT: All I am saying I do not like is that when I first check into an ares ¢ yiven only
an enemy position.

PRES: We are talking two different things here.

WIT: Totally different, yes, sir.

PRES: We are not talking 9-Line here

WIT: Absolutely.

PRES: We are talking the overall battlespace awareness brief,

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Okay.

WIT: Ikind to like to get a big, big picture, hey, where are you and from you, anchor
where the enemy is, wherever he may be. Different than when [ am in now « capons
employment mode, now from this weapon, where is it going, where are you o caled?

PRES: Okay. So, now we are passed the administrative situational awarencss phase-—



WIT: Yes, sir
PRES: And now we are in the weapons employment phase?
WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Talk to me again about the 9-Line and how your positions 4, 6, and 3 were passed
and how you understood those orders to be?

WIT: I do not recall receiving a 9-Line at all, sir. I remember receiving = call not under
duress but certainly a little more need to kind of make this happen now ficn: the previous
NAT description and kind of anchoring in front of position and kind of anchrins to a, not
a true 9-Line but we’ve gotten in that position, there is  talk back and forth ~bout tha
position and fairly quickly says---

PRES: Position being what?

WIT: The compound that [ am going to put a weapon into.
PRES: Okay, do you ever talk about friendly positioning at all?
WIT: Ido not recall talking about any friendly positioning.
PRES: Okay, were you given any restrictions?

WIT: Restriction was east to west or west to east. That was the only restric fon I recall
being given, sir.

PRES: Okay, talk to me about mechanics of that run, that first run.

WIT: Yes, sir. As [ said I kind of hit the mechanics a good bit all ready I 21 about to
revisit, but heading back towards the north, banded to the north by the river and wanting
to keeping it coming in the left hand turn which is how I kind of set up, I wanted to kesp
coming on: that left hand tum to head out to the wes! and line up with that wind ke it
over the river and then come back in feeling that [ would probably never 15 ¢ PLIE.

FLIR of that target, when he indicates and I tell him such coming and ¢
believe I said a minute and & half with 2 bomb from the east or three mix. -
from the west, he said, “‘] nesd that bomb now.” I then came at a right hana angled
banked turn, [ did lose a FLIR of that target however, I was able to designate, redesignate
and [ would love to see the tape on that if I could. Heading back outbound | 1old

you need to elevaie and clezr out of my way.

PRES: Okay, so you were independent singles here?
¥ ¥ D £

WIT: Definitely independent singles.



PRES: Not in formation?

WIT: No, sir. And that had been my stand with him. Once we got established there I am
going 1o assign you a higher altitude block than myself, I will probably give myself a
1,000 foot block so, today, 130 up to 140, I am going to give you 150 to 180, such that he
can get to 180 drop his nose down, get 2 HUD if he needs 1o, okay, now tha: is off kind of
thing. Ialso briefed that he could break my altitude if he needs to with MID3
deconfliction.

PRES: Okay.

WIT: Certainly not in any sort of formation I do not want to take away my storage page
on the left hand DDlormy  FLIR and my right DD in order to check the SA page and
right now [ have the HSI up on the MPCD vice my SA page.

PRES: Okay, on your weapons nmning line, are you positive of the ide of (. iarget
and----

WIT: Tam.

PRES: And are you positive of location of the friendlies?

WIT: Yes, sir, [ feel very comfortable with that on this run, absolutely.
PRES: Anything significant on that first run?

WIT: Nothing at all.

PRES: Okay. What happens after you are all off target on that first run?

WIT: After Iam off target on that first run, I believe he calls, “Good, good, okay, now I
need a gun on the northwest portion of that compound. So, [ roll up, get SA to that. I
say, “Confirm where you need it.” He says on the northwest corner of that compound
there is a tower and we are still taking fire from that compound. Ineed a gun inthat
northwest tower in that compound. [ am looking out and the smoke is rising from where
I'had just dropped a bomb, I maintained visual of that the entire time. He confirms that it
will be an east to west, west to east run in and requested that I call in with direction and I
expect clearance on final which happened to be the same call that I received on the LGB
run. [ proceeded outbound lower, not climbing back up to my altitude, vou know, not
climbing up to my block maintaimng a visual the entire time. [ came in again from east
to west and 1f I could check my notes real quick. Ijust want to get an exact heading if I
could. [Witness referenced notes.]

Okay, I came back up outbound on a westerly heading 240, I initiz.ly noted in the
MISREP which is why I'took that break and put the gun right there. My SA is that ]
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didr’t have as tight a grouping of bullets as I would have liked. My initial periion of the
bullets probably hit exactly where he wanted on the second one I walked o/ - little bit
towards the very north side, right there next to it. So, some bullets dead o011, un the target
that he wanted me to put it on and some bullets just to the north.

PRES: So, you had a visual of the bullets impacting the ground?
WIT: Yes, sir, absolutely.
PRES: You are?

WIT: [am able to go up on a wing very quickly, everybody should support ihat. |
couldn’t sec the actual impact but the smoke coming up from the dust.

PRES: But the parameters that you executed were they similar to what yo.: Liicied?

WIT: They were similar though not dead on. The big thing here was gettin - the air
speed on the jet. 1don't think that I climbed high enough on this run to actually to meet
my and I had gone to a basic man-math that I probably look for 2ot

foot roll-in and 1 prioritize my airspeed over the other parameters both dive : nolz and
altitude which I would climb which was going to drive me over dive 2 gle. [ believe that
I'was on the trigger then off the trigger at the appropriate AGL altitude for both my gun
runs on that day, sir.

PRES: You were in range?
WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Okay, and in your statement, that we read, you talk about the diz o 1including
the target.

WIT: VYes, sir.
PRES: V/ill you talk with me about that?

WIT: Yes, sir. All of the training we done, a lot of the training occurred ju - Tably so,
when we got SA, there was a lot of night strafing going on. Our Alr Wing - .d ‘hey,
night strafing who’s done it and the answer was not a whole lot of people, s0. We
nightfully said okay this is now our priority and came up with a formalizc” < yllabus that
had been borrowed from CAG 14 from CAG 1 to our Squadron, to the Air "Ving to our

squadron separated off-lines with ' fromCAG 1. Ihavea V.. 2Gthats
going to us up 1o speed at that point; i from 103 to advise tc /. r Wing staff
on how we will execute the training. Isaw training short fall, big Navy is & .t we don't

have enough bullets to train people up for all of the strafing we would fil:c ¢ 1 ot done
such as now that our new guys can see a day before a night so we woul.l ha.
prioritize some of that, the bullets and how they are going to be pushed arour.. 1o the
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Squadrons. I feel very comfortable that the training that I received was ap. opriate for
my level of experience and the leve] of training that the young guys receis . 1 would like
them to see a little bit more that is ne; ther here nor there.

