UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
7115 SOUTH BOUNDARY BOULEVARD
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 33621-5101

SEP 3 0 2003

CCIA

MEMORANDUM FOR

Commander, U.S. Central Command Air Forces, Shaw Air Force
Base, South Carolina 2%152-5000

Commander, U.S. Army Forces Central Command, Fort
McPherson, Georgia 30330-5000

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, FPO AE
0S9501-~6008

Commander, U.8. Marine Forcesg Central Command, Cawmp H.M.
Smith, Hawaii 96861-5001

Commander, Special Operations Command Central, MacDill AFB,
Florida 33621-5101

SUBJECT: Investigation of Suspected Friendly Fire Incident in
an Armored Column of the 3% Infantry Division (Mechanized) near
An Rashid, Irag, Operation Iragi Freedom, 3 April 2003

"REF: DoD Instruction 6055.7, Accident Investigation, Reporting,
and Record Keeping

1. The Investigation Report was prepared in compliance with the
reference and is approved. The findings of fact, analysis,
conclusions, opinions as to the cause of the incident, and
contributing factors are approved. The Report is forwarded for
evaluation and action yvou deen appropriate to incorporate
relevant lessons learned. The recommendations are approved,

2. There is to be no public release concerning this matter
until the required next-of-kin notification has occurred.
USCENTCOM will then post an unclassified summary of the report
of investigation on the USCENTCOM Home Page. All requests
concerning the report made pursuant to the Freedom of
Information Act and/or Privacy Act should be forwarded to
USCENTCOM, attention FOIA Officer,



CCTA

SUBJECT: Investigation of Suspected Friendly Fire Incident in
an Armored Column of the 3% Infantry Division (Mechanized) near
An Rashid, Traq, Operation Iragi Freedom, 3 April 2003

3. All other guestions concerning this investigation should be
directed to (b)(6) t, Staff Judge Advocate, USCENTCOM,
DSN (b)(6)

Encl
as



Unclassified Executive Summary

On April 3, 2003, during Operation Iragl Freedom, an armored
column composed of elements of the 3* Infantry Division
{Mechanized) came into contact with enemy forces near An Rashid,
frag. The armored column included two tanks and approximately
fifteen other military vehicles. In the early afterncon between
1300 and 1400 (local), one of the vehicles spotted and destroved
an enemy tank in a palm grove approximately fifty meters ahead
of them. The column halted to assess the situation. The
Executive Officer saw what appeared to be an enemy encampment
and ordered the column to monitor the area for dismounted enemy
soldiers.

Capt Edward Korn {the decedent) and one of his non-commissioned
officers {NCO} dismounted their vehicle and proceeded away from
their vehicle. BApproximately fifty meters from his vehicle Capt
Korn and his NCO spotted a heavily camouflaged enemy tank. Capt
Korn directed his NCO to return to their vehicle and get an
anti-tank weapon. As directed, the NCO left Capt Korn.

At this point, a U.S. soldier in a separate vehicle spotted a

uniformed figure {Capt Korn}) moving in the palm grove near the
burning enemy tank. The soldier believed the moving figure fo
be an enemy soldier and radioced the location. He and another

scldier fired several rounds at the “enemy.”

AL the same time, the Executive Officer was notified by a tank
commander that he had spotted the camouflaged enemy tank. The
Executive Officer ordered the tank commander to engage the
second enemy tank. The tank was engaged with 25mm High
Explosive {HE} rounds.

When Capt Korn’s NCO heard the weapons firing he rushed to the
Executive Officer to let him know that Capt Korn was in the palm
grove. The Executive Officer immediately ordered all personnel
to cease firing.

The Executive Officer led a search party into the palm grove and
found Capt Korn’s body. His death was the result of friendly
fire.



RBEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, V CORPS
UNIT 28355
APO AE 08014
REPLY 10
ATIENTION OF

AETV-CG 30 May 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, CJTF-7
SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation of the Friendly Fire Incident Involving CPT Korn

1. The subject AR 15-6 Investigation is forwarded for your review.

2. Concur with the report of the Investigating Officer.

WILLIAM S. WALLACE
Lieufenant General, USA

Commanding



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
3d Infantry Division (Mechanized)
Baghdad International Amrport
fraq 09303

AFZP-CG 22 May 2003

MEMORANDUM THRU Commander, V Corps, Baghdad, Iragq

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, US Central Command, 7115 South Boundary Boulevard,
MacDill AF Base, Florida 33621-5101

