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it overthe bridge, as wetl as the’fﬁ;mvees-, and had gone in_to 5 (IiefenSive%;sition, trymg to
| maintain- disbursion. ‘We started taking snia-ll arms fires. é.nd I believe indirect fire. The first time
| that I became awe,re of any type of aircraft was the first strafing run that hit ﬁght directly, hke I
s'eid, my track was facing east looking over the road. The strafing run hit directly on the left—
o hanti' side of my track and-céme from West to east. Right before that strafing run I heard in the

.A air, a sound that was like AR AR AR like that. Real ciuick, like that. Soon after that, just -
' kiched up right alongvside. That first run, I_didh’t see anyone hurt at all. Iwas up in the TC
hatch, about right here. I was trying to see where my guys were aligned in the back.- There were
' guys getting in and out of the tracks and no one was sure. They were loading them up to’ get the
medevacs out of there and-we were all loadmg up, but that’s n:utlally where I'was stationed. At
that pomt thls whole time I was trymg 1o get | the guys aligned as well as trying to get the '

' 'medevac forLt (0)©6) At that point, and I don’t know who passed through on the air but

———

someone said fire’ 7 BYWL4a . ~ Now, L  (b)14a _itwas briefed

" to us before the whole campalgn started, that’s the 1° MEF signal for friendly fire. You have

friendly forces out here. At that point,! (b)Laa . About two |

" minutes later, three minutes later I hear the same thing. The sokRkRdok in the air, btlt this time ht

| (0)6) had come around to the lefi-hand side of my track with a bunchvof Marines, either in his

| platoon or my platoon, they were m1xed Also a.couple of casualtles and they were loading them '
onto our track and the track to the Very left of me. If I’m not mlstaken it was SSgt] (b)(6) )
track, which is my platoon commander. He was in 203. At that time, when the next strafing run .
came doWn, the strafing run a’ctually hitthe track. It went ﬁght across the track, still comihg

“from west to east and it started kicking up on the track. I ducked myhead down h'ke that and .it
just kicked right overus. To this day, I still don’t know how I didn’t get hit. At that peint, I

‘looked up, looked to my left I though I saw Ltl (b)6) T thought he might have gotten hit, but he
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. got up. ThenI lookect a little bltcloser down in my track and there WasaMarme loo]dng upat |
~meand he ‘had sustained major injuries to his lower-back and to his legs too. He was trying to

l mouth tome, I can’t walk. SoItook the helmet oﬂ:’ Jumped down, p1cked him up, walked him

up. I went around to the back of my track: wh1ch was, if I'm facmg west, was on the east s1de so

: aWay from the road, At that point it was pretty much the worst thmg I’d ever seen in my life.
COI\ ®® pDo youknow who this Marine was?

' LT‘ N (b.)(6) | 'See thet’s the thing...I don’t know. I’d never seen him before My
background, I’d Just checked into the company-at the end of November from IOC so, even on
- ship and commg over here to Camp Shoop, I was still trymg to learn everyone’s names. I d1d
. pretty Well,'but this Man'ne; looking at him, I didn’t know who.he was. He had_ some blood on
.' his face t00,.so that eouid have hindered 1t But >I_went around m the back of my track there, I
' want to say three to four injuted Maﬁnes, tvt/o of them really -ihjured, and a conple'of other
Mannes just trying to load, just' (b)(6) }mto the track. At this point, we were loadmg the
) Marines in the track. Iloaded that Marine I had helped over. Ipicked another Marine up, I
thought he might have been (b)(é) but I reaﬁze now that he was ptobably (0)6) He was just
(b)(G) 1 plcked him up and put h1m in there. There were other Marines loadmg them into the - |
' tracks. Oncel, once we loaded all the Marmes in, I got baek in the TC hatch and the guy in the
back told me that we were up. I had heard my other two tracks were up. I got from my platoon
eer'geant we were up 1n hts ,track;} and at that time we pushed back into the city. The .only other -
thing of friendly ﬁte I can say after that is back going through the city,' we were strafed again.
ru tell you right now, I don’t know it' it was the A-10 or if it was some other sort of indirect ﬁre

we may have taken but I know that we were strafed from above. So it had to have been indirect
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ﬁre ot some krnd of a1r asset. Aﬁer that our tractor got hit with an RPG round It got taken out.
Afcer that T dldn’t hear anythmg else about the A—lO untll .when my tractor got taken out a |
bunch of us Jumped off that tractor and there was -another one hauling back rrght next to us and
they stoppe'd and we tried to load as many: on that tractor as possible. Once we got- on that tractor -
we went back in,. further south to the c1ty and the traotor we were on at th1s pomt was Just '

| -completely packed w1th casua1t1es and Marines from all platoons of the company. And the |
dnver was stopping and starting cause we were being bracketed by mortars at the time. At that |

pomt we stopped offin the m1ddle of the city. We got out. Myself and I think SSgt ©)6) 'was

" in that track and S gt [ b)6) 'was w1th my sectlon, my AAV sectlon, he was in my track too,
" 'the one that got hit w1th RPG. vWe‘got out, w_e went over to another track to see if it was openso
'we. could put some 'casualtres 'on that so we could get then1 to the rear. We opened it up. There

’ were a couple of trackers in one of the other tracks. There Was also a number or‘ tracks from .
Alpha Company and some tanks nght in thls part of the city where we had congregated We got
in there As soon as we got into that track I heard one of the tracks one of the AV guys ta]kmg

B | on the radio to PALE HORSE_B,_ whlch was Ltl (b)(ﬁl icall s1gn and he was saying trylng to give
o him the call sign for the air.'- This guy didn’t knowvit,.I had a CEOI in my left breast pocket and
so I'told hinr, hey I know it. At that point, I tried to get it across to...I said PALE'HORSE 3, this

' is PALE HORSE 1, I'm trying to get with CEOL
" TAPERUNS OUT.

COL1 __6) _ »OK, state your name again.
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v .]'_,T ©)(©) 4 I 14 [ o (b)(G) ) ) At that pbin’t just hearing frommm liétehing to Lt
' 1T(b)(6)' on i:he rad-jo, he waé trymg to ta]k to anyone 'té‘ shut the air off at". this point. A lot of other -
l peoﬁle were trying to gét thrqugh? bqt his comm., i_t seemed to be the Best, He was the one who
| eizentualiy got through. I don’t know how much el.sse'youv want to hear, in ténhs of my
i'n;/olvement with the friendly air, but thét’s; all T have on that. There’s nothing els'c;, with the - '_ |

ﬁienﬂly air, but I can tell you at least niy part, for the rest of the day.' - o

,COI." - (b)(6) ' ) 've got most of that stuff Tve been ouf here for three or four days. In-

closing, I want to remind you that this is an o_fﬁcial interview and direct that you not discuss your
testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the repdrt hasbeen officially |

reIease_d to the public. Do you- understand?

LT‘ (b)(6) 7 Yés, Sir.
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12 April 2003 20:30L

Interview with First Sergeant‘ (b)(6) J

C_OL‘ (b)(6) Would you please state your name, rank, social security number and your
billet.

psar{ ©o I oo V myrankis.. 'maFirst Sergeant _ ©©  Tm

~ the company Fu‘st Sergeant for Charlie Company, 1 Battahon, an Mannes my social securlty

. number is XXX XX XXXX

, CO‘L“ | (b)(6)__—l My nanie is Colonel\ | (b)(6) vand under the direction of ooard pr.esident
Bngadler General Wilham F. Hodgkins we’re investigating a fnendly fire incident that occurred .

- on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq This investigation, conducted under DOD Instruction
605 5.7 is separate and apart from any other mvestlgauon_ which may have been conducted

| :conc:erning this incident. The purpose of this investigation isto produce a publicly releasable

| report on the facts and circumsrances surrounding this incident and gather and preserve evidence - -

for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse administrative proceedings and for all
other purposes Your sworn testimony to ‘me may be used for any proper purpose and may be
released to the pubhc Addmonally, the cham of command will review the final report Do you

understand what T have just read to you?

1 SGT] (b)(6) iYes, Sir.
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: COL{ | (e  BFinally, do you also understand that you are bemg uuerv1ewed asa witness
in this fnendly ﬁre mvestlgatlon and acknowledge that no promlse of conﬁdentlahty has been

,. extended to you?

o e SGTl )6 ! Yes, Sir, Ido.

_ coL! o6 ®Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to givein

. the matter now under invesﬁgation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

qst 4 : .
1#5GT|_©© J1do. N
COL @) ' OK, First Sergeant would you please walk me through what transpired on

the 23 of March as your company begaxrto cross the northern bridge in An Nasiﬁyah? :

1% SGT 1A_(tﬂ" OK, me, Sir, as First Sergeant for the company, I’n:r located in the last track,
.. which is the end of the cohrmn for the company which is the track designafed for medevac. I
was the last rraclr thst crossed the bridge. Once we vg’ot on the other side of the vBridge, iiorth
| bridge that it...let me back up a little bit. | Right hefore we crossed the bridge, two tracks in front .
o of me that track got hit hy RPG twicé. The Marines mané.ged to go ahead and keep pushmg it
| the track alloth‘e way across the bridge to the north side of the ...and ahout 100 meters- after that
he stopped, they dropped their 'r'amp.a;nd Marines _t_hey start to get out of there .and the Marine
- that was driving the track, his name was Sgtlf&@ He (D) ©)right then and there. He got out of
the track, 4 o (b)6) | ) Right off the bat, we start

gettmg h1t by mortar rounds, which, I’m sorry 81 millimeter mortar rounds and the reason I
UNCLASSIFIED
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kno'w.'that. is my bgékground_isve:nlortat man and my first 12 and a half years in the Marine
| : Corps, Iwas amortar man. So we start reeeiving mortar rounds 60s 81s and also seems to'be
f artillery rounds, a.nd two days later, I 'ﬁnd out that actuelly‘ there were artillery reunds Ianding in
our pos Also from the east 81de and west side, past the bridge we’re rece1v1ng small arms fire
and also RPGs. Once we cross the bridge, give or take 1t was about 1230 and probably lasted
, about three hours g1ve or take, maybe three and a half hours.

. COL ®© 1230 local?

1* SGT ’ * (bm Yes, Sir. 12:30 local. What I remenlber is the Merines got out of the tracks:

and start getting hit with small arms and mortar rounds and the first thing I heard was Corpsman

| ‘and F1rst Sergeant and Ijust started runmng evetywhere. Went to the east side of the bridge,

which I, we had a'Marine that was injured. Basically Wound shots to the legs and one to the
shoulder and then right away I grab him and put him in the medevac trac and I hear my name

| ca]led again, and T had to run across the street to the west side of the bridge where I got this other

B Marine,'which wavatl,(_b)@ and Cpl ()©), I grabbed those two Marines and toek them across the

street again to the east side of the bridge and put them in the medevac track I then got 'ins.ide_the ‘

track, called bach to the battalion and talked to ’i‘IMBERWOLF. | |

COL  ®® b And TIMBERWOLFis?

TR S
1 SGT ‘ (b)(G) ) TIMBERWOLF is the battalion commander, but When I made that call, it was
Capt| (b)(6) wh1ch 1s the S3Alpha right now. I asked for a medevac request and I told him that

it was urgent and I needed ahelo. I also let him k:now about the LZ was hot so to be aware of
: UNCLASSIFIED
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that. He asked me for the gnd edordinates, which at that time, I didn’t'haye with me and I'told

~him I'would call him right back. I got off the track to look to my map and right away,,we got hit,

-

. my medevac track got hit with an RPG. I don’t know if y'ou had a chanee to look at that or not,
but the track been repaired, but it has a hole where it got hit, and Lalso got h1t ‘by about tvtro or
three 60 mortar rounds. The track was disabled. A lot of Marines Were well one of the
heutenants .a lot of Marines were saymg F1rst Sergeant get these Marines out of here and get
~ them back across the bndge gomg south. I think at that time I know it was, it seemed kind of far, '

| . everyone was kind of nervous, I think I was a little nervous but I know I showed I was in control,
so deep inside my nnnd I'say P'm not doing that, that’s suicidal eanse you know what happened

" when ‘we came through that and everyone shootlng at the tracks so I said we’re not domg that
What I d1d, was I got the Ma.rmes out of there cause we’re receiving fire and you can see-and you

- canhear when they fire the RPGs. The sound, the whistle and sound and you see them connng.

I’'m glad for I guess they can’t shoot anyways but a lot of the RPGs . they weren’t detonating.

They were just landing, and they were going by us. I saw one conn'ng right straight to our track.

It hit the back bounced off and landed about 40 yards away and never exploded So I declded to

- get the Mannes out out of the track with one of 1 my sergeants who’s a trammg NCO, so he’s

located in the same track with me, so he’s like my nght hand man for the medevacs. His name is

Sgt{( L(“’ So me and Sgt! o @ook the five casualtles out of there and took them across the street '

to the west side of the bndge Actually was to the east side of the bndge and set them down At |

that time I grabbed SSgt (b)(6) 'SSgd b)®) is the platoon sergeant for the mortar section. I

“grab hlm. Actually he was section leader at that time, he’s platoon sergeant now. But I grabbed
~ him so hecould help me with the casualties cause everyone was calling my name; because there -

were more casualties everywhere. Also when I got those Marines out of their tracks and
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_brmgmg them across the street that’s when Lt (0)6) got hit one more t1me and also Sgt! (6)(6) ,got

, h1t one more time. Second time they got hit.
COL!  ®® |, Whatdid they get hit with? -

et SGT@ They got hit with RPGs, Sir. Put him right there on the west side of the
bridge, nght by the ditch there. I put them all there with a corosman and SSgt’ O)E) l’ldol(ed
to may right and started W_alking to my right,where the, it was about 50 to 70 yards away going
north on the west side of the bndge One of the mortar pos, SSgt; (b)(6) .Cpl 1 (b)(6) Fmd LCpl
Lﬁ And when I got: there they were Just pumplng rounds out. Itook a knee and this is o
exactly the words that came out of the SS gt s mouth, hey First Sergeant we’re in a shit sandwich. -
1 said, yes _SSgt we are. And at thet time I only spoke to him only about 30 seconds. Iwas
kneeling down beside him and at that time SS gtL_(E)ﬂ lvho I left with the five casualties ca]led
me, First Sergeant FlISt Sergeant you need to get back over here, I don’t think Sgtl (b)(6) 'IS
‘ going to make it. Sol got up and start walking back towards the bndge thch was about 50t0
75 yards away. I walk probably half way there, about 40 yards already, I hear the A-10. The
 reason I know it’s an A-10 is because I know the sound that he makes once he ﬁres the gun and

* also I can seeit.
COL (b)(6) You say you can see it. Where do you see it? Where was it moving from?

1% SGT (o)(e) ' It was mov:ing from southwest past the bridge to northeast. So I have already -

walked about 40 yards towards Sgt, (©)©) hth the five casualties, with SS gt (6)6)

had called me. They were thinking he wasn’t going to make it so, I start wa]kmg down there
UNCLASSIFIED
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| Tnat’s' wnen Ihear 'the_A-IO'andi:héard the sound of the guns and T Iookup The first time T
didn’t see it, that’ s when SS gtﬁ | (5)(6) thad got hit. Tha;c’s when I knew it was the plana cause you'
l can hear it ﬂying low, I don’t know how low. I neard when the guns ﬁied’._ AllT did_was pnt my

head down with my head and hands facing away» from SS gt]j)@ iYou can hear the'rounds hit |
- the ground, expld‘di’ng and give or take maybre 30 seconds after that. i’m not sure 30'seconds'. toa
'rninnte, probably 30 seconds. Th‘e second run Which Ibelieve probably his wingman. I'm not
snre if they work in pairs of not. ’m not too familiar how they work, but maybe it was his
wingman. At fhat tiine the second one, the second run went and the ronnds exploded" | Then I
‘looked to my nght agam and I was just talking to him, and Tlooked over there and saw they were '

laymg down on the ground
COLY () }-How many? Who was laying down?

. l'sfSGT ‘7 (b)6) | There was three of th»em,v but I think five of fhe_m got 'hit, The th_ree.Marines |
for sure, that I just talked to them a minute or so'before, SSgt! (©)(6) ,Cply  (0)®) and LCpl
~{ ®©  Ilook over there and I see 'thenj laﬁg down so IwaJk there and one of tﬁe things that
smazed mowas that NCON. SSgt{ ®)© Ilookathimand  ©)©)

(b)) Ilook at Cpl§ (b)(©)

U . S . . PSS
/

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

TT——

(b)(6) » And I know exactly who they were because I was Just talking

to them. I thmk I know every Marine in my company I've been in the battahon 3 years 3

months Now..
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cord e Wou say.there were two other Marines? 4

1 S_GT (b)(©®) 'Yes, Sir. What Idid, T 6)©)

K | (b)(6) bnd I sa1d somebody give me a poncho My sergeant, was
with me, Sgt he brought me three ponchos and I put them on n top of the‘ ®®) Ttun

around and about 15 yards away there was another Marine, hlS name was Cpll (b)(6) I Cpl

3 " (b)(6) ‘was also' (6)(©) bt the side of the road. I’ve never...a few minutes before that when I
- was talking to him I never saw Cpl] W He’s also in that platoon buthe’s a machme
gunner. He’s not a mortar man so, I don t know Where he was coming rom because it was

| chaos. People runnmg everywhere. We had tracks just pulling to the side of the road, Man.nes.
just-got out and started running, So! | (b)(.6) was theother one Aright beside the road. Iputa |
poncho on him too. I’m not éxactly sure if he got hit by the plane or not. What iknoyv for sure, |

" and there’sno doubt in my mind at a11~ that those other three 'Marines were Sir, [ know they got

~ hit by the plane. Cause those were the only rounds that hit at that time. Everythmg happened 0

fast, and I _]ust happened to be nght there. When I looked, it was nght there, it ‘was them The

other Marine _was,the fifth Marine, he was Lt, (b)e) , Lt (®)®) Iwas, say thisi is the bridge:
right here going this way, and this is the center of the road...this is east and this is west. Lt'
- 1 (T)(r ywas {(0)(6)centered in the road. _A lot of people.. ..cause I found the body and I tell how
_, ‘, I ﬁnd the.body neople saying yeah he got hit by an A-10. ButI can’t rea]ly say because I'm v_not

an exn_ert in ammunitions. The only thing I can say is how I find his body. (b)(6)

(b)(6)
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(b)(6)

L | |
. L (b)(6)‘ » The other thing that I can say about Where bi found his body is a lot of black round
spots hke powder like somethm@burned there but there was no damage to the ﬂoor to the '

~concrete. Justa b1g black spot hke powder And that’s the only thing I can say. Once again I

can honestly say, I don’t know if he got hit by the A—10 or not, but those (b))
e (b)(6) about 15 yards about 10 more yards to the center of the road was Lt
' O0 |

_ COL (b)(6) Go back for one second. You mentioned that there were originally five

Marines ot_/er by the tree that were killed.

1t SGTI ®)©) INo, I was talking about five casualties.
COL - 0O 'So there were only three mortar men over there.

1St SGT L_(?)(G) Yes, Si’r.‘ It was just three mortar men over there, which was SSgt. ()6 Cpl .
B “ (b)6) yand LCpl (b))  That was the onl)vfd'three. The other damage that happened right -
there was the mortar itself. I don’t know if you g_ot a chance to see it yet, but we gotitina
box.-. if yot1 want to look at it later on. It’.s‘ﬁ'om the rounds that got hit, all kind of da.mage to -

- the... | |
:

COLx (b)(6)

b You were still taking small arms,vmortar, artillery, and RPG fire?
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oo SGT&@ ' Y es, Sir. Yes,I was,'hut not nght there and then. nght there the only atteek'
. we were taki‘hg is the A-10, Sir; But as we...were waJldhg from left to right at the side of the
A lfoad; we kept receiving mortar reun_ds and artillery and all that, What else I .was going to say?
) The other thingtha_t, I don’t know...with the three 'b\c')dies that -got‘ hit.. there Were a bunch of
| rounds that I believe,,.once agein I don’t know if they were shot by the A-10 hut when we shot;v.
' them to the other Mannes the CO, and the company Gunney and all that, they assure me that it
was from a...it was the type of rounds that an A-10 ﬁres Istill got a few that I kept with me in

. case you want one.
CO'Lt (b)6)  |Ihaveone. Letme grab it.
1 SGT| ®© " That’s the one. Yes.

COD' (b)(6) ]I’ve got round that somebody’s given me. Is this the type of round that you

found at the scene?
1 SG‘II (b)(6) ] Yes, Sir. There were lots all over where the bodies were 1aying down there.
COL (b)(6) ' This is the same type of round?

1% SGTI (b):(6) ,l‘be same type of round. ‘Yes, Sir. ,What else', Sir? Later on, well it seems
liked everything happene'db in'mjhutes, but now I realize .abc')ut 3 -3 1/2 hours. To be honest with - -
you, I thought everything last about 15 minutes, but that’s not the case. Later on we had more

casualtles Cpl (b)(6> iand Cpl T ©)©) ywhich I brought in with the casualties, but somehow they
UNCLASSIFIED _
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'. end up...they got put'up.rn a track, I beheve by Lt (©)©) which is his platoon cornmander, ‘and-
| _ those two Marines b'elonged to him, I rernember Asaying; he was one of Our Marines rNho céme
., up tome and sa1d F1rst Sergeant we need to put this Marine in a track and send him down south
cross the brrdge and I sa1d I’m not domg that, Srr I already called for a medevac It s connng .
. Somebody s coming to get us. They TS not going nowhere So that was sard and then later onl
- find out that he had grabbed his two Marines and put them in a track and went back They made
it Threeo_f the tr_acks happened to go back. I don’t know Who took the 1n1t1at1ve to send those
. troops back, right norv nobody knows how they got back. Maybe it was-on the crewchiefor
whateyer, initiative to go baek and those tracks crossed the bridge heading down south and that’s
~ when thgy got hit. A lot of Marines ended up g_etting ki]led because two ';_of those trachs belonged o
" to the mortar men and was there a lot of mortar rounds, HE rounds, HP rounds and Once the stuff |

caught on fire-they were getting burned inside the tracks.
COL'_ (b)(6) How many total? Eight, ten runs occurred, total?

Cot S_G'I‘1 | (b)6) To my knowledge, Sir, that I remember, four. Four runs plus with the

wingman, eight times. That’s what I can recall.

COI. ___ﬁb_)@____. Do you know of any other injuries or deaths, other than those you just

spoke of, from the A-1-Os? .

S ’S_G'I]v (6 | No. That’s probably the only ones that were caused by the A-10. And like I
 said, I mentioned the dead Marines before, ,bu.t for sure of those I can say three of th_em were

. caused by one of the runs. _
UNCLASSIFIED
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COL ®)©  MDid you see any} (b)(1)L4a " Anything that

7

was’ ()(®)14a In the zone to try to cease the fire from the A—lOs?

* SGTUb)(e) ' Yes, Sir. At one time, my gunney sergeant, 1st Sgt|  ®)® he  (©)1)14a
: ‘ kb)(1)1.4a !;vhich‘is supposed to mean friendlies, or cease fire. Also

the police sergeant  (b)(1)1.4a There were two other ones that seen’ (n)(1)1.4a ’)u't Idon’t

—— —

~ know who did that."
_COH | (b)(6) ' } What were the winds like? Do you recall what the winds were like?
1*SGT ()6 | Notreally, Sir:
COL (b)(6) ‘ (b)(L)1.4a

C1tsgrl 06 - They went up, not straight up, but kind of angled up towards the. ..I know for
a fact the one that my company gunney ﬁied, fired towards the plane, when the plane was
coming. . |
coL{ ®©® } Andhow high will those | (b)(1)L.4a '

.  1St SGT‘ )6 ' They go pretty high, Sir. Give or take, (b)(1)1.4a
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i

coL! (b)(6) ! i  O)L4a " Basily discérnable by you on the
~ground?,

’

o 18t SGT (b)(6) | I say, spread for about 30 or 50 yards maybe. Probably about that much. I ‘

o don’trk'now what else...