PRES: Okay, so now back to the question about----

WIT: Oh,1am sorry, anchors up. The night strafing that I completed was very much
target acquisition and PID with  "FLIR. Get it as tight as possible, directly u1 where
you wani except whatever bore sight errors mi ght be inherent in the sys'cm betvvoen the
eun bore sight line and the  FLIR target. At that point, since you are rollin 2 1in on the

FLIR and shooting the gun dead on that diamnond on your HUD, as you - -ay be unable
to break out that target with your NVGs and throwing over it, what we c1. . death dot.
Here, wanling to execute that same muscle memory, okay, I want to pul .. amond
dead on the target. I cannot use the FLIR is not necessary o a visus . sellam
climbing up, I am looking at it, 50 as [ roll in that diamond is dezd on 2 fiitly small space
on the north side of the compound, I then just strafe, so I undesi gnation, usi:.; the
designation only as an anchor to get me to some parameter such that I kriow z5out my rip
and my rolling and getting on my dive angle. So, I undesignated that target ¢iamond as [
roll in. -

PRES: Was this sensor game plan, was it bricfed as such? My guestion o vou is ihat
you have testified that the only other time that you have strafed in OCF wvis your frst
day, your first mission, first nj ght and did you do the same thing or were » o ¢ " ignated
throughout that run? Can you talk to the differences? "

WII: Ves, sir. As 1 kind of briefed on the night time sirafing practize o upleted at
Navy Dare, that first night was very much designated the entire time, n

PRES: S0, you are strafing a diamond and you're using a designator at uigh '

WIT: Yes, sir, absolutely, right and that is the difference here that it was not & dayume
execution method, no need for that. You can look through the HUD and se '
target thal you are going to strike and with that you actually want less occlu’ ar vour
vision as you 1ol in on that target and the diamond is one rmores thin: | '

you nced is your gun reticule to be on that larget.

PRES: Okay, when do you undesignated, when did you undesi gnate oi s

WIT: Laie, later than I, actually, why can’l [ sce ts, oxkay undes gnate Iy in the
run itself, I believe coming down the barrel waiting for the range Liere, i

PRES: Did the run wings level?
WIT: Oh, yes, sir.

PRES: Okay and your hits were assessed?
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WIT: The hits were assessed as good, from the JTAC and having xol}:i up on the wing, [
deﬁJm“ly put some bullets where he wanted them but I think that I walked (hem 10-20

eters just front, you know through it, 10-20 meters north and I thougt " conld geta
t;ghtur grouping in that final point, in place vice a lying target, really.

PRES: Okay, and your Wingman at this point is again, it had been in sy
1511

WIT: Yes, sir.

PRES: Okay, afier the strafe run, talk to me zbout the next what delive.v
WIT: Yes, sir, after the strafe run, we now get SA, okay. “Geood elie
nced you now. We continue to take fire, I necd you now to ac ust to .
Let ine know and advise when ready to copy.” Isaid, “Tleady tocop: ™
new coordinate, obviously with a elevition and t!
on of this target. He indicates that it is a two s!ory bulldmo in 2 complz»

is the building furtherest to the west. [ get my sensor in to that com 0.
for to get to the--to make sure tha! he was copicl = 1
[ am again interested in gettingmy FLIR in there. Oncel getintho:
craier. He then mentions that there is a large crater just to the west of | wostern most
building and I called contact and the large crater, I didn’t—-

=T S

PRES: Who mentioned that?

NIT: The ITAC was the first to mention it as [vwas seeing it on =7 “in s that
cra ":, he said the building just to the east of that iz your target
PRES: Can you use the red marker again and can you el where on is?

WIT: Yes, sir.
Mz : Could you label it ‘B’ please?

WIT: “B” And the crater was  'FLIR significant and a very nice 21+ _oint for us.

PRES: Did you have any SA then that this was the same target cor=lcr a5 it d=scribed
fur you as the same target complex or was this third torpet past » ' .

WIT: I will be honest that I was not aware that it was the exact sam- 1 com plex, sir.
PRES: So, when you employ on this third delivery run with your ' vou are just
erpioying pretty much just on a coordinate and didn’t have--was © . «uy vi.ols that

from the previous first run?
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WIT: Sir, unfortunately no, there were not. [ seerned to be very happy with, “hey look at
this tiny soda straw, picture that, looking at the target that we have. Greal.” And then [
start dedicating my efforts towards some other issucs that are going on in the flight, sir.

PRES: What are these other issues?

WIT: ~who is now going to be the primary weapons employer on
this target. I am comfortable with the other comm. that I have had with him that he is
keeping up with me. I get Iulled into a sense that ckay, this is going extremely well. |
am very comfortable with how this is happening. Iwas notin g winds for zdjusting run
and directions. I feel comfortable with this relationship that I have established with this
JTAC. 1 feel comfortable with . that this did come all the way with
the first flight with him, the flights that have been = test until now wd I fe. | he is ready to
employ and his  FLIR loses GPS and goes 10 an UNSAT 10. He is unauble to get that
healthy, the only option for him is to secure it comipletely [or two-minuics wad then bring
it back on for a 2-3 minute warm up and then get back in. Tdon’t feel that the JTAC can
wait that long and [ feel comfortable that I previously briefed buddy bomb game plan, so
We g0 to execute that. 1 also desire very much to get in line with a tail wind to put bombs
on that target and so I request now as he says an €ast 10 wes!, west 1o cast us had been
w83’s stand, I want (o get aligned with that dificrent direciion, so, I swap my rua in
headings from east to west map to west to east. So, A good amount of tinue is dedicated
to letting , okay to join up with me, [ nee get wamy wing, I
need you within .3 nautical miles kind of thing, I am twming in my mind, * .o close for me
to feel comortable with releasing a weapon in a buddy tomb game plan, + r. Continue
on?

IR]:S. bO, LU sumimarize Lhex], Ol conie C'l iy L.u— v n.'-iL.,L‘ Livacs O }L)L}u. GoLaae LU o liesS
gmeplh' 4 3

WIT: [Nonverbal yes.]

PRES: 1hat you have made an initial turn in thet i« 100 tight?

WIT: Okay, yes, sir. Going back outbound znd this had *con brjefod in > Squadron
very cl.orly that there are different buddy lasc garc plaiz. A winguun tit has good

ACQ flying on the wing of the laser, a wingman that dees nothave o CQatallora
wingman that has a bad laser. We went with a wir gman that had no ACC 2t alland no
ability to do anything. So, I requested that he drop out of CCIP so that 1o uld sela
timed i1 act for a laser energy to know for Low i ngalaseronlasaoll ype
consic.o.iions. As we've headed inbound, come back out outhound, I buven’t confirmed
laser code with him just yet. I haven’t confirmed that heis ina tight enough position. He
is joinca out Iam just not comfortable with anything with therun. We come back
outbound and as we come back outbound, w83 now requesis say time to vour release? I
said, “stuiid-by” we head outbound, we tumn back fabount. now, I have confirmed with

- »okayitis going to CCIP, meice sure (st TDC s to e HUD to

allow yo.: Lo release and we head back inbound. /.o we @ .. Jdvk iabul | et ACQ
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is suitcesed and 1 request an easterly run in, 2nd | \ strunis approved. Call in
with direction, expect clearance on final.” ;-s«_'-:[.,: ihat. [ oallin fomthe west. He says,
“Cleared hot.” 1 then give Lieutenant uick 3, 2, 1 and it actoully starts my
countdovm in about 2 seconds. Iam then queried; say status ol ths bemb?” 1
say, “Stand by.” I said, "1 belie\«e, [ said that it dida't come off, 1.2 bomb didn’t
come off.™ I believe that I said, “Damn it” or som - iing along thoss line: 1 the radio,
shit possibly, sorry about that. Come back ouxbv“_d Itol it would be another
minute, [ am setting up for a solution, that we did 1ot reles -~ we bac': outbound,
and realize that this has all been going very quicklv, let’s . L'{ itup. Sc, 1 wenton Aux, I
believe I say, “All right, no problem h.t._, let’s heatd back cut to 102 west, when
we get out about 7 miles, we will turn again in bound at las.r cods S.ijustgetina
nice tight basket and get in your formation, TDC to HUD. | sonfirmed th: - he
master aiin on, 50 now [ am thinking he ¢ ;d:}'. have TDC, IZUD pessi