SUBIJECT: Results of AR 15-6 Investigation — Death of CPT Edward Korn

1. On3 April, 2003, TF 4-64 AR came into contact with enemy forces. During the fighting,
CPT Korn and SSG (b)(6) dismounted their M577 without notifying anyone in
the command. At CPT Korn’s request, SSG =~ ®©) left to get an AT-4 from their MS577.
While he was gone, CPT Korn continued walking and was mistaken as an enemy dismounted
soldier. He was killed by a 25 mm high explosive (HE) round from a friendly Bradley M2,

2. Aninvestigation into this matter (see enclosed file) indicated that this death was the result of
friendly fire. The IO found that CPT Korn failed to notify the TF that he was maneuvering on
foot away from the TF convoy. He found that CPT Korn failed to coordinate his movement and
subsequently moved into the column’s zone of direct fire responsibility. He found that the unit
operated in accordance with their standard procedures and could not have precluded this
incident.

3. TAW DOD Instruction 6055.7 and AR 385-40, I forward this matter for initiation of an
investigation into the inciden.

Jten

Encl BUFORD C. BLOUNT
Major General, USA
Commanding



(b)(2)(low)



AFZP-JA 10 May 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, 3d Infantry Division (Mechanized)

SUBIECT: Summary of AR 15-6 Investigation — CPT Edward Korn

1. The Army Regulation {AR) 15-6 informal investigation concerning the death of CPT Edward
Korn on 3 April 2003 was found to be legally sufficient 15 April 2003.

a. Facts: On 3 April, 2003, TF 4-64 AR came into contact with enemy forces in the
vicinity of MB431651. During the fighting, CPT Korn and SSG (b)(6)
dismounted their M577 without notifying anyone in the command. Approximately 50 meters
from their vehicle, they spotted an enemy tank (#2) heavily camouflaged with palm leaves. This
tank was approximatelv 30 meters from another enemy tank (#1) that had been destroyed earlier.
CPT Korntold SSG ®6)  to go and get an AT-4 from their M577.

SSG  ®©  [ef to get the weapon. Simultaneously, SPC ©)©) | who was in another M577,
saw a figure in uniform moving in the palm grove near an enemy tank. He radioed the location
of this soldier, who he thought was an enemy soldier, to the rest of the TF and then fired one
round from his M-16. The figure dropped to the ground and started to high-crawl. SPC (©)©)
fired a few more rounds and then SSG (b)(®) fired his M249 at the same figure. When
SPC (06 heard SSG (O firine. he ran to the convoy and told them that CPT Korn was
in the area. Simultaneously, CPT (0)6) commanding HQ33, a Bradley M2, was monitoring the
shots and saw the enemy tank (#2) that CPT Korn had seen earlier. The Bn XO told HQ33 to
engage the tank. The COAX would not fire, so they used 25 mm high explosive (HE) rounds
instead. There were several explosions. 858G )  arrived at HQ33 and told them that
CPT Korn was still in the woods. The Bn XO immediately ordered a cease-fire. A search party
located CPT Korn's body by the enemy tank (#2). CPT Kom died of wounds inflicted by 25 mm
HE rounds. %

b. Findings and Recommendations: The Investigating Officer (10} found that CPT
Edward Korn was killed by friendly fire because he failed to notify the TF that he was
maneuvering on foot away from the TF convoy. He found that CPT Korn made himself a
separate maneuver element moving parallel to a stopped convoy without coordinating his
movement and subsequently moved into the column's zone of direct fire responsibility. He
found that the unit operated in accordance with their standard procedures when in contact and,
without being notified by the soldier of his intent for movement, could not have precluded this
incident. The 10 recommended that all units within 2 BCT continue to stress unit procedures
associated with physical security while traveling in hostile territory and that ait units within 2
BCT emphasize to new soldiers standard procedures for combat operations.



AFZP-IA
SUBIECT: Summary of AR 15-6 Investigation — CPT Edward Korn.

2. Other Considerations: The AR 15-6 makes clear that CPT Korn was the person most
responsible for his own death. Plus, he was cut in half by the 25 mm round. These facts may
cause the family pain. This incident must be forwarded to CENTCOM for review and
appointment of an investigation IAW Department of Defense Instruction (DoDI) 6055.7,
Although the IO finds that CPT Korn's conduct contributed to his own death, there is nothing
included in this investigation that will cause undue pain or suffering to CPT Korn's family, nor
anything that will cause any embarrassment to this command or the US Army. Recommend that
the AR 15-6 investigation not be forwarded to his family without submission of a FOIA request.