COI{ (®® ! Inclosing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct
that you not discuss yo_uf testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the

- report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand? |

1 SGTI ©)6) | Yes, Slr Iunderstand.
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- Interview with GYSGT (b)(6) ]

4

Goysef oo My name is| (0)(6)

.. JUNCLASSIFIED S

12 April 2003

———————————

COL (b)(6) Pl'easevstate your name, rank, social security number and your organization.

I’»n'n a Gunnery Sergeanf in Charlie

Cdmp_any 1/2. I’'m the Company Gunnery Sergeant for Charlie Company. My social secuﬁty

number is XXX-XX-XXXX.

CQL' (b)(6) P My name is Colonel« (v)©6) ‘and under the direction of board president,

* Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we’re inVestigatihg a friendly fire incident that occurred

on 23 March 03 near An 'Nasiriyah, Iraq. This investigation, conducted under DOD Instruction -

6055.7 is separate from any other investigation which may have been conducted concerning this

" incident. The purpose of this investigation is to produce a publicly releasablé fepoft on the facts

and circumstances surrounding this incident and gather and preserve evidence for use in claims, -

litigation, disciplinary actions, adﬂﬂstfativé proceedings and for all other purposes. Your

. testimony to me may be used for any proper purpose and may be released to the public.

Additionally, the chain of comnia_hd will review the report. Do you understand what I have just

“read to you?

GYSGT| ®® ) Yes,Sir. Ido.
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COL' '(b)(G) meally, do you understand that you re bemg mtemewed as awitness in _
thlS ﬁ'lendly fire incident and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdenhahty has been extended

to you?
GYSGT|  ®® ! Yes,Sir. Ido.

COL (b)(6) ‘Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

-the matter under investigation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

. GYSGT (b)(6) } 1 do.

COL (b)(6) B OK, Gunney. We’ll pick it up when Charlie Company crossed over the
north bridge. If you would relate to vn.:le, in your own words, what transbi_red once you began

‘crossing the north bridge.

- G_YSGT‘ (b)(&,yy OK. Coming up to the north bridge, we were réceiving small arms fire
the eﬁti_re way‘thro‘ugh the town.v Once w}e’d crossed-‘over the bridge, Iwasina Humsfee |
folIOwing my comi)any. There were 12 Amﬁ'acks in front of me. Thad 3 Humvees. My

. Humvee was behmd the rear Amtrack. I hadaLAD attachment stinger guys right behmd me. I
| - had my second company vehicle with my pohce sergeant They were taking up the rear. Aswe
roll across the bridge, things are startmg to get pretty ugly down there. There’s mortars going

- off, arty goingoff, and there’s RPGs ﬂymg a]l over the place There’s st111 a heavy amount of -

small arms and machine gun fire. Onoe we cross over the bndge, as soon as I can get, I guess,
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200-300 meters from the br'idge,‘ our Amtfracks start to peei off, into a herdngb'ohe. Someof

. them head off on the right side of the road, on the east side and some pull off on the west side of -

theroad. -
COIN_ m© b Do you know how many were on either side? A
GYSGT (b)(6) \I couldn’t tell you It happened so qmck Iwas assummg it was pretty

.- : much close to half and half I couldn’t tell you an actual number As the last track peeled off, it

peeled off to the right and I looked at the banks. The road was on both sides pretty steep and I

| de01ded 1t was too steep to try to pull the Humvees off the road, so I told my driver. We stopped
_ _A our Humvees on the road. Allthree Humvees stopped and we Jumped out of the Vehlcles and we

slid deWn the berm.

_ - coL (b)(6) ' And which side were you on?

- GYSG’I{ 0)6) 'We were on the east side of the road.
- ‘CO.L} ®)©  } And you were still taking fire at this time?

GYSGT (B)®) We’re still taking fire, still taking fire. We’re on the east side of the

road. There was a track up hefe on the road...I think it was a mortars track...I’m not sure which
track it was. Later I found out it was a mortars track, cause it had a lot of HE mortars in it that

would continue to go off while it was butning.
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___;————‘

~COL"  ®)®  yNow where was that track again?
- GYSGT (b)(6) ) It was up on the road.

COL  ®©  Hadn’t made the turn left or right?
GYSGT (b)(6) ' Hadn’t made the turn. I don’t know if it got off the road and came
back th_en got hit.. .jﬁst eventually it was on the road burning.. .or beside the road. Ican’t tell

~youif it was on the road or beside the rogd. Mortar rounds jﬁst kept blowing up inside it. We

were up along the bank here.  Another track here that had been hit...I don’t know what it was hit

with but it started to burn.

CoL (b)) That was on your side?

*
A

e GYSGT“A 0)©E) ’hat was on my side. N
'COL{ ®)®  Eastern side.
.GYSGT (b):(6) ' 'On the eastern side. Ihad, myself and all of my police sergeant and at 4

least one of the marinés from LAD and a-few cats and dogs that had got out of tracks and ended

up down there with me.
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COL &6  JAboutwhat time was this? Do you have ariy idea?
‘GYSGT|  ®® ' Ireally couldn’t tell you.

coIy (b)(6§ yOK. You were taking fire continually all the way through; so I know you

probabl}; lost track of time as that was happening.

GYSGT (b)(6) We were up against a berm and we were trying to get up above the

berm so we could-establish some fires on some positions. Because ﬁfém where we were ét we
couldn"t see any muzzle flashes at all. Mortars were Walkmg down to us, arty was blowingup
evelliwhere,_RPGs were flying over the tops of our heads. We peeked up o_ver-the roéd, and tﬁe
 road was just lit.tered.. with sﬁﬂl arms just bouncing off df the road, but we still couldri’t see a

- muzzle flash an'ywhere.‘ It was coming from all over. Fire was hitting on the back;side of'the |

“berms. .

‘ COL (b)©) " From behind you?

~————

: -GYSGTf (b)(6) | From behind us. The only place we could see was ébuilding that was
, sﬁIl a little bit south to us so we céncéhtrated fires on that bmldmg | We don’t knpw if that’s
.vvhere it was 'édming ﬁ:oni. . Later oﬁ we found out there was iaositioﬁs on up h&e, north of us. It
was 6ﬁ up north buf we really cbuldﬁ’t see those positions from where we wére atand a ldt of
 our observation of what was going .on,> was more toward the ndrth-was obscured by this bummg .

 track down here. I don’t know how long we had been there before I seen an aircraft comein. I -
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cdﬁldrifi tell you how blong it was :_But the aircraft came from eastv t‘6 West and it was rolling
p‘reti:y much perpendicuiar to the road, a little bit to the south. We could hear it let it’s ordiﬁanc_e_ o
' go, it’s chain g.un'is What I calllit. It went oﬁ', and the first thing vs}e thought was, well there goes
ﬁ | the Béd guys. But that’s not Wha-t happ'ened.v It rained .dc‘m;n_ ontop of us. I thmk they hit this -
| f_rack, and mlght have hit this ﬁ'ack'up heré,AI’m 1V10t. sure; >We were dOWIi here close when we got
| out of the hummer-s and the tréck was burning. | SoI mqved all the Marines as far down as we
~could go; to the south from the vehicles, thmkmg that i1 rﬁoved them away from the véhiclesv
. then of course the plane wouldn’t h1t us After the plane comes by I Adoxki_’t know how long it Was
before it returns. I don’t know if it was two, if it was one, whatever thé case might be. | But it
wasn’t too long aﬂér that when the plane returned: And the next time hé came back he was-
down here towards the south, where we were at. So we had to turn and run back: toward the

~ burning vehicles to dodge him. I guess he made about.four or five runs when I got my hands on"

a1 (b)(1)1.4a Fwe briefed‘all'ﬂ:_.le Marines CENTCOM signals (b)(1)1.4a

| I (b)(1)1.4a 1 g'iIéss about on his
fifth run, I was up by the f/ehicles and he’s coming in. .

SENSS——

coL{ @) »Were these all gun runs do you know?

GYS.GTF' (b.)(6) | These were...I wasn’t sure exéctly what kind of brdiﬂanpe he was
firing till talking to people later. Based on the sound and the way that it would hit, it was a
rockeye, explodes above the ground. What he would do is he W6Md come in, and I guess, ﬂares '

would come out the side of it, and 1 think that’s his anti-aircraft system, defense mechanism.

UNCLASSIFIED
J-220


standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED

standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


) UNCLASSIFED . -

- coLt (b)(6) »At about what altitude do you think he was at?

GYSGT___®®___ Gosh...
- coL 56 } 1 know, that’s hard. How well could ybu see him?

‘GYSGT‘ (5)6) 1 could see him pretty good. (b)(1)1.4a

- (BD)14a l don’t know, hard to say...

C_OIJl (b)(6) ) Three or four thousand or s0?

T——

GYSGT ‘ (b)(6) 'Or so...I can’t be sure.
. Yy '

- coL o Understand, understand.

B GYSGT‘ ‘ (b)@) ’But he made several runs by th1s time.r 7 ‘.(b)1.4a |
and we’re sitting there watchjﬁg him and We’re'by the bumihg vehi'cleé and we?fe just ‘Watching
to see if he’s going to peel off of that and not hit us again. And we’re waiting, and we’re
yvaiting, and we know hé’s getting ready to drop his load, so‘we take off again down back toward.
the bridgé and he hits again. I don’t know what came first, Whethef it wés the chain gun or |
roékeye, but we hear a loud sound that would hit and go “whumf” and it’d just throw dirt and
everything else up in the air. We’d heaf machine gun r’oﬁnd‘s hitting t#e deck and we’d hear the.

chain gun itself. And then he’d go on over.. I kept running back up to the vehicle, cause it was
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still on the _rdad and itwas still takmg rounds, and I grabbed my radiQ out Bf there. Igetonthe =

_ radio and I'm screaming, “Cease the air strikes, cease the air strikes.” -

- COL! (b)(6) » Do you know what channel, what frequency you were using? -

k4

GYSGT (b)(6) Iwas on BattalionTAC 1, and P'm calﬁng for everyone on there. Ican -

hear people talking on there but nobédy answer’_é me,:nobddy answers me. I’'m Ascreaming on
- there, “Céase the air strikes, cease the a1r éhikes.”. I guess screamed on thére for about a minute,
a minute and a half and then I heard one voice come over, which was Lieutenant ")) } he’s the
' 'track, commander. He -hez;.rd me oﬁ tﬁe radivo. I guess he was on the west side of the road. His
track was stﬁl going and he was still alive. At this time, I had no idea who was dead, who v_vas'

. alive, or what was 'g'oing on. He tells me he also made tﬁat call,.cease air strike.

COL!  ®)©® Did he get any response?

' GYSGT‘ (b)) He couldn’t tell me then, cause I ﬁad to throw fhe radio down because -
‘the A-10 was back again. A I'had to leave the radio and we had to run back here and duck again to

avoid that. -

- COLy M) '.An‘d what happened to Lt (5)(6)

T—

‘GYSGT! (b)(6) ‘ (b)6) s still here. I’m not sure if his track got hit by the A-10. But

| after the A-10 went by, I ran back and got on the radio agaih. I call for him and I ﬁnélly get him
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o on the mic and he saYS it’s been ﬂoeas'ed, the air strrke has beenjoeased. Dunng all of this -the

7, ’ .mortars, the artillery and the small arms and the maohine_' guns and everything is still onus. I

| don’t know. I guess seven, eight, nine runs he probably made' over the top of us. Myself and all_
of my police sergeants and I think our photographer, he ended,up getting there wﬂh nde
somehow, we were all pretty much trapped and about 100 yards to run back and forth. Crossmg '

| the road was pretty much out of the questlon We’d have got chopped down as soon as we went

up the road. . ﬁndmg out where his nose was, and running away from it,

trymg to av01d the mortars and the small arms and everythmg gomg on. Inbetween there,
somewhere in between there...I don’t know which run he had made I looked down past this last
track and I guess about 75 yards I could see one of my mortar tubes setup. 1 drdn’t even know .
the'mortars were set up-and that they were even shooﬁng. But I could see one mortar set up,_and
as I looked down on it, I justv glanced at it and then there was a big explosion. The mortar |

‘ ‘positic%n and the btﬁ) »I don’t know b(6) Ijust know |

Fi .
it was a big explosion.

-

COL (b)(6) ' Were there people around the mortar when it got hit?
. GYSGT" (b)(6) —’ There were people around the mortar when it got hit. Shortly after that
 there was smoke and everything, it was when Lt' (v)(6) came walking out of _the dust. He was just

in a daze and he’s walking. ..

CcoL! (b)(6) Whois It (b)e) V
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GYSGT (b)(e) "-tﬂ ©16) i the weapons platoon commander. o

1

COL (b)(6) iAnd Where was he lecated? -

- -GYSGT (b)) ' He was with ’the_FiST track. And at this time I think he was:trying to .-

—

 work fires with his mortars.
COL  ®®  Sohewasonthe east side?

VGYSG'I“ (b)(6) So he probably would have been, welI I don’t know. He ended up on
. the east side with me. Idon’t know-where he was at during the ordea] but he ended up on the
east 51de He Walks past the track and he s Wa]kmg Ivsee him walkmg, The right side of his

| ‘ (b)(6) ,he s just black from smoke and stuff. He’s jnst ina daze, I
gi'ab h1m and throw hil_non the berm and then we try to geta bandage out. So one of the

' Marmes opens Up a first aid kit and thronrs xneiavba‘ndage. By the tlmeI get it eut to patch up his
(b)(6) lnd try to stop some of the bleeding the A-10 comes in-right on top of us again Gotta grab
him and run to.avoid that. Somewhere throughout this we ended up gettmg him on one of the

- medevac tracks to get hnn out of there

COL (b)(6) bWhere was the medevac track? |

| S ————————————e

) GYSG.’I1‘ (b)(6) I mean, there was a couple running. I think the first sergeant was on .

the other side trying to get people in medevac tracks and get them to move and stuff, and then
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one ended up on my side at one pbint._ In between there there was two u‘acks I saw up on the- N

' ,>road. Tlfy slowed down as they were going past us, they were medevacs.

COLY (e  }Goingsouth?

- GYSGT r | (b)(6) ' Goiligsouth. Trying to get the Marines back fothg battalion so we

- :_colﬂd ggvt ’them. out of thérg. I just looked up over and" saw a track got h1t somewhere near the

| ‘bridge, and this was nght after the A-10 went over. 1 heard a Maﬁne screaming at me, gunney, '

' §ve gotta get on a track...we gotta_ _getbuf of herg. I seen that track got hit, and I said no we ain’t
géfting ona track; We’re just going to have to-ﬁnaneuver, but WQ’I‘C ﬁdf going to getona track. I

guess we were thgre 3 1%-4 ho_prs or SO, before the first tank rolled across.

COL{ (b)(6) How many wounded did you have with you there? And how ﬁlany déad;

"do you know?

B GYSGT “ | (b)(6) At this time, I'was not sure b>ecaus'é all the dead were on the other side
: of fhe burnmg track. First Sergeant was tfying to gather those up and he wasA placing thelh ina
line right beside the road, so 'vs}e could gather them uﬁ. I had no idea how many people Wéxe
dead, how many people were wounded. This was ]jkevou:r own little world, i)iece of area that we
had. The otper-sidé of the ﬁack, we didn’t have a clue What was going on. The only thmg I
knew .tliat went oﬁ on the other side of thé track wé,s that one mortar pbsitionI was set up and I
_seen it go away. Shortly laﬁe'r’I-sa'w Lt‘ (b)(6) sé I’'m assumiﬁg that’s where he got hit. I’ﬁ

~ assuming that’s where some of my mortar men got hit as well, including the weapons platoon
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| sergeant, SSgt (b)@ . He was killed right there too. But all in all we shot my police se,rgeanté'

© gota203. | (b)L4a
A L (b)lda | .

. CoL! (b)(6) , »And they were'stiil. making runs?
GYSGT L ®)©®  They were sﬁH makjng runs‘. ..still making runs. We justb couldn’t get |
them fo‘ shut it off. When the first tank rolledl across, the ﬁrmg was starting to die down now, the -
" tank comes across. I don’t _éven kndw if _fle shot Whén he came across the bridge or not. He niéy
. have. Ireally couldn’t tell you. When he shows up on the i-oad, I’'m right down at the berm and
| I can see him when he puﬂs: up. He’s got three of my casualties on the back'”of the tank right
there and I think a c‘orpsinan Wés working and ﬁe hollers #t me ke has three other baéualﬁes.

B
I

COL{  ®®  Wasthe A-10 still making runs at this point?

- GYSGT (b)(6) Negative. Negative. After Lt (b)(©) , the 'traqk comxﬁaﬁder had got
back up with him on the radio he said the A-10, the air striha héd been ceased. I didn’t see them
10 more aﬂe;' that.. So once that tank came By, he kept rélling on down and theﬁ the nextA
compé.nywith tracks, I think it was Bravo Company, but I’nﬁ_not sure. Ijust remember s'eeihg
”thé company gunney in his vehicle come By last.. There’s no ﬁres going on at this time. It was
» ' pretfy much-quiet; We started trying to gather people up. Get head counts and stuff. That’s

‘when I walked down here with the First Sergeant and we started counting the bodies and loading
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them up in the back of the hummer. The platoon sergeants and platooﬁ commanders are trying to

_ pull all their Marines in and figure out who they’re missing.

COL O » How long between the first time you crossed the northern bridge and when

it became quiet and all the fire stopped? Do youknow about how long that was?

GYSGT (0)X®  Somewhere betwe'én three and four hours. Which,. Imean, I didn’t- |
. ‘k]_.mw that at the time. Becajlse it ali \-rverit SO _quick.f I didn’;c know We had been there that iong. I
” _- wés figuring it was tw_ént_y'minutes. I think we started crossing the bﬁdge 10:30, 10:40,
| éomewilere along in thgre. It Was 15-16:00, soniewhe:e towards the evening when everyﬁédy
.got across there. Inever looked down at my Watch; I wasn’t thinking about 1t .

' .

COL'  ®  No,no...understand, I understand. How many KIA did you see?

’}GYSGT“ (b)(eif From that point wheﬁ we went down.there to check on our dead, I
- think me and the Firs't\Sergea_'nt, thé CO and a couple of other Marines loaded, I think it was five
N th;t we loaded to thé back of my humrner. Cleéred the back of my hummer, had some gear n it
and put it in the other hupﬁmer. Puf ﬁvé in the back of 'Here, and drove them on down. The
company was moving us, or the battalion was moving us north a little bit. We were:
cdnsolidating. So we put them in the back of the hﬁmme_r- and we drove oﬁ down. Battalion Aid

Station héd set up a casualty point there and they were tending to the wounded.

COL, (0)©6) PWant to take a break?
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'GY‘SGT'f (b)(6) I No. Shorﬂy after I get up thefé w1th my veh‘iclef,. Lt ") who .is.).(O

, m one of fhe--other coﬁpaﬂes, tells me that mede§ac Birds are coming, and that we’re going to

put our KIAS in one of the birds. The birds land and we start putting the wounded in one bird

* and Idrive the hummer armAn}ld'to the other bird vlvhere we’re not pﬁtﬁﬁg any of the wounded in

~ and get some Mérines over there and we start unlo.a‘ding tﬁe dead and putting them into the }helo! '
At thé casualty collection i)oint lthey had one -tﬁat was KIA right there, not including the five that
| wére Vin my hu:ﬁmer. There was éne that Was laid_ there, they hadn’t covered up. We went
ahead and grabbed him and ca;ried h1m up to the bird. At about that time, when we were getting
h1m up to the bird there was another berm back over here. We found another one of our

' Marinés. Béck. to the east, there’s another berm that we didn’t sée. ‘I guess a Marine went over
there tb make a head call and seen LCpl{_(®)©) |over there. So, sihc_ie a Marine’s over thefe we

grabbed him and put him on 6ne of the bu‘ds So, that day I saw seven of them.
COL (b)(6) ﬁn closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and not to

- discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the report has been

officially released to the public. Do you understand?
GYSGT|  ®® Yes, 1do.

coL{ ®© |Thank you.

.
b
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12 April2003 7 |
Interview- with Gunney Sergeant (b)©) !

coL\ ;_ (b)(6) Please state your full name, rank, social security ﬁumber_and billet, please.

GYSGTI (b)(6) }:‘ (b)(6) 'XXX—)Q(—XXXX. Plétoon-Sergéant, Alpha Company,

" . First Platoon.

COL‘ B (5)(6) } OK, my name is Colonef &{ﬁ)w_!hd under the direction of board -
président, Brigadier Gengral William F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a ﬁ;ieﬁdly ﬁré incident
that 0ccufred’oﬁ 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iréq. This investigation, conducfed under _
:]'DOD Iﬁstructioﬁ 665 5.71s séparate and apart from any other investigétio’n which may ha\.‘le 'Bégnv
. conducted concerning this incident. The purpo‘se of this investigation is to prbdﬁce a publiély
releasable; réport on the fa’ctsahd circﬁmsténces surrounding this incidenf aﬁd gather and
preserve evidence for ﬁs_e in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse adxhiﬁistmtive ,
proceedmgs and fof ;111 other‘ puipo#és. Yoﬁr sworn testimony to me may be use(i for any proper
a purpose and may be rel_eased: to the public. Additionally, fhe chain of command will réviewﬁ the

final report. Do you understand what I have read to you?
- GYSGT_ ®© [ Yes,Sir.

COL (b)(6) ' Finally, do you also ﬁnderstand that you’re being interviewed as a witnéss
in this friendly fire inveStigation-and ackﬁowledge that no iﬁromise -o‘f conﬁdéntiality has been

extended to you?
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_GYSGT  ®® Tes,Sir.

’

corL! | (b)(6) » Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

 the matter now under investigation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
GYSGT{__0®© ] Yes, Sir.

' : COH (b)(6) 'OK, Gunney, I pretty much know what happened when your folks crossed
the bndge What I’d like you to relate to me is your first knowledge that an alrcraﬁ was running
_ | on you and the ordmance that you think they expended on you, the KIA and wounded that |
: happened because of that ordmance the actions that you or anyone- else took that you wﬂ:nessed
- to.abort or stop the air and get it off you and times and number of passes the an'craﬁ made and

. run headmgs, and that would be about 1t OK?

. GYSGT | (5)(6) | ' My nvhole vtorld-is through a doggone periscope. The only t1me that I saw’ -
one is when I was on the ground. -As soon 0 as we crossed the bridge, 211 got h1t by an RPG. I
Jumped out of my tractor, ran over there, started evacuatmg the crew, and grabbmg weapons and
- throwing them off that veh101e that was on fire. Iran over with them behmd a berm along the -
: road and you could hear the sound of the Vulcan. A young Marine asked me what that was, and
- about th%t time we .starte'd taking mortar fire also. It Was off m the distance, I was assuming it | '
- was probably going after mortar positions in the tree]jne. It had a very. distinct sound. Isaid it

~ was the sound of an A-10, from a Vulcan. It was reassuring that they were there. Then I'ran
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| around for awhile, got back.ir_l my vehicle;. sfafted trying to figure Oﬁt Wherga\ the hell fire was o )
‘coming from, Mortars were coim'ng in and then. I don’t know how in the ‘hell I eﬁded up back -
on ':the ground agam Aﬁér my vehicle got -éhbt byan RPG,' I was back on the grouﬁd agajﬁ. |
’fhafs when I realized that there was. ...that the A-10 was now shooting at us I'looked up at th¢
sky, Iwasn’tin my Vehiclé anymore and I saw little. . .looked like stars.: Then as soon as 1 saw o
sfars, I started. runmng across.. trymg fo gét to my vehicles. -

'CQ_L‘ e ' What direction was the A-10 coming in from?