later ﬂ;.,u out 1s not the case. He was actually in i vrent © de o ; AT

he desi znated his waypoint even though he was wr~:( 10 for tarp - AC

to auto vice CCIP delivery. We head back inbosr |, I am gueried (o the tumebuck
inboui. . say status and we said--I s'ai::i, “Bonth on targel in S secr.ds” Hega
“Roger, cx;:c:t ciearance on final call in with ¢'-c " SCi¢6G 10 L&) st Ty Tunning
headin; (o 110 to perfectly align with that 330, 2 ' wiz . [ihic 1 9-s - yoAztthe

time L.z winds were 290, I had written doven thet § was ° . 11 v§ oo th -1 wiong
the lin s o7 110 approved, just make sure that yoo ot thel .l -~ far, ot ‘woger that™
Icall eveniially in from the west, I believe «f 2hov: Sand - 1io 5, Wi should be
about 30 scconds to delivery. 1am feeling very confirte “had
reque:t<d in the tumn, “Hey can I go manual?” ©saic, A7 ais - dpproved 10 go

manu:! ust make sure that you have TDC 1o 70 A I pois o Sane
metho . gy will affect us in the Homet. Crie | L g i T8 .
“Cleare ' [ot, cleared hot”. Itis about 10 c2rands 7' _iove L y ! 3

givehimagoodcom | -2
ay” He releases, and I belicve be s -

“weap. 15 ow

estime..c.. Thea I get queried from cowdy nevsely ot Besh? s s “sac bomb
away, oo wway” The offset is almost not 20 21l 1~ vbe slightivte o ‘v ovenas]
am trioin ) straizht to the target, - ot ; 5635 o 31 |

bad tak . puuse, trigger was boxed and 1 conilL ~at hemb ciiapuet sit on

that ta; ;. :t. I..u.mr-g {urther,

PRES: 1w arc the effects?

PRES: Lid vou see the effects?
WIT: [ {7 see theeffects, very good. He c:ii] 2k '. : ot it

PRES: .. - acd then what?



-

WIT: Okay and immediately adjusts and he cays okay, ne 1 s fe just -outh of that
target, z tree line just to the south, Atthatpointitis 2d e my “itis going Riremely
well, [ am happy that is now in the figh, 1 - got e st one under his Belt. Iam
thinking th.t this may be a prolonged event in 2 such ag voe may Lave to doliver 2ll of
our ordnance and I'thought that 1, maybe I did not, | houy  Gat I may kay e Uirected him
to shut off his FLIR off although I don’t recall, it is defini* '+ ip ths

need to g2t him a coordj nate, a generation point should we r.-a

0 the gun to

the J-DAN#As he says that he needs the gun, I switch fror o the

and from Uie left DD to the HUD so that I ¢z, proy i

PRES: Scrry, what was this switchology in the cockpit?

WIT: Itis different than itis in the Supe: 11, - At 38 o1,
which I nornaily getthe.  FLIR on for and i i | y walgh 3E

Page cr ..U J. 5o, I made the choice o go from dpit DRI 5. LR
and oo U B R DD to the HUD.

PRES: S0, tigiht now you think that you ar - coxdling wl

WIT: OL, | thought I was recording the HUD -

PRES: The HUD

WIT: Yeo sir, absolutely.

PRES: Oz

WIL: Uscibom switch positions,

PRES: C7ay, Guat was off target to getwith the G 1 Y& 2re prepping Dor thigrun?
WIT: Yes. <, can [ haye that gap filled, 517

PRES: No, just Xtep on going.

] 1ht say that I selected those recorc.: ter1s for thaf reaon. Quic
break, if ] ' Line of thought just went. Back in, comir  3if1n getthe I amrnow
feeling ve s cod at how the situation is going. Ido:."t recall whe: 14 ik wsey. ¥
asked now to drop a trailonm. v . Ksicwe 2o soinz to
8otoa i loyment, if we needtogotoa J-DA - tnpl eni, Lwul 2 the first o
employ the I-DAM down on the coordinates to make (1uthe; sen. Idon't need him to
Recessarily & vork on any follow ongameplan, 12 proiyy ek camoen nwiat
is happenin: in the here and now. [ come off target iz feft . 4o L tur ug up
towards iic nurth confess here that Idon’t have SA o) 1zt 1 & passi the north of
the friendly position. I'swap directions and | feel now that my SA swa pec that they
were onthe : it side of my canopy on my first runs coming from east fo wogt and they

-
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remzined i the right side of my canopy even thow 2 1

east. Thitismy SA asl head outbound.

PRES: Okav, so off the third delivery, the success . hirc

WIT: ves, sir.

Maj We nead to take a break.

[END OFPAC
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[The Interview of LCDR reconvened at 1051, on 6 December 2006.]

PRES: Captaip - back after a brief 3 minute pause, ~ Iwantto
remind you that you are still under oath and do you agree that you are still unger oath?

WIT: Yes, sir. Again, and ] believe I reiterated Type 1 control just from the initial check
in. Ifeit comfortable with what has happened a; ... point. The talk-on that  received as
I get now to beam the target is one of the mast solid that I had received and [ felt very
comfortable with the back and forth that we had. Liculy wish that we had the green
comm io conilim that but he sajd that he wanted the tree line {o the south of the larget
that I just struck in the buddy lase with bomb, P'm visual of that

linc now that I am visnal, Just underneath the ‘B’, the red ‘B’ on the chart,
a fuirly long tree line that I am looking to strafe. S0, I want to confirm v 1 m, S

the exact length of the tree Jine that you would like me to strafe ‘He said just to the
south, there is 2 tree line; roger that. Now, I assist him on the TOC that I am seeing in the
cockpit. Itell him that ] §€e 2 ree line with a curve i jt and that I would = to st

from direcily south of the target that  J;.g previous!y struck a d@istance Gom we larget
that I had stouck to the tree line out to the west, 50 Ilnow ifitis goins to baa?
Oriiilis, in fac:, 30ing to be a short st e, When Icoafirn that wit
i woily south of the building that I just struck aod cut £ Cie wes
RIS, Gc says, “that’s good” and then he confirms and he moveson znd b
wat we would like is a gun from east 1o west or wes? o castenthat tree line ey
clezrancz on {nal, call in with direction,”

PRES: Can you mark please where your 2im was? And the questio ;¢ - o use apy
crater discussions 2gain to isolate this taget area? Put ag < whers you tink your aim

point would be based on this discussion.

WIT: There was go {urther discussion o* oy the erate: that [ rensr
PRES: Thediscustion of the crater wis oalyonrun 7

WIT: Vs, sin,

PRES: And that was i relationship to (¢ third target?

U’VI_ 2 Y Sy Gl
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PRES: That you had anchored a western crater from the target?
WIT: Yes, sir, correct.
PRES: Okay.

WIT: And very comfortable now that we are in the exact sar me target locaticn we just
bombcd, it is just south of that.

PRES: Dic you know now that these were the same—4e 125t two runs tha! you requested
are the some complex as the first two runs?

