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4. (U) TITLE: Judge Advocate Participation in Operational Planning and Targeting

5. (U) OBSERVATION: The participation of military lawyers in the operational planning and
targeting process was extensive and paid dividends many times over.

6. (U) DISCUSSION: The traditional areas of military legal practice, specifically military justice
and claims, required less manpower and resources than was anticipated. However, the
participation of judge advocate s in the operational planning and targeting process was
extensive and invaluable. This was reflected in the very positive media coverage of the
successful coalition effort to minimize collateral civilian damage during the air campaign. When
allegations of imprudent use of combat power were raised by the press, legal input enabled
command briefers to promptly, authoritatively and persuasively refute these allegations.

7. (U) LESSON LEARNED: It is imperative that judge advocate s be closely associated with
the operational planning and targeting process as well as with the command briefers who
address operational matters with the media.

8. (U) RECOMMENDED ACTION: DOD should publish doctrine to ensure that JAG work
closely with the operations, and intelligence communities in operational planning.

9. (U) COMMENTS: Commanders must ensure that their judge advocates are authorized the
necessary security clearances and access to permit their interaction with the operations and
intelligence communities. (U) DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM AFTER ACTION REPORT
CONFERENCE USCENTCOM RECOMMENDED ACTION: ACTING AGENCY: _ x
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