GYSG’f 1 - @(5)_ -At the time, I was on the_' wes.‘t side of the road m ﬁy vehicle that’s shot and
'disabled_. T hey were téking out all the césualties- thatvv IT'had in the back of niy vehjci_e_. I went |

| running .déwn the wéét side. of the road to get...and Sgt | ®)© yand his &ehiéle. His véhiéie

.4 Wasn’t; ..he was on the ground. _He came wallqng up and asked what the hell to do. Isaid we

- had to get the patients; all the casualties off my vehicle, to get them the - out of the_r'é. I dop’t

' remember how many vehicles came up, they got the patients onto fhevehicl-es,- took off across

the bridge, and as soon as they got.. .he had an American flag...he stuck in his smoke grenade B

launcher. Taking off across the road trying to get to the bridge. As soon as he got to the bridge,
_ you saw the sparkles and one of the Amtrécks got blown up. Then LIEUTENANT and I were, '
._whfat fhe hell.i ..we Were; .l stiﬂ had an Alﬁtréck whén the mortars...I db_n’t know, they...I
_ remember Seeing the Tittle star clusters. ..two or three times. . .a.nd running_bac]; and forth...

—

COL:  (®)®) “You said somebody had an American flag?
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_ GYSG’I] ®)6)  Right. That was Sgt ()6  He had it propped u};in'his sinoke grena'de‘ :

. IIau'nc'her, and he’s trying to cross the bridge. It got blown up...the tractor got cut in half.

COL | (b)(6) ‘Could you see it? Was it hanging off the smoke launcher?

GYSGT  ()6) !It wasn’t a little flag. It was a regular posf flag, American flag.
COL! ®® b Anditwas out...

GYSGT | (0)(6) As a matter of fact, )6 took a picture. of it and sold it and if was én the -

' céver bf NewsWegk,or some da;nned magaziﬁe. He was the lead vehic‘le-;)ut;of the fhrce or four- :
| that went back and his vehicle Was-destroyed on the bﬁdge be that damned bird. I just remember
seeing thaf thing. Idon’t actually rememi)er seeing the aircraft itself. I remember seeing the
little stér things and» all the iinpacts and the distinct sound of the»cl_lain gun going off.

- f COL' (b)(6) o Do you know how many passes the A-10 made?

GYSGT ®© 'Idon’t even remember seeing the...as I éaid, my whole world is through a )
| peﬁs'cope. It’s a very small world. The only time I ever really have any vertical sight at-all was

when I was on the grdund. There was proba‘bly three maybe four times.

COL () M (b)(1)1.4a

T —
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(b)(1)1.4a

i COLs 6 } In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and dn:ect '
that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the

| report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

‘GYSGT ®)©®  Yes, Sir.
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: Interv'i’ewv with

12 April 03, 21:46 L

N .

COL )6 Go ahédd*and'pleas,e state your name, rank and your social scour_ityv number

for the record and billet for the record.

SSGT )6 ) Staff Sergeant, XXX-XX-XXXX, Mortar Section Leader, C

Company, 1% Battalion, 2* Marines..

‘ COL (b)(6) Ly name is Cpl_onel ®)©) »U]nnd-er"the direction of the board president, -

Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, we are investigating a friendly fire incident that

' occim‘ed on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq This investigation conducted under DOD

| L Instruction 6055.7 is separate and _épart' from any other inveStigation that may have béen
conducted concerning this incident. The ﬁurbose of this ihvestigatidn is to produce é.-publicly

. .re;leaSable report on the facts aﬂd circﬁm.stances surroundiﬁg this incident, and gather andr |

- i)reservé evidencé for use in clais, »litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse administrative |

: proceedings, and for all other purﬁoées. Your sworn testimony to me may be used fof any propér

pui‘plqse and may be releaéed to the bpublic. Additionally the chain of cofnmand. will review the

final'report. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

SSGT o6  Yes, Sir. -
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COL  ®®  'Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
_in this friendly fire i_nv_esﬁgation and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdéntiality has been

7

extended to you?
SSGT  ®©  es,Sir,Ido. -

- COL (b)(6) ‘Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

. the matter now under inVesti’gatiori shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help -yoﬁ God?

SSGT  ®)(®)  Yes, Sir.
- COLY (b)(6) ;OK, Sergeant, if you would please rélay fo.me where you were in the |
column of Amtracks as you crossed over the north bridge and what you saw relative to the

B ﬁ'iendly fire incident.
. SSGT (b)(6) 7 iwas in track 208. Tt was the third track, which is the CQ’S track then our

.~ track. We came over the north bridge, one of the 3™ Platoon’s tracks got hit. Autoniatically we |

b(2) Hi
COL ®)6)  What do you mean “herringboned?”
" SSGT  me b(2) Hi

- COL|{ ®)E) Which was the east side?
: ’ : - UNCLASSIFIED
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SSGT ~ 06 Yes the east s1de As soon as that happened the doors came down on the -

track Thad one gun crew, from mortars Wlth me, the other two were on the CO s track We both

 came out we got to gether For the most part we were ﬁrmg mortars at the enemy for about

E anywhere from 30 to 45 minutes. We were ina fight with them We got a volley fire of RPGs,
B about seven of them in on our position. We dlsbursed. As soon as that happened we looked up

' and A—IOS were overhead.

’ COL (b)(6) 'You saw the A-10?

SSGT| ®©  Isaw the A-10.

. i‘éf" LR .

L —

| COL B (b.)(e) ~ v What altitude do you thmk the A-10 was at?
- SSGT .' &6 - I don’t' lcnow. | That’s hard. About b)Hi feet, soniething hke that.:
CO_L» (b)(ﬁ_) It was up there a n\tays.

SSG't] | o Yes it was up thete a ways.

COL (b)(6) __"Where was it in the sky relative to where you were?

SSGT  (®)©) It was coming in from the east.
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o coL (b)-@, \Bast to west? o
I-SSGTL_'T East to west. It came in east to West We p1cked up, me, Capt (b)(6) and

some of the mortar men and the F1ST we a11 plcked up and moved to the other s1de of the road.
a .Some of the other guys, they got split up. ‘ SSgt ' (b)(6)‘ ,who was my platoon sergeant at the time,

- Lt _(_bﬁ who ‘'was my platoon commander,.Lt__@ in charge of the track, went thevother
tway with a couple of other rnortar men. - I- was running, basically, I hesitated for asecond, and I -
took off behmd the other mortar men. AsI was running that way,. I saw ﬂares L heard a sound
like **##sswkrbrank and [ looked back to my left and I saw SSgty ©) , () and PFC
(b)(-6) | and they were allrlaying' there. Pretty much, I.lcrnew what hai)pened. to them So I

contmued to run across the road. AsIwas runmng across the road, I looked down to my left and
- sawLt (b)) |g01ng across the road Next thmg I saw was/{ b(6)

o

CcoL (b)(6) lNow, did you hear anything before that? Do you know what_hit him?

- SSGT ©)©® Tt looked like a, I know the no_menclature, awart...

- coLl )6 1 Awarthog? AnA-10?
SSGT  ()e) AnA-10.
coL (b)(6) Do you know what type of ordinance hit him? Did you hear anything

before it hit him?
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'SSGT  ®© N saw some flares...and. ..

e — . _

COM (e  |From the aircraft?

- SSGT ©)©) and it looked like a rmssﬂe came out. Some kind of mrss11e b(G)
C b lAt first I thought it n:ught have been a mortar round. A mortar round ain t going to )

1 b(6) As soon as I saw that I kept going across the road. We ended up
gettmg into a dltch Iwas lookmg up into the sky the whole time at the A—l 0 and it changed it’s |
dlrecnon Changed which way it was commg from. Now it was coming from north to south
| Hnght over the top fo us. I saw flares, heard the ***¥k sk and Co, Capt Mmd let’s
move, S0 wWe started going back to the other side. Assoon as that happened I looked around and
1 say RTO’s an_tenna stlclqng up m.the air, and I yelled at them get the antennas down. As soon
- as] yeﬂed» that T looked to my right and another rocket Acame in'right beside us, I think that’s
Wh:h Cpl ©©) | saught shrapnel from that rocket. I couldn’t really get what kind of -
rocket it was, I just know it came from the direction ot’ the A-10. | As soon. as that happened we
- got back across the road to the east side. We were runnmg back toward the south on the east side
_ and we stopped by SSgt (b)(6) Cpl ©)6) and PFC' (b)(6) had been shot, and it looked :
like V(b)(e) ) It looked like somethmg came down the road on all three of them. I stayed there-
~ for a second. The rest of them kept running down south. Stayed there for a second, I looked |
back up and Ivsﬂaw flares, I heard the *##*+44%% and | kept moving. Thls was '.ahout the foutth
Vpass. Imoved to one _side, and then he changes direction agam He comes fron:r east to west
again 1 looked up I saw the flares, ‘heard the *¥##i* and I moved again. I just hoped I was '
E movmg in the rlght dlrectlon I finally end up making it down to Where Gunne}{ (b)(6) ’and
were. Gunney (b)(G) "as trying to get anyone on__the radio. Also had someone
~ ~ UNCLASSIFIED
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from the. ....Staff Sergeant from the Stinger, they fire Stingers, he was there He was aiso.trying :
| to :get someone on the radio to call the air off. It made another pass. In all, I thmk it made eight

7

. asses. Finally w%igot hold of them...someone got hold of the air and they called the A-.10‘off.

COL  ®®  Gotahold of who?

SSGT| ®® ! TheFOC.
COI\  ©)®  ;The FAC?
SSG‘I‘ (b)©6) : Yeah, the FAC. Finally the A-10 bugged out. Pretty muéh you could see the
démage, and what was done. Ilost one mortar system to if, shot all to cfapf Altogether, I cant
say how many Marines I loét to it, but .that day I lost 14 Marines. So... .

. COL( (b)(6) | (b)(1)1.4a

..~ SSGT, e ) | (b)(1)L.4a
" and someone on top of his Amfrack with an American flag, waving it and the guy still shot. We

~'were trying everything we could to call the air off of us. Until the A-10 showed up, basically on -

~ their own. As soon as he showed up, everything just went....downhill.
COL.  ®(® i Isthatall you have?

SSGT" (b)(6) Yes, Sir.
- UNCLASSIFIED
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. COL! (b)k(e) ' closing, if.want to remind yo_u that this is an ofﬁdiéi interview and not to
- discuss your 1testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the reporf hé,s‘been
~ officially réle‘a’sed to the public. Do you understand?

R 4

~ 5SGT__0© ! Yes, Sir.
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_ interview wrch SS gtl (b)(6)
12 April 2003, 22:34 L |

~ cor QICE. ~ Please state your name, rank and your social security number and your
billet.

SSGT| ®©®  Staff Sergeant, (b)(6) XXX-XX-XXXX, 1% Platoon Sergeant,

‘Charlie Company, 1/2.

- ,CO__L‘ (b)(6) My name is Colonel ~ ®®  'Under fthg di;ec;cion of the board president,
Bﬁgadier General William F. Hodékins, we are investigatinga fr'iendl& fire incident ihét |
: - occurred _‘oﬁ 23 March 03 héar An Nasiriyah, Iraq. 'fhis investigation cpndﬁc‘:_ted under DOD
| In;éﬁction 605_5.7 is sepé.rate. aﬁd apart from any other iﬁvestigation that may ﬁaVe been
conducted concerning this incident. The purpose of this investigétién is to produce a publicly
- releasable report on the facfs and circurhStéhces surroundiﬁg this incident, and géther and
o preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary aétiéns, adverse administrative
| proceedings, and for all other purposes.- Your sworn tesﬁlﬁony to me may be used for any propér
' tpurpose and may be released to the public. Additionally the cham of command will feview the
, ﬁnal»repo;t. Do YOu understand Whét I have just read-to' youf? | | |

B —

SSG A(b)(e)l Yes, Sir.
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COL (b) (6) . Fmally, do you also understand that you are bemg mtemewed asa witness

o - in this ﬁ‘lendly fire mvestlgatlon and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdentlahty has been '

extended to you?

e —

SSGT ®®  Yes, Sir.

'COL' (b)(6) Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under mvest1gat10n shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
' ssGT| 6 [ Yes, Si.

COLs )6  DOK, Staff Sergeant, would you please relay-to me where you were as you

crossed over the northern bridge and what you witnessed relative to the friendly fire incident?

SSGT _BE } Iwas m the third Amtrack to cross the hﬁdge. Aswe eame across, crested

"~ over the bridge we pulled off to the side and we came te ahalt. There was an Amtrack. We

- noticed the packs were on fire, so I trled te pull up behind him and we were getting afire
extinuisher but we started to get enemy small arms fire at that point. Everybody was getting out
of the Amtrack and we heard here was more than packs on fire, there was actually fire inside. So
we pulled off to provide security at the side of the roadt At that time there was alot ef mortar |

| 'ﬁre' _starting to fall,y.and we noticed a building to the north probably 8 to 900 ‘meters.v. We could

see plumes of smoke, which we believed Ithat’s- where the mortar fire was coming from.' The | '

crewchief on my thack we fired hlS 50 cal and I pretty much guided his rouhds across. The )

| plumes stopped. There was a lot of radio traffic but nobody could seem to get a hold of anybody
' .UNCLASSIFIED
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. ‘else.v We fhen, Basically; tha't’vs?:\;}:hen' the Wholé incident started. As fa:r asthe rounds, ‘we could o
hear them hit the tank befofe we hea'rd ;;he | gun fire. I heard tﬁe machine gun buréts and I knew
: lright away what it was. Tﬁe chaiﬁ gun, I hate that. I grew up ﬁ_ext toa Naﬁona_l Guard"base., As
soon 'b_as the rounds were hitting the tank, I tﬁmed around to teﬂ everyone theyzneeded to uﬁon up.
Before fhey cojuld grab the hatches, Athgt’s When: all the bomblets pretty 1.nuch'hit. At that pdint, I
didn’t how. I didnA’tv actually see the »ordinanAce fall.. Wé d1dn’t know. It cbtﬂd_have been some |
type of aﬁﬁ-persqnn’él cartridge froﬁl artillery. Basically the bomblets hit right 611 top of Qﬁr

track. One Marine was}| (b)(6) » Hit him just Below h1s flak jacket.

_COL' ®)©  Who was that?
: SS_GT —@(j) 7 Corporalm(fa)m Another Marine nexf to him...I didn’t actually géf to s'ee:
him, but I was told that it{ | (b)(6) ‘ | He had a pretty (b)(6)
. at that point. That was LCpl{ (b)) | Right after -that hapinened,_ I tﬁed calming everybody
| down. There was a lot of panic in the track. I got sofné ‘Marines to pull the hatches élosed. I
" was on the radio teﬂing the other tracks that we needed to move, just. because we were all in -
line... | |

COL __ ®® | Yousaid these were bomblets. What do you mean by bomblets?
" SSGT ®®  Basically, I could see all the balls hitting. They hit the ground and went back
N ui) in the air and then exploded. The only thing going through my mind was it was some type
artillery cartridge or I know that’s what rockeye dbgs. It’s a lot of bomblets that are dropped. -

He made about' threé more passes after that. Well actually before that happened, where I was
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: hefore, we got the stuff ciosed; Iwas yelling at all the other tractors thatwe needed to move ou,t'7
‘ of there, cause we were all in llh'ne, he pretty much-rnad a run'right through, all the tracks.” One of
' the tracks pulled up on the road. I was al'so.calling him sa}iing we needed a corpSnian Pulled up :
' onto the road, when we got to the top of'the road we found out that the shots had taken our

| steermg out. We dldn’t have any hydrauhcs Sol 1mmed1ate1y told hnn we needed to back off

the road and we pulled back there. There was another track there I had a fire team that went out |

to try to get the corpsman, cause no one was answering the radlo I handed back my medic kit

but everyone was lookmg atme saying th1s 1sn’t going to do anything for him. At that pomt they

- -sa1d Cpli ®)©)  was dead. LCpli (®)(6) -he was' (b)(6) "So theMannes went

out there, they got LCpl! (o) 6) out of the track cauSe he was st111 able to walk and I know the

put him on another tractor. Ican_’t confirm which one it was. 'Immediatel-y after that run, it

: seemed_'h'ke only seconds later Vwe were hit again. The rOunds again, and then the same thing.

- coL (b)(6) »The same thing?

n SSGT (b)(6) )Yes, Sir. I could hear the gun ﬁrmg It raised the ha1r on the back of your
neck. | The bomhlets, this time, were more forward. - They were hitting...I could hear them

~ bouncing off the TC hatch, and I could see them expiodjng in the site galss that’s around the TC;
_ At that point I fold them that they needed to drop the ramp, that rve needed to get out of the track,
that there was no way we took another run...I’m sure none of us would have been there. The
ramp drdn’t g0 down The crewchief went and opened the back hatch up and then I'went down
from the inside. Every Marine was out of the track except for Cplt (b)(6) There was no way

. we could get him out of there. It Would have taken half of them to do. “He was pretty bad at that

point. We went across the track. I was the last one out. Iwas yelling at the Marines to cross the
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field cause I saw.. It Iooked liv];-eﬁthére Was built up ditches' over there. ‘We were in a wide open R

. 'a;ea. Marines st_artéd moving across. We s’iartedmoving across. ‘This time I heard the gun a

- againand then the rockeye hit. Twas one of the last ones there and T _got'hit by one of the

3 éxplosibﬁs and it threw me, but I didn’t énd up taking any'shrapnel from it or anything, We
-~ moved into fhe ditches from there. I never really counted, but when [ thought back on it that day

, I Wbpld say there were .apPrdxj@ate_ly seven runs.
| coL | %b)kﬁ) Was there one aircraft or two?
SSGT vm Hénesﬂy, Sir.- T‘ﬁae’s no way to tell that.
COL (b)(fj) | jD1d ygu §ee the_ aircr»aft at any time?
j }'S'SGT".—_(_b)ES)-—[ éc;ﬁid-sce it up in the air, but it was so high, when I actually heard thé- gunfire
. an‘d eyerytime he fired the’ gun, thé rockeye was soon to follow, SO it’é not like I wanted to sit

" there and watch him. Iwas m almost knee deep water. When I heard the gun open ﬁp Ijust told - -

the Mérines to gbt' down, down in the water. I sé.w a couple of runs where the bomblets hit the

" roadsol said I could see them bouncing up and all the flashes there. Hc;,’d hit one of the.

tracks. ..it was actually the one that was burning before it got hit and it just blew up. It just split

the track in half almost.

COL (0)(6) At this same time you were ta]gng the fire from the friendly aJIcraﬁ:, you .

" were also taking RPG?
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.SSG'I.‘ (b)(6) lnever saw any RPGs by any means Slr Everybody was talkmg about it and
! Just couldn’t believe those RPGs were ﬂymg Inever saw one. Inever saw an RPG the whole
“time. |

- COL o6 ' What about artillery and mortars?

—

_ SSGT4 (®)6) ‘hey Were wa]kmg artlllery in before the a1rcraﬁ hit, and T was stressmg that

over the radio that artillery was getting close. It Was some sort of HE or I-IEDP Just throwmg
up -_d1rt in the air you co_uld see that they were_bracketmg us.' They seemed more ___to want to’

h1t the track on _the road. It just,ke'pt getting hit over and over even though it was burning.
"COL (b)(6) ';Was there a lot of small arms fire going on t00?

. ‘SSGT'. ®@®)  Icould hear _it, Sir. But we were on the opi)osite side of the road. I guess o'ne
of the other nlatoons._ They were taking sma;ll arms ﬁre from I guess it wonld b.e the east side.
i ‘After We fired that 50 cal at the building up there, we were kind of keeping an eye on that cause
we thonght there’ might be enemy to the north and never saw ‘any more plumes or anythmg so
veithe,r rhe enemy left or sornehody-'.got‘ hit. . Off to. t_he yvest I thought, we thought we could hear :
rounds cracking over our heads. ‘We couldn’t really tell what direction they were coming, but we
'nad a couple of marines setting in security jﬁst to-make snre ﬂrat there wasn’t any positions

. After, I want to say the.. .probably about the fourth or fifth pas's,~}b)(1)l-4i |

(b)(1)1.4a

—

COL  ®© |  pWida
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SS GT L(b) 6) [ No,Ididn’t, Sir. I never | bes'ides just seeing him up there one tilne before
when I heard the gun, when I heard the stuff hitting and the gun I just happened t to glance up real'
| | qu1ck Like I said everytime he passed the bombs would- drop too, so, when I heard the gun, it
was hke, get down, espec1a11y aﬁer bemg hit when getting out of tractor. Didn’t want to get

. We contmued to push ‘We probably pushed...the dltches Just :

| eontinued inland so, I pushed the Marmes a couple more and we got_aceountablhty of what
| ._Man‘nes were there. It was kind of chaotic...some tracks out there-wereanproximately three
v tracks m all that were there; different nlatoons and what-not.. .some of the Marines that were in .-
B . my track, Iknow they got on othel_‘ traeks.- ”Some Marines that were on those tracks were ,there SO
it was kmd of hectic seeing who we had. We had no communication. Had a little ISR radio, 100
meters if you’re lucky...at that point we really didn’t know what was’ gomg on...we knew the
other tracks had left but from where we were we couldn’t see how far away they were. I want to
say the aircraft eyentually stopped ﬁnng, it was approxnnately seven passes. It got pretty quiet.
_ You could hear a lot of ﬁghting going on at‘ound -where the bridge was...mortar fire, but it
* wasn’t anywhere near where we were so I'm not sure if that was friendly fire. The eastern
positions were takmg fire. I’m not sure. But it wasn’t close to us.. .We Were trying to |
' r"eorganihe.- Probably, I’m-guessing 30 = 35ijnutes later a tank rolled up...it was a pretty good -
sight. As soon as he got there he said I'm low on fuel and he wanted us to walk him back to the

bridge. -

... coL (b)(6) PAbout how long after you crossed the bridge did you realize the A-10 was

running on you?
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SSGT ©© Tt was probaﬁiy,IW_ould'gues's.about9minutes. -

7

o coL (b)(6) ‘It was very shortly after you crossed over the bridge?