WIT: Univriuaately, sir, I don’t have that SA right nGw,

PRES: Ckay

PRES: Uliy, so we zrzin aleft hand tuim, we are north o
up there?

e target, and could you piek

WIT: Yoo, sie. am north of the target and this is 211" Rlel: ‘:"Q as] am ound onee
the tarsc! lleon suitcased, I felt very comfortable with it. I fzel that he hag g:ven me the
information that I needed. I feel comfor Labie with where Iwzil be putting these bullets
and . ;\'I: to take trail on me such Liatif I--you can correet off Cof my
hits. LfI strafc a portion of the wee line that they are satisfied with but they want to take
it fu.ser, U1 ance the tree line so we can get bullets on that tree line, either take care of
any c*urt:,rr coming out of that tree line with bulicts orstrafe a
furtiicr s 0 of the tree line either an east to wes® adjustment or a very simple for kim
to see my bulilets, roll onto those bullets and strafe *v.uh ad_;usmcnts- So, L py to have
that i . __::'_.u'l,uuoontneg nand try and provide rthe JT; [den't

COmi......cale the same to JTAC however with the cadence ¢ :J fm ha{l be ulle to provide
us, assuming that he would immediately clc« us to anoths 1er target or as T caine off. my

wingias eould sis .;_vu that tree line agzain T am log?” gyt er :
differz: soiiicn ol (hat ree line again, though that wo 't commmunisated, sty twought
proc. ..

Inow think more, let’s get on soms patamelos hore, Jot's mainta s vistus! ofthat
the catire woyand = 1 am abeam the target, Iremeiiher Dat Do last gun unl bad to
unde: o me i1 the middle on thirki. g [ am vis ;.131 on Jﬂs targel Uie cadi o, itis
my 5a tie. s slew il ofT the target, which is ugams‘ my normal s.:;;:‘ Lmicationed
previously U ot nuv normal stand is to undscignated, ; .. 2, undesiy

redesiznale, [ would like to see the tape lo scs i1 ¢

Lad



k&Y, question, hold on, so we're st

ongj 11 and you
Link that You zre m 9‘<mc a correction bmeu on .' > Jast knowa

At |
2d
gy |
9s)

YA 1y Yes sir
PRES: Fositioning on the ground.
WIT: Yes, sir, correct,

PRES: “nd you beam and you look Wwith your you verify it?

PRES: And your FLIR js unable bascd o angle ..

WIT: Tamncteven concerned with the FIIR now, Lam perely visual o1 this now sir,
don’t recall that T was using the FLIR at thig peint, sir,

PRES: Qkz ', @l any point here are vou concemes slallwl/ha FLIR 1o visual band offor
b b )

WIT: i and certainly visual, -

PRES: o . visual?

PBiSt Clay, Ry, gotit. And where IS your vt ~m this poini?
Wil My assessment of my wingman as directed 15 1) and Lelind me 2 cood distance,
that 2 core i, came to the right of m= 25 T came I£, Thad net 1aliced to

- rabout any of this, My SA is as be came . 1, he was tracing zrovnd me higher

Up 2bovemic and that he was just a bit to the nort’ of and at a higher elevation than |
an..

PR S: ¢
Wil i

PR Pl s, s cest the target neoe -
] by g

PRES: You mnticaed now that your SA {: now o Yorsioved e dizond o e
target froni o s

fud
i



WIT: 1doueh rhﬁiundemgnatcd looked at the arget area at the tree line, desi gnated-—

PRES: VW hat kind of designation,
WIT: : designation, yes, sir,
PRES: Okay.

WIT: TT‘C . @ very quick designation dropped it and s*cw..& it Just a bit so just
tha! it wo: ldn't b2 dead on my target though [ would have vangi ng should I need it fora

PRES: Clkay, so this is al] . visual designziion?
PRES: And you are 50 degrees off?

WIT: Yes, . - correct.

PRTS: Clay.

WiIT: Ok so [ want to get it just o"fml want to ot it just off the target so that Istill
have gooi. anging as Lroll in this way ol sbean the targe:.

PRES: flh inht, you actually slewed it, you verifi=d that t! = dirmond in vour is
off ti.c turg ( Ly some distance, can you judge what that dis: nca is?

/TT: N, sir, Wnlocuaately, Iean’t,

PRLS: Bul i your mind, you think that the diamond now- is south of where he target is
that you wan: to strafs'?

WII: Right, yes, sir, correct,
PRES: Cliiyaud you are not venifying that w1l ar ofthe other sensois?

WIT: Unlorienately, no sir. 1 don’t want 1 ) lose sipht or ecnitact of that smoke that s
emma......ho' the ] uu_;dil.\g.

PRLES: Ckay.
WIL: Knowing thut is my anchor point shiould I yet lost my anciior C point L diet Luilding

that ! justziick and thatl smoke emanating from that buildine g and just south of that is
whez: [ 201 Loing to find that tree line. I'don’t want to go heads cown, I have 2 helmet

f- LD
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aid that is what it is there for, it is a great system and I want {o depend o that to

maintzin tally of the larget area itself. I don’t wen: anyl gz else occluding g my vision as
I roll on, sir,

PRES: Okay, continue.

WIT: We head out.bound briefly enough to clinb 1o o my SA, about 8,500 feet, think,
again without having spun the tapes, I am not sure. I bring it back inbou-3 -Ving more
time to dedicate to some parameters and how we are douv Thave SA that  am shallow,
sI*al[owu than I want to be but my speed is good. Icall he reiterates in r 1y 90 degree
tum as I am coming off to expect clearance on final, call i with direction. Possibly
expect to be c‘cared hot on final though[uon tremember. Teamein, I called in from the
West i @ 110 heading undesignated as [ amrc ). ag tows:d mytarcet.

PRES: Okuy, you undesignate even though the diamond wzs now off the target?
WIT: Yes, eir, Yes, sir, correct.

PRES: This was, £5ain, you are lookin; throu h Vo
Bave you checked the target? What are you using mow as»

WII: Tlemai; A anchor that I am usin NgROWis ¢ at ! foe £ 31 Visun] wit, fip teee
line 2ud e sinoke that i coming from the byl sthat is difling and di si-727 2 good
bit.

PRES: Okay, how visible is the smoke?

WIT: My es*zmaﬁmn is I probably wish that I could have kept the gun pattern ti gxler the
STC 2 s Jilsipate ! a decent amount. Visible but dissipated a decent amount, sir,

PRES: Ol y, continye,

WIT: One thing that is not mdr.chmg up in the c.,bi:_-:.": Lot recessanly at et Uime, ang
thiniing o' ou: it Liat time, is that the smrke iz @ =noTi tha 4 nzyds
Bom £y semzle 2012.000 feet, are .:x; much 309, So. i, ol iy west on
110 headin~ and I shoot the guns, sir. Receive cls- tance, clear ho! and theveeen

PRES: Whisdid yOd recetve cleared hot?

WIT: Ididn'tmake s wmgs level call, I hada’t mats oo in3s level calls, it bod bee
all i cais, wi 25 1ev L1 s not a standard We Use anyraore.

PREE: Wes it soonce T was it right at trigger scue-z2 or were voucomLiihlz whan
you received elcered ut"

WIT: Ivwis oo .LL.';'-..inanIreccf'.._'-__,_v_

.
)
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PRES: Anything else happening in the cockpit, anything elss distracting you?
WIT: No, sir at that point I was pretty much focused ori—---
PRES: And vour Wingman was where?

WIT: My SA is that he is back up behind me able to roll in probably further out to the
west than I am at this point.

