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SWORN STATEMENT BY PV1 (b)(3), (b)(6)

TAKEN 22 OCTOBER 2009 AT 1830 MOUNTAIN TIME, 23 OCTOBER AT 1300, AND 26 OCTOBER AT 1600

Q: WHAT IS YOUR DUTY POSITION?

A: On patrol | was a grenadier and AG. | rotated on the stand-to trucks from 0430 to 0730.

Q: HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN THE ARMY? HOW LONG IN COUNTRY FOR THIS DEPLOYMENT?

A: Four years and change. | had been in country about 5 months on the day of the attack.

Q: DO YOU HAVE PRIOR COMBAT DEPLOYMENTS? IF SO, WHEN AND WHERE?

A: Yes, | was in Iraq from Oct 06 to Dec 07. | wasn’t there the entire time though, because 1 got shot in
January by an insurgent and | was home for five months.

Q: WHERE WAS YOUR BATTLE POSITION ON 3 OCTOBER 2009 AT COP KEATING?

A: | was on stand-to truck 1 pulling duty from 0430 to 0730.

Q: WHAT WERE YOUR ACTIONS DURING THE FIGHT?

A: | was sitting on guard 90 minutes in. | had just done a radio check at 0600. There was chatter on the
radio that we were going to get hit by the Taliban, and that they were forming up in the village outside
the main gate. Everyone acknowledged, and about 20 minutes later a single RPG round came in and hit
the middle of the COP. The guy nearest the explosion called on the radio to report. About 20 seconds
later all hell broke lose. Machinge gun fire scattered all over the post, and multiple RPG rounds were
hitting.

| saw on muzzle flashes on the north face, so | engaged with the .50 cal. Right across the river, on the
east side, | saw a smoke signature in the treeline. | engaged the treeline, and traversed between the
treeline, the north face, and another location. |quickly went black on ammo. Or at least it seemed
pretty quickly. Because | was so heavily engaged, | didn’t have a chance to radio for ammo. | radioed
for ammo as soon as | went black, but it was difficult to get across because of all the radio traffic. It
seemed like | called it up 5 or 6 six times before | got an acknowledge from the TOC.
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While | had been shooting, (b)(3), (b)(6) ran up to the truck and was feeding me ammo. He was throwing
me cans of .56)(3), (bYepk off before the TOC acknowledged, saying he was going to get me ammo. Just
after he left, my buddy Griffin ran out with his saw. He was firing off the corners of the truck. He also
eventually went black. |started feeding him M4 mags. When he started getting thin on ammo, he
jumped in the truck with me.

Al the while | was monitoring the radio. Clockwise from my position was LRAS2. He called over the
radio that he was taking precision fire. He came on the air moments later saying his weapon his out.
(b))High called over the radio and told us to move to LRAS2 to support him. Before | did anything |
called for ammo. At that moment, Heart and(b)(3), (b)(6)showed up with as much .50 cal ammo as 2 men
could carry. They threw it in the truck. Griffin was on the .50 and | drove the truck up to LRAS 2.

I drove the truck up to LRAS 2. We took a lot of small arms fire. Rounds were bouncing off the
windshield and turrent and Griffin occassionally had to drop down. He fired a couple bursts, but was
then hit by what | think was shrapnel in the face. Hart showed up and jumped in. We decided to try to
back the truck, but when | started to back up | got stuck on a berm behind our position. | couldn’t drive
forward or back.

We decided that we had to get out. Hart was about to get on the .50 cal, and Griffin jumped out the
rear passenger door. Before Hart could shut the door, rounds started flying in the door. We saw 3 guys
standing in the middle of the COP, wearing ASG uniforms. For some reason, they didn’t look right. | told
Hart that, and as soon as Hart took my position to look out the door. Hart threw himself back in and
yelled, “They’re shooting an RPG at us.” At that time it was too late. The RPG hit on outside windshield
on the drivers side. | was yelling from pain from the shapnel, but Hart kept telling me, “you’re good,
you're good.”

At this time | had no idea where my M4 was. We had to decide how we were going to get out of the
truck. We didn’t decide where we were going, we just knew we had to act fast and get out of the
humvee — it was still taking small arms fire and RPGs were hitting all around. Qur plan was for me to exit
the driver side, crouch down, and open the rear driver’s side door so Hart could get out. | opened the
door, and without a weapon ran straight to the DFAC, cut a left, and saw our guys stacked up with the
ANA.

| ran straight to the aid station and put the word out that they needed to get help to LRAS 1 and LRAS 2
to make sure Hart got out, and to make sure LRAS 2 was okay. | stayed in the aid station for 90 minutes
or so when(v)(3), (b)(6showed up. When it got to crowded they decided to move the walking wounded to
the TOC.

Q: WHAT VULNERABILITIES DID YOU SEE OR FEEL AT COP KEATING?
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A: Yes. It was a perfect setup for an enemy attack. The enemy had all the high ground. At times |
thought to myself, “If they ever want to mess us up, they can do it.” We also knew it was hard to get
birds in there.

Q: WHAT WAS THE FIRST ENEMY ACTION YOU SAW? WHERE WERE YOU, AND WHERE DID YOU MOVE?

A: | saw the RPG hit. The rest of my story is above.

Q: WAS ANYONE NEAR YOU WOUNDED OR KILLED? IF SO, WHO WAS AND WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF
THE INJURIES? WHAT UNIFORM WAS THE SOLDIER(S) WEARING AT THE TIME? WAS THE SOLDIER(S)
WEARING THEIR PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT?