_ SSGTL(b)@ ' Yes, Sir. Atleast it 'seenred short at the time-. Once we come across, track
was on fire, puﬂed off to the road, maybe got a few hundred rounds ot of the 50 cal downrange,
- we reloaded and as soon as we reloaded that’s when the A-10 had hit us I wouldn’t think it had . '

been more than 10 minutes. It may have only been 5 mirrutes, but». ..it was pretty quick.

cou 06 b Do you have anything else?
_ SSGT} (b)(6) ’The only other thing we were ta]kmg about.. I’m monitoring the radlo by the |
TC hatch and I know that as we progressed along, L1eutenant he calls in the northmgs that’
_pretty much his job...you hear the numbers what-not. I _lmow .there was. somethmg that was
' discus_s‘ed. earlier but they thought we were way south...4 or 5 clicks from where we were. So I
" know that the numbers were beirlg pessed off. You could alwa}rs hear them. I wouldn’t eVen‘
want to tell you a:'nﬁmber b‘ecause I couldn’t tell you without a shadow of a doubt what the
numbers were but he calls it in and then he says 36 northmg roger 36.. pretty much he says it
and they answer back up. Iwasn’t really paying attention cause we were taking small arms fire
at the same time so, I know the lead trace was done at least to the end of the bridge...I’d say - |
radio tr'afﬁ‘c' was pretty chaoti_e so frem the bridge.. .eouldn’t have been more than 200 ‘meters
from the bridge at that point. There was no.. .IAden’t think ttrere was really. anythmg Jjust .this is
' What we see kind of thing. It wasn’t this is where we’re at. The only other thing tvas the 0)(1)1.4

(b)(1)1.4a the Major asked me about. :
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. C.O]’_;i (b)(6) v I've got that information, thank you. In ciosing,,I want to remind you that
this is an official interview and not to discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s

permission or until the report has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

_SSGTj» (6)(6) ,Yes;v Sir.
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]’ntemew w1th Cpl L)(6)1
Ro Apnl 03,21:12L

- COL (b)(6) )Go ahead and please state yonr nanié, rank and your social security number

~and illet. :

o | CPL} oo ) Corpoiai ‘ o6 b(XXX—XXXX S.quad Leader.
o ‘ COL (‘b)(6) r Cpl (b)(6) Pny name is Colonel | b(6) | Under the direction 6f the :
| board president, Bngadler General Wllham F Hodgkins, we are mvestlgatmg a ﬁ'lendly ﬁre -
- mcldent that. occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq. Tkus mvestlgatton conducted )
v‘ underDOD Instruction 6055.7 is sanarata and ~apart ﬁ'om any otn'er investigaﬁon' thaf may hané
been conduct_ed cpnéeining this incident. The purpose of this’.innesﬁgaﬁon is tbov prnduce a |
, nubﬁcly releasable report on: tha facts and cirduinstanc_es surrounding this incidént; and gathér
c and preservé avidenbe for use in cla:ims litigation, disciplina‘r’y actidns adverse administrative
| proceedmgs, and for all other purposes. Your sworn testimony to me may be used for any proper' .
purpose and may be released to the pubhc Additionally the chain of command w111 review the |

; ﬁnal report. Do you understand what I have justread to you?
CPL°  @m@©) [Yes.

‘coL * (b)(6) Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness

in this friendly fire investigaﬁon and acknowledge fhat no promise of confidentiality has been .

extended to you?
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‘CPL (®)®) Yes.

COL CC Do you solémhly s_Wea.;c or afﬁrm-th'cit the testimony you a_iev about to give in

the matter now under investigétion shall be the truth, and no’thiJig but the truth, so help you God?
CPLI ®)X6) ¥ Yes.

CQL! R CON i Would you pléasé review for me'_ what transpired and where you were in
} Charlie Company as you _crdssed-thénorthem bridge? What transpired, tovthe best of your

.' ‘knowledge in -regard to the friendly fire incident once you crossed the bridge?

' 'CPL (b)(6) ]I was in the lead track, track 201 when we crossed the northern bndge The

the

. first thing that game was artillery so we punched out the whole squad. Ididn’t aétually see the

' A—:l()s 1:111 Ilooked up. ‘They hadn’t fired yet when I first saw them, I just saw them ﬂymg
‘ \.o&férhead from south to north. Thé first time I became aware of ;chemfﬂ'ring Was whén, actually -
on my ﬁay back to the track. Itold my squad when we were egressing back to the track, and -
- | right before I got to the door, Theard thé buzzing of the canﬁon and right in frbnt of my

-_ hatchway-on my track it lit up the tracfor. It didﬁ’t hit. anybody af that tiine. Iproceeded to jump

on the track and I laid oﬁ my_back' so other people could jump in on tqp. I had a clear view of
1 the; -.canse the §ma11 door was still opén, Ihad a clear yiew of the outside. I Saw:theni make
o anoth;r pass, heard i_t, and{I saw it hit thé ground. Isaw it hit LCpll (0)®) ;inthe back, dr0ppedb

him and somebody lifted him up and put him on the track. Idid see, before I got on the tractor, a
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I (b)(1)1.4a

, mission." After that I was enclosed in the track and had no view of the outside.

From what I was later told, that was a cease air

_ | COL OF Ai Is that the e_xtenﬁ of what you know? How many.passes?,

——

CPL, OGN I'heard at least five to six buzzes of fhe'cannon. I didn’t see it. But after the

first one that I did see, I heard about four or five more after that.

.

ey,

COL (b)(6) } In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview andnotto ~
'~ discuss your testimony Wlth anyone without the board’s permission or until the i‘cpo_rt has.b_een-

- ‘dfﬁcially- released to the public. Do you understand?

- CPL' ®@®) - Yes.

UNCLASSIFIED
3255


standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED

standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


~_ JUNCLASSIFIED

'THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT

BLANK

UNCLASSIFIED
J-256


standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED

standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


I UNCLASSIFIED

Tnterview with Cpl{ ©)©) )
12 April 2003, 22:08 L —

COL! (b)(6) }lease_ state your name, rank and your social security number and your |

billet.

' CPLL (0)(6) ,Corporali | (b)(®) ) )OO(-}C(-X)QO(, Machine Gun Squad Leader,

-

~ Charlie Comp_an&," 1* Battalion, 2™ Marines.

P S

COIJ ___(,t,),)(i__ »Cpl | ~_(E)(G) my name is ColonelfA_(tS(G) yUnder the‘direction ofthe
bo.érd‘pres:ident, Brigadier ngeral William F. Hodgid’ns, wé are inffesﬁgaﬁng a ﬁigndly fire ~
| incidentthat-occurred.on 23 March. 03 near An Nasiriyah, Traq. ThlS investigation conducted -
. uﬁder DOD Instriction 6055.7 is sepafa;cé and apart from ény other im"restigétion that may have ’
' been conducted conceming-ﬂﬁs incident. The purpdsb of this invesﬁgaﬁon is to produce a
- publicly releasable réport on thé facts and circumstances surrounding this incident, and gather | )
‘ aﬁd_ preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, ,disciplinary actions, adverse é,dministrative
proéeedings, and f;)r all other purposés. Your s_wofn festimony’ to me may be used for.any proper -
- pmpose and may be released to the_ﬁubﬁé; Additionally the chain of cominénd will review the

final repb_rt. Do you understand what I have just read to you?
cpL] ®© | ves.

con (b)(6) 'Finally‘, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and acknowlédge that no promise of confidentiality has been

extended to you? - :
UNCLASSIFIED
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| i 'CPL‘ w)e) |Yes,Ido.
COLs (b)(6) 'Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony YOu are about to give in
the matter now under investigation shall be the truth, and nothing but the fruth, 50 help you God?
CPL' ®® Yes.

COLT (b)(6) p Cpl‘ (b)(6) *1f you Would you please relay to me where you were as you

_.crossed over the north bridge and what you saw relative to the friendly fire incident?
CPL ‘ 0)®)  When my track came over the north bridge, and we got out...

COL' ()® , What track were you in? -

CPL{ ®0© |Iwasin track 211, which was hit by an RPG...

——————

- COLY ©)6 b Which track of the formation was this? - -

CPL] (b)(6) ’ I can’t evehbrememb'el-f how.far back we v&.fere We weren’t too far back I
would say3to5 tracks back. After we got out, I went to the berm to the left. When Ilooked to
the right and left I saw LCpl! ()©) ; a sawgunner to the left and one of my gunners and ammo

" mento the nght During the chaos with what was going on I heard airburst going on.. a.nd I

looked up in the air to see what JAry to catch a ghmpse of what was going on. I see the A-lO
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flying éroﬁnd. Looked like he was dropping ﬂafes. I didn’t say anythmg to anybody, but I was
| _ thmkmg y}hat is it doi;ig? ‘Well later oi;, after our Li‘euterié.nt comes over and gets us we get |

: lword to get back in thé track. So‘ as Wé Wefe all running to get back in the tracks, we, I hear bthis

sound; which I'had heard three times beforehand. Somebody tells me it’s an A-10.
. COL  ®X®  Three times before this incident?

o

CPL (®)©6) ' Yes, three times befofe. First time I got to the berm, we heard the sound...I

h _dbn’t really know how to describe it.
COL  ®©  |Like a buzzsaw?

. CPLr (b)(6) ,Kinda like a bﬁzzéaw, yes. Iheard that like three ﬁmes; 1didn’t know_if it was
, arty oi; a'plane or what. I just knew fha’c- _éverytime Iheard it the Lieutenant said put your face in
the d1rt, éét doﬁ. Sol gbt my face in the dirt. Somebédy gave the word t‘o get back to the
‘u'ac_ks.. 'As we’re running across fhe road, I hear that sound again, and I look to my left and allI
~see is dirt popping upfronﬁ roﬁnds hitting the deck. My only thought was oh shit. AsIdived :
underneath the track, and by the time I _camé to my éenses and got back ﬁp, I see Cpl ()(6)ilaying
| there (b)(6) He gof shot in the leg.> I'look éver ‘and Isee LCpl (v)6) _anq
he said heli) me. Ilooked down at his lower back and it’sjust - froni whére.he got
shot. Aﬂer that we got back in the tfacks and Qvent‘bac‘k to the city and as we were going
i:hrough the city that track got hit, which I find out later on...I didn’t find out it was adtﬁally
vf‘;iendly fire until everything'coolled.ddwﬁ which was probably that night or that evening. T- V

talked to the tracker and I talked to some other friends who said it was friendly fire, it was the A-
A = °
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10. .Said the A-10 had also caﬁgﬁt that second track and stopped it from 1ﬁov1'ng in the city.

- Stopped it dead in the city. That was the last thing anybody said about it. ;

COL (b)(6) In:closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and not to
discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the report has been

officially released to the public. Do you uhderstan_d?

COL (b)(6) I’'m back with Cpl  (b)6) and there’s some more information he’s Brought ‘
 tomy attention. My previous statements and your oath are still under effect, so will you please

relay to me what you just said?

CPLI (b)(6) ' I talked to some of the tractors beforehand. We went through the city.
(b)(1)1.4a
i (b)(1)L.4a [One tractor said he

got hit but another track said he was never touched by the A-10.

o .(bxé). ' (b)Fl‘):L.4a.
"CPL' (b)) | 4 (b)(l):l.z.la
COL | (b)(6) | u | (b)(1)L4a

'Ye;s, Sir.

- CPL  ®®
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COL. o I BO)L4a B
CPL  m)es) There was (b)(1)1.4a
coL  ®© | ()1)L4a
CPL e | Wi yes, Sir.
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~ Interview with Lance Corporal (6)(6) )
© - 12 April 2003, 21:12L . :

COL! ®)® 3 Go ahead and state your name, rank, social security number and your billet.
LCPL (b)(6) Lance Corporal ‘ (6)(6) XXX-_XX—XXXX, rifleman, C Company,
1%t Battalion, 2™ Marines.

: ‘. CQL (b)(6) » My name is Colonel! (b)(G) pand under,the direction »of the board
president, Brigadier General. Wllham F. Hodgki.ns, we’re investigating a friendly fire incident
ﬁat occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. This im(estigatioh, coqductgd under -
DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separate aﬁd apart from any other investigation tﬁét may have been
conduéted concerning this incident. The ’p'urposerf this iﬁveStigation is to produce a publicly -

, réleasable‘report on the facts and circumstances surrounding this incident and gather and
preserve eyid_ehce_for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actiohs, adverse a_dminisi:raﬁve
-_ . proceedings and for all other purboses. Your sworn teStimony to me m'ay.be_used for aﬁy proper
purp;)se'and may Befrele\ased to the ﬁﬁblic. Additionally, the chain of command will review the

final report. Do ’yéu understand what I have just read to yo_ﬁ?
ILCPL  ®© Yes, Sir.

6(0)8) (b)(6) 'Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and a_cknowlédge that no promise of confidentiality has been ‘
extended to you? .
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LCPL o0 Mes, sir
Co[ (b)(6) Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under investigation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
LCPL 0)6) i 'i es, Sir.

. _COL‘ (b)(6) OK, Lance Corporal would you pléase relate to me 'Wh_e're you were when
your company crossed the n'orthe'r‘nvbridge, in An Nasiriyah on the 23" of March and your

knowledge relative to the friendly fire incident.

- 1crLd e ”'I don’t know exactly when we crossed the bridge, because I was as farin

the track as possible, Sir. I was right next to the radios underneath the TC hatch.
COL{ ®® |, Which track?

LCPL i ®E) 'Tbelieve it was 211. I'm not sure of the number, Sir..if that’s the right

number. But my troop commander was I:td ®)©)

COIM  ®)X®  Firsttrack, second track, third track?.

X
e

LCPL L ()8 'I don’t know, I couldn’t tell ybu Sir. When we crosséd the ‘bridge, like I

sa1d I don’t know where we were, cause I couldn’t see. But when we got hit...our track got hit
| UNCLASSIFIED
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with an RPG and Marines deing'la'ir‘security,_ we took some casualties up th_ere, SO we pulled

y them down and I was punchjh'g the Marine under the TC hatch was __my platoon
_ eemmandef, Lt (0)(©®) | not knowing what happened...at thet point our comm went out and th.at'
was kee1; going...s0 I beheve it was going across the bridge. I think they wanted to get to the
other side of the bridge. Once we got out...once we got out, we kept trying to...the track was
cox}ered in smoke, it was onlﬁre trying to pull the emergehc';y hatch, and we ceuldn’t figure it out.
So we ended up Jumpmg out of the door as quickly as poss1b1e At that pomt the only person I
| saw, because I was the last one out, everyone was grabbing the casualues bringing them

. .v 'where‘;er they brought em, I don’t know.. the only person I saw was my platoon commander, Lt

K b(b)(e-) . We rah into this little ditch on the other side of the roed. We started getting all aligned. h

. . The other Marines sfarted catehing up to us. At that point, LY (b)(E) went across this little ditch,
we jpmped over some water and got behind thls berm. Some mortars started hitﬁng the road and |
‘near the trac and indirecf fire everywhere. I don’t know the difference betweer arty and mertars
- and we were taking it from every direction...not every -direeti’on, impacts were in every direction.
- We (h’dn’t know which....just kept going back and forth across the water, left and ﬁght in the

‘ ;Nater,‘ ]ust going all over the place. I don’t remember what exactly the A-10 hit first, but I
.remember I heard the sound from the gun, real chstinct gun, the burp gun. I asked Lieutenant, I
asked, what the *** is that, Sir? It was an A-10. I didn’t think anything of it. I heard impaets on
the road. Ididn’t thmkanythmg ofit causl&the‘?i@vere impacts all over‘the place. He was saying
how...that that was too close...real **** close, he said. We were just sitting there and we -
couldn’t ﬁgmeiut where we were taking small arms. fire, but you could hear it. It was so far out |
. 'we couldn’t see muzz1e flashes. I cou‘ld_n’t see anything. I, we had no idea Where we were
faking it from. We kept, as I said, we'kept going left and right and back and forth across the.

river, trymg to dodge indirect fire. You could hear, at the time we heard the burp’ gun, you could
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hear the little ﬂaéhes on the track, that it kept hitting the track. .Eithef if was the_ hest indirect fire,
_ or the most accurate ihdiréct fire I’ve ever seen or it just zefoed m on that track. It'musf have
: passed us three times when we weré down in that little ditch. As we were running and shifﬁng _
right, indirect fire was walking on us. Somebpdy yelled, I was on the road, get in the tracks, get
» in the tracks. We saw other Marineé hanging out the ‘door.. At th_af time, we started runnmg out
- toget in the uach- and you éould hear the burp gun again, so we all got down. At that time Iwas
| nght next to LCpls (b)fﬁ) and T believe the Liehtenant was on the other side of him and that’s |
when, after we héard the burp, we could hear...I can’t despribe the sound, it was a whizzing
| s'ound, and like I said, Sir, it’s hgh‘d to expiain, you hear the whizzing sound. I.didn’t know
i (b)kﬁ)f at the time had got hit. I felt burning, I got a piece of shrapnel ~ ®®©)  .at thaf time )
did L1eutenant too We both got up. Ijumped in the track 1mmed1ately LCpl! ®)® }and Lt
- (b)(6) ywere plckmg upl (b)(®) trymg to get h1m in, and I was pulling him in. Once we finally got
~ him in...we got hit once by the A-10. You could hear the burp gun and then dink, dink, dink,
dmk on top, like many mlm-explosmns on top of the track That’s while we were loadmg
1 (b)) ¥ Once we got] ()6) 'on, we started to move. We got hit by the A-10 the same thmg, the
A httle-mlm-explosmns, you could hear the burp gun. You could hear it hlttmg the track. We must
| have got hit ét least _four times. .Four times on our way out. I don"vt'know where we were going.
The guy driving the track just. wanted to get the héll out of there. Got back on, guess we got hit a
couple of times, at least four more ﬁmeé and we must have got hit vﬁth about four RPGs by the
time we got out in front of this building. We got out of the track and we 5ump¢d over this wall.
This was inside the city, at the time. There was no enemy there so we just set up security in
: evgfy. dirécﬁon and we cnded up clearing two houses to the right, and holdhlg up like a défensive
.position in there. Until we saw tanks; we saw a tank and we signaled them that we had friendlies |
. in there and then we had two Humvees come get us. That’s when we come out, that’s when I . ‘
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~ came '1F1p ahd I chuldn’t find a:iyhody ﬁhm. my platoon. At thatvtime Lt! (b)(®) ‘and LCpI (b)(G) )©) .
they did not get on that track aftet we loaded’ (v)©) I came back and I was running out onthe

road. All the casualties that we loaded from-inside the house went back on the tank. I found

' them cause one of niy NCOs, ohe of my team leaders was there, and I wanted to make sure he

was alright. He was put with the rest of the cas_ualties,.he' was going to be a]nght I'was .lo'oking

" for the rest of my platoon. Ikept going across the toad, and I 'sa"w my Lieutenant on the radio

and he said he had just ca’lled-off he was trymg to ﬁhd out...trying to-call off the air I doh’t‘

, lmow, Iwasn’t there for the actual transaction, but I know he was PANZER 5. 1 thmk that was

the call 81gn for the tank thathe was talking to I don’t know why he was talkmg to tanks but

o that S who he said he was trymg to get a hold of. ‘He grabbed another RTO and set up the radlo

V w1th a ten foot antenna. At that time, I thought it was Just me, Lieutenant, andi (b)(6) who was -
' _Wlth him. We ended up ﬁndmg out that the rest of our plaroon, there was like fifteen of us up on
' the other side of the road. That’s when we met up w1th the rest of the pldtoon, Sir.

~COL!  ®® ) Anything else you want to add?

CLCPL°  ®©  No, Sir.

- coI\ ) !1 closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct :
that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the -

fépon has been officially released to the puhh"c. Do you understand?

4 , LCPL' o®6) | Yes, Sir.
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Interview with LCpl. ~~ ®© |
i2 April 2003, 21:30 L

| COTJ (0)®)  jPlease state your name, rank, social security number and your billet. _
LCPL (b)'(6) ' Lance'Corporali i (b)(6) l)éial XXX-XX-XXXX.

Billet, Assistant Sawgunner, C Company, 1% Battalion, 2" Marines.

- COL (b)(6) "My r‘1ame.i‘s Colonel' - 0E) ‘and under the direction of the board '

| pl;esident, Brigadiér Genéraleilliam'F. Hodgkins, we’re infzestigaﬁng-a friendly fire i#cident
thaf occurred on 23 March 03 near An Naéiriyah, Iraq. 'fhis investigation, conducted under
DOD Insﬁ'ucﬁon 6055.7 is sepal_'ate and apart ﬁoin any other invesﬁgatidn that méy have beén

.. conducted concerning this incident. The purpose 6f this investigation is to produce a pﬁblicly
reléasable' repoﬁ 611_ the facts and cirquins_tances surrounding this incident and gather and

‘ preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, disciﬁlina’ry actions, adverse administrative

'procéedings and for all other purpéses. Your sworn tesﬁmony to mé may be ﬁsed for any proper

_ .'purpose_ and may be released to the public. Additionally, the chain of command will review the

final repéﬂ. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

’ LCPL (b)(®) 'Zes, Ido, Sir.

' ; ‘COL (b)) PFinally, do you alsb understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been

~ extended to you?
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LCPL| ®®  Yes,Ido, Sir.

COL: (©)6) ) Do you solemnly swear or,bafﬁrm'that the testimony you'é.re about to givein |
the matter now under investigation shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help .you God?
LCPL ®® ‘ Yes, Sir.

. COL (b)(6) »OK 2 (b)(6) 'if you would please relay to me the events as you

@QGrstand them, after you crossed over the bridge relaﬁfe to the friendly fire incident. =
_ _,-LCPI.,‘. ] -(b)(“;—‘}' According to mission We-aimomted.

COL4 | ®)©) ) Where were you? |

‘LCPL v(b)(e) North of the bﬁdgé.-

COL  ®©  What yeticle were you in? |

LCPL (b)(6) 'I was vin the lead vehicle that had been hit by an RPG. The second vehicle in |
6ur mov'emenf then took thé lead. Pushed across the bn'dge, pulled up onto the west side of the

. foad. Our vehicle- stopped on the road due to the fire and RPG. We had casualties. We had
trouble getting off the AAV. I went through the top, set‘ security on the other s_i_d?. We got the
 casualties off to the east side of the road. The platoon.commander Lt‘ (b)(6) 'ordered thbse

capable other than those helping the casualties to push to the west side of the road to cover the -
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. west and north Wthh was aceerdlng to plan. So I went across the road, urought a squad
mcludmg two machme gun attachments to the west 51de One machme gun attachment was
pulled-back to the east side of the road. We then received indirect fire from the enemy on to the -
track. Itook charge of the squadron et that time. The stlued leader got hit, team leader was one
| of the casualties.” I took charge. We held poeitieu there uﬁt_il they started trauersing onto our
position. Moved about 100 meters to the horth, waitect t_here for Lt (0)6) to come over and the
others, which he did. And we .held a security positien ‘there for, I dou’t know fot how long. .’ JAt
uvas 'e while. We pushed north again, aud they began traversing onto our position further. For
: seme reason I, the indirect -ﬁre then cut off for some reason. We were begiuning to load up on

| the Atracks to get our wounded back to the casualty collection point. I heard something that I
Waﬁt to descﬁbe asa very, it almost eounded like ablender. Tknew it was an A-10 cause I'Saw it

ﬂymg ai'ounti. It' didn’t hit us right aWay.
CéLl ©)6) You saw it ﬂying"é

B LCPLL_QW I saw the A-10s above us.
COL!  m@©  BHow ma:uy were there;.?

LCPLL'Wt One that I saw. éame vin on my pos aud the traek we were loading up the
 casualties on. After they...the casualties that we were leadjng up were from the A-10. Tﬁey’
came in three times. I'm not sure what time it hit us, but it came in three times. With the gun
three times 30 millimeter. Ihit the deck perpendicular to the strafing fire. 1 sew rounds walk up

_to Marmes in my squad and then cross the track I know one of them was h1t nght away. The
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‘, other one I could tell cause hevv'vas moving his'legs. Cpl ®)©hcalled. As Cplf ®)©) kwas laying

_on the deck, I wanted to make sure he was alright. I gotup. After rounds had impacted to my

4

left and to my right, I'd ,gt)tten up. Some other Marines were helping Cpl! (5)6) Isaw blood._
comitlg frolﬁ LCplt _;(E)(é)_ ; » I went over to him and‘ (b)(6) o »
0 (b)(6) ] 'S_o we loaded up Cpt(b)(e) and aswe Weré :
3 loadin'g. up LCpl (b)(; ', he came in at least another one or two times. So it was three or four
' timeé 1t came in on us, with the gun. Finally got them loaded up and sent them back to the
casualty collection point. The only oﬁe from my piatoon, beside myself north of the bridge 'were
Lt ®)6)_ my platdo;t ct)mmgnder,- and mYself. We Iinked uﬁ with second platoon who was
- :hoidjng pos there, also holding security 'accordivng to plan to the west and the north. We punched
_‘~th‘e1_n out. Lt (b)(®) tot>k command of the only radio unit out there, cause his had been, ouré had
been desttoyed.' He called off the air. But before that had happened, it came in on our pos at
k léast two more times, two more times with the gun. I don’t know if any casualties were taken,
“from those iaSt two times, but there waé a track leﬁvthere, and I think lthat’s whatit was firing oﬁ,
" ‘but there was nobody inside the track, except a KIA, Cpl (b)®) I believe he was already
dead at the time. After we célled off the air, we called the support and a tank céme up to Support
our pos. IThad to run and sgather a ilhimination‘, pyro to signal, to mark ourpos. A tank rolled
' bup. We secured the pos. We Began picking up the...
._COL> (b?(G) _ In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct
tl‘lat you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permissibﬁ or until the

| ,feport has been officially released to' the public. Do you understand?
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LCPL )6 Yes, Sir. S'if, I think theré"’s-one‘m'ore' thing I thmk you shduld'know. I gﬁess
. Iwastold the_ré was an order that came down, whilé we were in the tracks, I don’f know when it
happened, but the order was (b)(1)1.4a fI didn’t know if you _

" knew about that.

col oo } Yes. Thank you very much.