PRES: Okay, okay, now describe to me--you rolled in and Low are you anchoring
friendly and how are you anchoring target?

WIT: Friendly position, my SA is to the right side of my designation, which obviously
put them to the sovth which they are not. Because I'swapned running direction from
westerly to easterly and I have not anchored friendlies thinking that I have maintained
contact on the nosition that I had bombed previously. ' .

PRES: Okav, as far as the strafe run pattern that you brisfed, can you describe to me
where you put your gun reticule? '

WIT: Sir, I believed at the time that [-—-
PRES: "LLis is what you are thinking in the cockpit.
WIT: What [ am thinking in the cockpit, yes, sir. -

PRES: I waul you to go ahead and put & CC.2 cirele in viue arouud where you are
thinking whe.« you are tlinking that your larget is.

WIT; Okay. [did as dirccted] that dot right thele.
PRES: Could you put a circle around it and some whiskers and label that Delta,
WIT: And from there T took the reticule just across the tree line it was my belief at the

time back just a Liwie bit to the north and then ou: just to the east of that tree line, a little
bit furth~r ‘5 the enct than my intended point but satisfied that T was hitt ‘ng the tree line at

that time, v ¢ 1 e 1aat they wanted strucs, sir.

PRES: Okay, can vou in blue also label relative to ‘hat where you thought the iriendlies
were? :

WIT: Yes, sir and [ havenot dedicated e appropriate al.cition of time to that butmy

SA is that the friendiies were down here, sir, in this area hers,

Maj Cen vou label that Foxtrot.



PRES: Now, what happened then, firing the gun did you
transpircd short] y there after?

» “check-fire, chec k-fire” I have
11Cs they said some hing
Keil ihal from my memory and I do
ne check fire s indicating that they thi

"f.-dt run, get back up to altitude, reseive a very quick “check-fire-
i iiked to
g about the | m;;dy position. Idon’t know if]
1ot tha.li that, but ] have very good
tisa J‘CIEH»

! don't remember hearing those words op e radlo We Izt the radio 2o silent for

talk about that (o off and what

Q:-“EO“ has bm

a moment. [orbit overhead and now | j _]ust started plugging through all my wa Vpoints.

Mark IT which 1@
wasn't a svsiem error. [ confirmed that ag=inst waypoir:
confirmed with the k

Lo ._L\-t

PRES: Otay, when vou put the pos:tmn m your
your SA now inrela -.iship to the £, CiY as il was wh

guiL.

PRES:

wwght but now | s that £

Clihe gun, what is the gun?
WIT: Cfthe, ing 1
atthut point. Iden’
happania: oz the 3
my helme: ot w 2y Jam S demg:nated and tried to sort out so
ﬂ.lgh: what Tw 13
. «welookatthat Lyt T v v znuch t

I sluw enncily what T was loc'-

az that T just ex o ed, yes, sir, w!
.;C:;EE. Trecall just ocreocal very :

wis (e last time you saw s
r ouly source of anchpr?

WIT:
asse: 1
port. i

PRES: 2.1 00e-

about a thre
ine that matchos p with v

that you are 20 2

T SAs— ot (17

lam trying to piovide data, 1 ..

Zatin the oo

Hoge whick--vou i

That is the mzan\. and the group o fouildings is 1oy maj

cropped as the gun and d put that in 25 waypoint 2, to make sure that
3 which is their position and

the fr n&;y posidon, wha: is

_C,..f DOYOLD L.

5 6r¢ 10 the nerll of the
_;:. i forn c:ea.ﬂy
i s te e eas

cufwhat s
“cht wlal 1 iatt souied with
that we’d be able to see post

sroms i ilerend

il L time
1ave ily nbed now the
2N & of anch: Tam
il T



I - Just a few minutes age, youdrewa spol athe map thit you believe you
have gl-nfed. c-"" - vou mark that in blue witha ‘G, an!i}

WIT: [didas Cirected) I came off i cre recording 2zain ihe status on the greund, they
said--! Lelieve they said “we have 2 casualties, 1-1 3 and 1-dead”. Idon’t know what
those ¢ des are. From thcrc Isend "o AR. Igetacall §
and I don't know if that is relevant to the follow

CLUS5I0n.

WIT: | ¢t 2 call rom W8I, that he needs ¢ ssistanes to fim that [ am
werling with Break-Break requests acsistance, he says, “You are cleared
ofl obelp him.™ Itis now a differer: that Tam 2k 1p & c+DI0UL S Lo o Uifferent
Individial, Ldun’t know if that is p(,wu,.., Gatismy /. Ipressto on the same
frequer: -v, 0329 he p*“"ee me Lis fr endly o “,ioz:- of
gnd'f Ay Trequest thath give me that a feel, oughit s not noccssary,

he gives that to e :-';‘. feet, an clmwﬁt..-- 1at | Uo noi writz do mifobecloseto
2700 I pit that in my systein under Mark 3, as T'wer i to o oaint o it 3 for
waidtevs: foliow-ou SA Tean getsince ] know that 7 & iog back to this 2rea after [
AR. He deseribes that he is on the west bank of theriver. am havin nz trouble
puiting that '0“:':"1.. either because I am having trouble Lsmpar,zenf*l* ing with the

-fire call to > fiow having to help another JT AC o1 L.: ground or bec:uss the river
entside of L.,.SCOPCO this map here, Tam b ing toudle Jiscemine west-

i south 2!hough I have a helme: - -1} - n.coy 2 en Tl sding everywhere
esays ther | _Jtanl,is.re from the eastand T ~at 1.1k +d on: 1 osition and 1
Blouwiwcis e U west bank of Wil g hici3 spaced cut bout 10
mciers cach, IT'oount ahout 4 vehisles and 1z talks mez coio a smoke,
Very eles sewoke o ating ﬁ 1wl g rover, se-t baok of this
Tivisi ' ¥nghed o lme ckpit
o] ek, Ttell i 2 gteh ARt
As Tk il i o do 50, he f::.:-t_'.; Giaiheis % iy anditis
Is

¢ T T A, : - T I SO 3T
) of aroundie weik e [oee-a M 1 Tt . NOw,
wiil i LL<, - don'treeall IF T switched £ . ! Hold
hc di.lto try and cef 112t ba: 0 Y VI ;i i thathe
¥ - s ~ I Yo 3 - L A £ L.
0ees wl wead niy aisisiance beesuse I ¢ W ae s~ @ haip t by

€L .oyiof ordnanee 2t flisfime, Fortune rheiss hzad"2 tiesituation with his
. :

atilery. 1, Iriaks g eall aloaz sl at T+ { “setin
5 ' ' e g " s S ‘ pir - 1 11

89 Priae 1 LRt (U iR o ly 1 ) W DI v e - i
hi : X a2 plinueg ! Lhine ‘ g
Whewoit B vl aly yassistance Sum s pany "of UFRE ikerats
fai iy Fstuts, oo caching Uic !, aurt

PRES: < Lol ette did you leave, wiot did you press (3o the taree



Wil 2R going 1o fueler, 2.7, Ibelicye, zoa

it has Léer awhile sinee utihatbut |
belicve it was -4, possibly 2 3.3 fron: fuel

PRES: "What fue! state did You get i the baslret wi
WIT: Ibolleve it was a 39 SIr.

a2
PRIIS: Above hinen?

WIT: Yes,sir; mv SAat the time was above bingo, sir.