(b)(6)

COL, SJA
Staff Judge Advocate

The recommendations of the SJA are A Approved Disapproved
Other. X

St T

BUFOKD C. BLOUNT
MG, US Army
Commanding



AFZP-JA 15 Apr 03

MEMORANDUM FROM Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, DREAR, 3d Infantry Division
(Mech), DSA Dogwood, Iraq, APO AE 09303

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, 4/64 AR, 3d Infantry Division (Mech), Baghdad, Iraq,
APO AE 09303

SUBJECT: Legal Review Informal AR 15-6 Investigation — Death of Captain Edward Korn

(b)(2)(low), (b)(5)



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 2"° BRIGADE, 3D INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED)
OBJECTIVE SAINTS, IRAQ
APQ AE 09303

AFZP-VB-C 04 April 2003

MEMORANDUM FORLTC  ®O®B)  HHC, 2 BCT, 3d ID (M), APO AE 09303

SUBJECT. Appointment of 15-6 Investigating Officer

. You are hereby appointed as an investigating officer IAW AR 15-6 to conduct an
informal investigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of CPT
Edward J. Korn, HHC, 4-64 AR BN on 3 APR 03. initial facts indicate that CPT
Korn's death may have been a fratricide, so your investigation should be in
accordance with AR 385-40.

. In your investigation, all statements from all unit personnel and any additional
witnesses will be sworn and included with your report. You will make written findings
determining the facts and circumstances relating to the incident and will also make
written recommendations concerning any matter within the scope of this
investigation.

. You will submit your findings and recommendations to the undersigned not later than
five (5) days from the date of this appointment. You will aiso coordinate with CPT

)OO Brigade Legal Advisor, to receive an AR 15-6 briefing before beginning your
investigation.

4. POC for this action is CPT ®©O®E) |, Brigade Legal Advispr, at DNTV 584-2013.

(b)(6)(b)(3)

COL, AR
Commanding



AEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER/EOARD OF OFFICERS

For use of this form, sep AR 156: the poparent agency is OTJAS,

IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED IN FILLING OLT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS

____________ e e SECTION | - APPDINTMENT
Codl. (0)(6)(B)(3)

y O 7 o

{Appainting authoripy) ’ ) B

OR L G; ALF:REO;O?’___H {Ateach inclosure 1: Letter of appointment or summary of orel appoiniment duta. 1 (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.;
{Dave;

SECTION i1 - SESSIONS

The forvestigation) thoard) commenced . _OBIECTIVE SAINTS, IRAQ ut | 0600Z

{fimej
on . B4APR 2003

~—_{if a formul board met for more than one session, check here

eneled, fh{ ,rz!m v, per.r’i?m present and absent, and explanation of absences, if any.) The following peesons fmembers, respondenrs, counseli were
present (Afler each name, indicate capacity, £.g., President, Recorder. Member, Legal Advisor )

LTC (b)(6)(b)(3) - INVESTIGATING OFFICER

CPT  (b)(6)(b)(3) - LEGAL ADVISOR

7. indicate in an inclosure the time each session Began and

Tie folbowme persons (members, respondents, counsel) were absent: {include brief explanation of each absence.) (See paras 5-2 and 5-8q, AR 15-6, j

The fvestiguing afficer) (board) Apished gathering/hearing evidence at 10007 B 04 APRO3
{Time) (Daie;
and compleied tndings and recommendations at 06007 an 05 APR 03
{Tintej {Datei
N ) SECTION AIi - GHECKEIST FOR PROGEEBINGS

{Place; - - —

A COMPLETE IN ALL CASES ‘ ~

in‘,fn-\uru ipara 3415, AR 13-5} -
Are

te tollewing inclosed aid numbered consecutively with Roman numerals: (Artachied in arder !med}
. Iin fetter of #ppointment of 1 summary of oral appmmmenl daa?

e up\ of notice 16 respomdent, if any? (See item 9, belgw)

(J!} ) u)rns[mr}dt.nu. Willl rcspondull or counsel, if an} K o

A anation hs e m\esugaimg i)ffwr or board of any unusual deiays, difficulties, irregularities, or other problens
eiwanitercd fe.g.. absence of material wifnessesj ?

WHTEN

s 10 sessions of 4 formal baard ot inciuded on page 1 of 1his repont?

v othe

s gmfu.am papers {orher ffrrm evidence] rolating to administrative aspects Gf the i mw,f,n,garmn or hoard?

U Evplain il neganive answers un an witached sheed.

1 Use of the NiA cofunt constitntes a POSitive represemiation thot the circumstances described it the guiestion fid nol occar in s investigation
o7 hextired.