-
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Intervww with LCpl] (b)(6)
12 Aprll 2003, 21:30

'COL (b)(6)v Please state your name, rank, social security number and your billet.
LCPL _ ®© |Lance Corporal ©)®) XX-XX-XXXX, Machine Gumner,

C Company, 1% Battalion, 2™ Marines.

COI.:,' (b)(6) } My name is Colonel  (®) rand under tlre direction of the board

| president, Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins, vre’re invesﬁgaﬁng a friendly fire incident
that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. This mvest1gat10n, conducted under
DOD Instructlon 6055. 7 is separate and apart from any other investigation that may have been
conducted concerning this incident. The: purpose of this mvestlgatlon isto produce a pubhcly
releas_able report on the facts and cucumstances surroundmg this incident and gather and
preserve evidence for use in claims, litigation, discipli_néry actions, adverse admjnistraﬁve

- proceedings and for all other purposes. Your sworn testimouy to me may be used for any proper 1 -
t ‘purpose and may be released to tlre public. Addition'aﬁy, the cham of command will revievu the
~ final report. Do you understand whet I have just read to you? |

p—

LCPL| 6 [es, Slr

COIA (b)(6) b_Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness .
in this friendly fire irrvesﬁgaﬁon and acknowledge that no promise of conﬁdentiality has been’ |

extended to you?
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LCPL] ®© Yes, Sir.

- COL! ®® PDo you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in

the matter now under investigation shal_i be the truth and nothing but the truth, S0 heIp ‘you God?
LcpL] ©©  |es, sir.

COL (b)) } Would you pleaée relay to me, as I spoke to you earlier, where you were

- relative to the friendly fire incident, when you crossed over the bridge in An Nasiriyah?

- LCPL | b)E)  We got hit by an RPG. Iwas 1n track 211, Charlie 211. through the
city and gét on the outside of it and we jumped out and gof on the west side of the road. I could
see, when we got to the Berm on the side of the i'oad, Isaw the_ A-10 fly over going east' to‘west.
We had some contact with the enemy . - and looked over again and my squad -lg-ader'
Cpl ®)® _spulled me down and I .léoked up above him and I could see and A-10 that was
icylropping flares and stuff. We crossed over a ditch oﬁ the other.side andﬁbounded north towards
. ﬂrst squad. Went back acrosé the ditch. There’s a track getting ready to go. Right before we got |
onthe track, they told us to get down on the deck arid T could hear the gun go off in the sky. I
sounded like a going off or a bad-ass biender. Everything just lit up all around me.
LCpl ()® and LCpl ®)©) }gﬁt hit, to my direct right. They couldn’t have been more than a foot |
. | away from iné. The guy from my gun team got hit by-shrapnel onmy left. That was pretty

much it, that was the extent that I had with the A—iO_. .

- COL (b)(1)1.4a
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: L.CPL‘ (b)(6) ’Whén we just got off the track and T couldn’t see if there was a missile going-

off or if there were flares coming off the back of it.

coL{ ®©)  pIn closing, I want to remind you that this is an official inter\}iew and direct
~ that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the

repbrt' has beeh officially released to the public.. Do you understand?

- LeeL| oo 'Yes,-SiI.,
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Tnterview with ©)6) I”
12 April 2003, ZTTIZL

COL (b)(6) PGo ahead and state your Iiame, rank, social security number and your billet.

LCPL () 7 " My name is Lance. Corporal‘ 06 'Vly social security number is XXX-XX-

- XXXX. I’'m a Sawgunner for 1/2 Charlie, 3_rd Platoon,.?,rd Squad.

COL ®® ) MynameisColonel ©0  ind under the direcﬁon of the board -
| president, Brigadier Geﬁeral William F. Hodgkins, we’re investigating a'friend'ly fire incident -
- that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq. | Th1s investigation, conducted under
: DOD Instruction 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other inve;stigation which ma'y have been
- conducted concgrm'ng this incident. The purpose qf this invé:st_iga;tion is to produce a publicly
~ releasable report onv the facts and circumsfaﬁdes sufrounding vthis incident and gather and -
preserve evidence for use in cla.‘in:is, litigation, disciplinary actions, adverse administrative
proéeedings and for all othef pu.rposes.. Your swom: testimony to me may be used for any proper'
' Npurpose é.nd may be released to the public. Additionally, the chain of command will reviéw the
final report. Do you understand what I have just read to you? |

——

LCPL ®© | Yes, Ido, Sir.

Ccou 6 'Finally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a witness
in this friendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has been.
extended to you?
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LCPL  ®® !Yes, Ido, Sir.

CQL‘ e Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give in . |

: " the matter now under investigation shall be the truth and nothihg but the truth, so help you God?
LepL! ®©  yes, Ido, Sir.

COL (b)(6) 'Go 'ahead, and relate to me the events that happened, where you were as

. your cbmpany crossed the nogthem_bri&ge, évents that you saw relative to the ﬁ'_iencﬂy fire.
LCPL () 'My track was hit,: Ibelieve by mortars.
- COL (b)(6) ) Which track were you on?

LCPL/ (m _I4was on, I believe, the ﬁrgt track. Ac;tually we had the problem. .alot of o‘inj
" “tracks went down. There‘wer_e tvs)o squadé m our track. That only leﬁ.us_-witvh two tracks going o
in. It was the first squad and third squad. After we were hit by an AT4 .APG, our track caught

on fire. The track split up and myself and ébout ten other Marmes including Lt (0)(6)  We wenf
i over on the ot_he'r's_ide of tﬁe road, on the left side of the road. Mortars kept hitting. Our track.,.
cémpletely destroyed our track and we all heard this buzzing sound: I'd never heard it before in
my life. ...ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiinin. That’s basic'élly what it sounded like. And everyone was asking
what the héﬂ is that? Someone says, an aircraft. Once we héd, those mortars started adjusting
on us ..we moved down fhe-ro’ad_, across the v‘road to get in the trac;l{ It had the woﬁndéd init, we

heard that funny noise in the sky again and next thing you know there was sand, metal, ()© ust
| : ‘ UNCLASSIFIED :
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sprayi‘ng‘all over me. My buddy,LCpl (b.)(6)~ got»hit in the chestf B (b)(6)
| (b)(6) ,A-no'ther fire team leader Cpl (?)(6)1 ..There’s a lot of rumors that he got shot three times,
| IA don’t think he’s be ahfe to Withstahd a shot like that three times in h1s leg. He probably got”
| shrapnel. His leg was, (b)(6) ___'1 got shrapnel in my face, e.nd ahjno‘st get my two
ﬁnge'rs. hnoeke& of’r‘. I had shrapnel all rlown my arm. When it came down and hit us, I don’t
- kmow what haprrened; All Tknow is there was a lot ef dust. The trach Was, ...you can hearall
‘the metal bemg h1t And once we finally got mto the track. We dldn’t know who all had been
hit until the bodies were getting picked up. (b)(_6) was dead, (b)(e) was pretty bad. I was alright.

* Once our track gethitagein. We had got h1t by a mortar, then we heard that noise in the sky. |
- Apparently it was an A-liO.. .that same rroise that we heard when we got hit before. We heard
| that about twice. Once our track was hit twice by mortars we got out, cleared out two buﬂdmgs |
“and from there we heard that noise in the sky four or five more times, whjle we were clearing out

_ those bulldmgs. We were in that 'bulldmg probably an hour and a half.
COL (6  [Where was the building located?

LCPL1 (b)(6) .II don’t know, Sir. Iwas in the back of the track. The back hatch was open but .
I can’t remember which direction we were going. All I .knovs.r is we were .getting hit pretty hard
What appeared to. be an A-10. AllT know is our track was getting hit pretty hard‘by numerous
types of weapons. As far as how many times I heard that buzzing sound in the air, eight times,

nine times, that I can remember. -

COL« (0)(6) » Do you know the direeti_on that the aircraft was flying? Did you see the

‘ aircraft at all? . - i
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. LCPL (b)(6) 7 Inever got eyes-on. 'I believé, Idon’t khow exactly Whieh direction. We were
headmg north and I beheve once we crossed the road, right here The A—IO when it had hit -

myself, LCp{ ®)©) land Cpl (0)(6) }] had the i 1mpres31on it was coming in north at. that tlme
coL!' ®® »From the north?

LCPL (b)(6) ] It was headmg north L1ke 1 said, I never saw. I never got eyes-on. The

- direction my body ﬂew I felt the pressure..
COL' ®)© B You were outside when this happened?
~ LCPL  ®©)®) | That’s right. I was getting ready to get in. Mybuddy, ()6 w~as going
»where I was, and he got hit before he was able to go in, and my body shifted in the north
dlrecuon that’s why I’m saymg |
COL (b)(6) i And  (0)6) was killed?
LCPLY\ ®© 'Yes, Sir, he was. Hopefully he was killed instantly.

"COL @  »And Cpl!b)e)

B i . R : . - . ..
LCPLL(b)(G) He got hit in the leg. There’s a lot of rumors about how many times, and like

 that, (b)(6) : o
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.COL  m© (b)(L)L4a

LCPL{ ®© ) No. Tknow one of the Marines in the weapons platoon. He has an A-10

round.-

'_COLJ ~©©__ Prve got one.

‘LcpL! ®©® ! ... .abletotell...not audible
COL‘ (b)(6) B In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct
. that you not discuss-your testimdny w1th anyone without the board’s permissioi_l or until the

' reporf has been officially released to the public. Do you understand?

LcpL| ©© |yes,Sir.
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| - Phone Interviewconducted withSgt.  ®©  JSMCon 7 April 03

.

- ..On 7 April I contacted Sgt. ~ (©)(®) ISMC t6 conduct a phone interview. Sgt (1)) was
- wounded in An Nasiriyha Iraq on 23 March 03. He is presently at Bethesda Naval Hospital

undergoing treatment for i mJunes received during the battle. After reading Sgt. () he Boards

~ opening statement and giving him the Oath Sgt. ()() I)rowded the following veroar westimony.

- At 1000Z 23 March 03 S gt. (b)(6) was in the back of the lead AAV crossing the northern bridge

over the Saddam Canal in An Nasiriyah Iraq. His Platoon Commander was in the track with him.
While crossing the bridge his AAV yvas struck by an RPG and 4 Marines inside the track were

~injured. Sgt. ®® Cpl, ®© Col. ()e ,andPvt  ()6)  All of these Marines

_ received wounds to their legs. Cpl. (M6) [egwas bleedmg profusely and Sgt (b)(6) Assisted

_ Cpl ()e) inapplyinga tourniquet. The . The AAV was filled with black smoke and Sgt (0)6) had '

difficulty seeing. The AAV came to a stop the back ramp came down and a corpsman assisted
the 4 wounded Marines into 1*'Sgt! ®)6) 's AAV which was the MEDEVAC AAV. The

. Marines inside this AAV heard shrapnel hitting around them but were not aware of what they

were being engaged by. The MEDEVAC AAV was subsequently disabled and the wounded
Marines were moved to another AAV located nearby that was in a ditch off of the road to the

" south. The driver of this AAV could not get it started. Cpl * (b)(6) stated at this time that the track.

was being engaged by A-10 fire and that it looked like ﬁreworks going off. Sgt. (b)6) closed
the door to the AAV and the Marines waited until the firing stopped. When the fifing stopped -
another AAV pulled up and Cpl. (b)) and Cpl.‘ (b)) jumped on it and it moved off. Sgt..

(b)) yelled for them to stop but they did not hear him. The. Compames Commander arrived at
that ume and directed Sgt. l (0)6) and Pvt. (b)6) 'to follow him to the north side of the road

‘against the berm. The Commander helped Pvt  (0)(©)  across the road, There were 10-15

Marines laying against the berm on the north side of the road. Sgt. | ®© yyas approximately 5
feet away from the nearest Marine, the Company Commander. Pvt, (0)(6) yelled watch out,
Sgt. ()6 turned to look up at the sky and saw an A-10 and a 30MM round coming right at

“him. Sgt. (1)) rolled and the round skipped off of him as it struck him. All of the other
" Marines were unhurt by this engagement. A corpsman immediately came to Sgt  (b)(6)

assistance and apphed 2 anti-coagulation packs to his wound. GvSet..  (0)6) arrived and
asked if anyone had aj (b)(1)1.4a . (b)(1)1.4a is the' A-
10 was about to make momeboay said that the A-1VU Naa a1verieyu auu was going
away. The corpsman also hada (b)(1)1.4a th_at he was waving at the A-10. Sgt. (v)6) did not
see this because he was lying on h at the time. During this a Marine behind him had

. gotten a hold of a radio and was yelling in to it to stop the air. Sgt. (b)) was then loaded into

the back of an AAV with other wounded Marines. Marine Corps tanks arrived on scene and all
firing stopped. Sgt (b)) Was moved to a casualty collection pomt and shortly after Marine

‘Corps hehoopters arnved to MEDEVAC the wounded.
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Interview with Lt Col | (b)(6) 7

COL.«‘ | (b)r(;;m ’My name is. Col kb)(6) Under the direetion of the board pfesident,

Brigadier General William F. Hodgkms we are mvesugatmg a fmendly fire incident that
occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasmyah, Iraq. Th1s mveshgatlon conducted under DOD

'V Instruetion 6055.7 is separate and. apart from any other mvestlgatlon that may have been

| conduc_ted concerning this mcldent The purpose. of th1s investigation is to produce a publicly
relea.sabie report on the facts and circumstances'eurroundiﬁg this incident, and gather and
preserve evidenee for use in claime, litigation, discipliﬁary'actidné, adverse admjnisfrative |
proceedings, and for all other purposes. Your swem testimony to me may be’ used fo; any proper

. purpose and may be released to the public. Addiﬁonéﬁy the cham of command will reﬁew the

final repert. Do you understand what I have just read to you?

" LTCOL ) Yes, I do.

| ) COL (b)(6) Fmally, do you also understand that you are bemg mterv1ewed asa w1tness
in thls ﬁlendly fire mvestlgatlon and acknowledge that no promlse of confidentiality has been

extended to you?

ILTCOL ®®  Yes, Sir. 1do.
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| con (b)(6) Please state your name, your soéial secuﬁty number and your billet for the
,record.
LT COI (b)(6) Lieufenant Colonel (b)(6) dmmanding Officer, Marine

: nght Attack Helicopter Squadron 269, XXX XX-XXXX.

COL o LtCol ()6 ° do yousolemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are
about to give in the matter now under investigation shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth,

so help you God?

'LTCOL ®®  Ido,Sir.
COL (b)(6) if you could relate to me the incidents that transpired up in
An Nasiriyah, Iraq on the 23™ of March? I understaﬁd that you made two or three sorties during
the day in support of 1 Battalion, 2* Marines?

LT COI_ (b)(6) That is correct, Slr We took off from USS Salpan I Want to say, :

probably 0500 that mornmg Had very httle mtelhgence on where the fight was. We knew that

the . - ' __Wwas open.. We made our way north. Hit the FARP for fuel. Got out

-on the MSR, found the nearest convoy, started headmg north with the convoys till we found
smoke and that smoke was comihg from the vicinity of An Nasiriyah. At that point, it was ‘

probably Team Mech, since I saw mostly AAVs with a few tanks .on the outskirts of the city.
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- There was a fight at 3 267 Viper, Cobras working the target area engaging tanks, oil tanks on the

. south side’o_f the road.
COL o  And the oil tanks were m the vicinity of..

LTCOL  ®® South of the south canal, where the road bends going into An Nasiriyah.
AAVs were spreéd across here. The three 267 airplanes weré WOrking this side of the road. We

~ held till they bingoed off. We came in...
COL OO And that’s south of the railroad bridge about...?

‘LT COL (b)(6) Abqut two kilqﬁ:wters._ We engaged numerous targets on the MSR,
50’s, in this industrial coﬁpiex, itwasa trge]jne,- multiple vehicles in there. We
started engaging multiple vehicles in there.v We started engaging vehicles in there. We’re taking
smaﬂ ax;ms fire, we took a manpad? AShot out of there. At that boinf we Wéi'e Winchester and we
. bingoed back. A ﬂig_ht of F-18s had also i)reviously 167 or was it 267 Cob_ras been dropping on

ﬂ]JS road.
COL  ®®  And thisis all in the vicinity of the railroad bridge?

LT:COL (b)(6) Correct. Ithen went back to Jalibah, returned on station probably an hour

and 15 to an hour and 20 minutes later, due to the volume of ailjcraﬁ that were trying to be
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serviced there We came back up and we had five total a1rp1anes up there that day. T believe it

- was  Capt (b)(6) and his wingman workmg up in this v10m1ty

. COL  ®©  And that grid is around?

LT COL ()(6) About_ the 225:..25. And by this point 1/ 2 had pushed across the

| southern bridge and had a foothold in An Nasmyah.
COL 0@  Did you see vehicles cross the southern bridge?

LT COLﬁ ‘ tb)tG) I never .saw. a vehic_ie across the hridge on Ambush Alley. We dida
| ) battlefield handever with him. He it out pf there. We took over for him and
started pushihg our way north across the southern _eanal. We noticed nuxher‘ous'. .Where would
~ that be...right here. There was a battery'of Z-20s right here, and there was a truck with a triple A

piecein it.
COL  ®®  Andthat’s...?

LT COL (0)6) Again, about 226 323. We reported that to the FAC. Asked for
- permission to engage. He said that he could not see us and he wés north of the bridge, so he

cleared us.. .actually he did not clear ué for Type 3 control that he’d have to work on getting us

a . clearanceto . those targets So we flew up to the triple. A pieces, there s a big date grove

over here I nouced that there were children playing on the Z-20s? so we made the de01s1on that
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we weren’t going to engage, one way or the other because of the kids were on the artillery

.. pieces. .

CAPT  ®® Sir, do you remember the Ground FAC’s callsign?

LT COL (b)(6) I do not. Over here we were working with‘MOUTH,- but when we got up

kere...
: COL (b)(6) At the railroad bridge you were working with MOUTH?

- LT COL (b)(6) ) Yes, Sir. Once they crossed thé canél, he was. real busy doiné 6ther :

| -things. It did nbt sound to me like he was engaging a lot of -target.s.t Their priniqry concem at

that point was they had pushed,,probably, a company with af leasf four tanks onto this road and
their'inteﬁt was fo bypass the eaétem side of the toWn and grab the bridge. All those tanks and a
couple of tracks got stuck right here. ..really this is a sewage treatment plant...and they got stuck

4 in the sh.. Jiterally the shit ﬁght here.
COL (b)(6) .218 35...

LT COL (b)(6) 354. So he was obvioﬁsly Very concemed with the secuﬁty of thosé :
vehicles. We pushed hqrth of the south canal and basically for the ﬁext 45 minutes, we provided
security for those vehicles. Several times made high speed runs over the top of thém, just trymg _

to keep anybody ;that might give them the bum’s rush back with noise. Hauled out in this area
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where we kept receiving triple A fire and flak bursts, probabiy 37 millimeter and possibly 57

millimeter. They were prefty big bursts.

'COL (b)(6) )Could you see where they were coming from?

LTCOL 0)6) We never saw the origin of the fire. We kept our speed up.” We kept

' bumpmg around and just about everywhere we went we got shot at.

COL! (5)(6) ) And that was to the east of...about 3 clicks, 4 clicks to tﬁe eé.st of the

- bogged down vehicles. | | |

LT COL ®)©) 'hat is cbrrect. About this time, and I can’t be posiﬁve it Was the second
. sprﬁe or the thlrd _sortié, I could see smoke from up north and I heard the GYRATE flight on the
TAD frequency. And he was feporting numerous armored vehicles and other targ.ets‘north of the
‘ \’i‘, which is here. And I'believe' he was working...It looked to me like it was probably three or
four miles up north. ..north of the north canal. But that’s j,usf, you ];now, we never stopped. I
jﬁst saw the smoke and I heard him fepofting,-_ and I did hear tﬁe FAC reporting fhat hé was
cleared Type 3 control on those targets. And I heard him make numerous runs callihg in with the
direction of attack commg off and reporting secondanes At that pomt Capt (6)(6)

showed back up. We d1d another relief in place with him. Kept reportmg ‘back into the FAC that
his boys were OK over .here, stuck in the mud. Told him where we were getting fire from.

_Thére were several buildin.gs' over here that we were taking small arms fire from. You could see
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" them shooting out the windows. We c'hose not to address those targets because there were...I

, mean, they were civilian buildings and the small arms fire wasn’t having a great effeet..
COL  ®® And that’s about the 244 3507

LT COL o6 ‘hat-’s correct. 'O.hvio'uslyrthe FAC...we reported that to the FAC. The _
- FAC ceuldn’t see us so he could not clear us hot. So we just decided, basically, to keep moving
" and keep away from the areas of knowh fire. Did a turnover with Capi‘ (b)(6) I’m not |
sure if I came back up again, or not, qulte honestly, but I logged ten hours of ﬂlght time that day,
S0 Ithmk there was time for me to come back out there again.- Nothing else happened that T was
aware of. They were just getting established on this side, north of the bridge'. They were not...I
| d1d not hear any reports of th_ene taking fire, or they had no work for us at that time, other than |
secuhity on those stuck v_ehicles. At that point, I §vanted all the sqﬁadron4 alrcraﬁ to return to
J alihah, and shut down, because it didn’t seenilﬁke there was a hig fight going oh up there, and I
.was sure that some of our aircraft were probably battle damaged and I wahfed to look them over,
- and the pilots Were tired. Iknew that Capt] (b)(6) was coming back up. He d1d We went
| back te Jalibah, shut down and he showed up about an ho‘u:r;and a half later, ‘and told me at that
point that 1/2 had heen ambushed up here and lost three tracks and had a bunch of
COL  ®)® | Can we go back to the A-10, the A-10 conversatlon that you heard? The A— "

10 conversatlon between MOUTH or the FAC and the A-10?
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LT COL (b)(®) I cannot confirm that MOUTH was the FAC that was controlling them;
the callsign. But yes, I heafd GYRATE ﬂ_i‘ght calling targets ‘nOrth of the north canal. He was
- describing the targets to the FAC. The FAC said Roger, that. We’ve got intel that there’s targets

up there,' youw’re cleared Type 3 control,
COL" (b)(6) ‘ Do you remember the types of descriptions he gave of the vehiclés?

LT COL b)6) Armored vehicles along the' MSR, and that’s about the extent of it. And
that’s really all the FAC needed. He said I’ve got anﬁored vehicles moving north of the north -~

. canal I don’t recall which way the vehicles were moving.
COL | (b)(6)  About how long...do you knowva’bout how long the A-10s engaged?