1

WIT: Lam Yool conccined that if ] ¢ A ot AifIdon’t i orod resulis
or flying :s T cheuld “c to the Ta"xkﬂr ﬂ at Lwill mest Lze' v instrugt
fo press vut since I oo s

j " % .
L S T L};ut R ias Heoal VL ..‘b

; I 1D press south outof couniry or
to press back to the area m-d orbit and mainzaig aver . aich ind - ciing s bacside gas
G pre vofcuiily, Concemed that | .ull ot be abic w CC"I"&!TI‘!‘U”H"&.ILV“’M is
here-— »“1 it b s happened I‘erc with the remaind r of my mission, and th‘s
vod 1 or, I get on Tanker, give them the 1 8, I think i1y
2 Lo L-JCCk that, it is siid: It was gf)
: L g2t in the basket with no = >:ble
; LCDR realized that he no--c - nIgs
it mo frouble, get the gasandprese onw kg

‘o pIBSSOn hac ty 4 _JE“zu semethigs ! tat's: that

PRES: So, vouarp . ues doning becausc of ¢ “chice

PR, C Ay e 2id sen see the bullals lonwc Lot - last pan?

ERES: Anc whons O you ibink they Lupastel, 20+ oy g% ne?

WI: Exac v wisers ~-winere 1 thoushial e ¢
acress back e Lt o1 on the top.

i
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PRES: And did you shoot within range?
WIT: Yes, sir, I shot within range.
PRES: Okay.

WIT: And [ was critical on this target, Had I not it was a linear target that [ am running
right along, [ believe.

PRES: Okay. Anything else significant the duration of the HOP?

WIT: Iam sorry before I depart off to AR; | queried 1o see the status of the boys on
the ground. He seld, “We don't know diey are taking fire from al] directions. We didn’t
know if it was enemy fire or friendly”,

PRES: This is the mid-c ycle AR or the next one? Okay.

WIT: Just-—-afier I had worked with™ checkir;g out for AR, letting know I would
be bauck, with W ici them know I would be back. Dre. -brezk wital is the
Sta._s ol i boys on the ground? ] believe at this point is v.hen he passed z2long B3 and |
dead. Iam not sure where the fire came from, whether it was friendly or enemy fire and
then presscd nottls, I came back in very, much war:’ 5 10 shage my fears that we--1 may
be responsible for something, but he was too bus ¥ trying fo retreat from that position.

on s [clivok it I am back to ny 130-180. .afiight of A-10sis coxnling
mbound and tic Y e geiling a talk-ou, we are workine 4 1ok on tagether, vpdated the
friendly position that T 1ad put in “wvaypoint Y,
talks to a target at at waypoint 7, cast to west
wooling, west of a luge compound. TS flights coring in with their ordnance and the
ordnaice I'm thinking they will probably need in retreat probably not going to be a larger
J-DAMII tyre bom? ~r one that isn’tasreal-time. 30mpa o znon will probab’y bea

eTet N e Yoo T S I 1, s E i
bei.. . cagiocof WeaLon dua also CLCCIRPASLIOE WIE (e cofwhot's CUSELokY
H . L NP . oL JORUTY - T TTTL LI - < s 1 v
0C0Cu..ud, 4 wwvap pluces inthe CAS stack with [ also cosrdizie Oie cffort
1 Thell o i ATT €A% im, = - g
witl | bCL;. o B All-072'g Lolne n 35 « WO d evzc and
3 1 e T U > 11 ag the S T ne o
the b B G OLS B ‘_ilwm'..uji.n.. Pl Lo T o ow XTI 88 WO LLicndlies are
oW relred iz to the rorth and igain with # rocket ‘calls
that ha ) 25 P 1 LT (U I 1ing. a ¢- ';.!'.ﬂ-",__s.t__ 2nd he
SPPURT e i ARSI ¢ = esande UACTUD LA Ll g, _E0C. seid el MIES WL O ang
. iy 1

has iLc sus and 1 kind of tell him to stand down aud that we are Probadly going to Le out
of this Jight for tic romainder they don’t necessarily seem to need us and I would not
rathervres: hin iato the situation anymore and we come off the tar ™ aag eone home, sir.
PRES: Ckay, ifyou don’t mind, we have been here for a Hitils over 2 JCUIS, We are going
tofirl 11 wed g0 wround the rousa:

<



PRESY To zee if ciybody has ary fe-attacks anything thint we may have misced,
@ :

gaatm Cager

i

MEM: No questions from me, thank you for your honrat 1«

RES: Fiight Leader
MEM: What wag Yeur impression of the competence of the JTAC?

WIT: Pretty high unger rough situations, sir.

Mc i ~4; aud he had your conlidence?
Wil Yus, sir,

MEMN: Bid he use cny unfamibiar terminology?

WIT; Deks doicl, [ hadn™t previously heard, but we Ollewed up Delta-F otel with a
direct hit a4 7 confliriaed it. Wood line, but I understood tiat very clear to be the tree
linic.

MEM: Ol wa Yy of thevinfGiniation he passed vou o on unfamitar format?

42 Not agy LusgZ out of the orduary Tom what 1 received and when T heg been
wor'-ne T previovsly, Negative,

MEM: Ok, thanks, very much,

£t Co! Coing bdck to your left hund tum 15varg vour final gl fe e, you said
Lo OU Were [ooking st smoke on the ground, and s - 1 =4 ; achoil 3 off that and You are
anchoring off buildines. you said that you were slightly sumrised that the stioke was
goin: .. 2 ng porth Fioatse ot e als: e wind wagrez"y o aing
from the e o i pheppiongo

Lol eIy

-

sltp I

WIT: Rieh:, 2 small bt ofthe tape Ciat haven't had the charce g review,  tape of
revies, upe ~«ading and seeing that smoke driftup fiomac( {1 the first boinb, and
seeinu it ¢, Bt nohy, didnt mateh with my reality at the time, In ibe arst
indicztor and what Iam seeing on the ap. (2920)

Lt Co! 0 And ustia relterate, your anchor peiny, as vy e conting :Slifl:l)l n
that (s wus e g o fa 2.50 htee buildines 3id ! T e



WIT: Tree ling, if 1 could §e 1o the tree line o thut with .o smoke in that area was the
man th

My ‘1 . Ladly on you suid st yoy had Soeen Type 1, whio was it that

WIT: I thought it was

5

Maj e say the words ¢ Type 1” or did you just t21e it from eve:
receoved Lo iim?

1at you

W Vo wow, Tacver cven questioned that T very much ¢ tthat Az peised Type
«© izl check in with mmmxd ihat nas been sic.d that we have gt that
Jnt for every SITRED update,

WIT: There was no £ rther update as to the type of conizo! I received and —one past and
forraer ‘e L fortunately,

PRES: Clcov, this is going to c,cncladt‘, this ""cntionJ Iz2m really
Mpressed v %) D SIS, poumZeonsneds) Porfhis aitnnse. and vur recelosrion,

»

Supcl . o Seedity and daak you for AppueEn

Thave cne final piec: ofstatement thy Lhave

This is 21 675840 fivve 5t ""omhs mvxlcgm n asensath ‘ay report Wil vmade by
the appeining avd o ¢ aagher audiority as sueh 2. - _':- ae€ apropriale. Therefore,
YOU S0, oot ¢lscise o “- procecding with anyone outside r:f{his board exicept for
your counse! if vou h“w re"!mcc: one, Again, Lns is the Interimt Combined T vestigative
Board. 1tis e < wavkil UK USand interio in parure taat weare he 1o collect
just evicerzc wiich is what we have been doing f,r tie Jast 6 days. i"ne formal board

A—TIb




J JOMAmow somet e, Tizere is going to be a process of
3 that we know to them 2 Loy are «oiig to reconvene and
uture, after sifting throush all of ¢ svi e b vz a firal report. They

SLWILICSS egain to interview vom, ! it there } {rant i his
test: Loy muvdecide that they wantio go ek o ¢ field o=d epeak with
ne JTACS, Therewillbea request made {or that, Lut son o similarproce:. s Ay occur
Just to keen you informed

toft

P
]
-

Itis now 1123 and the interview is concluded, thank you.

