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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT:  (U) AR 15-6 Interview with Brigadier General (BGen) Gary L. Thomas, 
Commanding General, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing (FWD) 
  

1. (U) The investigation team conducted an interview with BGen Gary L. Thomas, 
Commanding General, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW) (Forward) at Camp 
Leatherneck, Helmand Province, Afghanistan on 25 June 2013 as part of the AR 
15-6 Investigation into the attack on the Camps Bastion-Leatherneck-Shorabak 
(BLS) Complex on 14-15 September 2012 in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. The
following is a summary of the main points from the interview. 

a.  (U//FOUO) BGen Thomas explained the current command and control (C2) 
structure of the BLS Complex, which an RC(SW) fragmentary order (FRAGO) 
established after the 14-15 September 2012 attack on the BLS Complex.  In 
addition to serving as the 2d MAW (FWD) commander, BGen Thomas is also the 
commanding officer of the BLS Complex.  This C2 arrangement provides him the 
ability to ensure that Camps Bastion, Leatherneck, and Shorabak have an 
integrated defense plan, and that the personnel responsible for security have 
adequate training and resources to protect the BLS Complex. 

b. (U//FOUO) BGen Thomas informed us that the SECFOR, led by the Task 
Force Belleau Wood Commander, has a strong force protection 
posture, and strong unity of effort in addition to unity of command.  Counter 
intelligence on the BLS Complex is also now fully integrated, with coverage of the 
entire base. 

2.  (U) Point of contact for this memorandum is my legal advisor,
at or

                                                                          
        WILLIAM B. GARRETT III 

LTG, USA 
Investigating Officer 
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