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MND (SE) J2 INTREP 715 – PSC KIDNAPPING 
 
BACKGROUND OF EVENTS 
 
1. This report should be read in conjunction with INTREP 714 which detailed the events of the 
hijacking of 16 Nov 06. In summary, at 161220CNOV06 A CRESCENT SECURITY convoy was 
travelling north from SAFWAN to CSC SCANIA (RON) on a routine security job. At GR QU 50487 
50966 the convoy was stopped by several UKMs who had blocked the road.  When the convoy 
tried to drive away shots were fired.  Four Americans and one Austrian, along with 19 civilian 
flatbeds, one gun truck and nine LECs, were taken by the hijackers.   
 
2. It is assessed that the hijackers initi- --  ---- ------------ rds SAFWAN.  It was at this location 
that the first sign of the hijacking emerged. ------ -- ------------  the Iraqi MOD representative in 
MND(SE), had reported that several of the -  -----  - - -  -- ---- were near the AL SHURAIFAT Mosque  
in SAFWAN.  It was later confirmed from single source reporting that a large quantity of stolen 
vehicles were located in North SAFWAN.  It is likely that this location was used as an initial holding 
area where other vehicles were waiting to move the hostages.   
 
3. On the morning of the 17 Nov 06 it is assessed that the hostages were split up and moved 
to separate locations in BASRA.  This is supported by Brig Aqil who stated that the hostages had 
been split up into two groups.  The evidence of the hostages being moved to BASRA was further 
supported by reports emerging from the AEGIS Director of Operations stating he believed the 
hostages were in the Border Police Customs House- - -- -- -- -- A City.  The evidence suggesting a 
move to BASRA was not, however, corroborated by -------- ---  who reported that the hostages were 
still in SAFWAN.    
 
4. Further reporting on the hostages did not-----------------  midday on the 17 Nov 06.  It was 
reported that the hostages were handed over to -- - --- --- ---- -   and being held in the Shia flats area.  
This information shows a likely location for the hostages.  JAM operating in SAFWAN have clearly 
shown the intent to kidnap US personnel.  It is assessed that this JAM company would hand over 
the hostages as quickly as possible, and move them to an area where there is a low MNF 
presence and a high JAM tolerance.  The Shia flats provide an ideal location for this.  Subsequent 
reporting indicated that the hostages had been seen in the AL-AMNAL DAKHILY area near AZ 
ZUBAYR.  It is possible that this information was reported before  some of the hostages were 
moved to the Shia flats area.  It is assessed that a group of hostages were moved through this 
location, possibly being temporarily held there, and then moved onto the Shia Flats.  
 
5. The second group of hostages were reported at 1809 hrs on 17 Nov 06 t-- --- - - --  - ---- - n 
located near a mosque and tomato farm IVO SAFWAN.  This was confirmed by ---- -------- ------- and 
MX reporting.  It was later reported that hostages were being held on two farms ----- ------------ 
Petrochemical Plant south of AZ ZUBAYR.  Due to the varying strengths of reporting it is assessed 
that at this time the hostages have been separated into at least two groups, and constantly kept 
moving.   

 J2 All Sources Cell 
 Multinational Division (South East) 
 British Forces Post Office 641 
  
 Telephone: Synergy Red 960 3153 

Synergy Blue 960 3121 
DSN 318 250 5075 

 E-Mail: INET/CENTRIX:  J2watch.gbr 

J2/ASC/INTREP  
 
 20 Nov 06 
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ASSESSMENT 
 
6. It is assessed that the hostages have been split into groups and taken to varying locations 
in the same vicinity. Reporting has strongly indicated both SAFWAN and the Shia Flats as 
probable locations.  AZ ZUBAYR has also had a level of reporting suggesting the hostages have 
been there. The general movement of the hostages is, however, assessed to be from the kidnap 
area to a holding area IVO SAFWAN and then into BASRA possibly via AZ ZUBAYR. The Shia 
flats would be an ideal holding location for the 5 hostages due to the high level of AIF support and 
the lack of MNF presence. It is possible that the hostages have now been moved to BAGHD----- 
where they would clearly be valuable bargaining tools. However, it is assessed as likely that ---- --- 
(Comd of JAM in S Iraq) would want to keep them under his control IVO BASRA, possibly in-------- 
to bargain for the release of JAM prisoners in SLB. 
 
--- The point of contact for this report is --- -- ---------  who can be contacted on Syn Blue ----- 
-------  
 
 
 
 
{original signed} 
 
---- ---- ----- --  
-------- 
------------ 
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