[END OF DA77

1
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Re-Interview of

The Interview started at 0743 on 18 December 2006.]

Captain would you please state your full name?

Captain + Commander, [ am Captain , Tam the Legal Advisor of the
Combined Investigation Board that's following up the work that was done by the Interim

Investigation Board, Combined Investigation Board, which interviewed you previously
on the 15th of December, sir.

WIT: Yes. sir.

LA: We have a couple more questions to ask you, we've all listened to ths l=stimony that
Yo piovided before but before I ask Uiose questic Ljust want to remind you what your
rights are before proceeding.

This is a proceedin g investigating a potential friendly fire incident that occurred on or
abcul 5 December 2003 near Khandahs- avelving 2 1J.S. Nov Y F/A-18 and United
Kingdonm Reyal Mach ¢s. The investigation is epno “ed vnder DOD Instiuetion 6055.7
and has been convened 1o produce a pullicly relec- 1 1. - zord of the facts and

CUcunIstancas re SHreing the inctdent to gather and rieserve evidence to be used in

F
claims, litigation, disciplinary, and administrative proceedings and for all other purposes
Sxcptmiciap prevention. The board does not have 10 any access to any confidential
information that YOU may have provided in comnec: . with this incident. Vour sworn
tes'imesy may be veod for any proper PUIROSE; aditic L v vour testipg t2y be
relecacd 1o thepublie, cpecifically bocause of the - o - Jefasteh L you know,
It 1= possibie that o i

- 2vh codld be suspected of an offense undor the Uniform Code of
Miliiay Justice in connection with the fatality resuliing from the friendly fire incident
that we are favest faling o § December 2006, Becous of hat T want to make sure you

"

e icle 21 of e URitom Code of MiT v - Just. > Cvamey rimen sileat,
tha: iz, to YERCLLag w2l Anystatement that yo e cither oz or wiits cen be

Bscd 23 ovgiones agamnst vou intrizl v ol t-mart rary other sudic
aduuir st orec ™. You have the rightto consult vith 3 1 7yerand o have a

yer 52 iuterview and youhavet' - -4 5 miks Ty degal covnsel fee
ofchargs, v addition ta Y MLIAry couns " that 5 ttled to7 e1vilic g selof
YOuL Cvi cloosing at yo - gug Capuict. Youmay . W ala during
this clow and H'Youdave “iy vucsuuis andwar Lo WEaeyen, pullstus

TR RO URLLGed o a Jawyer Glthe inilia] statements 12l you
! X Y ! 4 4 . trray b d o iy +% - . -
mau., . JUS LIl Lial vou wante ¥ W ol you

“ 3 -



Proviced me with her name and her phone numbe- - nd we will eot her L 50 vou can talk
to her.

WIT: L‘s Sir.

LA: Ifwe needed to, we would brin ng her here, o} %
WIT: ¥ es, sir.

LA: Do you undersiand your rights?

WIT: ], sir,

LA: Do you want to talk to a lawyer?

Wil Negative, sir.

AL A " . PTRR S § g o o A T Sy
LA Lm.__-, S FOU LI 0 GSWer our questio:.

LA: Greal Jam Ui+ LWRAT yud again, though you are probably still unler path, P'm
j ng to g0 ahead and swear you again. Okay, 1'is is once I fin d this, cause

Dwedl swear e ‘heydoon TV as Opposed i following the specific

1ere, Ukay. Please raise your right har | ['witiess dic -5 direciz

Da vou sol “m‘ Y swear and affirm that the tes: o ny that you are abouyt give in this
MAr e Lauer investic gation is the truth, the who!- : truth, and nothi ng but the truth, so
help you Goa?

WIT: 1do, sir.

LA: Alricht 1y nks very m uch- Oh and for Lherecomim.wl’il.m to s‘.y tor the
¥Rl SO e Lomsined Invest oatien Yoard arp gl o Tt

during L interyviow a5 i3 JABe eredire- arter

LCDR v Alehe T Ead 5 ofianee Vreviewye 10 Y &istorand v 99 hour
history and I just wanteq (0 1ollow up on a few quest

LCDR How old are you?
WIT: 34 vours old,

LCD‘{ And wi ! manti W y 0L last Idz: SRR



WIT: April.

LCDR Okay, at that time did youreceive a full up-chit for an entire year for the
next Apnl period?

LCDR ¢ Do you recall what your vision wzs at that time?

LCDR “ay. During the past year have you had any major medical incidents,
hospitalications, or surgmes‘?

Y. Nothing SIgnigcat,

LCPR Okay. Can you tell me if you had ever been diagnosed with any chronic

meG.cal P.uu]mT‘S ?

LCDR Okay,

LCDR Are you currently using eny medications o nadaily basis cron an as

N2CUC Jusis)

Voot Mo idications at all. There is 2 performarce maintenance program that [ had
previ at.s}y co.upI eted ground testing for on the TRANSLANT. I had used those on my
£i.l OFF flight and not sinne.

LCDR Which medication was that?

T

V0 That specific maintsnance performance proorom medication T wonld kave &g rot
F = =
{5 CEAKBIL S

L Vs izt called o pill’?

1

-.-.A

VW.T: [tisthe go-pill, affirmative.

WIT: And that was used back on 6 November, a 1 onth prior to the incident,

A-Te



LCDR Okay. In Teviewing your 14 day bistory, there is a small g2p and at some
point, if you wouldn’t mind filling that in I would appreciate between where the 14 day
history begins and the 72 hour begins,

WIT: Okay.

LCDR " ~ Just 2--I noted that your sleeping pattems had been a little bit irregular.
Somctimes you would £0 1o bed early and sometimes you would £0 to bed late.

WIT: [Nonverba] yes.]

LCDR’ Can you describe a typical sleeping period for You over the Jast
depio yment period?

WIT: A typical Sie€p peniod for nie, [ would say is about 6 to 7 hours uninterrupted
sleen, Varying times depending on my schedule the next moming and it varies fairly
wildly fro a 730 brief to a flight that lands up to.midnight or later so, I cannot really put
a specific number on what time Tam getting into bed and what time [ am getting out of
bed. Lut] typically git the Lequisiie amoupt of slecy for what I do both ou shore and on
land - el is anyling greaier than six hours is wli; ] tend o meed. If] lay in bed
longer, it is not sleep that happens, if I can 8et seven hours, that is about the longest that |
can s.tstill for o period. :

LCD: Se, vou would say that seven hours js, 7. the nomial amy~ups >fsleep
thaty .- oy recuires to be healthy?

WIT: Iwould SY SeVen Louss s, is--that six and a halfo

LCDR Ckay. Talso note in “at Listory that your o

time: £~ puliols--0id that sertain in £sfence to - our gt
Particu. 11 pec ole such oy Yeulseif?