DA FORM 1574, MAR 83

FOOTRNOTES

EBITION OF KOV 77 1S OBSOLETE, Fuge T of 4 prges USAPA 1,70




1% Exhibirs gpr.rr(; 3-16, AR 15-6)

Car, Are wlf iems offered fwhether or not received) or considered as evidence individually numbered or Jeitered as
exhibits sad attaclied w this report? '

YES:NOHMNAZ
A7)

“Is an index of all exhibits offered to or considered by investigating officer or board sttached before the first exh;lm"

Has the 1us yemy/statement of each wilness been fecarded verbating or been reduced o written form and atrached as
i exiibae?

i Are copres, deseriptions, or depichions {if substinaed for real or dacumentary evidence] properly authenbcated and i
the ducation of the original evidence indicated?

Are g LF!]’TII:“}'\ or dlagmms inchided of focations visiled by the vestigating officer or hoard (p{.‘m 365, AR 15- 62

5 ench wrilen stipilation attached as «n exhibit and is cach oral stpulation either reduced to writing and made an
exhbur o recorded in & verbatim record?

I ofticial netice of any matier was taken over the objection of 4 respondent or counsel, is 4 statement of the matter
of which official notice was teken aitached a5 an exhibit (para 3-16d, AR 15-6)7

Was i l;ll{)]’l“'ﬂ present when the board voted on findings and recommendations {paras 4-1 and 5-28, AR 15-637

B CQ\:IPI ETi ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chapter 5, AR 15-6}

1 A H\L ;mml \tssi{m did the rcwrdcr read, or determing that all participams had read, e letter of appoimment (para 5-3b, AR 15-6;7

W it quurum present ar every session of fle beard {para 5-2b, AR 15.6)7

% m;'i} .a)m,nw of any member pmpcrly exeused f{para 5- 2(: A}l‘ 15-6)7

: It any membcts wh vated on I“mdmge or recommendations were not present when The board received some evidence,
s does the inclosure deseribe how they fumitiarized themseives with that evidence (pora 5-2d, AR 15-6)7

. COMPLETE ONLY IF RESPONDENT WAS DESIGNATED (Secrion 1I, Chipter 5. AR 15-6)

9 T Notice 1 req;g;denls (para 5-5. AR 15-6):

Ca Wihe muhm} and aiare of delwe;y 10 the rea-pondcnt mdu.ated on each leder of neification?

thy respondeat’s nghts wuh rcgard to wuns&l"

the g and ,eddress of cach witness expected fo be called by the recorder?

“the rcf-polldcm s rights to be present, present evidence, and cali witnesses?

Eht. uspum}ul[ provided a copy of al} unclassified documents in the case f {e?

record of prucud:ngs dﬂd cvldunu: rewm.d in his absence Imde available for cxdmlzmmn by him and his counsel {peira 5-90. AR 15637

1 ( uunhef (pmas 4, AR 15 6}

I mxlmr\ counsel was n:quc:tud bul not niade available, is a copy (or, if aval, a smmary) of the request and the
acnen) taken on it ill{.iudcé in ihe repmt {para 5-6b, AR 15-6)7

. B.v present with his counsel at all open sessions of the board which deal with any matter which concerns that respondeat?

; mmc atkl (}I)JLLI fo the mlrodut.rmu of real and doﬂ:umen!ﬂfy evidence, mf.ludmg written statements?

! rs,qm, sted. did the recorder assist the rccpma{]em in nhtdmmg evidence in possession of the Government and in
: «rmnym for the presence of wilnesses {para 5-8b, AR 15-6)7

Are all of the rcspﬂndem 3 requests and abjections which were denied indicuted i the reEpir of proceedings or in an
inelostpre of ¢xhibir fo it {pnrra 3-11, AR .’5 -6)F

F F cpileins ool negmu'e [Ty ﬁ‘f.! on an attached sieer.

2 e af n};e AIA colnn constifiies a positive represeotation Hutl the circonrsiances deseribed in the question did not aecir B his invesiigation
o frairid.

Page 2 of 4 pages, B4 Form 1574, Mar 83

USAPK VLT



SECTION IV - FINDINGS (pura 3-70, AR 15-6)

Ihc {n.iww‘:gm-’ng officer} (hoard), having carefully considered the evidence, finds:
SEE ATTACHED MEMORANDUM (EXHIBIT )

SECTIDNV - BEBGMMEHBAT!UHS {para 3-11, AR 15-0)

in View m th dh{)\t} nndmgs the {investigating officer) {board) recommends:
SEE ATTACHED MEMORANDUM (EXHIBIT )

Pesee 3 of 4 pages, DA Form 1574, Mar 83

USAPA YL ED



THIS RE PORT OF PROCEEDINGS 1S COMPLETE AND ACCURATE. {If any voting membt'r or the recorder fails to wgn here or in Section VI
belewe, indicate the reason in the space where his signature should appear.)