LT. COL, (b)(6) It seemed to me that 1t was a period of at least, probably 15 minutes.
Poss1b1y longer. Agam, trymg to recollect somefhmg over a month ago. But he was. workmg
B those targets for qmte a while and I saw at least three clouds of black smoke coming from the
“area he was working.

- CAPT (b)(6) ‘When you were taking the triple A fires, did you mention that to the

Ground FAC?

LTCOL ®®  Yes.
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CAPT! (b)) } Did you happen to hear if GYRATE flight was taking any triple A?

LT COL (b)(6) I did not. I don’t recall him saying he was taking fire. I was loolcing for
him. Inever saw him. Inever went out to the block he was working, but I don’t think he was

coming low.”

COL (b)(6) Did you hear the FAC tell GYRATE flight to cease fire? _

V LT COL (6; N No. At no time did I ever hear anything that remotely sounded like he,
 was engaging friendly'_forces. It was absolutely no Blue on Blue or cease fire or anything like
fhat; In fact, I only found out about this about two Weéks ago. That what happened up there was

- possible a Blue on Blue. Because none of us had any suspicion.

CAP1 (b)(6) Sir, at any of the time you looked up in there, see, (b)(1)1.4a
(b)(1)1.4a
LTCOL  ®®) No. It was too far away and there was date groves in here. We were

opefaﬁng right on the treetops and there was no Way.. I couldn’t even see up to this bridge. The
furthest we got up was probany 36 northjn'g here. We just,b basically, kept jumping around all
over in here, énd about every 15 minutes, 10 minutes pop over these guys and make sure theyA

were OK.

cor (b)(6) The...what running heédings were the A-10s using that you observed?
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) LT COL  ®® : Sir,I don’t remember. I'want to‘say. ..but I can’t be sure.. I want to say.
east to west.
CAPT (B)(6) /And just for the record, could you clarify...you mentioned a T in the

canal just to have on the record, where you were talking about...

LTCOL ®®  TheT,became known as the T, basically the where 225409.
'CAPT (b)(6) The canal, being the northern canal.

- LT COIL (b)(6) Located genérally at 223348 at the bridge, and it was all on this ea_.stém

' MSR, was where all the action was.

COL (0)6)  When you reported that you were taking triple A, was that the same time

" that GYRATE flight was engaging? Was that prior...or...?

LT COL | (b){ﬁ) Multiple times. We got. eng'ai_g_ed ﬁiultiple times out there, and each time
“we got lit up we’d call the FAC and tell him, and basically, tell him we’re moving, because‘wé
 were seeing air bursts, but we couldn’t see \;vhere the source of ;the.ﬁre was coming, and I was
obviously very concerned wé were going to close on this guy and catch one. I don’tremember
time _rélation“to the A-10 attack. I jus;c don’t femémber. Talso don’t reﬁember what TAD ne'_c'it

was.
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. CAPT (b)(6) Sir, at any time did you happen to say that yoﬁ- were. goin_g to suppress

some of the triple A?

LT COI (b)(6) No. If we could have found fhem,' we would have suppressed. But we
_iiever saw the muzzle flash. 'All we saw w_ére the air bursts, other than the small arms fire that I
could see the muzzle flashes on those guys but again, it was a three story apartment cpr_hplex. I

~ was not going to engage those targets.
coL (b)(6) In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and not to
"discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permissionbr until the report has been

. bfﬁcia]ly,released to the puﬁlic. Do you understand?

CLTCOL ®®  Ido.
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Tnterview with Cobra pilots

Captain| b(6)
1Lt b(6)
COL b(6) If you would please both state your name, rank, social security number,
squadron.
CAPT b(6) Captéipl b(6) ' XXX-XX-XXXX, HMLA-269.
LT ®© First Licutenan ©)6) XXX-XX-XXXX, HMLA-269.

‘.COL (b)(6) My name is Colonel (bﬁ(ﬁ) end we're in the i)rocess of investigating -a

| friendly fire incident that happened in the vicinity of An Nasiriyah, Iraq oﬁ 23 Mﬁch' 2003. “The
board president is Brigadier General William F. Hodgkins. The,purp-ose of the investigation is -
'determjne fa(;ts and»circumstancés suﬁounding the incident and to gather aﬁd preééwe eﬁdence
for use in claims, litigation, disciplinary acﬁons, adverse administrative procéedings? and fof all

: other_ purposes. Itw111 bea pilblic record. I want you both to Uncierstand that there is no

. conﬁdentiaﬁty throughout this. Do you both swear‘ to tell the whole truth,'and nothing but the

-~ truth, so help you God?
CAPT  ®®  Yes, Sir.

LT e  Yes,Sir.

UNCLASSIFIED

o

K-17 .


standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED

standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


’j UNCLASSIFIEDF

COL: (b)(6) ‘What I’ d hke you to do .when you were out in An Nasmyah on the 23%,
relate tome the events durmg the second sort1e that transpired...where you operated what you
. saw, p'articularly focusing on the conversations you heard between the FAC, MOUTH and the A-

10s.

CAPT | (.b)(6) ' Yes, Slr The FAC said we got the call to pﬁsh up just north of the river
here." Set up overWatch position t’or the tanks we 'were under the control of MOUTH at that
tlme and that was our main objective basrcally, to assure the security of the M-1s. We set up in
this area, here in the brush area, keepmg up speed. Basically a three-ship at that time, 24 Co,
and myself. Myself being on the right flank, the skipper on the left flank and we had another

' Cobra in the back doing a lazy eight, to protect us, for general security. At that time, the.thnes
were hazy, I’m sure it was before noon. I saw the ﬂack I saw the tnple A, were going up. I
saw it onmy right flank. So, I’m on the right flank, and I’'m looking. It has to be somewhere

- north of where we’re at. About here.
' COL _(b)(ﬁ) | And you’re someplace over here?

‘ CAP'J‘ (b?(G) | Yes, Sir. We just...we Workedthis area and we bumped mross_me nver
| COL ©© And the grid is about zzo. .

LT ®©  Grid 220 345.

COLs (b)(6) 220 3457 . |
| ' UNCLASSIFIED
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. CAP'[ ) . Yes, Sir. At that point I could hear basic pieces of the conyefsation b'etWeeﬁ |
iMOAUTH 'and. the A-10. Iwas really concentrating on .obviously what was going on in oﬁ - '
' section. Iheard A-10 dcﬁng his run, setting up. MOUTH was ta]king to him. Theard him abort.-
) T looked over, I saw the black smo]i’e that’s characteristic of the tﬁple A At that point, I don’t

know if it was me or DASH 2»that'(.:ame. Ahd one aircraft droppéd one bomb. I éaw the smoke,

* .. the impacts.- The FAC said great hits. Go ahead and re-attack. At that point, I saw three more

hits in the general vicinity. He’s passing the BDA to h1m I don’t recall what it was.- At no time

© did I hear friendly fire, Blue on Blue or any visual signal for cease fire.
3 COL (b)(6) Did you hear the A-10 pilbts call AAA fire?

- CAP” ®)®  Yes, Sir. Theard him say they’re shooting and that was the reason Awhy,'th’e
abort, from my understanding 6f the radio ‘trafﬁc. Th‘e'y were shooting up. I never saw them
visually. Itried to'acquire them as much as I could, but again, I was moving myself, just to keep

- airépeed: on the aircraft.
COL (b)(6) P you have anything to add that you saw from your perspective?

. LT (b)(6) Vell, Sir, I didn’t actually see the A-10. T didn’t see them Wdrk around the area.” ‘. '
"1 can’treally say. We were pretty busy within our section.
COL  ®©  Tunderstand.
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LT ®6© I personélly recall there being some sort of friendly fire. Irecalla call being put .

out that.there was ﬁ‘i’endly ﬁre or possible friendly ﬁrg .tmd I_bélieve that was by the FAC
CAPT (?)(6) : 1 hearq that. >_ |
L’I | (bﬁ(é) We had no"visual .(‘)1‘1 any‘o_f that. It was quc Qf our area at .the ,time.

. COL 4 (b)(6) | Did yo@ hear the Qonveésations be_tween the FAC and the A-10?

LT () Idon’treallyrecall, Sir.

ii
COL 0)6) I know there was a lot going on. You guys . . Do you have
anything else then? |

LT ®® No,Sir.

COL (0)(6) In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and not to
discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s pérmission or until the report has been

officially released to the public. Do you understand?

CAPT

. oy Yes,Sir

LT ®© Yes, Sir.
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Interview with Major ~ ®@®  USA

| CAPT (b5(6) o Céptain (b)(6) with Major @)(6) | and Maj-or (b)(é)

'conc»;eming the 23"d March incident near An Nasiﬁifah,-kaq. | My name is Capt (E)(B)

Under the direction of the bdard pfésidéﬂt, Brigadier General William F Hodgkiné, we are

| investigating é ﬁieﬁdly fire incident that 0§curr¢d on 23 March 03 nea? An Nasiriyaﬁ, Traq. This
jﬁveétigation conducted under DQD Instruction 6055.7 is separate .and apéﬁ from any rother ‘_ :
invesﬁgaﬁan that may have_ been coﬁducfed »conce.fnjng this iﬁcident. The purpose of tlﬁs
_iﬁVesﬁgaﬁon is to produce a pﬁblicly releasable répprt on the facfsand cﬁcﬁﬁstances
surrounding thiéihcidént,' and géther énd 'pres.erve evidénc.e for use in ciaims, litigation,

| _disciplinary actibns, adverse administrative proceedingg,_ and for all other purposes. Your..-s'w-orn ‘
testimony to -mé may be used for any proper purpose and may be reléasedA to the public. o

A- Additionally the chain Aof éo@md will review the 'ﬁnai fepoi‘t. Do yoﬁ understand what T have'

justvread toyou?
 MA] 0 | Yes.

CAPT ®)©)  Finally, do you also ﬁndéfsfahd that you are being interviewed as a
witness in this friendly fire investigation and acknowiedge that nopi‘omisg df-conﬁdenﬁaﬁty has

been extended to you?

-MAJ (b)(6) Yes.
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. CAPT (b)(6) Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimoﬁy you are about to
- givein the matter now under investigation shall be the truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God? -

LA
€

}

MAJ (b)(6) . Yes.

' '-ACAPT (b)(6) 4 -Alﬂght,'S_ir, if you cbuld, for the'record, please state your name, rank,

unit and current job here?

MAJ‘ ®@©)  : Majoi (b)(6) United States Army, cuﬁenﬂy ground liaison officer

to the 332" AEW.

'CAP'I (b)(6) Your normal unit?

-

" MAJ (b)(6) 411™ Ground Liasion Attachﬁiént, Montana Army National Guard.

CAPT (0)6) }he purpose of callmg you in, we’re just tryiﬁg to get some clarification
on I guess the investigation into a potential, at that time, potential friendly fire incident from 23

‘March. We understand that you may have gotten a phone call from Maj (©)©) 1t day.
MAJ (b)(6) 1 persogally didn’t. I’ve heard rumors about this, but it could have been
_another incident, entirely. I hé.vé nothing specific on this incident. |
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'CAPT, (b)(®) ' OK. I guess we have no further questions for you.

MAJ (b)(6) ' Nothing in our records seems to indicate anything, either..

" CAPT (b)(6) Had any of the pilots approached you at all? ‘Did you have phone
conversations?
MAJ  ®®  Theard one conversation in Tallil which would have happened about a week: | ‘

and a half to two 'weeks after that ‘about a p'otential one. But it was referenced .originally it was
‘ called an A-lO one, but none of them had claimed to done it.. and that was apparently a Navy
'p1lot and it wason a supply convoy But agam that was rumor control, I have nothmg to verify

“it.

_V MAJ (b)(6) S1r do you know anybody else ths is Major (b)(6) Enyl)ody else who

Would have worked on the 23"1‘7 Capt (b)(6)
CMAJL ®© Y (b)) o Possibly SFC ()6) Heis withus.. Capt __ 06  to

. They went north somewhere. I’'m not really sure where. They should be back this
evening. You can probably talk to them tomorrow..

MAJT  ®©  Go ahead and spell that last name. |

MAJ (b)(6) () SFC, my NCO.
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- 'MAJ.  ©®6 Thank you.

CAPT (b)) ‘Those are all the questions we have. .

" MA]  ©®®  Notaproblem,Ijust, Iknow we got to make it quick.

CAPT (b)(®) , Just a real quick elosing. Twant to remind you that this is. an official o

- . interview anid niot to discuss your testimony with ahydne without the board’s permission or until

" thereport has been officially released to the public. Do you understnd? -

MAJ )6 OK.
.. CAPT (b)(6) . Thank you, Sn'

MA]  ®© ‘No problem. o IS
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Interv1ew with Capt (b)(6) | ,USA
125%™ Infantry Division , :
CFLCC C 3,332 AEW, GLO
2 May 2003
- Parties present: E o
~MAJ (b)(6) USAF
" CAPT (b)(6) TIQAFR -
(b)(8)
CAPT (b)(6) Thisis Capt  (o)e) withMaj ()6 the legal ad\)'isor to the

: ‘board, Capt Duckwor’th being fhe pilot member of the board. We’re wrth Capt» . T bye) the
ground hmson officer here at Al Jaber Air Base. My name 1s Capt! (b)(6) and under the
d1rect10n of the board president, Brigadier General William F. Hodgkms we’re mveshgatmg a
fnendly fire incident that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Nasiriyah, Iraq This mvcstrgatlon,
conducted under DOD Instructron 6055.7 is separate and apart from any other mv&stlgatron that
may have been conducted concerning this incident. The purpose of this mvesugatxon isto
“produce a pubhcly releasable report on the facts and cncumstances su.rroundmg this incident and
gather and preserve ev1dence for use in clalms, litigation, d1sc1p11nary actions, adverse
administrative proceedlngs and for all other purposes. Your sworn testimony to me may be used
for any proper purpose and may be released to the public. Additionally, the chain of command

will review the final report. ‘Do you understand what I have just read to you?

CA.PT (b)(6) Ido.
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' CAPT (b)(6) »Finali}, do you also undefstand that you are being interviewed as.a '
. witness in this friendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has

* been extended to you?
CAPT (0)©) Yes.
CAPT (b)(6) . Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to _

: -give in the matter now under invesﬁgatioh shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help

A ybu God?

- CAP 0)6) I do.
CAPT (b)(®) .1 guess really the big thing, we’re just trying to make sure we get on

record the conversation the pilots had with you épncerning the incident, or at the time, the Pop
- Go incident. 'And,,I understand .that.they had already spbken yvith Major | (®)®  but then fhey :
o follow‘cd up with you. Is that correct? | |
‘CAPT (b)(6) } 1 don’t know if they had talked with Maj ®©® or not. But,'they
didA éome to me dﬁring my Shlﬁ, and this is like shoftly after they had landed, ﬁut' I can',’t'tell you
the time difference between when they landed and came to me: They came to me shortly aﬁer
_ fhey landed asking abouf, “Hey, did you hear anythiﬁg about.somé sort of friendly fire incident
or anything ﬁke that?” At that time, T looked afc all my sources, which is like...the chat’rooms

that T have opened, any kind of email traffic, and then also any kind of significant ‘aétivity traffic.
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. that shows up also. I'had not either gotten a phone call, not seen anything on email, not seen

]

- anything on chat, not seen anything on significant activities, and those are all CFLCC sources,.

-not CENTAF or CFAC or anything. And, I'had not seen anything until they asked me about it,

o “Hey, have you heard anything, have you seen anything?” I, at that time had not seen or heard

“anything. So, I'went to check those sources again. Isaid, “No. There’s nothing indicating that

there’d been anything that was being reported'j’ So I told them, “No. Thaven’t heard anything”

. And, they as,kedi me, “Would ycju have heérd anything?” And I said, “Well, if something had

' ‘happened, yoﬁ know...we, i.e. either us at the GLO or us as the wing would have heard

' sométhing_.” And, I said, quote, unquote, “Before you would’ve landed, we would have heard

- something,” And, because of that, also, I kept an eye out for énything over the nextrfe‘wdays.

You kﬁOw,, like on the STTREPs 24 hour SITREPS that camebu,t,' things like that, to see if -

‘ anything showed up. ButI never saw anything, any menﬁon_, anyteference to any kind of

fratricide inc-ident,v any kind of large one in that vicinity.

| CAPT (b)(6)

" fratricide incidents? ',

- CAPT (6)(6)

 CAPT (9)(6; |
CAPT‘ (©)(6)

Had you heard about, like later on, had you heard about any other of the

Yeah.

How fast did that information get to you?

. Oh, boy...
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3 CAPI (b)(6) That you can remember.

b‘ CAPT | (b)(6) | Yéah, yeah...A lot of them ended up coming through.. . .ﬁrsf, I'would
heéf about the other fratricides and it would be on the chat room, the mis;ion director list we
were 'réviewiﬁg. 'There would be vsomeiv:h'iIAlg oﬁ there saying, you know, like: we have a_r'eport of
| this hap_pening, and_then shbrﬁy aﬁer that, and I would sz& within hoﬁ'rs, not like-a few, but"

~ within like maybe max a couple of hours, I would see something across my channels from the

CFLCC mentioning a fratricide incident. R

CAPT 0)6) So, within two hours, the mission director maybe catching wind of it,

you would hear something from the CFLCC channel?

CAPT 06 Yeah. That would be fair to -Say, within two hours, sometimes shorter,

sometimes maybe a little bit longer than that. So, I would get sbmet]ﬁng through my channels,

~ also shortly after the mission director, saying something to that effect also. .

CAPT (b)(6) The pilots.are on...in this case...did they come back to you after thatto -
check up on it? |
CAPT (0)6) " Yeah. AfterI told them that T hadn’t seen anything. idid not hear

from them. You know...it was...a...I didn’t see anythjng else onit. So, it became anon-issue.
Then after a...I’d say-a couple. of wéeks, they came back to me asking specifically for the .

SITREPS that we were coveriﬁg that day and then a couple of subsequent days, to find out if
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énything,was going on becaus;’ by fhat time, ’éhey Were _telling’ine thaf, '.“HOK. Well people are |
. looking info it again.” The word was coming through, as far as I know, Air Force channels, |
‘becéuse I had not heard anything thr‘ouéh Army channels, abqut it Being an issue, that people

were co;lsidgﬂng it as if it were a Blue on Blu_e engagement. Like I said, £hey.were co:ﬁjhg back
to me and they were asking me, “Hey, can we héve. ..Do you ﬁave any kmd éf docﬁmentétion

" that covers that ﬁmg period, that we can use to look in to sée if there’s any reference to any'kind .‘
of Blue on Blue éngagemeht?” So, I gave that to them. ‘I printed out the STTREPS startmg on -

' the day of and then several days after that. I gave that to Lt ...Intel, ©)©) the Intel guy. |
~ CAPT (b)(6)
' CAPT (b)(6) { (b)(6) ..There you go (b)(é) He did tell me he looked

- through them. I did know to what detail he read them or anything, like that, but that there was

-ndthing in there. 1 personaﬂy did not reﬁew the SITREPS again, ‘provided to theni,

and that was the end of it.
CAPT (b)(6) OK. And that’s the last you had heard about it until...?
" CAP1 (b)(6) Yeah, and that was it until, ybu know...you gentlemen came and asked

me about it also, there was an actual getting into an investigation. That’s the next thing I found

. out about it.

CAPT (0)6) Maj ()6 do you have any follow up questions?
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MAX (b)(6) B I have a couple L don t think we went on tape formally to.. Would you

state your name rank, spell your last name so that we know how to spell

.CAPT (b)(6) OK, yea_h. My name is (b)(6) t Captain, Aviation,

United States Army.
MAJ (b)(6) “And what unit are you assigned with?

CAPT A (b)(6) I’'m currently assigned_ofﬁcially to the 25™ Infantry Division in
, Sc]i_oﬁeld Barracks, Hawaii, and I'm over here tasked out as an individual augmentee to the

~ CFLCC C-3, and then given to the 332 552 ground liaison officer.

MAJ (b)(6) And, you had also stated your shift. What was your shift on that day, when |

the pilots came in?

CAPT, (0)(6) Oh boy, myself and two other GLOs rotated shifts as the need was
made. Usually, I have to be like 6 o’clock in the morning to about 1 o’élock in the afternoon
shift. So, it would have been like 5 or 6 o’clock in the mo_nﬁng to like around 1 o’clock in the

- afternoon, ,énd ‘ . IfI remember it correctly, and I...this is not 100% that came.

- by in the morning. Iknow it was daytime when they stopped by. It was not during the nighttime

shift.
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 MAJ  ®®  Bythey, you mean both the pilots showed up?
CAPT (b)(6) I don’t know for sure, not 100% sure if itvwa.s both pilots or just one.
- MAJ (b)(6) 'That’s all I have.

CAP1 (b)) - Before closing remarks, we many come back with more questions at
* another time. In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official interview and direct that
. _ : ' :

' ‘you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s permission or until the report

“has been officially released. to the public. Do you understand? -

- CAP1 (b)(6) Yes, Sir.
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Interview with 2Lt (b)(6)

332 EFS, Sandy Intelligence.
.2 May 2003 '
Parties present: I
MAJ (b)(6)
 CAPT 0)E)
(b)(6)
CAPT (0)6) Members of'this interview, Capt. (b)(6) pilot advisor to the

| Board‘,-»and Maj () ‘egal advis’o.rvto the board, and Lt | ©)©  one of the intelligence

| officers here on base. My ﬁame is Capf (b)(6) nd under the di_rection of the board
president, Brigadier Genefa.l William F. Hodgkins, We’-re investigating a friendly fire incident
that occurred on 23 March 03 near An Naéiriyah; Iraq. This investigation, conducted under

" DOD Instr_uction 6055,7 is separate and apart from any other._inves‘tigation that may have been

~ conducted coﬁc_ernilig this incident. The pﬁrpose of ﬁs investigatién is to produce a publicly

releasable report on the facté and circumstances sun-'ounding this fncident and gather and

preserve evidence for use in claims, ]itigation,vdi.s'ciplinary actions, adflerse administrative

’ ‘.i)foceedjngs and for all ofher p@oses. _Youi' sworn testimony to me may be used for any .proper'

purpose and may be released to the public. Additioria]ly,_ the chaiﬁ of command will.-'revic_aw the_

final ‘re.port. Do you understand what I have just read to you? |

2LT ®®) Ido.
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CAPT' (B)(6) Fmally, do you also understand that you are being interviewed as a
_ Wimess in this friendly fire investigation and acknowledge that no promise of confidentiality has

been extended to you?
oL ®© Yes.

CAPT! (b)(6) Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to

give in the mafter' now under investigation'_shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help

. you God?

2LT ) |Ido.

CAP,TJ 7 ®6E) 'If you could, please, just state your name, rank, and your unit.

2LT_©© | 2Lt] ©© Jnd deployed unit 332 EFS, Sandy Intel, original unit from the

 states is 172 Fighter Squadron, Battle Creek, Michigan.
- CAPT, (b)(6) l And what’s your job here at Al Jabef?
. 2LT ()6 ’nte]ligence Officer.

CAPT ®)@© | Working under the wing, or for the squadron?
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2LT! (0)E) Work]'ng for the équadron, :

A\

CAPTH (b)(6) MReaI quick, could you just walk us through a typical pilot intetview, and

what...I’ve also brought the copy of the debrief form that you handed me the other day.