T

WIT: Ifdid becayse oLy posiiion as the maybe I had G cuility to
getto Liat Uucolioid eurlior than others. I, with the other department heads, achieved that
level somewhat earlier than the rest of the Squadron due to the fact that we started the jg-

7

countr »issions { “- Wiee days we few Jonser miselane 50, that paperiort is
menta-d (i the 14 d ¥ Bistory was for the department heads and abave, the more senior
flight leaders who hae achieved that milestone or the need for the interview witlh the
Medical .., . arly,

LCDR Clay did aayone have aay problenss will: it znd vz - crycie elear L

flightc, wrasi,s

WIT: Everybody was ¢ . ‘o and I'm not aware of any issues. That’s chvic:
betwee: [, T e individual pilots. I had po 1S5GS Ll Weie o,



v. Cn December 3th, did you fee] that you had adeguate regt prior to

LCDR [ also note in the 14 day histery that a Human Factors Counsel was

LCDR D0 you feel like there were any purticulor siressers that were discussed
about you or dg o v feel there were stressors that I'should be made aware of?

W.I Tothebest o iy Lnowledgs what happens b2hind e of Ldoor, when 7 leave
that room, Human Factors Counsel, I'm not Privy to. hHowever, there was 4 | e made
that they veoe &£)ing to make me wait longer away fon the Boar just to make me
Dervous about what they mazy had spoken about but fo 11 that I gormered perhaps there
Wazi't a whole lot th v y discussed zhout my sitantion, ;

LCDR ATe you marded, single?

Wi

LCD:. Any big stre-sors going onin your Iife {ar might have corne un?
WIT. N vihat corto T el an s1e s PRy Steincifdest wligicaags s o s
= VedoBEE O wLilsu (O Wills m»;dt.h-., pOu.-;. 130 ey Cuvauu'.._ ) ES R o £

LCDn Thatis 211 I have,

' by a1 it e s iy T T " ¥ Yasin -

L& Commander sinsa * bt yeu lere, Tjust huve ¢ thave Zllowing
T LT Tiutorad ¢ it 1 ! P

the ta o @ <UL Laal ] Ba histened to, that Thag ancs 19 Y& Cou.. imes

}’cst{...\-’_. Al Yol WRIs L ettty aa G UL Y . L e dui w8l 18



the _rraf'mcp‘
YOu we ing
if I misuse o

do <~

e are inquiring into, you had made the con
LIeke zom your third run be r*‘w drop as ar
wologry. That is wih ﬁtf EEJ;.':"

r peint. .",. don my, uh,
< 100 ) correct me if ]

)
LiaC

ng run?

WIT: Throughout the portion of the talk-on, as I c-ipe off the target and « cxecuted a left
hand tumn and used the .m ¢t and visual to pzc.{ Up or maintain contaet w*‘i the smoke
and _-.:fy of the tree line jus: to the s south which was the -arget area, could very clearly see
the smoke. Ag] n:cce"dc d out the smoke wasg diss; ;3!1,.57 mch that on the run itself, |
had -1 gt 'I'.,;f'v transitioned from the Smoke 10 maintal, satallyofthe vee tipe
Capuain, ! would say in almost any S!matlon when i Haik a taruet with wiite
phosphorus or wiili smok . o with anything else, that murk the 1o Tl L Lined until
you cam keep a1ally of thay s cet, | ..Lz..la;rw CRze cnou s divizace (g e rgetthat [
Probuoly sasition o « a . vofihe 1eee dine o yrefercior uiny | Smekcas
the §itai portion ot ¢ AL G coBEm that | o e ncht

LA: Okay, good. Ti‘.aa s all that Thave. Is thero.zr . inge
Jhe board juiow at iaie

st you would like to Jet

WIT: 7 here was omie 55 3 et case up afier Toorn - Taled moe iy ew, Lol talk tomy

- & - 3 1 ) > iy T -4 3
wing: oo towll some testim Wie Doad proviiod, Idon't
know ifdhiss in viotaion Y Lie regulations here.

LA: el 1 we LHGE Ve K o telk to a~ 1 ' wedy K
PYOVic oo othor :

WIT.

LA: Ifyou decide v vl o wlk 1o counsal ghe s o Sricusly vou can ik to

LAz Butivouidn ttalk o anyone else il CEUghL b subicct to ke nvestigati

LA: ¥r . 5 Be Yt Jave @ question .. thelke

WII" {e 2 G 4 R e S R - L el & R AR ) JEOR ARG e 5 .ol 2 Just

tedto oo ois winid gt o “colling was reaily discur. o in .ctail, I st didn't know if




WIZ: Secondly, sir, uporn
back apd at that time vohon Dwas work g with an’ ni
arez they Luasitioned as Uiy were now moving no: 1 5 Troe 2 O

probably significant in ¢
the 1.itial testimeny, sir,

»

e X that it’s
procecdings. But that is ie only thing may have (2t outin

La: Okay, tiatis it. That's all we havethis morms, = T s for comung by, [ knowit
1800t 2 lostodrag Yeu all the way back over Bere bo i ol

[The Interview ended 2t 0755 hours on 18 December 20 5.]

[ENDOF P~ 7
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] MOD Form 266A/B

Case Ref No: 83187/08 | (Introduced 12/03)

SERVICE POLICE
WITNESS STATEMENT
(CJ Act 1967, S.9;MC Act 1980, SS.5A(3a) and 5B;MC Rules 1881, r70)

Statement of:

Rank/Status:

Age if under 18: Over 18 (if over 18 insert “over 13") Occupation: HM Forces (RM)

This statement (consisting of 2 pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have
wilfully stated in it anything which | know tc L false or do not believe to be true.

Signature: Dated the 9" day of December 2006.

| am h . , currently serving with 1 Sect, 1 Tp, Z Cuy, 45 Cdo
RM, Camp Bastion (BSN), BFPO 792. | have been deployed on Op HERRICK 5 suice 9 Oct 06 and |
am due to return (o my parent unit, .

My section consists of
| of 2 Cov, 45 Cdo FEM.

On 22 Nov 08, Z Coy deployed out on to the ground frerm 3SN, and preceded to the Garmsir area
within Helmand province, Afghanictan.  lLipon getting to t:e Garmsir area, Z Coy met the Light
Dragoons and began to conduct training within that area. We deployed on to the area in ‘fighting

order’, this means that we were weam,g minimal amount ¢! kit, w.nich inciudad Canrev Cambat Body
Armour (CBA), with the ’ This
was a personz! choice and people may have used ' We
were carrying our perscnal weapons and | was also carrving my webbing, conicr - emunition and
grenades. | c'22 had 2 day sack with me,

OnTue 5 Dec 06, there was a Company clcaranu, operatio This involved all three sections of 1 Tp
starting from #-= "/t side of ~hich was part of the Fire Support
Team (FST). xr o oven four ro-designated clearance areas defailed as Alpha 1 to Alpha 4.
Each of these obieclives was an area of oround with a number of buildings locaied within it, which
required clea:ing oo my sz:ion passad thiough the ares. T T

As my secticn cariizd cut the objectives, we encounterad ro p--blems with grzas A1 2nd A2, We
then continu_1 t. ' or area A3. We cleared two bwld ngs and began to cross a ;.ﬁ.g,e secnon of
open ground, ! 3 whizh we took U'p cover a2hout g thire 4 of the way across in a *.'““.‘" ich was
about 4 feet 4r:n Rt in the trenth, ta my left were LT :

{17