(b)(6)(b)(3)
""" (R e::fc:rder} - ' (Im-esrfga;irr:r;' a%‘ifer) {President) ;
........................ - omben) - T Member)
I (Member) - (Member)

e SECTION VIt - MINGRITY REPORT (para J-13, AR 15-64
To the estent indicated § in Inclosure ___, the undersigned dofes) not concur in the findings and recommendations of the board.

o the inclosure, identify by nuniber each finding amd/or recommendation in which the dissenting member(s) dotes} not concur. State the
reasons for disagreement. Additional/substitute findings andfor recommendeations may be included in the inclosure.}

Member) ) !’Member;

e SECTION VIIF - ACTION BY APPOINTING AUTHORITY (para 2-3, AR 15-61
'] he fllllhﬂ;__\ ‘md ;t,{,emmendd!mm of the (investigating afficer)-fbowd} are (approved; fdfﬁﬁﬂpﬁemdj%&ﬁ#ﬁ%ﬂ#&»f&#mwmns/

substifugions). (ff the appointing authority returns the proceedings to the investigating officer or board for further proceedings or
carrective action, attach that correspondence {or a summary, if oral) as a numbered inclosure.

(b)(6)(0)(3)

MG-BUECRD-BLOUNT
CoL (b)(E)(b)(3)

Pige 4 of 4 puges. DA Form 1574, Mar 83 HEAPA VL0



DA 1574, SECTION IV — FINDINGS

1. On 03 APR 2003 @ 1235Z, CPT Edward J. Korn, 258-55-8473, 4" Battalion, 64"
Armor Regiment, 3d Infantry Division (Mech), was killed by friendly fire IVO MB
431651, Republic of Iraq. CPT Edward J, Korn was a victim of fratricide because he
fatled to notify the TF that he was maneuvering on foot away from the TF convoy, and
because he did not retrograde to the TF convoy when he discovered an enemy tank. CPT
Korn in effect made himself a separate maneuver element maoving parallel to a stopped
convoy without coordinating his movement and subsequently moving into the column’s
zone of direct fire responsibility. Finally, the unit operated IAW their standard
procedures when in contact and, without being notified by the soldier of his intent for
movement, could not have precluded this incident

2. At approximately 1200Z, the 4-64 AR TOC column (TF X-RAY) came to a halt IVO
MBA431651 when it came into contact with enemy forces. The TOC engaged and
destroyed a T-55 Tank approximately 50 meters to the north side of the road. The tank
was located in a palm grove. MAJ  ®©O®G) | TF 4-64 X0, saw what appeared to be
an enemy encampment, He saw a campfire, a sleeping bag and an cooking pot still
smoking. He ordered his TF to meonitor the area for dismounted enemy-soldiers. TF 4-64
AR procedures dictate that no soldiers may leave the convoy area without the permission
of SGM®)©(1)E). SGM®E)DA) is responsible for convoy force protection.

3. Approximately 20 minutes Jater CPT Korn dismounted his M577 (HQ 20). The only
other soldier in CPT Korn’s M577 was SSG b)E)(b)B3) - CPT Kom told SSG
. OO that he was going to check out a building along the north side of the road.

SGM OOOE) was not informed. $SG  ®OOG)  got out of the MS77 and covered CPT
Korn's movement. Neither informed MAJ ®(©)®)®) or the SGM of their departure from
the convoy. The building was approximately 15 meters north, northwest from their
location on the read.

4. A few minutes later CPT Korn returned to his M577. He told SSG = ®6O)®G)  that he
wanted 1o check out an area next to a water tank off 4 dirt road approximately 25 meters
northwest of their location on the road. SSG  ®©O®®)  10ld CPT Korn that he would go
with him to provide security. SSG  0©E®G)  heard CPT Korh say that he was going
to cheek out the dirt road and come right back. SSGYO)O)(was focated in the M577
directly behind HQ 20. Again, none of the three soldiers informed MAJ 0)6)®)®) or the
SGM of their departure from the convoy. CPT Korn was armed with a M9 pistol. He
was wearing his Kevlar. a green flak vest, brown t-shirt and JSLIST trousers. When CPT
Komand S5G  ®®®G)  moved toward the water tank, they realized that they couid
not get over a stream located between their position on the dirt road and the water tank.
CPT Korn directed that they continue following the dirt road toward the north. They
moved about 50 meters up the road when CPT Korn said to SSG 0h)6)0)3) “Hey,
there’s a tank over there.” This tank was located approximately 30 meters behind the
first tank that had been engaged and destroyed earlier. It was approximately 30 meters
from CPT Korn and SSG  ®E®G)  on the dirt road. The tank was a T-72 and was
heavily camouflaged with palm leaves. CPT Korn then told SSG  ®©OBG) 1o “go get



an AT-4.7 88G  OOCE)  retrograded south, down the dirt road back toward the main
road. When he was approximately at the end of the dirt road he heard the sound of shots
firing from the convoy.