2LT‘—_(5(*6)—5Typica]ly what we do is the pﬂot comes in aftgr he’s done ﬂymg ..comes into t].ne‘

| Air Field Management ltraﬂer' where debrief is taking place, and they come intovtliae Building ‘and |
we ask them to sit.déwn or wbﬁld you like water? Anc'i~we‘ start the débrief, I have a debrief
férm, and I ask them their call sign, mission number, mission type, and ﬁen standard
QuesﬁOns. ..are the time you took ofﬂ the timé you landed, engine shutdown, the time you were
vin the AOR, and the time you left the AOR. And fhen they ng into more specifics, as far as, right
down to the target location. Then,— for each target location, I ask them the target name, if it Wéé-a '

" building, vehicles, or troops.. "Then 1 ask them target coordinates and then ask them the TOTSs of
thé-tjme they dropﬁed. Then, I aék them the heading, altitude, air-sﬁéed, slant range and dive

| angle ﬁat they us_ed for each target. Iaskif théy 'Were suqbessful or not succ'::essful', if they saw

" any secondaries or smoke from the target area.

CAPT (b)(6) | bAndv you also ask what type of ordinance. Is that normally included in .

there?

LT 06 Yes.
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: CAPT.‘ (b)(6) Once';gu’re done with this, are t_hei‘e additionai:. .after thejr’re done
, Atalking about any type of weapons delivery, or different targets, is there any other pieces of

‘

mf6Mation that you try to gather from them?

LT _ (O)®) | _Y_es, there is. After you’re done with all the targets, info I ask the;m ‘if they saw anyv
Triple A, any SAF IRES, report any RWR indicé.tions,-and then if that is the éas.e; I may go
thr_ough different aspécts and aék them what happened, What’s fhe range, what the target locaﬁon '

| was, what their SAFIRE was about, etc. Then after every target, we ask them their weather, hdw

~ was the weather in that target area. | |

: CAP’P! | 0)6)  Inthe proceé_s of getting informatién on the attacks and that type of

thing, do you normally watch tai)es with the pilots?

2LT! 0 | sually...not always. It just depends. ‘Some of the time, the pilots would go in -
and put the_tape in the player, and we’d start asking thém qﬁgstions. Itruly.. I cah’t remember if
-+ we did that or not with this set of pilots. IfI Wa'sb then in there takmg the debrief when they were
revievs}iﬁg or not. But that’s what sometimes occurs, and then the_:y’-;e watching the tape and

filling out the info for the debrief at the same tlme
CAPT' ®)6)  OK, and taking that directly from the tape, or having thein review it?

S 2LT o) ]nght

UNCLASSIFIED
K-36



standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED

standlhe
Text Box
UNCLASSIFIED


UNCLASSIFIED
CAPT! CORN Then, once you‘ve gotten all this information, how long before you

o .;vlwrite the réport?
: ZLT‘ __(@(_6)‘.'5 minutes later. R1ght éﬁer,’right when they leaxlre the door, I’ﬁ starting to t;}pe.
caPT " ©® s therea fime limit on that?
_ 2LT ___(5)(6> 'We have é 2 hour time limit to get the rgpoft out.

CAPT(  ®(©) ) And that starts when?

: 2L_T| (b)(6) Frdm the time the engine shuts down.

© CAPT' (b)(6) ) Engine shutdown. If you have like follow up question for th_em.laterA ,

on, how do you go abeut doing that?

2LTI (b)(6) "We work them through Intrep, Intelligence Report, and put in any information we

missed or that we wanted to change. - |

- CAPT (b)(6) » And that’s sométhing that can happen after that 2 hour peﬁod as long as

—

the MISREP is filed within that 2 hours?

2L e | Yes.
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- CAPT (b)(6) ' During this campaign, what typical‘llyrwere you doing, maybe not
spéqiﬁcallyvin this case, but what do you typically do with tapes once they’re done reviewing

them, or once they’re dohe_looking at them?

2LT oE T Typically, we would put a label én them, put their targef type, the rhission
vﬁumber, the pilots, and whe_lt they expended, What ‘th_e weapons system videbo guys should b.e '
looking for, and rubber band it, put avrubb er band around the ﬁpe, and then submit it to the -
~ weapons systems Videq peqple at the end of the day.. .Whénever we were available and could

) gubm,it it to the wing.

CAPT! | ©)(©) | | That’s targets oyér at the EOC?

; 2L ®)© | Yes, Sir.

CAfT | (b)(®) | »i- Did all piibts turn in tapes to you?

2L ©© |No, Sir.

CAPT (b)(6) ) Do you remember on this specific day if anybody turned a tape into

, “you? "Either of the two pilots that were, that we’re ta]kmg about.

2LT| ©)© } No, Sir. T don’t remember.
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-, CAPT (b)(6) » Do you happen to remember.. .ydu have a copy of the MISREP...Do

'you remember specifically them telling you about surface to air fire 611- that mission?
2LT| e ! Yes, Sir. It wasa SAFIRE event. I think I put it in the MISREP report.

, CAPT! (b)(6) jAre you remembering it from that MISREP or are you remembering it

~ from the conversation with the pilots?
' 2LT| )6 : I'm remembering it from the MISREP.

CAPT oo iO_nce the tapes go to the targets, do you...how do they get them back,

or what’s the process that goes on once they get those tépes?

ZLT( (b)(6) ’ They’re supposed to review the tapes, and then after they review them, put them
in the outbox, and the squadron will pick them up. We know which ones are ours because they.
still have the labels on them, and then we givé them back to the pilots.

CAPTY O "And you try to give thém back to those specific pilots?

2LT! 0)©) } Yes, sir.
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CAPT'  0)© ) Those labels you’re talking about_ére the ones that are stuck to the side,
. or are they just...?

2LT  (0)6) "They’re just rubber banded onto the tape.

CAPT‘ (b)(6) I think that’s about all I... -

MA.N (b)(6) H/Ia] - (0)6) AV aere. You said on the tape, I know you’re from Battle Creek,
the pilofs are _frdm Pennsylvania, Willow Grove. Would you have done the same thing in

I' . marking the tape for them, even though it wasn’t your squadron?

. 2 LT (b)(G))!('e'_s, Sir. We did the same thing for all three squadlfons we debriefed,

the squadrons. »_ :

MAJ‘ . e You say...I also note oﬁ the piece of paper, which is your checklist for how
'.'you debrief.. .right now, it’s got SECRET top and bottom. I assume that that’s when it’s filled

~out. Right now it’s unclassified in its present form?
~2LT  (bye) | Yes, Sir.

CAPT' ®)© b And would you typically get mission tapes from other squadrons, and

you would go ahead turn those in as well?
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2L’11 (b)(6) A’We would, Sir. Buf, we did ﬁot always get 100%. I'm nof even trﬁly saying 50%

' tapes back.

CAPT*  0O© A')OK.A Tapes back from the pilots.

2LT ®© [Yes, Sir.
- MAJ (b)(6) Do you know a reason for that?

2LT (bmeveral different reasons. Most of the time, the pilots wanted to review their
tapes before they gave them to Intel. When that happened, we uSI_lally woﬁldn’t gef them. Intel
ﬁoﬂh’t get them after that. And, so, we would fequest them.v. for tl;at reasén, we needed them '
beforé, and they could revievs} them after. But, the pilots ﬁke to get their own tapes to review
‘their missions too for the debriefs. Anothér possibility is that they’re a'fraid,v the pﬂots, were not

~ going tb get theﬁ tapes back. So, they were worried about that, and they wanted it for their

| history purposes..
“CAPT  ®©  )Withthe.. This is kind of a hypothetical. .. with the time frame that
you’re working under, was it ever possible to get several MISREPs and then go and type

~ them. .type several of them up at the same time?

2L"I1' b)6) Very possible.
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' CAPT! (b)(6) pls it ﬁbésible to transfer information from, lét’s say, one'g’rbup of pilots
| . would pass to you that they saw something and then another group of pilots did ndf, but then that )

' ends up going two different MISREP? Could that be?

.2.LTL(bmt could have héppened, Sir. j]‘?:ut, everyﬁﬁe I get ai-pilot coming in...if Thad 3 of
them at'fﬁe same time, 3 different mission fhat’s’_ happened, I woﬁld take a separate debrief form :
for each miésion. 'And the, so after you had 3 diﬂ‘erent mis_Sioﬁs, 3 different MISREPs and then |
- y‘oui’vre trymg from the 1% MISREP. to go and remember what vhappen'ed, it islpossible you Couid' :

 remember différently.

- CAPT{ (b)(6) dBut, when you try to take notes.. .as far as taking notes, what was...I

* guess kind of your personal techniques as far as takiﬁg those notes? . -

2L’IL (0) (ﬂ I wduld try to write everything down the pilot told me on the MISREP. So,

therefore I could remember and write in a narrative form what happenéd. 5

N

CAPT (0)(6) '} Onpage 4 of this one has all the information for the surface to air fire,
 and then also the weather. I just wanted fo verify the other day when you and I époke, you had’
- mentioned something about not.. An this case, you weren’t sure if you’d used this page. Isthat

" correct?

2LT‘ (b)(e‘)—' That’s correct. I don’t think I used a fourth page.'
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CAPT (b)(6) » So, in that case you would have taken th_e no'te‘s-\dn a different pagé?

?

2LT ()6 M would have just put it on the side of the sheet, yeah.
.~ CAPTY{ @) D Ithink that was all the questions that Ihad.

MAJ (b)(e) } The only question I have...After you’re done with the notes to type up the
- MISREP report, what do you do with the notes?
2LT 0 ’Ne kept them, just for a day, and then we shredded them, which was a big lesson

learned.
-MAJ (b)(6) LThank you. That’s all I have.
CAPT 7 ©)6) dJust a closing. In closing, I want to remind you that this is an official

" interview and direct that you not discuss your testimony with anyone without the board’s

~ permission or until the report has been ofﬁciélly released to the public. Do you understand? N

' 2L’1L (b)(6‘)# Yes, Sir.
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. o R b(6)
CALLSIGN: _ , MSN: MSN TYPE;__
'fTvO-F)TIME: Z LAND TIME: _ z
‘C-ONFIG:' TGT COORDS:_ '
N rrwr
iéT.NAmE: ' __TGT COORDS_ | TOT: __Z WPN:
HDG: | ALT: ATRSPD: B SLANT____ANGLE_
HDG: AL AIRSPD; __SLANT. ANGLE____
HDG: ALT:____ AIRSPD: SLANT  ANGLE____
» HDG: ALT:__ m{s}p; SLANT 'ANGLE___'_
RESULT SUCCESSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR B_DA-Q ‘
[ #1 42 |
TGT NAME: _TGT COORDS TOT: z .WPN:
HDG.____ALT: __ AIRSPD: SLANT .AN‘GLE__
HDG: . ALT: AIRSPD: -SLANT ANGLE
HDG:___ ALT:____ ATRSPD:___ SLANT ANGLE_iv_;
, -HJjG: A ALT:. AIRSPD: SLANT__ _ANGLE__
RESULT SUCCESSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA:
#1 #2.
| TGT NAME: TGT COORDS TOT_____ 7z WEN:
DG ALT:___ ARSPD: __ SLANT __ ANGLE. _
HDG:  ALT: AIRSPD: SLANT, ANGLE____
"HDG: ALT:. AIRSPD:_SLANT ANGLE_
HDG:_____ ALT: AIRSPD: SLANT ___ ANGLE____

RESULT SUCCESSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA:
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RESULT SUCCESSFUL" OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA:

AIRSPD:

41 42 ©
| _TG“L‘NAME:‘ _ TGT COORDS , "TOT: - FZWPN;.
361\41\4:;100@; 150rds 200rds _ HDG._ALT.___ ARSPD: __ SLANT___ ANGLE
.AGM-65. 'DIG HDG: ALT AIRSPD: ____ SLANT ”ANGLE
,MK-szLD HDG: ALT AIRSPD:;%S_LANT | 4NGLE
| LAU-1312.75” FFAR RKTS HDG: A'L'l;:. AIRSPD; . SLANT ANGLE
RESULT SUCCESSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR ‘BDA: '
#_.1 2 -
| TGT NAME:_ TGT COORDS_ TOT:___ Z WPN:
30MM 100sds 150eds zod;d.s HDG: ALT: AiSPD':_;Smw;MGE“
AGM-65 D 6  HDG______ALT: AIRSPD: ___ SLANT ANGLE_
MK-82LD HDG: ALT. _AIRSED . . SLANT - _ANGLE'-
LAU-131 2.75” FFAR RKTS HDG:_ ALT: AIRSPD:. __ SLANT, ANGLE
| RESULT SUCCESSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA: | |
| #1 #2
TGT NAME: TGT COORDS__,> _TOT: Z WEN:
|| 30MM x 100rds 150rds 2001ds HDG: ALT:_ AIRSPD _ SLANT____ANGLE .
| aoM:65 D/G HDG:. _ ALT, AIRSPD:;__.__SLANT ANGLE
MK-82LD HDG: ALT: | Amst  _SLANT ANGLE._
| LAU-131 2.75” FFAR RKTS HDG: AT SLANT ___ ANGLE
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#1 #2 =

R.ESULT SUCCESSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA:

TGT NAME:_ :TG'I.‘ COORDS _TOT; Z WeN:
'30MM x 100rds 150rds 200rds - HDG: ALT AmsPD:_»éLANT ANGI;E
AGM-65 -DI/G | HDG:_ ALT 'bAIRSPD_:‘__v_SLANT ANGLE,
MK-82LD ‘4 HDG ALT ‘AIRSPD:_;'_SLANT ' ANGILE.
LAU-131 275" FFAR RKTS . HDG:_ ALT.  ATRSPD:. SLANT____ANGLE,
| RESULTSUCCESSFﬁL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA: o |
»#.-1_ #2
TGT NAME: _ Y67 COORDS_ TOT: Z WEN:
.30MM % 100xds 150rds 200xds }ﬁDG: . .ALT:' AIRSPD:;_SL_ANT____ANGLE_;_
AGMES D/G HDG: ___ ALT: AJ‘R‘SVPD:_‘___S‘L:ANT __ANGLE
MK-82ID HDG: ALT: AIRSPD:*_;;_SIANT- ANGLE___
LAU-13_1 275" FFAR RKTS HDG:__~__ ALT: AIRSPD:_____SLANT. ANGLE
RESULT _S"UCCE.SSFUL OR UNSUCCESSFUL OR BDA: ’
41 #2 |
TGT NAME: TGT COORDS h TOT: 7 WeN:
30MM x 100eds 150rds 200rds___ HDG:___ ALT ARSPD;____ SLANT____ANGLE_
AGM-65 D/G HDG:_' - ALT: . AIRSPD: __ SLANT___ ANGLE.
MK-82LD HDG: NG AIRSPD;___SLANT | _ANGLE
LAU-131 275" FFAR RKTS HDG: ALT A]iRSPD:_»__SLANT__’__4_ANGLE___
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EAJAM

TARWI
- ESM - S | o
' RWR SYMBOL ACFT LOCAL = TIME_. __Z DURATION____

BEARIN INTCPT DIST SIGNAL POS ~ ACFTALT _HDG

WPNTYPE____# _ ACFTLOCAL __TIME____Z BEARING_

ALT OF BURST COLOR: WHT YELL BLUE GRN ORNG LNCH LOCAL
. COUNTERTACTICS_

ACFT ALT __ HDG

" SIGHTINGS/TGTS .
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DEI (72 MENT OF THE AIR FOR' °
- M\uLNDLY FIRE INVESTIGATION BOARD .~ %
~ APO AE 09888

9 May 2003
| MEMORANDUM FOR BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM F.HODGKINS
FROM: Marine Corps- Advisor, Friendly Fire'Investiéatio_n Board (FFIB)

. SUBJECT: Detailed Sequence of Eir_ents

1. (U) Ground Picture.

j_U_'Early on 23 March 1* Battahon an Marines launched out of their defensive pos1t10ns in
T alabah and staged.on the Main Supply Route (MSR), route 7/8, heading north towards An
' Nasiriyah, Iraq. Team: Tank lead the way followed in ttace by Team Mech, the Forward
Command Post, Alpha Company, and Charlie Company. The plan was to approach the city ina
column formation and attack to seize the eastern bridges in An Nasiriyah. The seizure of the’
.- eastern bridges was a “be prepared to” mission, until the evening of the 22“‘1 of March when
hlgher headquarters ordered the Battahon to execute.

b. UTApprommately 10 kilometers south of An Nasmyah the battalion came under artillery
- and mortar fire. They also began to. take machine gun and small arms fire as they proceeded

north. The Battalion stopped along the MSR to clear out buildings on either side from which they
‘had been taking small arms fire. At approximately 0600Z the TF Tarawa Commander and the
Commanding Officer of RCT-2 approached the Commanding Officer of 1% Battalion 2° Marines
- and explained to him that he needed to bypass the small arms fire and seize the eastern bridges of
An Nasiriyah in order to allow the two RCTs following in trace of his Battalion to pass over the
bridges and proceed north towards Baghdad.

c. U PThe Battalion continued its movement north receiving sporadic mdlrect mortar and
artillery fire and small arms fire. Prior to reaching the outskirts of the city, Team Tank (the lead

‘element), came upon a small dwelling complex and received mortar and small arms fire. They

returned fire with their machine guns and main tank guns. Shortly after this engagement a

Humvee approached them and a US Army soldier came out of it yelling that they had been
ambushed further north. Team Tank notified the command post (CP) that they had encountered
seven US Army survivors from a convoy that had been ambushed by forces inside the city. Team

- Tank pushed the survivors to the rear of the column and when they reached the CP the Army
soldiers notified the Battalion that there were an additional 5 wounded soldiers forward. The .

. Battalion pushed Team Tank forward to find and rescue the additional US Army soldiers. The
Battalion also pushed Team Mech and Alpha Company forward to handle the engagement to
their immediate front. Team Tank located the 5 soldiers in the vicinity of the An Nasiriyah
railroad bridge to the south of the city and evacuated them to the rear of the column.

d. lgl‘eam Tank, which had been racing back and forth in front of the lead column, was

. -how Cnhcallv IOW on- ﬁ.lel Fuel was avmlahlp hawever aanh +anlr Ansld ~Axle. PG T (b)(1)1.4a

~and could (b)(1)1.4a The ;
L-3 " ’
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Commander of TF Tarawa and the RCT 2 Commander arrived on scene and relayed to the
Battalion Commander that; according to higher headquarters, there were still 12 soldiers missing
from the Army convoy. The Task Force Tarawa Commanders Intent, passed to 1% Battalion 2nd

" Marines Commander, was to rapidly seize the eastern bridges of An Nasitiyah and to ﬁnd any of
~ the survivors who may ‘have still been along the MSR within the 01ty of An Nasmyah

e. U h‘he ongmal mission called for Team Tank to establish a support by fire pos1t10n south
of the Euphrates river, so that Alpha Company could seize the bridge. At which point, Team

~ Mech would pass through Alpha, continue north and establish a support by fire position and pass

 through obj ective 2, the Saddarn Canal. Alternatively Team Mech would provide support by fire

" for Charlie Company to seize the Saddam Canal, and then Team Mech would push through and
o se1ze ‘obj ective 3 at the T intersection north of the northern bndge

£ 'E_Wl ofthe Battahon’s tanks were _now in the rear reﬁ;e'ljng. The Battalion rapidly «
" advanced towards An Nasiriyah with Team Mech in the lead followed by Alpha Company on the

- right flank and Charlie Company on the left flank. Alpha and Charlie Companies were movmg
forward in a boundmg over-watch in trace of Team Mech.

L \s the Battalion approached the railroad bndge to the south of the city they received
mcreasmg direct fire and received reports of tanks to their front. Team Mech backed off and the
Battalion Commander sent a Combined Anti-Armor Team (CAAT) forward to engage the T-55 .
tanks: observed to their front. There were a total of 9 T-55s engaged. Three tanks had finished
refueling and re-joined Team Mech as they proceeded north towards the Euphrates River Bridge. - -
The enemy fire slackened and the Battalion pressed ahead to take the southern most bridge over
the Euphrates River.? _

h. ‘U Mﬁer crossing the southern bridge Alpha Company remained by the bridge to secure it
for the passage of Charlie Company and Team Tank while Team Mech proceeded approximately
* 1000 meters north into the city and turned to the east. The plan was for Team Mech to sweep
" - north ¢n the salt flats 2000 meters east of the urban area and bypass what was referred to as
“Ambush Alley”. Charlie Company was supposed to follow in trace of Team Mech and the
Forward CP to the east, then pass through and seize the bridge. Team Mech and Team Tank were
- supposed to estabhsh a support by fire pos1t10n to support Charlie Company s seizure of the
noxthem bridge.* '

i Ujl‘eam Mech turned east and proceeded about 800 meters, inuddy conditions stopped
their advance. The Command AAV for Team Mech the C-7, and the alternate Command AAV,
the P-7, two tanks, and a Humvee sunk into the mud. The Battalion Commander attempted to
contact Charlie¢ Company to tell them not to follow in trace but to push to seize the bridge over
the Saddam Canal. Charlie Company had crossed the southern bridge and their Commander :
- observed that Alpha Company had taken up, positions to the west of the MSR and had spread out

! Tab J, Interview with 1% Battalion 2™ Marines Commanding Ofﬁcer and Forward Air Controller for Team Tank.

2 Tab J,Interview with Operations Ofﬁcer, 1% Battalion 2™ Marines. - '
3 Tab J, Interview with 1* Battalion 2*¢ Marines Commanding Officer.-

*TabJ, Interv1ew with Operations Officer, 1% Battalion 2™ Marines.
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_ into the city. During this time both companies were engaged by small arms fire. The Charlie

Company Commander tried to ascertain the location of Team Mech but was unable to o
communicate with them or the Forward CP. With Alpha company on his left flank he made the

' assumptionvthat Team Mech had gone straight up the MSR through Ambush Alley with Tanks in

the lead to seize the northern bridge over the Saddam Canal. Believing this to be one of the -
briefed options to the original plan he pushed his company north through “Ambush Alley”. The

‘Company began to take heavy fire from RPGs and small arms as it moved norl:h

I_%J Charhe Company approached the bridge, the Commander still did not see Team =
Mech ut assumed that they had pushed north of the bridge. He understood his mission to be to

- secure the southern and northern approaches to the bridge to allow Team Tank; and the rest of
the Battahon, to push through. While crossing the bridge a RPG struck the right rear of the lead

AAVrof 3™ Platoon Charlie Company. The AAV 1mmed1ately caught fire. The Platoon
Commander who was on board identified that they had four casualties. He lost communications

'_ " and ordered the driver to continue north and clear the bridge. The AAV halted 300-500 meters

north of the bridge, the troops evacuated it, and it burst into flames. The Platoon Commander

_ ordered his machine gun team to set up on the west side of the MSR and moved the remainder of
~his personnel to a berm on the east side of the MSR. Seven Marines moved the 4 casualties to the
. Charlie Company First Sergeants AAV, the des1gnated medlcal evacuatlon AAV, wh1ch had just
* pulled up

k. *H_h\ﬁer crossing the bridge the Charlie Company Commander ordered h1s company to
get on line and halted them 300-400 meters north of the bridge in tactical formation. Charlie - -
Company had 11 AAVs and 3 - 4 Humvees north of the bridge. One AAV had broken down
south of the northern bridge. Testimony indicates that approx1mate1y 3 AAVs were oriented
noith of the bummg AAV with 4 or 5 on the western side of the MSR and 1 or 2 east of the MSR . A
The company was not receiving a lot of fire and troops began to dismount the AAVs to prov1de
security and to deal with their medevacs. The Commander realized that Team Mech was not in

“front of him and tht he was lead trace. He called the Battalion Commander and notified him that
. Charlie had seized the northern bridge, and had halted at the 39 northing with 4 medevacs. The
- Battalion Commander was surprised to hear that Charlie Company was on the northern bridge
but elated that they had taken the Ob_] ectlve ‘He 1mmed1ate1y notlﬁed hlgher headquarters that

both bridges were secure.

