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1. LOCATICN 2. DATE (YYYYMMDD) 3. TIME 4. FILE NUMBER

FOB FENTY, AFGHANISTAN 2009/10/27 1020

5. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME 6. SSN 7. GRADE/STATUS
(b)(3). (0)(6) 04/MAJ

8. URGANIZATION OR ADDRESS
4BSTB, 4IBCT-41D, APO AE 09310

9,
I MAJ (b)(3), (b)(6) . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

[ am currently working the position of 4BSTB AS3. Next month | will assume the roll as BN S-3. | was the Commander of Brava
Troop, 3-61 Cavalry Squadron from August 2007 to September 2009. I was the commander in Iraq for four months. | redeployed
the Troop: completed the train up for deployment to Afghanistan and | lead them into COP Keating. This was my first command
position. | was a Tank CO PL and XO. | left command of Bravo Troop on 20 September 2009. I began conversing with the
commander at COP Keating that 1 would replace in October 2008. He was later seriously injured and died as a result of his wound
in early Dec 08. We got to COP Keating on about 27 - 29 May 2009. TOA was in carly June. Upon arriving at COP Keating, wc‘ﬂ
realized that the COP was in a bad tactical position. Coming off the helicopters even at night you could see the COP was in a bowl,
surrounded by mountains. The following morning. not 12 hours after we got to COP Keating, my 158G earned a purple heart when
the COP was attacked. Once we began patrolling we also learned there were trails everywhere. Trails that were very much hidden
The troop that we replaced had three Soldiers on guard during the night and we doubled that. We had two Soldiers on guard at all
positions and a SOG. We increased our force pro numbers during stand to hours. The stand to times would be determined by the
change in the daylight and the threat level. Physical improvements on the COP included adding additional wiring around the COP|to
include the ANA area. We shared the COP, so we gave the ANA wire and sand bags to secure there area of the COP, We added
additional sandbags around the Aid Station (outside of the Aid Station was the triage area for MASCAL). We created other fighti
positions within the COP with the sandbags. We also put sandbags around the ANA mortar position. We always requested
sandbags. We also supplied sandbags and HESCOs to the ANP. SS()(3), (b)(@s in charge of the ASG. He would go with the ASG
check the wire. We conducted joint operations with the ANA due to their high turn over of ANA personnel and limited number o
ETT. We wanted to show them what right looked like. One area of concern on the COP was the mortar pit. Prior to us arriving it
was moved closer to the hill side so it wouldn't be hit as easy with direct fire but it was farther away from the main areas of the
COP. We looked at reinforcing the shower trailer with over head cover but did not finish that project. The barracks and the TOC
were both hit by B-10 rounds (8 Imm recoiless rifle) and we would replace the sandbags. We couldn't get bunkers because
everything that we got at COP Keating was flown there. We always requested sandbags and we always got them. The ANP also
preferred the sandbags. The ANA, ASG, ANP were extremely weak. The ASG would not fight during TICs. They would simply go
into their building until the shooting stopped. The ANA had a high turnover rate. The ANA soldiers would go on leave and simpl)li
not return. They were not very disciplined while on patrols. They would not stay in formation or keep their helments on and wou
often complain of being hungry or thirsty. When on the COP they would however shoot during TICs. There were times that they
would shoot and we had no idea what they were shooting at. They would simply say that they saw something. The ANA had a B-10
on there side of the COP and a 82mm mortar. | heard plans to close COP Keating before we left Fort Carson. In June we reciey

a slide show of proposed moves. | Aug was when a decision was to be made on when and where we were going. When the ﬁghtinId
in Barge Matal happened, we knew that we wouldn't be leaving that soon. We either had to winterize or pack up to leave; there was
no way that we could do both. (CONTINUED)
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9. STATEMENT (Continued)

We were always improving force protection and improving our fighting positions. We went on patrols daily. We would not go in the
villages because we didn't have the man power to do so. We would pass through the village of Urmul. We would patrol to all the
|target area’s; the switchbacks, putting green, diving board, ect. Our primary mission was force protection of COP Keating. OP
Fritsche had eyes on the Kamdesh and it held a more dominate position. It was a much stronger position. There were about 24 US
Soldiers, some ANA, ASG, and ANP. All of them were of the same quality as the ANSF at COP Keating. The Soldiers at Fristche
did not conduct patrols outside the wire.

|COP keating and OP Fritsche were solely depended on air assets for resupply. So it was pretty easy to decide what you needed to
prioritize based off consumption of CL I, I11, IV and CLV,

Most intellegence that | received came from the locals. We got more attacks in 5 months than the troop before us got the entire
year they were there. We would constantly hear that a group of bad guys are coming our way. We knew that they were alway out
there, watching us. They wouldn't attack us head on. They would wait until we were back in the wire from a patrol to start shooting m
us. They knew when we left and would try to attack us on our returning back to the COP. We once received an SD card with clips of
AAF conducting recons of COP. The recon footage was prior to our arrival in country but did confirm our reports of AAF
observation. We always knew there was a possiblity of a large scale attack of AAF coming to the COP. We had seen smaller
complexed attacks since we've been there. There was no direction that we haven't been shot at from. Both Fristche and Keating
were hit simotaniuosly at times. We counted 65 separate contacts with the enemy of various sizes in 4 months. When we got ther
the unit we replaced were wearing soft caps and no body armor. We stayed in full battle rattle at all times.
We had the LRAS systems on the trucks and cameras that we could move. We had one raven, but because of the winds through the
valleys we had issues with flying it. We had about 12 RDISS cameras. 3 of them were moveable (PTZ). FSR came twice to replace
cameras that were inoperable. The cameras were inside the wire and most of them worked. The cameras however were wired into
jthe main power so if the TOC lost power then they wouldn't work.

Due to our location and proximity to villages we could not get artillery support. We had called for 155mm ARTY support from
FOB Bostic twice in support of contact with OP Fritsche but the rounds were only to cut off enemy exfill routes. There were lots
of caves in the area around COP Keating and OP Fritsche. We were told that when an CCA and CAS would come on station the
AAF would climb trees or hide in the caves.

We have 120's and 60's both at Keating and Fristche. Qur mortar guys were great.

The medevac was a concern. They came from JAF and flew to Bostic to refuel before coming to COP Keating or OP Fritsche. Thi
process would take about an hour from when the medevac was requested until the patient was picked up. Due to the size of our HL
we also ensured we were ready for a hoist mission if needed.

The 1SG got to the troop just before the deployment. He was not with us through the train up. My junior leaders could always co
and talk to me if they had issues or if they had an idea or suggestions to improve the COP.

When we initially arrived at the COP and OP some of the claymores on the OP were turned around by AAF to face inward or the
wires were cut. Claymores can be very effective. We were in the process of replacing them with the SPIDER system. There was a
|shipment of them at Bostic. We were still waiting on the munitions and training.

We didn't have any formal discussions on Wanot,

[ wasn't there at the fight on Keating, so | can't say that | would have done anything different. I did talk to my replacement (CPT
(3), (b)(@pout my concern with the mulitple aircraft turns it would take to close COP Keating. //NOTHING FOLLOWS//
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WITNESSES

at
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ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

(b)@®), (b)(6) CPT, JA

. HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
. | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law to
administer oaths, this 2172 gayor O u{'b[;gf
FOB BOSTICK. AFGHANISTAN APO AF 09354
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