5. At the same time SSG OEOE)  was retrograding from the dirt road, SPCb)(6)b)3
OO saw a dismount moving in the palm grove to the north of the road where they were
parked. SPCPOOGwas the driver in HQ 30. The person was moving behind and to the
feft (northwest) of the first tank that had been engaged and was currently burning. SPC
OO telieved that this person was an enemy dismount. He radioed to the rest of the TF
~“there are crunchies in the wood line.” He then came out of the hatch and sighted the
dismount with his M-16. He could see the dismount from the chest down to the knees.
The figure was standing. He fired one round from his M-16 and the dismount dropped to
the ground. At that time MAI ®©®O) saw the figure and said to SPCHE)O)Hey, | think
you dropped him.” They both saw the figure continue to move in what seemed to be a

. high-crawl. SPCPO®)Cfired approximately 6-8 more rounds at the dismount. At that
time SSG OOOX3)  also saw a figure moving in the palm grove. The figure was
crawling. He then aimed and fired his M249 at the dismount. After 6-8 rounds, the
M249 jammed.

6.88G OO saw SSGIEO)(firing and began running toward the front of the TF X-
RAY convoy to inform them that CPT Korn was still out in the woods. At the same time,
CPT  b)E)DE) {Commander HQ 33, a Bradley M2) was monitoring the shots fired
by SPCy@®IC. CPTo)e)b)G recognized a second enemy tank behind the first one that had
been destroyed, close to the area SPCYOO)Cwas firing at. HQ 33’s gunner, SGT)(6)(b)(
®XO®E) confirmed it was a tank and said, “it has an external gas tank.” MAJ b)6)(bD)O)
also noticed the tank and directed HQ33 to engage the tank. CPT Hume gave the order to
fire on the tank with the 7.62 COAX in case there were other crewmembers around. The
COAX would not fire so he gave the order to fire with high-explosive (HE) rounds. SGT
OOOE) engaged the tank with 25mm HE rounds. There were several explosions as the
rounds impacted the tank. At the same time SSG  ©®®)®)3)  arrived at the HQ 33
vehicle and knocked on it to get CPT 0)©6)(0)() attention. When MAJ 0©®)3) came out of
the M377 (directly behind HQ33) SSG  )©)®)(3)  told him that CPT Korn was still out
in the woods. MAJ ®O®O)®) immediately ordered a cease-fire, All firing ceased at that
time. A search party was put together to look for CPT Korn., He was found dead near the
second tank. His body was in 2 sections, torso and legs, approximately 10 feet apart.

The wounds were apparently caused by being hit by 25mm rounds. Upon discovery MAJ
OE)O)E) immediately notified LTC ~ ®O®®) | 4-64 Battalion Commander.

Recomendations _
1. That all units within 2 BCT continue to stress unit procedures associated physical
security while traveling in hostile territory to include zones of responsibility and
areas where soldiers may freely maneuver.
2. That all units within 2 BCT continue to emphasize to new soldiers standard
procedures for combat operations to include those items in paragraph 1.
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Although the [0 finds thar TPT Kom's conduet conm huted to s own death, there s nothing
inciuded in this-ivestigation that will cause updue pain or sutfering o CPT Korn's family, nor
am’mi;;xr that will cause any embarrassment i s compand or the US Army. Recommend thig
+ AR 136 nvestigation act be Frowvarded w by faimiiv withoui submission of 8 FOIA request
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
34 Infantry Division {Mechanized)
Baghdad International Airport
frag 99203
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176\{{}1{4%’\ UM T i{ F Commander, V Corps. Baghdad, frag

MEMORANDUNM FOR Commander. US Cenral Command, 7115 Seuth Bovndary Boulevard,
Machill AF Base, Florida 33621-51G1

BIECT  Results of AR 13-8 invesii zation —~ Death of (_?‘ Edward Korn

D 21" vhe EIUI‘{,',

EO0 3 April 2003, TF dood AR came o confact with o
Y

CPT Ko nd SR 0)E)bB)3) dismounted their \{* 7 withour notifying anvon

EE";, ommud. Al C’?’T Karm's request. S3G 0)6)0)G) {ef 1o ger ap AT #o | f?‘t:%r %Ev
CPT Kora cominued w a king and was nns
f&a}if‘?*” He was fx;%i?i:f.i by a 23 mm high explosive {HEY round
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he 7 Foonvey, He found 'nazi 3' va"l faller
vad o the cobunn’s zone of direcr Sra .-‘ =swﬂ.
rdasice with thelr standard procedures ax

uction 60557 and AR 183545 1 forwaed thix malter

investigution imo the incident, .
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
FEADQUARTERS. 2°F nﬁICr‘mE 30 NFANTRY DIVISICN (MECHANIFED)
CRJECTIVE SAINTS, IRAGQ
APOQ AE 058303
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ARZPNR-C _ Jd Apnl 2003