1 Ullorth of the bridge Charlie Company began tald_ng fire from both thenorth and south of

- their positions. Witnesses describe taking small arms, RPG, mortar and artillery fire. The -
- artillery fire was described as variable timed (VT) and they believed that an observer was

adjusting it on to their positions. The road that they were on was elevated and the Iragis had built
15-20 meter high berms on either side. While this provided cover from small arms fire from the
north, it prevented the Company-from maneuvering to the north. Maneuvering north would .

. require them to proceed in column formatlon up the MSR between the berms. Approx1mate1y

700-800 meters to their north was a 23 Traqi Infantry Division building from which they could
see Iraqi troops engaging them. The elevated road and the berms also meant that the. company

- was extremely vulnerable to enemy fire from thelr rear. Immediately south of the northern bridge _

-3 Tab J, Interview with 1** Battalion 2™ Marines Commandmg Officer and Commanding Ofﬁcer Charlie Company

¢ Tab J, Intemew CO Charlie Company and CO 39 Platoon, Charlie Company.
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- ‘and west. of the MSR was an area known as the- Martyr s d15tnct Both indirect and dlrect ﬁres
Were commg from this location as well.” . _

2 -U) Forward Air Controller Picture.

afu Dunng the battle of An Nasiriyah the Battalion Air Ofﬁcer was located w1th the _

Forward CP in a Command and Control variant of an AAV, the C-7. Addltlonally there were 3

Forward Air Controllers (FACs) located with 3 of the 4 maneuver companies, Alpha Company, -

Team Tank, and Team Mech. Charlie Company did not have a FAC during the battle. The

Battalion Air Officers UHF radio had been damaged and on the 23" of March he was only able -

to-communicate very briefly with his FACs and a single UH-1 aircraft early in the engagement.

Throughout the rest of the day he did not have UHF communications, which meant that he could -

not talk to or receive communications with any aircraft nor could he listen as the FACs '

. controlled air. The Battalion Air Officer also had intermittent communications with higher

headquarters through out the battle. As the Battalions Fwd CP moved forward and crossed the -

* railroad bridge the Battalion Air Officer lost all communication with higher headquarters. He
made a call to the Team Mech FAC directing him to get on guard and contact any aircraft to get
them some help, because he could not do anythmg for him right now. Shortly after that callhe -
lost commumcatlons with all of h1s FACs - . :

b. LU]he first attack an‘craft to show up on the morning of the 23rd were two Cobra’s who
arrived.at Team Tanks position as.they were approached by the Army Humvee from the 507"

_Maintenance convoy south of the railroad bridge. Team Tanks FAC employed the Cobra’s
against a small housing complex and then deeper to his front into a tree line. He also employed.
the Cobra’s and a section of AV-8 Harriers against T-55 tanks and 2'ZSU-23-4s located to his -

- front. Team Tank moved to the south to rejoin the Battalion and refuel. Team Mech took the lead
with their FAC “MOUTH” controlling the air in front of the Battalion. MOUTH directed a ‘
section of Cobra’s north to screen to the companies front for enemy troops. The Cobras found
three Tragi T-55 tanks and destroyed them with Hellfire missiles. When the Cobras ran low on
fuel MOUTH asked them to re-arm, refuel and return with more assets. The Cobras complied.

" Cobra aircraft flew in support of the 1% Battalion 2" Marines throughout the day and in to the
evening of 23 March. From the time Team Mech moved from south of the railroad bridge until
they became stuck in mud, MOUTH did not have contact with the Battalion Air Officer and-
controlled all air for the Battalion. When Team Mech became bogged down east of the MSR
they were taking intense small arms and RPG fire, at this point the Battalion Air Officer was
finally able to reach MOUTH by radio and directed him to call on guard to request air support.

vc.é!HUmost immediately after making the call on guard numerous flights of fixed wing .
aircraft checked in with MOUTH and he stacked them overhead waiting for a FAC(A) capable

" F/A-18D or F-14 to check in. MOUTHs intent was to send them north of the bridge to find and
destroy enemy reinforcements or enemy waiting to ambush them at the bridge. The incident
flight of A-lOs checked in shortly after and MOUTH sent them north of the Saddam Canal to
find targets.’

"TabJ, Interv:lew with Marines from Charlie Company, 1* Battalion, 2™ Mannes
8Tab J, Interview with Air Officer; 1* Battalion, 2 Marines.
5 - “'Tab J, Interview with Team Tank FAC, 1% Battalion 2™ Marines, Tab H, Statement of Capt.! (b)(6) |
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3 (U) A1r Plcture
a (U) GYRATE 73 ﬂlght took off from Al . aber and proceeded toa tanker Following air -
refueling, they heard a radio call on UHF “Guard frequency from a FAC asking for CAS in the
-vicinify of An Nasiriyah. GYRATE 73 flight was passing An Nasiriyah and answered the call.
Upon check—m they spoke with the FAC for tasking.

- b. (U) For approx1mately 15 minutes, GYRATE 73 attempted to ascertain MOUTH’s

~ position. In the process, GYRATE 74 believed that he had acquired the FAC’s position and .~

requested the tactical lead from GYRATE 73. Once he had the tactical lead, GYRATE 74 states

that he asked MOUTH if he could employ rockets north of the suspected friendly position in

~ order to verify MOUTH’s position. He stated in his testimony that MOUTH cleared GYRATE

.74 to employ rockets, which were high explosive and not white phosphorous and that MOUTH

did not see the rocket impacts, and could not provide a verification of his position off of those

" impacts. When asked about whether or not GYRATE requested the use of rockets to verify his
‘position MOUTH in his testimony had no recollec’uon of this. The 332nd AEW weapons element

logbook noted that GYRATE 74 employed 3 rockets .

4. (U; Final Incident.

‘_j\lorth of the Saddam Canal, GYRATE 73 saw a large plume of black smoke that he
. determined was a burning vehicle in the center of the MSR. GYRATE 73 asked MOUTH ifhe
" could see the vehicle, to which MOUTH replied that he could see the smoke. GYRATE 73 a]so

~ identified 8 to 10 vehicles located in the vicinity of the burning vehicle and dispersed on both

- . sides of the MSR. Approximately 3 vehicles were on or beside the MSR near the burning -

- yehicle. To the north of the burning vehicle were 4 or 5 vehicles on the western side of the road.
“To the east of the burning vehicle were an additional 1 or 2 vehicles. Flying at approximately

‘ (b)(1)1.4a yo nepate tha heiafed Jraqi threats, GYRATE flight attempted to identify the enemy
maésﬁsmg{ (D)(D14a  binoculars. In their testimony they described the vehicles as two small
white pick-up trucks, other larger trucks.... “kind of cab over, no nose to the truck”, and one or .

- two dark colored Mitsubishi style flat bed trucks :

. b (U) GYRATE passed the target location to MOUTH, who asked him to standby while he
checked on the location of the Battalions lead vehicles. MOUTH’s Fire Support Team leader
used the AAV internal communication system to query Team Mechs Company Commander for .
lead trace. Team Mechs Company Commander attempted to call the Battalion Command to
determme lead trace, but he was unable to communicate with them due to the heavy volume of
traffic on the net. Unable to communicate with the Battalion and confident that based on the
scheme of maneuver Tearn Mech was the main effort and was lead trace, the Company
‘Commander passed to MOUTH that Team Mech was lead trace. He also passed that he was on
the 36 northing and that the northern bridge was at the 40 northing. MOUTH then referenced. his -
gridded overhead photo of the city and compared the two locations. The targets were
approximately 3000 meters north and on the other side of the Saddam Canal. MOUTH passed to
GYRATE that no friendlies were north of the 38 Grid and no ﬁiendhes were north of the canal.

1 Tab G, Interviews with GYRATE 73/74, Tab H, Statement Capt  (0)(6)
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' He also stated that he passed to GYRATE that he could not observe him or the target area and

 that he cleared him for Type 3 CAS and directed him to make his runs east to west so as not to
-endanger Marines or civilians in the town to the South. A Cobra pilot flying in the same areaat -
the time confirmed that he heard MOUTH clear GYRATE flight for Type 3 CAS. GYRATE 73 -
stated in his testimony that the FAC did not tell him what type of CAS he was running and he
believed that he was under positive control by the FAC. GYRATE 74 states that he did not recall
any restnctlons that MOUTH gave the flight other than that no friendly forces were north of the
canal

c. (U) GYRATE 74 was the first to engage, he made his ﬁrst attack run on the vehicles to the
east of the MSR and, according to his MISREP dropped 2 MK82LD bombs at 1040Z. (From this
‘point-on the pilot witness statements regarding sequence of engagements and ordnance expended -
are inconsistent with the filed MISREP. There are also inconsistencies with the MISREP buit,
because the witness statements were taken on 26 April 03 while the MISREP was taken
immediately following the flight, the MISREP sequence of events will be utilized throughout the
" remainder of the final incident summary). GYRATE 73 then engaged the vehicles to the south of
the ‘burning véhicle west of the MSR droppmg one MK82LD bomb at 1040Z. The aircraft were
~ “in-a wheel over the vehicles at this time making their runs on multiple headings and releasing

* their ordnance betweenL O)W1da  lfeet. At 1042Z GYRATE 74 engaged the vehicles with
his 30MM gun expending ()(1)1.4a and then re-engaged at 1044Z w1th anothe; (b)(1)14a; 2

- d (U) From the witness statements obtamed from Charhe Company Marines, the first time -
that anyone realized that A-10s were engagmg them was when the A-10 used the 30MM gun.
The board believes that Charlie Company Marines mistook the first 3 MK82LD bombs dropped
- by GYRATE flight as arullery fire. All witnesses remember hearing the very distinct sound that
the 30MM gun makes and w1tnessmg multiple weapons impacts. The impact of the 30MM
-rounds preceded the noise of the gun by a few seconds. Numerous witnesses stated that they saw
Marines killed or struck by 30MM rounds and heard or saw AAVs struck by 30MM rounds.
During the A-10 engagement numerous witnesses reported either seeing or firing doctrinal
.ordnance to cease the engagement. None of the signals worked and the A-10s continued to
" engage friendly forces. With the numbers of killed and injured mounting calls were made to the
Fwd CP for MEDEVAC aircraft. Due to heavy fire in the area the decision was made to move
the mJured on AAVs back through the city to get them aid.”®

€. (U) At apprommately 1045Z MOUTH d1rected GYRATE flight to proceed to the

. companies 3™ objective the T intersection to investigate buildings in the vicinity. GYRATE

flight moved north to the T intersection but did not see any vehicles or troop movement. Charlie

Company Marines had, by this time loaded up 4 AAVs with wounded Marines and these

- “vehicles began moving rapidly south towards the northern bridge. GYRATE flight saw the 4

vehicles moving south towards the bndge They called MOUTH and told him that vehlcles from

the northern target sector were pro gressmg into the city. GYRATE ﬂ1ght states that MOUTH
said not to let those vehicles get across the bridge.*

'L Tab H, Statement Capti (b)(6) Tab K, Interview LtColi (5)(6) _Tab G, Interviews GYRATE 73078,

12 Tab G, Interviews .with GYRATE 73/74, Tab H, Statement Capﬂ (b))  Tab O, Pilot MISREP. .

5 Tab J, Interviews with Marines from Charlie Company, 1¥ Battalion, 2** Marines.

1Tab G, Interviews; GYRATE 73/74, Tab J, Interviews Charhe Company Mannes Tab H, Statement Capt (b)(6)
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f (U) At approx1mate1y 105 57 GYRATE 74 engaged one of the vehlcles asit reached the

o southern side of the- bridge. He fired an AGM-65 Maverick missile at the vehicle; the Maverick

missed the vehicle. GYRATE 73 then engaged a vehicle just as it was crossing over the bridge,
the Maverick struck the vehicle approximately 100 meters south of the bridge and destroyed it,
' GYRATE 74 then re-engaged with his second Maverick missilé and destroyed a vehicle

_ approx1mate1y 200 meters south of the northern bridge. Two additional vehicles were seen
“moving south through the city. GYRATE ﬂlght did not pursue these vehicles because of thelr
proximity to buildings within the city.!

h ‘(U) During the A-10 engagement, one of the Platoon Commanders was able to get ona
radio and communicate with the Fwd CP telling them that they were under friendly fire.
~ Subsequently MOUTH called “check fire” to the A-10s and told them that there may have been
" Marines north of the Saddam Canal. The A-10’s were low on fuel and returned to base. ‘

s Following the A-10 engagement on Charlie Company friendly tanks arrived and took up

: defens1ve positions to the north of Charlie Company At that tlme all enemy ﬁres stopped.’® -

b(6) '

Colonel, USMC
Marine Corps Advisor ' ' '

15 Tab G, Interviews with GYRATE 73/74.
* Various interviews )
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(b)(1)1.4a
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(U) SPINS change proposals must first be coordinated with the appropriate section =
- OPR. If the proposed change is accepted by the section OPR it will be submitted by the

- OPR to the SPINS cell in C2 Plans in properly formatted electronic format.

- SPINS cell will staff proposed changes as appropriate and will post the change once it is

approved 'Change requests will be in MS Word format IAW the example below.

! Due to the Board’s late notification of the incident, th:ls was the only version of the SPINS the Board
‘could obtain. A review of the changes after 23 Mar 03 indicates none-of the cited paragraphs were added
or changed. :
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SECTIONS5
- RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE)

(b)6

55.2. (b)(1)1.4a

— B

(b)(1)1.4a ) L

5.7.3. (U) AIR-TO-GROUND ENGAGEMENT. ___
'5.7.3.1 (b)(1)1.4a

(b)(1)1.4a

’ - :>.-7._3.2‘ (b)(1)1.4a

q (b)(1)1.4a

' ' R-4.
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I (b)(1)1.4a
2./.3.3 (b)(1)1.4a
(b)(1)1.4a
J./.3.4.
; (b)(1)1.4a

5735
' 1 (b)(1)1.4a

5.7.3.6. (U) HARM/ALARM EMPLOYMENT. Every effort should be made to _ A
-minimize collateral damage in the employment of HARM/ALARM. This includes . - -k
- utilizing Range Known mode to the exfent possible and disabling Flex and Glide options o
when tactically feasible. See paragraph6.14.6 for specific guidance.
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I (U)KI/CAS Background
A (U)Deﬁnitions

1. (U) 4ir Interdiction. Air interdiction is defined as, "air operations
conducted to destroy, neutralize, or delay the enemy's military potential
‘before it can be brought to bear effectively against friendly forces at such
distance from friendly forces that detailed integration of each air mission
with the fire and movement of friendly forces is not requ1red "

2.(U) Armed Reconnazssance Armed reconnaissance-is defined as -
- "locating and attacking targets of opportunity, i.e. , enemy material;
- personnel, and facilities, in assigned general areas or along assigned
- ground communication routes, and not for the purpose of attacking -
specific/located briefed targets." Armed: reconnaissance offers the
_joint commander a capability to address mobile enemy force
structure targets enroute to the battlefield. :

3. Oy Killbox Interdiction (KD KI are missions that are flown agamst
non-fixed targets, within killboxes. Due to the fluidity of the battlefield
and unpredictable nature of warfare, the targets do not. always arrive at the
killbox in which they are expected. This requires reconnaissance to be
performed to ‘find the intended target sets. That being said, Killbox -

" Interdiction is a combination of Air Interdiction and Armed
Reconnalssance conducted within a killbox. -

4 (U) Strike Coordination and Reconnazssance SCAR is defined as “a
mission flown for th_e purpose of acquiring and reportmg targets and -
+ coordinating missions upon those targets.” This term is the standard term -
for the USCENTCOM AOR, replacing such terms as “killer-scout”.. ’

5.(U) Close Azr Support. Close Air Support is deﬁned as’ “A1r action by
fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft against hostile targets which are in -
close proxnmty to friendly-forces and which require detailed mtegranon of -
eaeh air mission with the ﬁre and movement of those forces.” "

' a.'(U) Kinds of CAS.

(1) (U) Preplanned CAS are those CAS requirements
foreseen early enough to be included in the ATO.

(2) (U) Immediate CAS are those CAS requirements that
cannot be identified early enough to allow detailed. .
) coordmatlon and planning.

_ ' -3
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b (U)Types of CAS Control _ : S

(1) (U) Type 1 Control Type 1control is used when the
risk assessment requires JTAC to visually acquire the
attacking aircraft and the target under attack Type 1is. the '
default method of control - :

) (U)-Ty_pe 2 Control. Type 2 is less restrictive than Type

.1 control. Type 2 control will be used when the JTAC E
desire control of individual attacks but assesses that either .
visual acquisition of the attacking aircraft or target at.

- weapons release is not possible or when attacking aircraft -

_ arenot in a position to acquire the mark/target prior to
weapons release/launch. Examples are night, adverse
~weather, high threat tactics, and high altltude and standoff
weapons employment ‘ :

(3) {9)] Type 3 Control. Type 3 control is the least
restrictive of all measures. Type 3-control may be used

" when the tactical risk assessment indicates that CAS. attacks
impose low risk of fratricide. When commanders authorize
type 3 control, JTACs grant a “planket” weapons release o
clearance to an aircraft or flight attacking a target or S
targets, which meet the prescribed restnctlons, set by the
JTAC.

6. (U) Ground Directed Interdiction. Ground Di._rected Interdiction can be
described as terminal guidance of interdiction. strikes by any delivery

- system. that are directed by ground forces which are not in close proximity
to ﬁiendly forces and which do not require detailed integration of each

- mission with the fire and movement of those forces. These ground forces

will normally include special operations forces (SOF) operating from
isolated observation posts far from the forward line of troops (FLOT),
usually outside of CFLCC boundaries." As these strikes are not in close
proximity to concentrations of conventional maneuver forces, the risk of -
fratticide is mitigated and no requirement exists for the same level of
detailed integration normally associated with Type 1 or 2 close air support
(CAS).

7 A U Tt actlcal Cc2 Plagforms Defined as USAF E-3B/C(AWACS), E-8C(J. STARS)
' CRC, USN E—2C USMC TAOC, DASC DASC(A), TACC -
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:»AxTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE(
ENDLY FIRE INVESTIGATION BOARD
"APO AE 09888 :

.05 May 03

MEMORANDUM FOR BRIGADIER GENERAL -W}LLIAM F.HODGKINS

. FROM CDR! (0)(6) 'Adrmmstratlve Assistant to the Board Pres1dent Fnendly .

Flre Invesugaﬁ'nBoard (FFIB)

‘ SUBJECT Property Damage

o1 The followmg US Marine Corps equipment was destroyed or damaged durmg the time frame
* of this incident and also while the respective US Marine Corps personnel were engaged in a
fierce firefight with Iragi forces. The identification of the Assault Amphibian Vehicle
(Personnel), and the locatlon Where the eqmpment was when 1t was hit by ordinance, 1s as .
follows: :

NOMEN TAMCN Serial# GridLoc -

- AAV-P7 E0846 522748 223389
AAV-P7 -E0846 - 522948 223385
AAV-P7 - E0846 522812 = 222384
AAV-P7 - E0846 522712 221383 vicinity

- AAV-PT- E0846 522850 221383 vicinity

- Allof the above cited grid locations are in close proximity to the bridge, at the north end of the
" city of An Nasiriyah, Iraq, where the incident under investigation took place. '

Ttis 1mposs1b1e to state w1th absolute assurance the number of vehlcles destroyed, and/or the

extent of damage to the vehicles, which was caused by the ordinance d1scharged by the two A-10-

: prlots involved in th1s incident investigation.

2. The above-cited vehicles have an app'roxnnate value of 2.2 million doﬂars each. A request has
" been made to US Marine Corps for a specrﬁc cost estimate of the above-d1scussed destructron or
. damaged eqmpment : :

(b)(6)

(b)(6) CDR, USN
Administrauve Assistant to the Board Presrdent FFI

U3

.
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~ AF Form 3803 (Revérse)

Iluminations Table.........

- -TabV |
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Tllumination .Table

. . _
Station - : Saddam.Intl, Baghdad e © Date : 23 March 2003
Location . : 31° 10' 00'" N -046° 15' 00'' E ‘ o ' - .
Solar Position . Lunar Position: : : T
Time - - : (deg) R © {deg) ' : Lunar | ~  Ground .
(Local) |-==-=-=-=m=-mmmmm e e e meemmm——mam Percent - Illumination
"Elvation’ Azimuth ‘Elvation “Azimuth |  Illum. © (mlux)
Angle Angle - Angle Angle o :
1200 59.8 179.1 -31.5 260.3 69 . 94913280.0.
1215 59.6 186.6 -34.5 261.8 69 94771912.0
1230 59.0 193.8 -37.5 263.4 69 94251760.0
1245 58.1 200.8 -40.6 264.9 68 93349160.0
1300 56.8 207.3 -43.6 266.6 68 -92057904.0
1315 55.2 213.4 -46.7 268.3 68 . 90369688.0 :
1330 53.3 218.9 -49.8 270.0 68 88274512.0 -
1345 51.2 224.0 -52.8 271.9 68. . 85761600.0 -
1400 48.8 228.5 -55.9 273.9 " 68. . .82820464.0
1415 46 .4 232.7 -58.9 276.2 68 | 79442496.0
1430 43.7" 236.5 -61.9 278.%6 68 - 75622840.0
1445 41.0 240.0 -64:9 281.5 68 71362816.0
1500 38.2 243.2 -67.9 284.9 67 . 66672516.0
1515 - 35.3 246.2 -70.8 289.0 67 | 61573764.0
1530 32.3 249.0 -73.6 294.3 67 56103008.0
1545 29.3 251.6 -76.3 301.3 67 50313868:0
1600 26.3 254.0 -78.8 311.2 67 44279020.0
1615 - 23.2 256.3 -80.9 325.6 67 ]l 38090952.0 -
1630 20.1 258.5 -82.2 346.0 67 |- 31861146.0 - ol
1645 . 16.9 260.7 -82.3 10.1 - 67 - 25717394.0 ' .
1700 13.7 262.8 -81.2 31.7 ‘67 . 19799142.0° o
1715 10.6 264.8 -79.3 47.3 66 14251234.0 - B
1730 7.4 266.8 -76.9 58.0 66 9217388.0 : B
1745 4.3 268.7 -74.2 65.6 66 4838948.5
1800 1.3 270.7 -71.4 71.1 66 " 1477293.3.
1815 -2.3 272.6 -68.5 75.5 66 | 135881.3.
1830 -5.5 274.6 -65.6 79.0 ‘66 . 5629:4
1845 -8.7 276.5 -62.6 81.9 66 189.5
1900° -11.9 278.6 -59.6 84.5 66 11.0.
1915 -15.1 280.6 -56.6 86.8 66 2.9
1930 -18.2 282.8 -53.6 88.9 65" . 1.6
1945 -21.3 285.0 -50.5 90.8 65 1.6
2000 ~-24.4 287.3 -47%s 92.6 65 . 1.6
2015 -27.4 289.8 -44.5 94.3 65 1.6
2030 -30.4 292.4° -41.5 96.0 65 1.6
2045 -33.4 295.1 -38.4 97.6 65 1.6
2100 -36.2 298.0 -35.4 99.1 65 1.6
2115° -39.0 301.2 =32.4 . 100.7 65 1.6
2130 -41.7 304.6 -29.4 102.2 65 . 1.6
2145 -44.3 308.4 - -26.5 103.8 - 64 1.6
2200 -46.7 312.4 -23.5 105.3 64 1.6
2215 -49.0 316.9 -20.6 106.9 64 1.6
2230 -51.1 321.7 -17.7 108.5 64 " 1.6
2245 -53.0 327.0 -14.8 110.1 64 1.6
2300 -54.6 332.7 -11.9 111.7 64 1.6
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