A: Yes. Hart didn't make but 20 meters from the truck. Because | was running without a weapon, |
didn’t turn around to see if Hart would make it. Hart had on full ACUs, kevlar and plate carriers, and
ACH. He was MIA until almost night fall, when things settled down enough they could go look for him.
They found him 20 meters from the truck, behind a rock, dead.

Q: WERE YOU WOUNDED? HOW WERE YOU WOUNDED? WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF YOUR INJURIES?
WHAT UNIFORM WERE YOU WEARING AT THE TIME YOU WERE WOUNDED? WERE YOU WEARING
YOUR PERSONEL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)?

A: Yes, | was wounded by the RPG that hit my truck. | took shrapnel up and down my left arm, left
shoulder blade, and the inside of my left thigh. 1 also took significant shrapnel on my right hand.

Q: DID YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH THE ANA? HOW EFFECTIVE WAS THE WORKING RELATIONSHIP
WITH ASSIGNED ANA/ANP ELEMENTS?

A: 1did a little patrolling with the ANA stationed at the OP. Every once and a while we’d go up to the OP
during hours when we’d usually get hit. At the OP | never had any issues with the ANA. The ANP were
worthless. They wouldn’t do anything. The ASG were hit and miss; some you could trust, some you
couldn’t.

Q: DID YOU INTERACT WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY? HOW WERE YOU RECEIVED BY THE LOCALS?

A: No, not at all. We didn’t go into the village. | don’t know how we were received by the locals.



o). 0Eero Ot 09

Q: DID YOU EXPERIENCE ANY WEAPON MALFUNCTIONS?

A: Yes, with the .50 cal on several occasions. | was able to fix all of them with immediate action.

Q: PERSONALLY, WHAT WAS THE BIGGEST PROBLEM WITH FORCE PROTECTION AT COP KEATING?

A: Being on low ground. | said if they ever bring up guys, we're in trouble. The day of the attack, thank
God we got CAS, who knows what would’ve happened. Two or three days before the attack, we got
intel that 2 key leaders were in the area. The commander had us go out and do presence patrols.

Complacency had set in, and we were getting into a routine. We filled the generators every day at the
same time. And they would test us, so they knew our response.

Things started to change before the attack. Overall we had started doing more presence patrols. But
overall, there were only 2 exits on the COP, so we were limited in what we could do.

Q: WERE THE STAND-TO TRUCKS MANNED ONLY 2 HOURS IN THE MORNING?

A: And 2 hours at night. We had 3 positions manned 24 hours. But during stand-to there was only one
person in each truck.

Q: WERE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE CLAYMOR SYSTEM? |F SO, DID YOU KNOW OF ANY PROBLEMS WITH
m?

A: Yes, | was familiar with the claymor system. | don’t know of any problems, and | know they were
checked regularly.

Q: ON THE DAY OF THE ATTACK, WERE THERE ANY ISSUES WITH THE ANA, ANP, OR ASG?

A: | don’t know. We had a close relationship with the ANA when we were on the OP. They'll fight if you
befriend them.

Q: PLEASE COMMENT ABOUT ANY OTHER PROBLEMS YOU HAD WITH COP KEATING.

A: It seemed like we were there to be on the defensive.

Q: APPROXIMATELY HOW MANY US PERSONNEL OCCUPIED COP KEATING?

4
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A: 50 or so.

Q: HOW MANY ANTI-AFGHAN FORCES (AAF) WERE INVOLVED? FROM WHERE DID THEY ATTACK? HOW
MANY AAF WERE KILLED OR INJURED FROM WHAT YOU KNOW?

A: | don’t know the exact number. |would say 100 or more. It was almost all coming from the North
and the Northwest. Going off the newspapers, I'd say 100 or more.

Q: DO YOU REMEMBER IF YOU CONDUCTED ANY DEFENSE REHEARSALS PRIOR TO THE ATTACK? IF SO,
WAS THE PLAN FOLLOWED DURING THE ATTACK?

A: My platoon didn’t rehearse like SPC (b)(3), (b)(6) Everyone knew where they were assigned and

knew what to do if we were attacked. I'm not sure if the plan was followed during the attack, but I'm
assuming it did.

Q: HOW MANY AFGHAN SECURITY GUARDS WERE USED DURING THE ATTACK? HOW DID THEY
RESPOND?

A: I'm not sure, All | was with my own eyes were the six ANA guys stacked up with our guys as | was

running into the Aid Station. I’m not sure how the ANA responded because | was knocked out of the
fight so quick.

Q: HOW WERE THE AFGHAN NATIONAL ARMY SOLDIERS USED DURING THE ATTACK? HOW DID THEY
RESPOND?

A: See above.

Q: HAD COP KEATING BEEN ATTACKED IN THE 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THIS ATTACK? IF SO, WHAT WAS THE
EXTENT OF THE ATTACKS?

A: Yes, small attacks — sporadic AK fire.

Q: WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT MEDICAL PROGNOSIS? WHAT MEDICAL ISSUES DO YOU FORESEE IN THE
FUTURE?
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A: I'm still recovering. | have some pain in my left forearm, but I'll know more when | get back from
convalescent leave.

Q: PLEASE DISCUSS ANY OTHER MATTERS YOU DEEM RELEVANT.

A: No.