MEMORANDUM FCRLTC  06)®)@E) CHHC, 2 807, 34D (M), ARPO AE 08303

SUBJECT: Appainiment of 15-3 Investigating Officer

"

i

R 42

IOnS o he undersigne i
five {3} days-from the date of this appotment. You will 8iso coordinate with OB T
PIE)E, Bricade Legal Advisor, 1o receive an AR 154 triefing bafore beginning vour
investigation,

You are hersby appeintsd as an zr;'/e*t‘z:canrg officer 1AW AR 13-8 to conduct an

riormal investigation into the facis and ¢ cumsiances surounding the death of 0F7
Edward J. Kom, HHC, 4-84 AR BN on 3 ;—gPFz 03, Initial facts indicate that CPT
Ram's death may have teen 2 fratricide, so your invastigation shouid he in
accordancs with AR 368540,

icitiong

I your investigation, ail siatements from al) unit Lersonnel and any &
3 sritten finai

A,fztn@sses wil Be sworn and inciuded with YOUr renori. You will maks
termming the facts and circumsiances reigting to tha

€
)

f
meident and will alse mal
fvrzrtwn recommendations CONCeIMIngG any matter within the s 3cope of this
invesiigation. ‘

U will subimit vour | findings and recommendai
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15-6 Investigation (CPT'Korn)
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MEMORANDUM FROM Office of the Statf Judge Advocate, DREAR, 3d infantry Division
(Mech), DSA Dogwood, Irag, APO AE 09303

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, 4/’54 AR, 3d Infantry Division {Mech), Baghdad, fraq,
APO AE 09305
SUBJECT: Legal Review Informal AR 15-6 Investigation — Death of Captain Edward Kom
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SECTION & - ANINNES (oo 3-18 AR 154
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SECTION i - AUTHENTICATION Jpare =17 AR 1545 .
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- 10 cheek out the dirt road and come right back. S8

DA 1574, SECTION IV -~ FINDINGS

[. On 03 APR 2003 @ 12357, CPT Edward J. Korn, 258-55-8473, 4% Banalion, 54
Armor Regiment, 3d Infantry Division {Mech), was killed by friendly fire IVO MB
431651, Republic of Iraq. CPT Edward J. Korn was 2 wictim of fratricide because he
fatled to notify the TF that he was maneuvering on oot away from the TF convoy, and
because he did not retrograde to the TF convoy when he discovered an enemy tank. CPT
Korn in effect made himseifa Separate maneuver element moving parallel o 2 swopped
cenvoy without coordinating his movement and subsequently moving into the column’s
zone of direct fire responsibility. Finally, the unit operated IAW their standard
procedures when in contact and, without betng notified by the soidier of his intent for
movement, could not have precluded this incident

2. At approximately 12007, the 4-64 AR TOC column (TE X-RAY) came to a halt VO
MB431651 when If came into contact with enemy forces. The TOC engaged and
destroved a T-35 Tank approximately 50 meters to the north side of the road. The tank
was located in a palm grove. MAJ  ®)OOE)  TF 4.64 X0, saw what appeared 1o be
an enemy encampment. He saw a campfire. a slesping bag and an cocking pot siill
smokinyg. He ordered his TF fo monitor the area for dismounted enemy soidiers. TF 4-54
AR procedures dictate thai no soldiers may leave the convoy area without the permission
Ot SGMONOBIR). SGM(b)(6)(0)(3) is responsibie for convoy force sroection,

T{HQ 20). The only
CPT Kom woid 858G
north side of the road,

3. Approximately 20 minutes later CPT)OO ismounted hic MS7
other soldier in CPT Korn's M577 was S$SG (b)(6)(b)(3)

O)O)D)S)  that he was going w0 check our a butlding along the
SGM O)O)O)3) was not informed. SSG (B)©E)D)EA) gotout of the MS77 and covered CPT
Kom’s movement. Neither informed MAJ (b)(©)(b)(3) oF the SGM of their departure from
the convey. The building was approximately |5 meters north, northwest fromy their

tocation on the road. "’

. A few minutes later CPT Korn returned 1o his M377. He 10id SSG OOOG)  hat he
wanted 1o check out an area next to a water rank oiF 1 dirt road approximately 25 meers .
northwest of their location on the road, SSG MO  toid CPT Kom that he would go
with bim to provide security. SSG (0)©O)®)@)  heard CPT Korn say that he was going
SGIO)O)was located in the M577
directly behind HQ 20. Again, none of the thres soldiers informed MAJ(D)E)(D)A) or the
SGM of their departure from the convoy. CPT Korn was armed with a M9 pistol. He
was wearing his Kevlar, a green flak vest, brown r-shirt and JSLIST trousers. When CPT
MObNand SSG O)O®E)  moved toward the water tank, they realized that they could
not get over a siream located between their position on the dirt road and the water tank.
CPT Korn directed that they continue following the dirt road toward the north. They
moved about 30 meters up the road when CPT Korz said t0 SSG (0)©6)(b)(3) , “Hey,
there’s a tank over there.” This tank was located approximately 30 meters behind the
first tank that had been engaged and destroyed sariier. It was approximately 30 meters
from CPT Ko and 3SG 0)©)®)3)  on the dirt road. The rank was a T-72 and was

heavily camouflaged with palm leaves. CPT Korn then toid SSG (0)6)0)3) 0 “go get




an AT-4.77 838G OOOIC)  rerragraded south, down the dirt road back toward the main
road. When he was approximarely at the end of the dirt road he heard the sound of shots
firing from the convoy.

5. Atthe same time SSG OE)O)E) w5 retrograding from the dirt road, SPO)OO)C
VOO saw a dismount moving in the palm grove to the north of the road where they were
parked. SPCIOO was the driver in HQ 30. The person was moving behind and o the
left (northwest) of the first tank that had been engaged and was currently buming. SPC
VOON befieved that this person was an enemy dismount. He radiced o the rest of the TF

“there are crunchies in the wood line.” He then came out of the hatch and sighted the
dismount with his M-16. He could see the dismount from the chest down io the kness.
The figure was standing. He fired one round from his M-16 and the dismount dropped ©
the ground. At that time MAJ (0)(6)(b)3)saw the figure and said 10 SPC Durst “Hey, [ think
you dropped him.” They both saw the figure continue 0 move in what seamed 0 be a

~ high~crawl. SPO)(E)0) fired approximately 6-8 more rounds at the dismount. At that
time SSG  MO®E)  also saw a figure moving in the palm grove. The figure was
crawling. He then aimed and fired his M249 ai the dismount. Afer 5-3 rounds, the
M249 jarnmed.

T

6.53G  OO®E)  saw SSGIOO)firing and began running toward the front of the TF X-
RAY convoy to inform them that CPT Korn was siill out in the woods. At the same time,
CPT  (0)(E)b)©A) (Commander HQ 33, a Bradley M2) was moniornng the shots fired
by SPCHOM® CPT)O)O): recognized a second enemy fank oehind the first one that had
been destroved, ciose to the area SPO)O)O)C was firing at. H(G 33°s gunner, SGT(6)0)

®O®O)E) coniirmed it was a tank and said, “it has an axternal gas mank.”  MaJ(0)(6)(b)(3)
SPID)O)O)E gave the order to
T

also noticed the 1ank and directed HQ33 o zngage the tank. CPT

fire on the tank with the 7.62 COAX in case there were other crewmembers arcund. The
COAX weuld not fire so he gave the order to fire with high-explosive (HF) rounds. SGT
®O)OPIE) engaged the tank with 25mm HE rounds. There were severs] explosions as the
rounds impacted the tank. Ar the same time S5G (0)(6)(0)@3) arrived at the HQ 33
vehicle and knocked on it to get CPT®)O)(D)®) aztention. When MAJ(B)E))E) came cur of
the M3 77 (directly behind HQ33)SSG OME)OG) told him that CPT Ko was sl ot -
in the woods. MAJO)E)0)G) immediately ordered a cease-fire. Al firing ceased at that
time. A search party was put fogether to look for CPT Korn, He was found dead near the
second tank. His body was in 2 sections, torso and tegs, approximately 10 feet apart.

The wounds were apparenily cansed by being hit by 25mm rounds. Upon discovery MAS
OXOO)C) immediately notified LTC (b)(6)(b)(3) 4-64 Baualion Commander,

Recomendations
1. That all units within 2 BCT continue to stress unit procedures agsociated physical
security while traveling in hostile territory (o inciude zones of responsibility and
areas where soldiers may freely maneuver.
2. That al units within 2 BCT continue 1o emphasize to new soidiers standard
procedures for combat operations to include those items in paragraph 1.




